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Sobbie’s Grid Reflex 9 More Reasons 
Why Never Take a Girl to a Game 


By RUTH MORRIS 


Football isn't football any more. 
It's a Fanchon and Marco Idea. 
In the good old days, col- 


lege elevens dashed on the field 
ready to die for dear old Alma 
Mater. No preliminaries, no fol-de- 
rols. Warriors leaped right into the 
bone-crunching, leg-twisting, tooth- 
ioosening, ear-tearing fray. 

Not so today. Football's a show 
which starts long before the whistle 
signals the kick-off. 

Scarlet coated ushers, exiles from 
the picture palaces, bow spectators 
to their seats: An m.c. croons— 
through a megaphone, mind you— 
the names of the players to the 
press’ section. Newsreel crews 
erouch waiting for the teams to 
make their camera-wise maneuvers. 
Ushers merchant programs giving 
the names of the Gentlemen of the 
Ensemble. 

A blare of trumpets, and down 
the field prances a drum major 
dressed like a musical comedy 
prince before the depression. Be- 
hind him is a band of 50, 60, 70-100 
‘ pieces, gleaming costumes traced in 
gold braid. They march, counter- 
march, double-march, swerve, back- 
step, all in the precise unspontane- 
ous spirit of a Tiller routine. 

Four officials dress and look like 
the Collegiate Rhythm Boys, As- 
sistant managers bring on a trunk- 
ful of blankets, props for pamper- 
ing grid leading men into good per- 
formances. 

Then the team, making an en- 
trance in costumes carefully chosen 
as to line and color. Football's 
latest models are made of silk, a 
fact known to all newsreel fans 
who happen to have heard that 
mid-west head coach lecture on 

(Continued on page 54) 


$6,500 WKLY ON STAGE 
FOR JACKIE COOPER 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 

Little Jackie Cooper is worth 
$6,500 weekly on the stage, ac- 
cording to the RKO booking office. 
It is reported the kid actor can get 
that much for an appearance in 
person for the circuit. 

Jackie shortly will be open for 
five weeks under his Paramount 
film agreement. Those are the 
weeks RKO has made an offer. 

It's called out here the record 
Price for a kid player. Jackie just 
now is co-starring in Metro's 
‘Champ,’ loaned to Metro by Par. 
He has come through with a rush 
within the past year, with his pres- 
ent popularity claimed to exceed 
Jackie Coogan’s at the Coogan 
youngster’s peak. 

Mitzi Green who held stage offer 
by RKO of $2,000 a week for 12 
weeks in its houses will not play 
them just now. The RKO booking 
fice released the young girl when 
Radio Pictures requested her for a 














| organization, 


Perfect? 





Aunt Jemima (Tess Gar- 
della), who weighs in at 240, 
net, is going commercial radio 
for 26 weeks on CBS. 

Air advertiser is Jade 
ducing Salts. 


VAUDE ACTORS AT $1.10 
PER SHOW ON B’WAY 


Probably the lowest vaudeville 
salary of all time is the $1.10 per 
performance average for members 
of the eight-act bill at the Lyric 
theatre, 42d street, just off Broad- 
way, New York, 

The former legit house is being 
operated in vaude and shorts by 
William and Harry Brandt, with 
A. & B. Dow booking. Stage bud- 
get for the week for eight acts at 
four-a-day, every day, is $1,250. On 
the current bill 37 people make up 
the eight turns. 

Doubtfully granting that the 
Dows take only 10%, or $125, for 
booking services and commish, the 
net for the 37 vaudevillians is $1,125. 
If all were paid evenly, the average 
per actor for the week would be 
a few cents over $30. At 28 shows 
a week, the average per perform- 
ance is $1.10. Since the salaries are 
not equally proportioned, many of 
the 37 Lyric actors are working for 
less than that. 


$5,000 Names for $23.50 
Charities, Coast Bother 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Further twists used by_ women’s 
clubs, and other groups, to get pic- 
ture names at their meetings, is 
to call them ‘benefits for the un- 
employed’. Ladies ring up the stu- 
dios and ask for $5,000 per week 
players to attend teas at which a 
is considered 


Re- 




















collection of $23.50 
sensational. 

The studios had been turning 
down the women regularly until 


requests began to die through 
anemiz, when some femme thought 
up the ‘unemployed’ idea. Femmes 
want none but the best, and will 
brook no substitutes for the big 
stars. 

Producers, used to the ways of 
these ladies, are stalling them 
whenever possible, knowing that 
charity begins at home and there 
are plenty in the industry who are 
in need. Tight money conditions } 
have also made it tough for the cus- | 
tomary sale to studio people of lim- 

| 





ited circulation magazines for the 


benefit of this or that good will 
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VERDICT OF GOPS 
WHO COVER TOWN 


—_—_—_—~—— 


Lives of Radio Touring 
Squads Grow Monotonous 
as Colony Tones Down— 
Party Stuff Obsolete— 
Only Peeping Toms, Neck- 
ers and Stickups 





COVER ALL JOINTS 





By Abel Green 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Hollywood ain’t what it used to 
be. It’s too durn moral. 

So aver Officers H. A. L. Larimer 
and Herbert A. Splane handling 
Radio Touring Car No. 66, covering 
the Hollywood beat of nights. 

This ‘Variety’ mugg making the 
tour with Officers Larimer and 
Splane can amply attest to a dull 
evening—a Saturday night, too— 
when, aside from some snowbirds 
attempting to break into a drug- 
store, all that hooey about Holly- 
wood'’s wild parties failed to ma- 
terialize. The cruise, as is almost 
a general average throughout, was 

(Continued on page 49) 


Metro's Freaks 
Tougher Than 


Prima Donnas 








Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Metro’s ‘Freaks’ is being made 
undercover and with the studio tak- 
ing every precaution to keep the 
working of the picture a secret, and 
on the set there is plenty of trouble, 


with the freaks going haywire with 
temperament, 

Rosco Ates, in a role where he 
marries one of the Siamese twins, 
was talking to a freak on his first 
day at work. He mentioned that in 
the picture he was to marry a twin. 

‘Which one?’ asked the freak. 

‘The one on the right,’ answered 
Ates. 

‘You won't 
comeback, 


like her,’ was the 
Pals 
Bearded ladies are sniffing at leg- 
less women, Texas giants are pout- 
(Continued on page 19) 





Another Bing 





Irving Yates, agent, {s trying 
to peddle a new ether moaner 
named Bing Epstein. 

No kiddin’, 
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Roulette and Dice 





Oh, Those Shins 


Minneapolis, Nov. 23. 

Harry Hirsch’s Gayety has a 
new one for burlesque—a male 
chorus of 12. Newspaper ads 
are playing up the boys. 

Hirsch says he’s making a 
bid for increased feminine pat- 
rontage and that the lads will 
be used on the runways to give 
the weaker sex a close-up. 

The girl chorus, of course, 
remains. 














CRITICS STUMP TEST, 
DEEMING PLAY ‘FAIR’ 


An experiment in legit produc- 
tion was tried for one matinee at 
the Bijou, New York, by the Shu- 
berts last Friday (20) when ‘Happy 
and Glorious’ was shown. Play re- 
quired no settings so screens were 
employed and two players enacted 
six characters, 

Newspaper critics were invited, 
the idea being that if the notices 


were good the show would go on, 
and if the reviews were adverse it 
would be shelved. The criticisms 
were fair so the sponsors of the 
plan are stalled, not knowing what 
to do with the play. 

Piece was written by Wilfird 
Walter who appeared in the special 
showing with Catherine Lacey. 


_ 


East Melts, but Blizzard 
In West Hurts Benefits 











Denver, Nov. 23. 
In 29 theatres giving unemployed 
benefits Saturday (21) the total 


gross was $1,600. 

A severe blizzard and zero tem- 
perature held the receipts to $1 or 
less in some houses. 

3enefits in some of the surround- 
ing towns were postponed. 





For a week past the Eastern sea- 
board has been having record heat 
for the time of year. 


John, Ethel Barrymore 
Co-Stars in Legit Play 


Jack 
Barrymore wants to return to the 
stage. That would happen, if and 








A Hollywood report says 





harow next season. 
| Accordingly the 
' 


legit producing 
idea immediately is to have Ethel 
| Barrymore co-star with her brother 
= a legit play for Broadway and 


later on the road. 


for Kiddies as 


‘Toys Now on Display in the Shops 


Those societies which spend se 
much of their time and other 


people's money trying to keep the 
screen safe for the kiddies, should 


drop into any big toy store and give 
it the appraising eye. Never before 
has the pre-Christmas_ display 
leaned so strongly and openly to- 
ward gambling devices for juvenile 
as well as adult appeal. This does 
not appear to be seeking to create 
a demand, but rather to cater to it. 

Small boys who used to play cops 


and robbers or one-old-cat, now 


play craps and poker. Some eight 


and 10-year old poker players are 
developing real skill as bluffers. Ap- 
parently it is figured that they 
might care to vary their toying 
with chance, and the stores are go- 


ing to it in a big way. 

Roulette wheels, formerly con- 
fined to the novelty shops for adult 
sale, are now in the toy stores priced 
as low as 50c for a good looking 
wheel about four inches in diameter, 
with an oilcloth layout about 10x6 
inches. A chuck-a-luck cage with 
a velvet layout may be had for as 
low as $3.50, with the price running 
from there to around $25 for the 
supposedly toy sets. The latter are 
large enough to suit the average 
professional gambler. 

The race game, which gained 
popularity aboard ship, where it is 
played for an hour or two daily by 
some ship’s officer with the kitty 
going to the seaman’s funds, can 
be had in a variety of styles and 
as low as $2. This is the game in 
which the horses are advanced over 
a board by throws of the dice. The 
old fashioned little horses can also 
be found, but is regarded as slight- 
ly too juvenile these days. 


New Keno 


Keno always has been played in 
the family circle under the more 
respectable title of Lotto, but there 
is a new form of the game out this 
year in which the cards are filled by 
throwing a single die. The cost is 
$1 or less, according to the store 
from which it is purchased. As a 
drug store leader it goes into the 
69c. class, along with roulette. 

Something new, and rather more 
expensive, is a series of five discs, 
each smaller than the one below. 
These are divided into sectors each 
carrying a miniature of a playing 
card. They are revolved at differ- 
ent speeds and when coming to 
rest, the five cards fall into a poker 
hand. Room for about 20 to play, 
and a liberal education in the rel- 
ative values of two pairs and @ 
royal flush. 

If something cheaper is desired, 





there is a pasteboard box partly 
| filled with small colored marbles, 
The box is shaken and then tilted, 
five of the marbles showing in win- 
dows punched at one end. Capable 
of the same combinations as the 


; poker hands, with marbles of five 
| (Continued on page 19) 
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Scheme Under Way for Children’s 


Ritzy Way of Watching Pictures 


Blue-blooded children and their 
parents throughout the land will 
be weaned away from the bonafide 
picture theatre to last-run fare, 
most of it foreign, if an organiza- 
tion titled Juvenile Playhouses, 
Inc., succeeds in its initial venture 
now operating in Nw York. 

While the film industry 
signed off, and branded 
attempts to 


has 
as futile, 
provide all-kid pro- 


grams generally, Juvenile is ap- 
proaching the situation from a 
perspective aimed to take in the 


parent as well as the child. 

Private schools with auditoriums 
are being sought by Juvenile as 
‘playhouses for the refined’ to aug- 
ment the first in the chain. This is 
in the Lennox School (private), 
Manhattan, where the first four 
nights of cach week are now being 
devoted to adults and where on 
Friday and Saturday the youngsters 

can get special fare. 

To guarantee attendance Juvenile 
is getting parents to sign an agree- 
ment that they will not let their 
children attend theatres except on 
the two days specified by Juvenile. 
Several hundred such parental sig- 
natures have keen obtained and sev- 
eral hundred others have given. ver- 
bal promises concerning their 
broods, it is stated. 

If the theatre arrangement with 
Lennox is any criterion then the 
official of each school lending the 
school for professional theatrical 
purposes will be made a part of 
Juvenile’s activities. Miss Jessica 
Cosgrave, Lennox’s supervisor, is 
listed on the letterhead as sponsor- 
ing the program at her own school. 

Although the Lennox auditorium 
seats but 250, Juvenile is counting 
upon the draw of 40 other private 
schools in New York. At the same 
time it figures, according to its ex- 
ecutives, that six such ‘theatres’ 
will cover the population which it 
desires to reach in New York. 

in its campaign of parental en- 
rollment which already has con- 
tacted some of the biggest child 
factors in New York this plan is 
set forth: 

‘This is the first attempt to op- 
erate a public motion picture the- 
atre which shall embrace the ideals 
of national and local educational 
groups as to wholesome amuse- 
ment for the younger children. 

The direct attack at the general 
picture theatre is sounded in an- 
other paragraph, reading: 

‘To succeed in competition with 
the sensational and salacious offer- 
ings of the typical theatre we shall 
need and feel that we merit thé 
active and moral support of all 

thoughtful parents.’ 

Spokesmen for the film industry 
see in Juvenile’s admission that it 
will play only pictures endorsed by 
‘Parents Magazine’ an angle of re- 
taliation. Some time ago that pub- 
lication and the producer group fell 
out because of a dispute over ad- 
vertising, it is declared. 

At the same time film executives 
reveal they will act upon the first 
indication that Juvenile is attempt- 
ing to involve public schools. 


In Orig Roles in Film 


Fox has taken Donald Meek, 
Josephine Hull and Barbara Rob- 
bins, from the legit, for ‘After To- 
morrow.’ All appeared in the piece 
in New York for John Golden, and 
will have the same roles in the pic- 
ture. 

Order is for the trio to head west 
pronto. 








McGuire Leaves Fox 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Not wanting to be tied up with 
Fox when future deals were pend- 
ing, William Anthony McGuire 
asked for his release and obtained 
it from the company. He was to re- 
turn in January to write one story. 

McGuire has already written 
three for Fox. He may return to 
New York for a try at play produc- 
ing again. 











Youll never develop eye 
trouble from looking at the 
bright side of things. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 














Just Good Will 





Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Marguerite Churchill, for- 
mer Fox contractee, is becom- 
ing a good will liaison between 
the studios, exhibs and wom- 


en’s clubs. Actress has at- 
tended many of the femme 
meetings of her own accord 


and says she enjoys it. She 
has also proved a hit with the 
club ladies. 

Miss Churchill, is also be- 
coming a fav around Fex- West 
Coast. . Recently: she attended 
a F-WC managers’ meeting, 
first film player ever to have 
done so. 


WILL MAHONEY 


“Vanities.” The 
“Here is a 


In Earl Carroll 
Pittsburgh “Press” said: 
statement which, even -when it 











HUGHES MAY HAVE TO 
MOVE MUNI CAST EAST 


Howard Hughes may have to move 
a whole crew and cast 3,000 miles 
for retakes on ‘Scarface’ The pro- 
ducer sent'a call to New York last 
week for the talker’s lead, Paul 
Muni, when additional work was 
found necessary. 

Muni opened last week on Broad- 
way in ‘Counsellor at Law,’ pros- 
pective legit success. Unless the 
show suddenly closes, Hughes may 
be forced to transport the works all 
the way from Hollywood. 

Hughes already has $800,000 tied 
up in ‘Scarface.’ 








Metro Says Barrymores 
Not Fighting for Scenes 


Culver ‘City, Nov. 23. 

Rumors of trouble between thé 
Barrymores—John and Lionel—ou 
their picture, ‘Arsene Lupin,’ have 
been denied by Metro. Gossip said 
the brothers were scene-stealing 
from each other ‘trying. to grab ex- 
tra footage and showing a competi- 
tive spirit 
the picture. 
Metro said the Barrymores are 
getting along oke, giving and taking. 
Studio didn’t say what they’re giv- 
ing and taking. 


Bow-Bell Split Report 
Favors Big-Boy Williams 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Clara Bow and Rex Bell are. re- 
ported losing some of that mutual 
affection. Bell’s gone back to the 
Nevada ranch and Miss’ Bow’s 
sticking at her beach cottage. 

Redhead hasn’t approved any 
story yet for her Sam Rork picture. 








Meanwhile she’s’ reported in- 
terested in Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Wil- 
liams. 





And Still No Red Heads 


After numerous New York tests, 
Metro is still minus a red headed 
lead for Katherine Brush’s ‘Red 
Headed Woman.’ For the past three 
weeks the company has been look- 
ing at hundreds of reds, including 
show girls, with hopes of finding 
one who can act. 

If the right red isn’t found in the 
east by next week, Metro probably 
will have to settle for the next best 
thing on the coast. 








Goldwyn Buys ‘Cynara’ 
Sam Goldwyn has _ the picture 
rights to ‘Cynara,’ legit, at the Mo- 
rosco, New York. Piece is an Eng- 
lish importation with Phillip Merri- 
vale starring in New York. 

Understood that Goldwyn intends 
it for Ronald Colman. 


SAILINGS 


Dec. 6 (New York to Paris), Fan- 
chon ,Bremen). 

Dec. 2 (London to New York), 
Henry MacRae (Berengaria). 

Nov. 28 (New York to London), 
Harriet Hoctor (Olympic). 

Nov. 21 (London to Montreal) 
Edgar Wallace (Empress of Brit- 
ain). 
Nov. 21 





(Los Angeles to New 
York), Mr. and Mrs. Michael Far- 
mer (Gloria Swanson), (President 
McKinley). 





in everything involving |}: 


cools, will still be true: Will 
Mahoney is the funniest man in the 
world. The funniest. The scream- 
iest.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 








‘Receivership’ Mention 
Had RKO Employes in 
Panic—Total Surprise 


Following publication last week 
of RKO’s serious financial confes- 
sion, the circuit’s morale dropped 
lower than its stock. All employes 
in New York were struck nearly 
dumb’ by the suggestion of receiver- 
ship. Immediate reaction was un- 
certainty over all jobs, from office 
boys up. 

Everybody had been aware that 
business wasn’t so good, but few 
thought the situation as serious as 
pictured in the statement of RKO’s 
chief counsel, B. B. Kahane. 
Outside RKO the general opinion 
was that the news might have been 
disseminated less forcefully, at least 
for the organization’s state of mind 
if nothing else. 

Some of the humor resulting from 
the Kahane blast in RKO’s behalf 
was more ironic than funny. One 
employe said that since connected 
with RKO he’s been able to make 
household purchases on credit, 
simply because of his firm’s reputa- 
tion. The day the ‘receivership 
alternative’ appeared, all his cred- 
itors got panicky and demanded im- 
mediate payment. 





COPS’ TOUGH LIFE 


Whole Force WHumiliated When 
Jewelry Peddler Crashes M-G 








Hollywood, Nov. 23. 


One jewelry salesman slipping by 
the police network caused the whole 
Metro police department to _ be 
called on the carpet last week. Cops 
were told to scrutinize all passes. If 
the wrong person got by the cordon 
it would be just too bad for some 
cop. 

Result was every pass holder on 
the lot including familiar news- 
papermen were given the onceover. 
Jewelry salesman had been ad- 
mitted to see one person at Metro, 
but then he went wandering. 





Stanwyck-Fay Trying 
Legit for Coast Stay 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Barbara Stanwyck and Frank 
Fay, both wanting to stick around 
here for pictures, may line up with 
Eddie Lambert, Eddie Borden and 
Al Herman in a new edition of the 
‘Nine o’Clock Revue’ for the Coast. 
Stanwyck and Fay are doing a 
week at the Paramount. 





Medcraft at Metro’s 


Russell Medcraft, legit play- 
wright, to try dialog writing and 
adapting for Metro on a six months’ 
contract. Leaves for the coast 
shortly. 

Metro deal came to the writer 
after he had finished an original 
for Paramount in the east. 


DeMILLE’S BACK 
Cecil B. DeMille and Mrs. DeMille 
return to New York today (Tues- 
day) after an extended trip abroad. 
DeMille’s future production plans 








are still unknown. 








‘Our’ Trojans 


Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 
Uv. 8S. C.’s victory over Notre 
Dame caused a series of young 
riots in downtown Los An- 


geles. Student parades and 
celebrations, 

The minute the game ended 
the kids swarmed into the 
streets, tying up traffic for 
more than half an _ hour 
around 2 p.m. here. 

Picture bunch were betting 
‘their’ school wouldn't be 


beaten by more than 14 points 
and were giving 2 to 1 on 
Notre Dame. They’ll all be 
loyal followers again now. 











FILM PEOPLE HEADING 
EAST FOR SNOWY YULE 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Five Warners-First National con- 
tract people are giving a sun-kissed 
Santa Claus the go by this year for 
a Christmas in New York. Most of 
them leave here around Dec. 1. 

They include Marilyn Miller, 
Loretta Young, Edward G. Robin- 
son, Richard Barthelmess and Mer- 
vyn LeRoy. Trip will be Miss 
Young’s first time in New York, ac- 
tress never having been east of Salt 
Lake City. 
Robinson goes on to Europe from 
New York, and will return here 
around Feb. 1 to go into ‘Two Sec- 
onds,’ newly purchased play. Dou; 
glas Fairbanks, Jr., now east, will 
stay on for the holidays with Joan 
Crawford (Mrs. Fairbanks). 








1-7 of Salary Donated by 
Loew’s-Metro for Jobless 


All employees of Loew and 
Metro will contribute one-seventh 
of their salary this week for the 
Loew-Metro unemployment fund. 
Suggestion was made by Nicholas 
M. Schenck. He started the fund 
among employees by a sizeable do- 
nation. 

The money donated will go @i- 
rectly to the unemployment relief 
committees in the various towns in 
which Loew’s theatres and Metro’s 
exchanges are located. 


Blatt, Legit, with Par 


Edward Blatt, legit producer, has 
a Paramount contract. He goes 
into the production personnel and 
is figured to leave for the coast 
in about three weeks. 

Contract said to be with the cus- 
tomary pickups. 








Parker, 17, Loses Fox Job 
But Bounces Right Back 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Cecilia Parker, disoptioned at ex- 
piration of her six months at Fox, 
is back on the payroll for another 
six months as result of her work 
in ‘The Rainbow Trail.’ 

The 17-year-old girl had just 
been disconnected from the contract 
list when Dave Howard’s picture 
developed a spot for a blonde, and 
Miss Parker was given a five-week 
contract at her same old $60. Origi- 
nal list of options was attached, 
and she goes to $75 at once on the 
exercise. _ 





Gene Fowler with Pathe 


Gene Fowler will leave for the 
Coast with an RKO-Pathe contract 
to do dialog for the John Barrymore 
picture at that studio, as soon as 
he completes an original for Par- 
amount on which he is now work- 
ing at his home on Fire Island. 
Story for Par is intended for George 
3ancroft. 

Deal with Par is said to be on a 
basis of acceptance, neither side be- 
ing committed under a contract. 
Lately Fowler has been ill but it 
is believed he will leave within two 
weeks or so for the Coast. 





Fanchon Meets Chicago 
Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Fanchon stopped here Thursday 
bound for New York with another 
stopover in Indianapolis. Femme 
half of Fanchon & Marco was given 
a press reception by the local Bala- 
ban and Katz office at the Black- 
stone Hotel. 

Miss Fanchon sails Dec. 6 on the 





Beach Clubs A. K: 
[. A. Promsters 
Moving Indoors 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
floating 


With and Stationary 
population alike, pretty well leary 
of the beach club thing, the clup 


organizers have turned their actiyj. 
ties indoors. Social clu» promotions 
have been quietly in swing for some 
months with picture people, un. 
conscious of the use of their nana, 
to draw chumps. 

Sponsor or. founder list. also wees 
heavily for local prominents with 
public officials, jurists, police Hey- 
tenants, etc.,. presumably to. leok 
out for their fellow members’ needs 
in ticket fixing, ete. 

Joining argument to the officials 
is vote-gaining contacts. for the 
general public the elbow -rubbiug 


with celebs and the fixing angle; 
for picture people just the vanity 
of their names in print. 


Sociality in some cases refers to 
gambling and liquor. Police raided 
the Wilshire Club, one of the sup- 
posedly exclusive layouts, last week 
on the gambling angle. Some other 
clubs, both Hollywood and down- 
town, have had the foresight to ask 
injunctions against police intere 
ference and publicize the fact. Ree- 
sult has been hands off although no 
eee have been issued. 


Mix’s Denaad te Clean | 
Plots Busies 6 Scribes 


Universal City, Nov. 23. 
Tom Mix’s recent turndown of 
stories prepared for him at Univér- 
sal is proving a bonanza to writets, 
with six currently working on horse 
operas for the Western star and efi- 
deavoring to get the flavor of the 
wide open spaces sans shooti't®, 
cigarettes and barrooms as /pér 
Mix’s ultimatum. , 
His ‘Destry Rides Again,’ 
to taste, goes in Wednesday. 
Scribblers on the quartet of sage 
brush tales are John B. Clymer, 
Clarence Marks, Robert Keith, Eue- 
gene Ford. Ray Taylor and Isadore 
Bernstein, who was general mane 
ager at Universal. 


clean 





Ratoff as Fox Director 


Though looked upon as a successe 
ful actor, Gregory Ratoff prefers to 
be known as a director. It will be 
as a director he will join the Fox 
coast studio next April 3. 

Ratoff just now is in ‘Wonder 
Boy,’ the Jed Harris stage comedy 
of the picture business, that may 
close its Broadway run this week. 


Mrs. Strauss Back at Fox 


Florence graves, . Columbia story 
editor, moved her things over to the 








Fox story department yesterday 
(Monday). No successor named at 
Col. yet. 


Mrs. Strauss, who replaced Islin 
Auster at Columbia, was previously 
with Fox. She will be with Dick 
Rowland. 





Mitzi Green Into ‘Crazy’. 
For $2,000 Vaude Salary 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Mitzi Green is sidetracked from 
her RKO vaude tour to a Radio 
picture by request of J. I. Schnit- 
zer. The $2,000 weekly for which she 
was sc’. on the tour to open in St. 
Louis Dec. 18 still goes for her stuff 
in the Radio musical, ‘Girl Crazy.’ 
She closed for Par at $600 and 
was unoptioned at $1,250 
Vaude dates may be re-lined up 
after the musical finishes. 





Von Stroheim for Tobis 


Tobis is negotiating with Erie von 
Stroheim for one picture to be made 
by him in Berlin. 

Believed Stroheim is willing, he 
being under no contractural obliga- 
tions at present, with terms now 
under discussion. 





Bebe Daniels’ Legit 
San Francisco, Nov. 23. 


‘hh ” 
Bebe Daniels in ‘Mrs. Chenes 
at the 


opens tonight (23), for Duffy 





Bremen for Europe. 


Alcazar (stage). 
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SILENTS MAYBE 








Term Contracts Barred in New Radio 


Studio Reform; Writers Get the Air 





Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

With the exception of a very few 
@utstanding players, no people on 
the Radio lot will have contracts 
under the new set-up. This in- 
cludes executives and writers. 

Scant production activity con- 
tinues meanwhile, with ‘Lost Squad- 
ron,’ supposed to start today, post- 
poned again. Only other Radio fea- 
ture set is ‘Girl Crazy.’ 

Stenographic department has been 
placed on a three-day schedule un- 
til production picks up. 

Still issuing formula denials of a 
standoff between Selznick and 
Rogers on who is the boss, the two 
men have huddled separately with 
Hiram S. Brown to straighten out 
the situation between themselves. 

Rogers denies any friction with 
Selznick, and says they are good 
friends. He adds that if good pic- 
tures can be made it doesn’t mat- 
ter who is the boss. 

Rogers’ side was impressed on 
Brown when the latter visited Pathe 
last week and was shown ‘Suicide 
Fleet’ (Boyd) and ‘Big Shot’ (Quil- 
lan). Brown and Jules Levy, 
Radio’s gen. sales manager who 
went along, expressed their approval 
of the pictures, which scored for 
Rogers. 

Brown may have to prolong his 
stay or else make a quick trip east 
to attend the Dec. 10 finance meet- 
ing, and then return here. 

Salaries and contracts are being 
adjusted all along the line by J. I. 
Schnitzer. Expiring contractees 
who are to be kept are getting 
modified salaries. Some cuts are 
up to 50%. 

Scenario departments at 
Studios have felt the axe most to 
date. Writers are getting special 
attenion from Selznick, who is ex- 
peced to do his biggest reforming 
in their ranks. Selznick wants new 
writers with new ideas, to break 
in under his own production meth- 
ods. He has had agents dizzy 
bringing around scribbler prospects 
for interviews. 

James Seymour, Pathe scenario 
head, is out, and that department 
ceased to exist today. Leaving 
Pathe are F. McGrew Willis, Wilson 
Mizner and Francis E. Faragoh. 
Earl Baldwin was first given notice 
and then asked to stay. 

At Radio, Marion Dix, Alfred 
Jackson, Barney Sarecky and Salis- 
bury Fields are leaving. Field's 
contract was up. 

Directors expected to feel the axe 
this week, with three prominent 
Radio meggers being sized up for 
dismissal. Victor Schertzinger 
leaves next month when his con- 
tract is up. Lowell Sherman’s con- 
tract, giving him $5,000 per week, is 
also up for adjustment. 

Moving day for Pathe is now set 
as Dec. 12, when physical proper- 
ties will be taken to Radio. Latter 
lot went dark on production when 
‘Ladies of the Jury’ finished last 

week, Both ‘Chi’ and ‘Lost 
Squadron’ were stopped and start- 
ing date for latter not known. Pathe 
has three in production, which it 
is rushing to completion before 
moving day. 


both 


Job Clash 

First clash over jobs under the 
Radio-Pathe merger, indicating dis- 
agreement between studio heads, 
came when Max Ree, art director of 
Radio, was announced as head of 
the merged departments. Carroll 
Hart, who held the similar position 
in Pathe was told to discount the 
announcement as Ree was not set 
for the job, despite the previous an- 
nouncement. 

Conflict between Selznick and 
Rogers over authority is expected 
to be reflected all down the line 
among department heads of the two 
Studios until some limitation is set. 


Story for Schnoz 


Metro has assigned Edgar Allen 
Woolf and Madeline Ruthven to 
write a story for Jimmy Durante. 

Possibility that the story will be 
Schnozzle’s first starrer, depending 





A Slight Idea 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Mrs. Florence Robey, whose 
marriage to Dave Howard, Fox 
director, was scheduled for 
Saturday (21), got a premature 
case of picture-wife existence 
when Howard was unable to 
show up. 

Howard couldn't make it be- 
cause he was filming ‘Rain- 
bow Trail.’ Marriage later this 
week, 











Barrymore Cuts 
Picture Salary 
To $125,000 Per 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

A clean cut of $75,000 has been 
knocked off John Barrymore's for- 
mer figure of $200,000 per picture 
which he received at Warners. 
Actor will work for $125,000 per film 
on his contracts with Metro and 
Radio. 

Now playing in ‘Arsene Lupin’ at 
Metro with Lionel Barrymore, John 
has already been optioned for a sec- 
ond by the studio. This will be 
‘The Christian.’ The Radio picture 
will be sandwiched in between. Fox 
is also sizing up Barrymore for a 
picture. 

While with Warners, the classic 
profile received $7,000 per week, or 
$182,000 each for two films a year. 
In addition he received a percent- 
age, which brought his take to 200 
grand per. This contract was made 
while the Barrymore was at his 
peak. 


Juanita Hansen’s Sum 


For Damages Finally 
Set at $109,000 


Yonkers, N. Y., Nov. 23. 

Under a decision of the Court of 
Appeals, Juanita C. Hansen, actress 
of Rye will recover $109,269 from 
the Hotel Lincoln, New York City. 
She sued for $250,000 when scalded 
while attempting to take a shower 
bath at the hotel. She alleged hot 
water gushed from a faucet marked 
‘cold.’ 

A jury in the White Plains Su- 
preme Court awarded her $167,600. 
Court set the verdict aside and or- 
dered a new trial. The case was 
taken to the Appellate Division and 
there the amount was fixed at $100,- 
000 with interest. 

It was this finding sustained by 
the Court of Appeals. 

















Incognito Farmers 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Registered as Mr. and Mrs, Martin 
Foster, Gloria Swanson and her 
husband, Michael Farmer, sailed 
Saturday (21) on the ‘President Mc- 
Kinley’ for New York. 
They are due to arrive there Dec. 


3D. 





‘LOUDER PLEASE’ BIDS 


Play of P. A. Has Three Companies 
Bidding for it 
Paramount, Universal and Warner 
Bros. are negotiating for the picture 
rights to ‘Louder Please,’ play about 
film studio publicity methods, writ- 


ten by a former WB-FN p. a., Nor- 
man Krasna. U has asked that a 
sale be withheld until it has an op- 
portunity to put in another bid for 
the property. 

WB originally wanted to. spot 
James Cagney in the play for its 


Broadway run, Jones & Green, pro- 





on how the yarn shapes up. 


ducers, refusing a deal. 
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CHOOSES GARBO 
AS TRIAL PLAYER 


Faith Left in Possibility of 
Come-Back, Says Jos. M. 
Schenck—Error in Alto- 
gether Dropping Silent 
Features—Many Advan- 
tages Still Held by Silents 





RELAXATION FACTOR 


Silent pictures have a chance of 
coming back; they never should 
have been altogether abandoned, 
says Joseph M. Schenck. 

Believing as he does that Greta 
Garbo is the screen personality 
with the strongest drawing power, 
he thinks that Metro could use the 
Garbo as a trial horse for a full 
length silent feature at this time 
for a test. 

‘Garbo alone would be all right,’ 
Mr. Schenck said, ‘but if Metro 
wants to cinch it, why place Clark 
Gable alongside of her. 

‘There are other stars who could 
easily carry through silent features, 
t-» my mind, at this time. There is 
a public for them I am certain,’ Mr. 
Schenck added. ‘You don’t know, 
of course, that Charlie Chaplin's 
‘City Lights’ as a silent comedy 
grossed more that Charlie’s ‘Gold 
Rush’.’ 

As a pioneer showman in the pic- 
ture field, a producer and distrib- 
utor of silent and talker features, 
Schenck’s argument was for the si- 
lent picture when the talkers hove 
into sight some four or more years 
ago. He claims the advantages of 
the silent still remain. They never 
were offset, Schenck asserts, ex- 
cepting by the novelty of the talkers 
that long since exhausted itself. 

‘We will pass up the angles in 
favor of the silents as they existed, 
the better ease for the screen actor 
and perhaps the better acting, the 
less sophisticated story, and just go 
into the advantage given to the 
patron by the relaxation from the 
silent. 


Better for Stage Shows 


‘With the talker there is the con- 
centration required of the audi- 
ence, the strain you might almost 
call it, to catch and follow the dia- 
log of the picture. The talking pic- 
ture now must too closely resemble 
a stage play. 

‘And again regarding the attempt 
to give support to the weaker talk- 
ers with stage shows. What does 
the stage show present? Isn't it 
more talk after the house has lis- 
tened to the dialog of the talker? 
With silent pictures on the screen 
the stage performance by live tal- 
ent was in striking and favorable 
contrast; it was diverting and 
helped the performance as a whole.’ 

Schenck’s opinion of silents in- 
cluded sound effects as of today. He 
does not look upon the proposed 
remakes of ‘Ben Hur’ or ‘What 
Price Glory,’ nor the sounded ‘Birth 
of a Nation’ as a real test of silents 
for nowadays. 

As a competing producer (United 
Artists) with Metro and the other 
first line film studios, Mr. Schenck 
was asked if he could be quoted in 
his reference to Miss Garbo as the 
strongest drawing personality on 
the screen, in his estimation? 

‘You certainly can,’ he replied, 
‘and go as far as you like in mak- 
ing my opinion known about silent 
pictures.’ 











Metro Calls Selwyn 


Metro's call for Edgar Selwyn to 
go west again probably means that 
the producer will do only one show 
for Broadway this season and that 
has already opened. While Sel- 
wyn hasn't settled on going, it’s un- 
derstood that if he leaves he will go 
}out Nov. 25. 


Selwyn’s ‘Fast Service’ opened 
last week. ‘Lady Tires’ by Frances 
Marion, film writer, will be the 


show called off if he returns to Hol- 
lywood. 
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Pacific Coast Not Bloodthirsty 
But Just Anxious for War Boom 





Reverse Christmas 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

A director has decided to 
give a supervisor a _ pocket 
knife for Christmas. 

So the supervisor won't know 
what the gift is until Christ- 
mas day, the director is going 
to stick it in his back now. 


LITTLE DEMAND 
FOR BEARDED 
MENACES 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 


Agents and producers are search- 
ing for character and heavy actors 
who can work without beards and 
tons of make-up. The old heavy 
with the muff and big eyebrows is 
out. New menace must be able to 
accomplish his villiany minus any 
mattress on the chin. Same for 
character men; they must be clean 
old guys. 

About the only actors in pictures 
who can play age or dirty work 
without the use of makeup and chin 
pieces are Jean Hersholt, Walter 
Huston and Lewis Stone. 

Hersholt is the No. 1 among char- 
acter men, rarely using makeup, 
and only two times in the past five 
years has he used a muff. The late 
Rudolph Schildkraut had about the 
same record. Hersholt depends 
mostly on the different way he ar- 
ranges his hair to change his facial 
appearance. 

Huston, with exception of ‘Lin- 
coln’ in the picture of the same 
name, has remained beardless in his 
picture career. He also works with 
a minimum of makeup. 

Same for Stone, who has probably 
Hollywood's record for the number 
of characterizations he has played. 
Stone never gets any brutal heavy 
assignments. 


SAY LIL DAGOVER LEFT 
IN HUFF; WON’T RETURN 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Strong current of opinion out here 
which opines that Lil Dagover, who 
left for Germany a week ago, won't 
return for Warner Brothers. This 
is despite the studio announcement 
that the actress is due back in 
February. 

Tuetonic girl told friends that she 
was peeved and through with Amer- 
ican picture making after complet- 
ing her first film on this side. Miss 
Dagover was brought over by WB 
for one picture and given a heavy 
publicity campaign upon her arrival 
and while en route to the coast. 


Ray Rockett’s Debts 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Ray Rockett’s bankruptcy, with 
assets figured as $160,088, as against 
liabilities of $117,258, involves his 
home in Beverly Hills and several 
parcels of real estate the picture 
producer was purchasing in San 
Diego county. Realty valued at 
$154,733 is security on $96,452 of his 
debts. His residence in Beverly 
Hills is valued at $42,000. 

On Rockett’s San Diego property 
is a nine-room house with four-car 
garage. His big unsecured obliga- 
tion is $10,441 to A. L. Rockett, 
with smaller claims coming to $9,000 
more. 

















CO-ED CONNECTS 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Nedra Gillette, college girl, with 


no screen experience, has been given}! 


an acting contract by Universal 


+ 


Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 

Pacific Coast is waiting anxiously 
for the war clouds over Japan and 
China to either blow away or start 
pouring. If it’s the latter it means 
a Coast boom. 

Arrival of over $100,000,000 in gold 
from Japan to San Francisco banks 
in the last two weeks has been the 
talk of bankers, merchants and the- 
atre owners from Tacoma to San 
Diego with all seeing in the move 
the establishment of a huge credit 
by the Nipponese for purchases here 
in the eventuality of hostilities, 

Amusement business is looking 
forward to a brisk pickup in grosses 
if the Oriental strife continues, 
foreseeing the reopening of fac- 
tories and shipping facilities. 

In Los Angeles it would mean ad- 
ditional impetus to the struggling 
textile industry and the oil and cot- 
ton business as well as increased ac- 
tivities for local product manufac- 
tories that cannot compete élse- 
where with eastern brands because 
of freight tariffs. 

San Francisco would probably 
benefit most of all because of in- 
creasin~’ its food and finished metals 
exports, and since more coast in- 
dustries are concentrated in the 
S. F. bay district than anywhere 
else in the west. 

Grain and Timber 

The Northwest in wartime would 
be able to get rid of surplus grain 
and other foodstuffs and is antici- 
pating a revival of a stagnant and 
almost dead timber industry. Cana- 
dian ports would also see increased 
activity if China and Japan go be- 
yond calling each other names. 

Entire Pacific seaboard, especially 
the northern end, is buzzing with 
anticipation. Another factor, how- 
ever, is that if anything starts the 
Coast will be saturated with the un- 
employed from all over the country. 


Eisenstein Film Troupe 
Hit by Tropical Fever 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Tropical fever has stricken most 
of the Sergei Eisenstein company 
filming a picture in Yucatan, ac- 
cording to word recéived here. 

All work was held up two weeks 
while Eisenstein and the others 
were recovering. The Russian di- 
rector is expected back in Holly- 
wood before first of the year with 
his picture completed. 








AGNEW ON FLOOR 
Bobby Agnew, former film juve, 
opened yesterday (Monday) at the 


Cocoanut Grove, Boston, on a two- 
week guarantee. 
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Chan's Contemplated 


a ee 


Merger of 


Fox and Loew May Need Year to 
Work Out—Tinker’s Chiefs of Depts. 


Whether or not further changes 
in the personne] setup of Fox Film 
are contemplated or may be in the 
swing with the ascendency of Ed- 
ward Tinker to head the company is 
a matter of interpretation. Official- 
ly it has been indicated no upsets 
on the executive end are to follow. 
Tinker assumes charge where Har- 
ley L. Clarke left off. That occurred 
Saturday (21) after Clarke left New 
York for the middle west. 


Fox Studios, according to inside, 
is about to take on a new executive. 
He is E. McIntyre, presumably 
headed for the coast to become the 
Fox studio business manager. From 
all indications offered he is the same 
exec who recently made the official 
downtown survey of the Fox coast 
properties in company with Richard 
Rowland and Herman G. Place, 
Chase banker. 

What the McIntyre shift may 
mean is open to conjecture. He is 
to be the eastern financial rep, from 
all accounts, and will hold a rigid 
grasp on the coast purse strings for 
Fox. In form McIntyre is consid- 
ered a Clarke appointee, described 
as a utility recruit. 

It is known that severa] Fox 
changes had been considered prior 
to the ascendency of Tinker. These 
included a couple in the home of- 
fice branch and a probable single 
change on the coast setup. Since, 
however, indications show these may 
be postponed or not made a‘ all, 


Clarke’s Position 


Analysis of that phase of the Fox 
situation brings back the Clarke 
status which if anything looks to 
have been materially strengthened 
with the selection of Tinker as pres- 
ident. The changes that had been 
contemplated look to have those 
preferred by the banking minds. 
With Tinker, a Clarke nominee on 
the eastern end, and McIntyre, an- 
other Clarke selection on the coast 
end, that angle of Clarke’s improved 
position looks to hold. 

Although never, so far as known, 
publicly revealed, the Fox Film 
properties as a group have been 
banded under a triumvirate trustee- 
ship which comprises Albert Wig- 
gin, Frank O. Watts and Harley L., 
Clarke. This trusteeship controlling 
the ultimate destiny of Fox was 
formed and has been in effect since 
the first entrance of Wiggin into 
Fox affairs as a Fox board member, 
later .replaced by W. W. Aldrich. 
Latter may.or may not be presently 
on that trusteeship in Wiggin’s 
stead. Watts, who is from St. Louis, 
is considered a. Chase rep, thus 
handing Chase practical control of 
Fox affairs regardless or maybe. 

Unravelling the ramifications of 
Fox control is one for downtown 
minds only who know what it’s all 
about. Growing importance of 
Chase Bank in the affairs of Fox is 
more than apparent. Little if any 
of that institution’s aims in the 
matter is made known until effected 
and the Fox officials are equally un- 
knowing of same, 


Merger 


How Chase is fixed for say-so, 
however, is best gleaned by the re- 
cent election of three members of 
the board of Film Securties Corp., 
to the Loew Company board. Film 
Securities is the holding company 
for Fox's interest in Loew’s. The 
men elected include Eugene W. 
Leake, president of Film Securities, 
and also head of the Adams Express 
(o., one time considered to head 
lox also. Others are J. R. Hazel 
and John E. Searle. The trio re- 
place Leopold Friedman, Loew at- 
torney; Daniel E. Pomeroy and H. 
M. Rice. 

Maybe that corroborates the con- 
sistent indication for a contem- 
plated merger of the Loew and Fox 
properties. This, according to in- 
timate downtown sources, may hap- 


pen within a year with Nicholas 


Schenck heading the combo. Har- 


ley L. Clarke, now chairman of the 
Fox board, is given as agreeable to 


such a plan, which may or may not 
point that Clarke’s ideas on any- 
thing concerning Fox stil] count. 
Another. angle comes from bank- 
er minds close to the Fox situation. 
This is to the effect that Tinker is 
to surround himself with a super 
cabinet government of the _ best 
minds in Fox. . Each Fox major di- 
vision is to be headed by a special 
expert in that field. Thus there wil] 





Giveaway as Feature 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Ufa Cinema theatre, in its 
first effort to go wholeheart- 
edly German, is billing its 
give-away above its picture: 
‘Prime Special Beer and Pretz- 

els Served Gratis— 
A Screen Event dear to every 
lover of fine literature.’ 


TELEVISION TAP 
BURNS FILM 
BOYS 











Eastern film story execs trying to 
buy film rights to plays are in 2 
mild stew over demands by legit 
producers and authors for extra 
money to take care of television 
privileges. 

Picture men, feeling that tele- 
vision is still remote, are reluctant 
to consider this phase for special 
consideration in a monetary way, 
particularly if the amount asked is 
heavy. 

One deal is said to have already 
suffered due to a television demand. 


The producers dropped negotiations 


entirely and the play remains un- 
sold. 

For some time studio contracts for 
purchase of film rights have in- 
cluded ‘mechanical rights’ for re- 
production of voice, that embracing 
television. Universal was the first 


to insert coverage on _ television, 
others following. In doing this the 
film men, among other things, 


wanted protection in the event tele- 
vision came along and a play, as a 
result, might be revived even though 
it was once mechanically done as 
a talking picture. . 
Report that Warner Bros. in buy- 
ing picture rights to ‘Two Seconds’ 
paid an extra consideration for tele- 
vision rights is denied at the home 
office. 





Thompson on L. I. 


Harlan Thompson has resumed 
his picture activity by joining Para- 
mount to adapt ‘Cloudy With 
Showers,’ the play. This is a Freddie 
March-Nancy Carroll feature to be 
made at the Long Island studios. 
Thompson’s two-act non-chorus 
musical, for which casting was 
practically completed, has been de- 
ferred until after the first of the 
year. He is at Paramount on a one 
picture assignment 





be one production chief, one dis- 
tributing head and one theatre man 
to have practically absolute sway 
over his field, permitting Tinker to 
clean up the financial tangle before 
the merger is utimately consum- 
mated, 

These experts are given as already 
picked, in one quarter. The group 
will include W. C. Michel, Clarke 
appointee, and executive vice-presi- 
dent of Fox, who retains that post 
and title under Tinker. 

Nick Schenck recommended the 
usual $1 extra dividend, at the an- 
nual meeting Loew’s last week. Up 
to that time it had been figured that 
in view of Loew’s decreased earn- 
ings this year, although highly prof- 
itable, the extra dividend might be 
passed. 

If and when so acted by the Loew 
board it means around $660,000 ex- 
tra for Film Securities Corp. But, 
while Fox Film gets none of this, 
General Theatres Corp., Fox parent 
company and holder of the preferred 
shares of F. C. C. will get around 
$350,000. 

It was stated at the Loew meet- 
ing in reply to a stockholders’ query 
that Nicholas Schenck’s salary with 
Loew’s was $2,500 weekly plus a 
24%.% bonus which in 1930 amounted 
to $274,404. Salary of David Bern- 
stein, v. p. and treasurer of Loew's 
was given as $2,000 weekly plus a 


%% dividend which amounted to 
$164,642, that same year. A cut in 
bonuses was recommended. No 








other Loew officer receives a bonus. 


Swapping Jones’ Horse 
For Moters and Gas 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Columbia has decided to modern- 
ize Buck Jones by taking away his 
horse and removing him from the 
atmosphere of the great outdoors. 
He will show in action pictures with 
varied locales. 

First picture under the new dis- 
pensation will be ‘High Speed,’ an 
A motorcycle story 
is being readied to follow. 


auto-race yarn. 


RKO ASSURED OF FUNDS 
PENDING REFINANCING 


RKO is to receive another million 
dollars it is said from Radio Corp- 
oration of America on Dec. 1. This 
c.dvance is pending the refinancing 
as proposed for RKO. RCA gave 
RKO its first million in cash Nov. 1 
on the plan, when the second mil- 
lion was promised. 

There seems to be no certainty in 

{KO circles which take in the 
downtown ends of RCA that the 
present plan announced will be 
gone through with. An expectancy 
seems to prevail that by the Dec. 10 
meeting set for the plan’s consider- 
ation by RKO stockholders, one or 
more other refinancing ideas will 
be presented, with possibly one of 
them accepted. 

During the week past more state- 
ments were issued, by B. B. Kahane 
for RKO as its general counsel, by 
a committee of stockholders or by 
the reputed attorneys for a group 
of stockholders. Announcements 
on either side said. little beyond 
what would be expected under the 
condition. 

RKO is reported to have 26,000 
stockholders. Its bonded liability is 
said to be around $50,000,000, with 
book valued assets at $127,000,000. 

The downtowners interested in 
RKO claim the company needs more 
attention to its operation at present 
than anything else. 

Herman Zohbel, RKO treasurer, 
who is gathering in the proxies for 
the RKO meeting, has made no 
ciaims so far of the proxies ap- 
proaching a majority of the out- 
standing stock. 


Double Foreign Films 


With closing of the Tobis-Van- 
derbilt theatre, New York, Sunday 
(22), ‘Kaiserliebchen’ (Fox-Atlan- 
tis) moved over to the Little Car- 
negie Playhouse. It will be double- 
featured with ‘Operndoute’ (Green- 
baum-Emetlka). 

First time the Little Carnegie has 
double featured foreign films, 


~ 








DECISION ON ‘SCARFACE’ 


Schenck Will Make It—Hughes 
Anxious to Take Chance on Release 





Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Joe Schenck, expected here this 
Wednesday (25) will at once confer 
with Howard Hughes on the latter’s 
‘Searface.” Picture has been sent 
back here for revision. 

Hays office has suggested many 
cuts but Hughes is eager to take a 
chance with the film after a few 
necessary changes. 

Schenck’s viewpoint will largely 
determine the course of action on 
this $800,000 production. 


WB HOUSE MGR. 
MUST SELL HIS 
SHOW OR ELSE 


Hereafter Warner Bros. house 
managers will have to be go-getting 
salesmen, and with a combination 
of that flair and showmanship, sell 
shows for top value. 

In view of conditions, WB is in- 
sistent it’s more important than 
ever before that the manager do 
more than manage a theatre. In 


Warners, with added responsibility, 
the house manager is to be called 
upon to himself personally see that 
proper exploitation and intelligent 
booking are practiced. 

The edict is that if a manager 
can’t sell his show right, he should 
not be a manager; that today there 
is no room in the business for the 
house boss who doesn’t put sales- 
manhip and showmanship into his 
work, 

Moe Silver, newly appointed as- 
sistant general manager of the 
Warner chain, under Dan Micha- 
love, chief operator, will make a 
tour of WB houses for a survey on 
the managerial situation, it is said. 

Silver recently came on from Los 
Angeles, where he was WB Pacific 








Coast operating head. 








W.E. REDUCES ROYALTY 
ON CLASSROOM SHORTS 


Fox-RCA Photophone deal is 
virtually off. According to inside, 
Western Electric has capitulated to 
Fox’s demands that it reduce its 
royalty on sound recording for the 
classroom to the level of $100 estab- 
lished by Photophone. 

It is understood that the reduced 
royalty will prevail for all shorts so 
far made by Fox. ‘These include 
about 40 and the reduction will 
mean a saving to Fox of $20,000. 

W. E. at the start refused to con- 
sider a reduction until the Fox con- 
tract with Photophone was drawn 
and awaited signatures, 


John Balaban in Chi 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 
John Balaban, director of the 
Publix-B. & K. group, hove into 








town last week for his first visit 
in six months. He’s here for about 
two weeks to look over the terri- 
tory and to straighten out the open- 
ing of the new Southtown theatre 
next month. Also to smooth out the 
final details of the new operators’ 
upion agreement, 

“Of most interest was his denial 
that Bill Hollander, local publicity 
chief, would be hauled back to New 
York for a national exploitation job. 
States that Hollander will stick at 





his local post 


Serials Tossed Out of All F-WC 


Houses at Instigation of Femmes 


Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 

Eind of serials as entertainment 
for kid audiences is seen in their 
elimination from all special chil- 
dren’s programs given by Fox-West 
Coast. This is at the request of 
women’s clubs, school organizations 
and church groups. 

Chief objection to the serials by 
the various groups was that they 
are ‘exaggerated, inconsistent and 
don’t show life as it is” In addi- 
tion they were characterized as 
‘abnormal.’ 

Eight Fox Leaders’ juvenile 
groups have substituted shorts for 
the thrillers on their Saturday 
morning programs. ““wenty-five ad- 
ditional towns are on the list where 
Leaders clubs will be organized 
shortly. In every case the F-WC 
public relations department, which 
is in close contact with femme or- 
ganizations i: Southern California 
and which set up the kid clubs, ex- 
pects a request to keep serials off 
the program. 

Universal studio, only major 
company making serials, said the 
kids provide biggest audience for 
the continued-next-week films, but 
they’re also made for the small 
Main street type grind houses and 
a general moron audience. U has 
Henry MacRae making a Scotland 
yard serials in England, and is 
holding up start of another. ‘Sema- 
phores,’ railroad story. 

F-WC’s public relations depart- 
ment is in closer contact with 
ladies’ societies than any picture 
division in the country. Its influ- 
ence extends among the femmes 





throughout the west 
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Chi Exchanges Asking Panicky 
Exhibs Not to Cut Admissions 





Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Exhibitor-exchange tussle over 
the matter of admission prices ig 
around the corner following the pro. 
posal on the part of the distributors 
to switch the release dates of pice 
tures in houses which are switche 
ing admission prices. Fight of the 
exchanges is of course directed 
against the lowering of tariff which 
is taking place with increasing fre- 
quency among the neighborhood 
theatres, many of which are clip- 
ping down toa dime. This 10c price 
is the prong sticking into the side 
of the exchanges, and they’re sweate 
ing to pull it out. 

Entire matter is a delicate sub- 
ject since the distributors are pro- 
hibited from acting in unison since 
this action would come under the 
restraint-of-trade heading. But 
while there is no tangible agreement 
among the exchanges, there's a tacit 
one, and they’re plenty perturbed 
about what epidemic of price-cut- 
ting in admission prices would do 
to the film rentals. 

Skeleton arrangement on film re- 
lease as tentatively set up places 
houses charging 25c in the first week 
of general release, those touching 
20c in the second week, 15c in the 
third, while the 10c admission spots 
would be shoved hopelessly into the 
13th week of release. 

Cut-rating and the two-for-ones 
will not be permitted to slip by on 
this ruse, the ruling on the two-for- 
one being that such tariff be rated 
as half the regular admission scale; 
that is, a house charging 30c on 
the sign, but allotting two-for- 
one tickets, will be reckoned as hav- 
ing an admission scale of 15c top. 

Exchanges are taking the attitude 
that the exhibitors have to be saved 
in spite of themselves. Exhibs in 
town are actually in a panic due to 
a spread of poor business which 
started with the Operators-Allied 
battle. During that six-week period 
of dynamite and stench bombing 
the Chicago public learned to stay 
away from the neighborhood the- 
atres, and it’s evident that it’ll take 
a few weeks to teach them to come 
back. 

Distributors are daily hauling ex- 
hibitors in their offices and minutely 
explaining to them that price-cut- 
ting rarely aids a theatre; that 
while the patronage may be in- 
creased, that the gross’ seldom 
equals the former take. Their great 
argument is the price-slashing ideas 
of Essaness here and Publix in De- 
troit; both firms regret they ever 
started the notion. 


UNION STRIFE OVER 
STUDIO SOUND MEN 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Jurisdictional fight between IATSE 
and the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers over studio 
sound men. Harold Smith, of IATSE 
sound local, demands his men be in- 
cluded in the new studio agreemert 
Nov. 29, stating that walkouts of all 
IATSE branches will occur if studios 
refuse. 

IBEW in its present agreement is 
claiming jurisdiction over sound 
jobs, therefore in case of an IATSE 
walkout it would step right into the 
jobs. 

Meanwhile Warner-First National 
evidence the producers’ attitude to- 
wards the threat by ordering a 
standard salary of $100 for all sound 
men this week. Some salaries pre- 
viously reached $350. 

It is generally believed that Can- 
avan will eliminate IATSE sound 
and lab men from the new agree- 
ment while producers renew with 
IBEW as previously. 

Last year in the sound men walk- 
out at Pathe, IBEW men immedi- 
ately took over the jobs. Studios 
are employing IATSE men, but not 
recognizing as a union. 


East and West 


Hollywood, Nov. = 
Marilyn Miller leaves for New 
York next Sunday (29). She has 
recovered from the tooth infection. 
In New York Miss Miller preb- 
ably will see Ziegfeld about his re- 
cent offer of the lead in the Drownh- 
Henderson musical. 











James Cagney returns to Holly- 
wood Dec. 4 upon completing 
current Warner vaude bookinss. — 

Studio expects Cagney around 


Dec. 7 to start on his next talker- 
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Poverty Row Boys Can Chisel $2,000 
From $10,000 Feature Film Budget 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Character and better-than-bit ac- 
tors, once in the money, are being 





Investor Complains 
Over Proposal of 


PRODUCERS TALK 
THAT WAY NOW 


Meetings Scheduled for 
Eastern +and Western 











RCA Photophone Behind New Studio 
At Brantwood, N. J., with Executives 
In Other Lines Unknown to Show Biz 
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hired ‘for the picture’ at $100 to a tae : Heads in Hollywood to Ha W Boost RCA Photophone is reported back- 
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Budget so far as the bankroller 


majorly those aligned with the 


regulations, is strongly indicated. 


: - , »ssible. 

is concerned is $10,000 top, but pie cigg See GH. Ons How Ot nr hae association, are in favor of a arnt dak 0s 00 two extra Executives of Royal Studios, as 
from the inside it musn’t go over |City Park, states he paid the OFr-| reduction in the number of full pictures a month be added to the|the Brantwood property is known, 
$8,000, or else. Writer working for ganization $750 on a $5,000 profit- | length pictures annually or seasonly. regulation schedule ‘tb hoes making |®@mit that Photophone has ‘a large 
one of those companies must turn |Sharing agreement. He was alsO| What ratio of decrease is proposed | .i, prods. in work from now material interest in the studios.’ 
out one ‘original’ a week to draw | °ffered, it is reported, the job of] ig not reported. It is possible the 7 ‘ These executives are little known to 


his check. Producer of the same 
outfit learned something of sound 
and acts as his own mixer. 

One of these companies last week 
found ofter editing that the picture 
ran only 4,200 feet. Had to be 
around 5,00C. Called one of the 
actresses back, had her sing a song 
in a picture otherwise tensely dra- 
matic and the extra 800 feet were in. 


Prior Rights to Bull. 
Fight Film Claimed for 
‘Kid Spain’ by Cantor 


Eddie Cantor and United Artists 
threaten steps to restrict Florenz 
Ziegfeld from doing a show with 
Bert Lahr as a bull-fighter, on 
grounds of priority to such a story 
as Cantor’s next picture for Sam 
Goldwyn. 

New York dailies announced 
Zeigfeld intended doing a show of 
that style with Lahr. Cantor im- 
mediately notified Goldwyn’s New 
York headquarters this would be in 
conflict with ‘Kid From Spain.’ 

Cantor registered the bull-fight 
story as ‘Kid From Spain’ with the 
Authors League, New York, and 
Writers Club, Hollywood, in May, 





musical supervisor when the stu- 
dios opened. 

Mentioned in the corporation pa- 
pers of the company are J. J. 
Cooney and B. J. Cooney, promoters 
of the National Theatres group of 
southside theatres which were later 
taken over by Warner Brothers fol- 
lowing a receivership. 

Also listed are Leroy Alexander, 
former local Columbia manager, 
and Henri Elman, previously with 
the Tiffany office but now running 
a film buying circuit through the 
Allied office. 

Appears from present indications 
that Alexander and Elman, and 
possibly B. J. Cooney, will not be 
involved since their names are not 
on the Terry agreement papers. 
Alexander’s name does appear on 
the papers but is not his signature, 
merely a rubber stamp. 

Entire matter is before the at- 
torney general’s office which is in- 
vestigating. 


“TRUSTIFYING’ FILMS 
OF TRAVELOG KIND 


So-called travelog pictures, made 
on official expeditions or independ- 
ently by members of the Explorers’ 








conferences amongst the producers 
have not reached that point. 

With the arrival of Nicholas 
Schenck this week the eastern end 
of the film industry will be well 
represented on the coast. At pres- 
ent out here are Adolph Zukor, 
Harry M. Warner and Hiram 
Brown. With a full complement of 
studio heads, it is anticipated there 
will be a joint meeting of the west 
and east on the subject of re- 
stricted production with a decision 
swiftly reached. Jos. M. Schenck, 
the single absentee producing head 
just now, is due in with his brother, 
Nick. 

A meeting of much importance is 
set for this week for the heads of 
the business and producing ends. 
Much that is of importance to the 
whole picture industry is slated for 
frank discussion. 

At meetings held out here of late 
by the producing chiefs only, it is 
said the feeling has been expressed 
toward a downward schedule of 
program talkers, the one picture a 
week shown in some of the chain 
theatres attached to their produc- 
ing studio here. Some of ths ex- 
hibitor-distributor-producer studios 
in this colony are dus to make as 
high as 70 full lengths this season. 
From that they scale to the number 
afforded by the more limited facili- 
ties of the smaller producers, this 
excepting Metro, which has 52 fea- 


While release dates have been 
maintained, the senior Warner 
wants a healthy margin in order to 
circumvent any such exigencies 
as Warners’ Hollywood, in New 
York, being leased out to Aarons & 
Freedley for a legit musical because 
of a shortage of product to fill all of 
the four WB Broadway houses. 


SID KENT STAYS 
AT PARAMOUNT 


Sidney R. Kent is remaining with 








Paramount, as its general manager 


and in charge of sales. Kent is said 


to have recently proffered his res- 


ignation, but was Informed, it is 
reported, Paramount intended to 
hold him through his longevity of 
service and present contract to Par- 
amount. 

This quieted the several reports of 
late, Kent would leave Par, to as- 
sume charge of this or that film 
company. Most rampant of these 
rumors was one the past week link- 
ing Kent with RKO. It traveled 
from New York to Hollywood and 


the general industry, all 
banker connections. 

Andrew J. Breslin, according te 
an announcement made at the Pho- 
tophone New York headquarters, is 
president. He is credited as being 
formerly connected with Westing- 
house and now secretary of the 
East New York Savings Bank and 
treasurer of the Empire Title and 
Guarantee Co., both in Brooklyn. 

Leo Beck, vice-president, is listed 
as chief engineer for Neon Lights, 
while Cornelius Breslin, Royal's 
treasurer, and John Breslin, secre- 
tary, are described as trustee of the 
Richmond National Savings Bank 
and vice-president of the Breslin 
Lumber Co., respectively. 

6 Features to Start 

Production plans include at the 
start six features at a cost ranging 
between $75,000 and $100,000 each. 
The company has taken out a lease 
for a long term of years, according 
to its spokesmen, on what was for- 
merly the E. K. Lincoln studios. 
During the past seven months work 
of reconditioning the property and 
building four new stages have pro- 
gressed. 

Trips to Hollywood and arrange- 
ments with talent to come east were 
conducted on an equally quiet basis. 
Executives, this week, except in a 
broad way, refused to reveal details 
which they said will be contained in 
a general announcement within an- 


having 


1930. Shortly after that date, he * t its list th ason. back again. 
mentioned it to Zeigfeld, it is | Club, American Museum of Natural | ‘UT°S 0" me ee ee ee ee Kent’s purpose in submitting his other week. 
’ 70 too Many Admission is made that rights to 
claimed. History and similar institutions, are resignation to Paramount is said to three current plays have been pur- 
What action Cantor and Goldwyn-|to be almost completely shut out} Whatever cuts im _ production) have been to remove himself as a 


UA may take isn’t indicated at this 
time. 

According to Cantor, it is certain 
he will make ‘Kid From Spain’ for 
Goldwyn in the spring as his next 
picture. 


PATHE’S PANSY BIT 
NEWSREEL HOLDOVER 


Probably the first newsreel clip 
ever held over by itself is Pathe’s 
Pansy dog show bit, which the RKO 
Palace, New York, is playing cur- 
rently for a third week, with in- 
tentions of holding it as long as the 
present Cantor-Jessel bill lasts. 

Cantor follows the newsreel with 
a gag about it. 

The Palace took the scene out of 
the regular weekly Pathe release 
three weeks ago, and is adding it 
to the news reel weekly as a regu- 
lar part of the vaude bill. 


THEATRE PROTECTION 
AGAINST MUNY SHOWS 


Oklahoma City, Nov. 23. 

Trustees of the Memorial audi- 
torium, Hiawatha, Kan., were re- 
Strained from leasing the hall for 
either picture or road shows under 
pd permanent injunction granted to 
Glen Dickinson Theaters by District 
Judge C. W. Brown. 

The court held that the city had 
no right to operate a building main- 
tained by taxpayers in competition 
with private business. 














from the rest of the industry by 
contacts, almost approximating 
agreements, effected by the newly 
formed Raspin Productions. Pre- 
pared to lend financial backing for 
outright ownership of all film taken, 
purpose of the Raspin company is 
to act as a producer-distributor of 
this type of production. 

Raspin is headed by E. B. Rasch- 
baum and Sidney T. Pink, who were 
stock brokerage partners in Wall 
Street for twenty years. 

They make their bow as commer- 
cial picture men Dec. 14 at the Cri- 
terion, New York, with ‘Explorers 
of the World,’ 90-minute production 
which embraces pictures made by 
six famous explorers on yarious ex- 
peditions. Raspin has the Criterion 
on outright rental for one month, 
with option for three additional 
months and will present the picture 
at a $2 top rather than $1, as re- 
ported. 

Noice as M. C. 

Harold Noice, who has made seven 
expeditions to Persia and other 
countries, headed the North Mag- 
netic Polar Expedition and was with 
Steffanson in the Arctic, appears in 
the first picture, acting as master 
of ceremonies. The other five ex- 
plorers whose pictures go to make 
up film also appear personally, 

Both the Raspin company and the 
six explorerg in the ‘Explorers’ pic- 
ture resent ‘Variety’ referring to 
the eminent expeditionists as ‘globe- 
trotters. Even a ‘Variety’ mugg 
ought to know better than that, said 
Harold McCracken, one of the best 
known of the explorers. 

P. K. Thomajan, with Harold 
Lloyd on the coast five years, and 
recently east, has been appointed 
publicity director for Raspin, 





schedules to be made will probably 
go into effect with the new season, 
32-33, starting next August. 

The foremost argument to be 
heard in production discussion is 
a familiar one; that no studio is 
capable of turning out 70 talkers per 
season with the full quota receiv- 
ing proper attention. 

United Artists, looked upon as a 
front line studio, will not dis- 
tribute over 24 talkers this season, 
and may limit the output to 16. 
The RKO producer, Radio Pictures, 
is now set for 40 full lengths, fol- 
lowing the merger of Radio Pictures 
with RKO-Pathe, Paramount, Fox 
and Warners are the 70-pictures 
each studios, with Warners inclu- 
sive of the First National’s 35. 

Columbia and Universal are each 
set for around 24 features. 

Independent picture makers, those 
of the better grade and others in 
the quickie classification, have 
schedules of more or less flexibility. 
None runs into a large number of 
annual releases. Most of the indies 
make their talkers for an antici- 
pated gross that does not largely 
vary from the pre-production esti- 
mates, 


Tiffany’s Future 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Whether Tiffany goes on as a 
producing studio depends on the 
visit of E. H. Hammons, head of 
Tiff and Educational, who came here 
last week. After a look around 
Hammons will say what is advis- 
able. 

Current program at Tiff will be 
finished around Dec. 20, and nothtng 
has been set for next year. Studio 
has no stories lined up. 














possible objector to any future pol- 
icies Par may wish to install. In 
the past it is trade known Kent en- 
tered strong objectons to different 
Paramount movements. His orig- 
inal objection to Walter Wanger as 
an important factor in Paramount 
production is said to have led to the 
eventual and virtual elimination of 
Wanger from that department. Kent 
became openly known as opposed 
to commercial advertising on the 
screen before that ill-fated inno- 
vation was attempted. 

Reports concerning Kent and his 
position with Par now came through 
his friends. Kent in person says 
nothing beyond that he intends to 
stay with Paramount. 


SCHULBERG PROPOSAL 
CHANGED BY ZUKOR 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

B. P. Schulberg declares it was 
his own suggestion that he step 
down from the chief production 
seat at Paramounc¢ to handle 12 to 
18 Par. pictures annually. To this, 
Schulberg states, Adolph Zukor dis- 
sented, requesting that Schulberg 
remain production head in the mak- 
ing of the remaining 50 Paramount 
films on the program. 

Schulberg’s correction for him- 
self is caused through a story in 
‘Variety’ last week. It said that pur- 
suant to the studio findings by 
Emanuel Cohen, the Hollywood plot 
would go in the unit system with 
Schulberg as part of that system. 

Cohen will not remain on the 
Coast. He returns east, probably 
with Zukor, shortly after Dec, 1. 








chased. Main reason for withhold- 
ing information at this time, one 
exec said, is because corporation's 
name may be changed. A recording 
company in New York has a similar 
title. 

Independents may rent space, the 
same being described as sufficiently 
ample to accomodate both the com- 
pany’s and their production activi- 
ties. 

Two large producing companies, 
mentioned as members of the Hays 
group, were said by Royal execu- 
tives to have agreed to keep one 
producing unit permanently in the 
east. 

Inferences that Universal is one of 
these companies brought denials 
from executives in the U home office. 
Ignorance of the entire plan and an 
additional determination not to pro- 


duce in the east were maintained 
at U. 





Tinker Favors Classrooms 





Economies which may be effected 
by E. R. Tinker, new Fox president, 
will not include elimination of Fox’s 
visual educational dept. 

Tinker is credited with having 
gone on record as coinciding with 
Harley Clark on the value of visual 
production, 


READY ON ‘CHURCH MOUSE’ 
Hollywood, Noy. 23. 

Marian Marsh and Warren Wil- 
liams have been named by War- 
ners as leads in ‘Church Mouse.’ 

Roy Del Ruth, who will direct, and 
Joe Jackson, adaptor, are back from 
New York where they have beeg 
studying the Brady stage prduce 
tion of the piece. 
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Visual Education 


By Tom Waller 





(Twelfth of this series of articles on motion pictures in the class- 











room.) 
+ . 
Enormity of the visual educa- STORIES-TALENT WANTED 
i ) y ? iz li y 
a ee ee ee United Artists’ Casters and Scouts 
from a fraction of the organized 


in this 
country, is revealed by using official 
governmental figures on text-book 
and school accessories as a basis for 
consideration, 

According to the U. S. Commis- 
sioner of Education, approximately 
$100,000,000 is invested in reading 


matter and school appurtenances, 
this being included in a five-billion 
appraisal, including everything from 
the real estate to the mortar. 


From just a casual perspective, 
the transition from text book to 
film, or the complete correlation of 
both, is not as expensive as it would 
seem. If every lesson in every class 
in the average grammer school of 
eight grades were augmented 
through the medium of pictures, the 
film cost would average around 
$6,000 a year. This is figured con- 
servatively on the film scholastically 
enduring for 20 years. It is also 
based on the purchase price set by 
Fox Films of $75 per subject. 

Even this $6,000 could be frac- 
tionized if the Board of Education 
acted as general purchasing agent 
and graded its courses of study so 
that prints could be kept active 
among its schools. In a city with 
10 schools, staggered periods to ac- 
commodate the subjects would mean 
each school being assessed yearly 
around $800 for an all-picture cur- 
riculum. 


public elementary schools 


1,600 Subjects 


Roughly, it is calculated, about 
1,600 subjects would be necessary 
for every eight-grade school. This 
affords one print for classroom 
periods during the school year. 

Where an entire curriculum on 
celluloid would represent an outlay 
of $120,000 (price for standard 
width) for permanent school pos- 
session, the same 1,600 subjects if 
rented at $10 per day would more 
than triple costs to the institution 
in the long run. Because of this, it 
is apparent, rentals are only a tem- 
porary method of doing business. 
Outright sales will prevail more and 
more as the field develops, until 
rentals will be confined to lone cen- 
ters of learning using film occasion- 
ally, and independent of systems as 
is the vogue right now. 


Long Life for Print 


Even in the instance of the stag- 
ger system for 10 schools, the life of 
a carefully-handled print would be 
robust for 20 years. Each subject 
would be projected but 10 times 
yearly, and a print, it is estimated 
at low by picture executives, is good 
for around 200 projections. 

While the visual production field 
is yet too young to attempt to set 
budget standards, it is believed by 
interested and informed parties that 
$1,500 should prove ample for the 
average subject. 

On this premise, if 50 boards of 
education in cities averaging 10 
schools each bought the film cur- 
ricula suggested, the sales would 
run into $6,000,000. This, applying 
only to the category mentioned and 
not considering the multitudinous 
other elementary centers and insti- 
tutions of learning which now are 
considered visual potentialities. 

Negative print costs for the 1,600 
elementary subjects program, based 
on the figures mentioned, would rep- 
resent a production outlay of $2,- 
200,000. 

As students of the technical side 
of visual production point out, the 
greater the issuance of positive 
prints, the greater the profit. This 
is obvious in view of circulation 
meaning sales, and sales, as they 
increase, writing off original ex- 
penditures and changing them into 
earnings. 

The 80,000 positive prints neces- 
sary in such a deal as propounded 
would approximate in cost $1,600,- 
000. Thus, for picture producers, 
the profit on 50 such sales would net 
over $1,000,000 to the industry. 





‘Rich’ for Chatterton 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Ruth Chatterton will do ‘The Rich 
Are Always With Us’ for Warners. 
Work on the film is to start Mon- 
day (30). Michael Curtiz will meg. 

Film was first announced as the 
starter for Kay Francis on her 
Warner contract. 


Looking for Both in East 





Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 

Arthur Hornblow’s coming east to 
scout the playwriting field for fu- 
ture United Artists films. With 
Robert McIntyre, U. A. casting di- 
rector, Hornblow will also scout 
talent and possibly make several 
tests while in New York. Hornblow 
is expected to arrive in New York 
Wednesday (25). 

Among the casting jobs awaiting 
Hornblow and McIntyre are those 
for Eddie Cantor’s next film, ‘The 
Kid from Spain,’ and Al Jolson’s 
film, ‘Sons o’ Guns.’ Lily Damita 
will appear with Jolson in This one, 
intended for action when the U. A. 
studios resume production. 





Settlement Chance 
Keeps Earle Open; 


Mast Will Relight 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 

With the chance of an early set- 
tlement of the musicians’ strike, the 
Stanley - Warner Company has 
shelved the plan to close the Earle 
for the time being at least. House 
has announced several bookings 
ahead. 

While there’s no definite word re- 
garding settlement of the tunesmith 
fuss, it is understood that Stanley- 
Warner is planning some advance 
stage shows for the Mastbaum. Re- 
opening of the Mastbaum will prob- 
ably mean that one of the other 
houses, the Stanley or the Boyd, 
will close owing to scarcity of prod- 
uct, 


Bringing Back ‘Road’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
‘Royal Road to Romance,’ by 
Richard Halliburton, which was 
purchased by Fox two years ago, is 
suddenly being scripted by Dwight 
Cummings. 
Idea is to jump in on a possible 
travel feature demand. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Charles C. Pettijohn. 
Dorothy Herzog. 











June Clyde. 

Alfred Newman. 

Beth Meakin. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Boasberg. 
Marilyn Miller. 


mm vote & A. 


Edgar Selwyn. 
Mary Pickford. 
Jos. M. Schenck. 
Nicholas Schenck. 
Ben Piazza. 





Thornton Freeland. ' 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week Nov. 27 
Paramount — ‘Rich Man’s 
Folly’ (Par) (26). 
Roxy—‘Surrender’ (Fox). 
Capitol—‘Possessed’ (Metro). 
Rivoli—‘Around World’ (UA) 
(2d week). 





Strand—‘Local Boy Makes 
Good’ (FN) (25). 

Mayfair — ‘Suicide Fleet’ 
(Pathe) (25). 

Winter Garden—‘Her Ma- 
jesty, Love’ (FN) (25). 

Rialto—Corsair’ (UA) (2d 
week). 

Broadway — ‘Men in Her 
Life’ (Col) (28). 

Warner — ‘Sporting Chance’ 
(Ind). 

Week Dec. 4 

Paramount — ‘His Woman’ 

(Par). 


Roxy — ‘Cuban Love Song’ 
(Metro). 
Capitol—‘Flying High’ (Me- 


tro). 

Rivoli—Around World’ (UA) 
(3d week). 

Strand — ‘Blonde Crazy’ 
CWB). 

Mayfair — ‘Suicide Fleet’ 


(Pathe) (2d week). 
Winter Garden — ‘Her Ma- 
jesty, Love’ (FN) (2d week). 
Rialto—‘Corsair’ (UA) (3d 
week). 





$2 Pictures 
‘The Champ’ (Metro) (As- 
tor) (3d week). 
‘Strictly Dishonorable’ 
(Criterion) (3d week). 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) (Gaiety) 
(7). 


(U) 





Foreign Films 

*Operndute’ (Greenbaum- 
Emelka) (German) (Little 
Carnegie). 

‘Kaiserliebchen’ (Fox-Atlan- 
tis) (German) (Little Car- 
negie) (3d week). 

‘Liebeslied’ (Superfilm) (Ger- 
man) (Europa) (2d week). 

‘Cosi e la Vita’ (Thalia) 
(Italian) (Belmont) (2d week). 

‘Geheimdienst’ (Ufa) (Ger- 
man) (Ufa-Cosmopolitan) (27). 











Par’s Comedy 2-Reelers 
Going Back to Coast; 
Cost $10,000 More East 


Paramount’s slapstick two-reel- 
ers, added to the rest of Par’s shorts 
program at Astoria, L. I., this year, 
will return to the west coast for 
production next year, due to an in- 
creased cost of around $10,000 per 
picture. 

Bad weather interferred with the 
comedies throughout the Astoria 
production try. Most of the two- 
reelers of the slapstick type are 
exteriors. Unsteady eastern climate 
postponed outdoor work often, 








causing considerable increase in 
cost. 





ERPI Subsid Selling Portable at 
$1,300 and 50% Gross From Amateurs 





Wide-spread attempt to sell film 
and equipment to small towns, 
schools and churches in all small 
communities throughout America is 


being readied in New York by Na- 
tional Community Theatres, newly 
founded organization. A compli- 
cated selling plan has been evolved, 
with supposed backing by ERPI. 
The new co.’s hopes are to equip 
every nook in the nation within the 
next couple of years, that taking in 
spots that couldn’t show films even 
in silent days. 

Any community or group that can 
gather together an average attend- 
ance of 200 for a picture show once 
a week is okay for N.C.T.’s layout, 
it is said. If more customers can 
be garnered, so much the better. 

National Community Theatres 
consists of W. H. Kemble, presi- 
dent; Robert A. Schneider, sec.- 
treas.; William C. Calkins, 3rd v.-p. 
and Ben Cohen, division manager. 
Offices were opened in New York 
during the past week, although the 
company has been formulating for 
months, 





Idea, as laid out by N.C.T. is to 
do business with ‘licensees,’ each of 
whom will be given exclusive rights 
to a franchise in a seven-com- 
munity unit. ‘Licensee’ must buy 
a portable Erpi set and complete 
equipment, price of which is set at 
$1,300 f.0.b. and payable in monthly 
installments. N.C.T. will supply a 
once-weekly film program consist- 
ing of a feature, comedy, news-reel 
and novelty short on non-inflam- 
mable film making an operating 
booth unnecessary. 

Supervisors 

N.C.T. will teach licensees how to 
use equipment and what to do with 
it, also having paid supervisors to 
attend to the licensee’s need. Prom- 
ise is to have -one such supervisor 
fo- each 15 licensees. 

Besides the $1,300 for equipment, 
the amateur exhibs will have to 
turn over to N.C.T. 50% of the gross 
takings. 

For the 50% that N.C.T. takes it 
promises the licensee regular ine 
spection and picture business edu- 
cation, plus paying all royalties and 
film rentals. 





<< 


Hollywood 





weekly “Variety.” 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printea 
each Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 
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Wholesale Supply Co. has tied up 
$7,269 in a bank account belonging 
to Multicolor as part of an attach- 
ment on furniture, machinery and 
realty belonging to the Multicolor 
labr. Claim is for $6,609. 





Frank Shallenbach, pitcher for the 
Hollywood bal] team, was hired by 
Warners for synthetic St. Louis 
Cardinals in Joe E. Brown's ‘Fire- 
man Save My Child.’ 





Burr’s European N. G. 
Story snags set back starting date 
30 days of C. C. Burr’s first of four 
features he will do for Monogram. 
Burr submitted two yarns for okay 
by Gaumont, Monogram’s European 
distributor, but both were n. g.’d. 





M. S. Boylan and Don Marquis, 
recently at Metro, have joined Fox's 
scenario staff. 





Barrett Keisling replaces Joe 
Sherman at Metro’s publicity plant- 
er. Latter will take care of photo- 
graphs for fan mags and news- 
papers. 





Huston Doesn't Stick 
Norman Huston, let out and re- 
engaged, is out again at Metro. He 
was recalled to write on ‘Turn to the 





Right.’ James Kirkland at Metro 
for an original. 

Hal Roach reopens after this 
week’s regular one-week-in-six 
shutdown with ‘Nickel Nurser,’ 
Charlie Chase comedy. Warren 
Doane, recently studio manager, 


directs it as his first. 





After a year on the shelf, Monte 
Blue will do a comeback for M. H. 
Hoffman. 





Baker Col Ed 
Getting along minus a scenario 
editor for two months, Columbia has 
hired Graham Baker, former WB- 
FN production executive, to assume 
the job and title. 





Howard Green is adapting ‘Help 
Yourself to Happiness,’ by Frank R. 
Adams, for Columbia. Screen title 
will be ‘Substitute Wife.’ 





Here for Belasco & Curran in ‘Si- 
lent Witness,’ Lionel Atwill will also 
play in the Fox film version. 





Carl Lammle, Sr., due in today 
from New York with Frank Mas- 
troly, his new exec. asst., and Paul 
Kohner. 





Under contract to Sam Goldwyn 
and with no pictures in sight, Flor- 
ence Britton was loaned to the Pas- 
adena Community Playhouse for 
‘Dragon's Teeth.’ 





Boles Wants B. R. 

George Boles is loking for a bank- 
roll to produce 13 musical shorts. 
_ has already arranged for Multi- 
color. 





The Pathe ‘Prestige’ company is 
on its way to Sarasota, Fla., for 
swamp sequences in the Ann Hard- 
ing picture. 





‘Prince’ Becomes ‘Sally’ 

Sold to Radio, ‘Happy Prince’ was 
returned to its author, George Seitz, 
who has sold it and himself as di- 
rector to Ralph Like. Story is now 
titled ‘Sally of the Subway.’ 





New indie company, Syndicate 
Productions, will film ‘The Parish 
Priest’ at Tec-Art. Jack Natteford 
working on script of the ancient 
fire-eater. Sam Goldwyn heads 
Syndicate. 





Billie Burke and the Universal are 
dickering by wire. Actress is now 
in Kansas playing one-night stands 
with ‘Vinegar Tree.’ 





Tadio Car,’ police story, was 
finally picked by Rowland Brown 
for his first meg effort at UWniver- 
sal. He’s on Robert Tasker with 
the script. 





Pathe short production resumes 
with a Masquers’ comedy, ‘Rule ’Em 
and Weep,’ this week. Four weeks 
since the lot’s had a comedy. 





Hurry call on the Warner sched- 
ule for ‘Old Man Minick,’ meaning 
the Chic Sale picture, is now start- 
ing, two weeks advanced. 





Van Druten at Metro 
John Van Druten is on the Metro 
lot to adapt his play, ‘After All,’ 
and write originals. 





From drama editor of the El Paso 
‘Times’ to miniature producer in 
Hollywood is (Miss) Munro Augur’s 
step. She opens her Hollywood 


Puppet Revue on Sunset boulevard 
Dec. 2. 








} 

Cunningham Par Stages ; 

George Cunningham, new Paras 

mount stager, started on his first 

show Friday. Will use Carli Elinore 
and his band. 





U’s Crisis Story 
First picture on the national ecoe 
nomic situation will be Universal’s, 
Title ‘Hope,’ and author Hobart 
Henley. 


BIG FILM STAR 





BENEFIT TOUR » 


HITS SNAG 


Dallas, Nov. 23. 

Charity gag seems to be develope 
ing into big business here. Barring 
no extremes for the ambitious, coue 
ple of promoters heve been recently, 
writing certain coast flicker stars to 
guest in a benefit road show for un- 
employment. Involving five-month 
haunt through some 30 southern 
keys, with a $25,000 weekly over- 
head. 

The local boys handled their cor4 
respondence under the name of 
prominent local investment firm, 
besides claiming suport of local la- 
for unions and Shriners, and that 
the show had been given here in 
Dallas Nov. 11. 

A check revealed that the firm 
knew nothing about it. Both unions 
and Shriners turned down the pro- 
posal flat. No show was given here 
Nov. 11. 

Seems that promoters tried to 
ramrod the deal, depending upon 
Shriners to underwrite the project 

Among picture names mentioned 
were Eddie Cantor, Chic Sale and 
Clara Bow. 

Doctors’ Idea 

Previous to this, one Dr. H. B. 
Cave, Shriner exec, journeyed to the 
eoast for the purpose of lining up 
Cantor for a similar scheme. Cave’s 
idea was a show built around Can« 
tor to swing through 25 towns, une 
der Shriner auspices, with proceeds 
for the uniform groups of that frat. 
The Dr. wanted Cantor or Chic Sale 
for Nov.-Dec. dates or not at all. 
After combing most of Hollywood 
agencies and not contacting the 
comedians, the Dr. returned home, 
red hot. ; 





N. Y. Investigation 
Film officials in New York are ine 
vestigating an indoor show reported 
as traveling the east for the next 
five months and claiming the sup- 


port of Shriners and _ organized 
labor. 
Request to film companies to 


‘borrow’ their stars and players for 
a week at a time on the premise 
that the traveling hippodrome has 
the unemployed at heart, first gavé 
rise to the queries, 

Offer at the same time was made 
producers to pay their contract peo- 
ple regular salaries providing same 
were in keeping with the show's 
overhead, placed at $25,000 weekly. 

Thirty acts are to be billed in the 
average program, it is claimed. 
Such names as Paul Whiteman and 
Graham McNamee are mentioned 
in letters to film people on sta- 
tionary carrying the head: “C. H. 
Thomas, Investment Brokers, Dal- 
las, Texas.” 

Although New York is one of the 
last of over 30 bookings, Shriners 
said Friday (20) their organization 
knew nothing about sponsoring the 
show. It was pointed out by local 
Masonic executives, that Shrines in 
various parts of the itinerary might 
already have been approached and 
have agreed to lend their name. 





WHARTON LOW 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Theodore Wharton, former direc* 
tor and pioneer in serial field for 
Pathe, critically ill here. 








His sister crives Tuesday (24) 
by plane from New York. 
No Gilbert Story 
Culver City, Nov. 23. 


John Gilbert’s unexpectedly early 
return from his European jaunt 
may stump the studio, as Metro 
hasn’t yet found his next story. 

Contract calls for two more 
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Rump Unions Scattered and Don't 
Appear to Worry Regular I. A. Body 


Rump unions’ activity in New York 
and Brooklyn of late has not tossed 
any unusual fright into the ranks 
ef the organized stage bodies. 
~ he Brotherhood of Motion 
ture Projectionists Local No, 1, 
ganized under a Delaware state 
charter several years ago, has ex- 
tended its influence into New York 
in the fight to unionize the Springer- 
Cocalis string of nine picture houses 
by the non-union operators of that 
string organizing what has been 
styled the Springer Local No. 2. 
Neither the Elizabeth, N. J., local 
mor the new Springer local is recog- 
nized by the I. A., which is affiliated 
with the A. F. of L. The operators’ 
local in New York, No. 306, is recog- 
nized affiliation of the International 
Alliance, 

Another rump organization formed 
about 10 years ago in Brooklyn ur- 
der the title of the Empire State 
Theatrical Stage Employees has 
been striving each year to place 
members in any branch of stage 
service calling for a stage hand, lay- 
ing stress on the line, ‘this union is 
chartered under New York State 
laws.’ 

Neither of these rump organiza- 
tions have made any apparent ef- 
fort to join the A. F. of L., as it’s 
an established phase of organized 
labor that no new body of workers 
can be taken into the Federation, 
which is covered by any craft al- 
ready enrolled. This is the law of 
the international body which, in this 
instance, is the I. A., with which 
both stagehands and picture opera- 
tors are affiliated through their re- 
spective unions. 

Membership 

Both dual unions are reported as 
not having an unprecedented mem- 
bership despite the number of men 
understood to have taken out city 
licenses to operate picture machines. 

President William F. Canavan, of 
I. .A., declares there is no chance of 
the rump unions becoming affiliated 
with the I. A. or the A. F. of L. 
The activity of the Empire State has 
been brought to the I. A.’s attention, 
but the I. A. execs refuse to become 
excited, they say. 

From other sections of the U. S. 
have come reports of rump theatri- 
cal organizations, but none have 
made much progress, according to 
the regular union checkup. 


Pic- 


or- 





Tired of Dissension, 
Joe Goldberg Giving 
Up Columbia Contract 


Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 


Joe Goldberg, for many years 
sales head of Columbia pictures, 
transferred from New York to the 
Los Angeles office in charge of west- 
ern sales and distribution, will cad 
his connection with the company 
Dec.12, relinquishing his contract 
to avoid a continuance of what he 
terms ‘further dissension.’ 

‘I am leaving,’ he stated, ‘because 
conditions have reached the pcint 
where it seems to be hopeless to an- 
ticipate any betterment in my rela- 
tions with some of the Columbia 
heads. Rather than submit to the 
constant bickering over petty de- 
tails, I am simply giving up my 
contract as the price of personal 
peace of mind. 

‘When I joined Columbia,’ Gold- 
berg continued, ‘It was a state rights 
concern, offering an occasional hit. 
During my regime it has grown to 
the prominence of a recognized na- 
tional distributor. I am not seeking 
to take the entire credit, but even 
€00d pictures require selling, while 
® sales manager is in a position to 
offer. intelligent suggestions to the 
Production end, looking toward a 
betterment of the product. 

‘This western division, under my 
Supervision, has made a gain of ap- 
proximately $400,000 over last year. 
. ‘IT am working in entire harmony 
with the studio and Harry Cohn, 
but the general relationship seems 


hopeless and I am getting through 
Dec, 12.’ 








Mike Glynne’s New House 
Mike Glynne ts opening his new 
Southampton theatre at the Long 
Island town of that name this 
(Tuesday), evening. 


Classy event, invitations ’n every- 
thing. 





Receivers Want Fox to 
Take Over L. A. Theatre 


Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 

Overtures on between the receiv- 
ers for the Los Angeles theatre and 
representatives of William Fox for 
the latter to take over the house. 
Theatre is on a site owned by Fox 
with the Fox Realty Co. filing suit 
against the trustees for the Septem- 
ber rent of $9,000. 

As a protective measure, in an- 
ticipation of the deal going through, 
stage hands and musicians were 
given notice last Thursday (19). 


WB OPERATING 
920 THEATRES 


Warner Brothers now has the- 
atre coverage in 183 eastern cities 
and towns, -It is estimated that 15 
houses are dark. This is an in- 
crease of only three to the pre- 
vious year. 

Of about 5620 houses in opera- 
tion about 35% is estimated double 
featuring. 

Contrary to indications that War- 
ners is the most heavily booked 
circuit in the field, W.B.’s_ point 
out they can use from six to 10 
additional features in about 20 
spots. 

While the company has booked 
the product of virtually every pro- 
ducer, with the exception of Metro, 
the arrangement is largely on a 
split basis. This reduces the ap- 
parent size of the deals, Brotherites 
declaring they can use all the pic- 
tures they have booked and that the 
deals are not now finding them 
overboard on product. 








Piazza Returning West 
Ben Piazza is winding up a 
month’s material hunt for Metro 
in New York. 
He’s due to leave for Hollywood 
at the end of this week. 





PUBLIX N. W. CENSORS 


Cutting Films for Nabe and Small 
Town Houses—Few Complaints 


Minneapolis, Nov. 23. 


The Publix northwest division, 
under Eddie Ruben, has instituted 
its own voluntary censorship elimi- 
nating, after their first-run loop 
showings, Minneapolis and St. Paul, 
all parts deemed objectionable for 
neighborhood houses and small- 
town theatres. 

There has been no agitation for 
censorship in the territory and com- 
plaints against pictures are few and 
far between. The Publix idea gets 
much of the credit for the scarcity 
of squawks. 


Officers’ Salaries Up 
By Referee Ordered to 
Demand an Accounting 


oe 
New Bedford, Mass., Nov. 28. 


Judge Thomas J. Hammond of 
the Superior Court has notified At- 
torney Samuel Barnet, receiver for 
Charette, Inc., local theatre chain, 
to start suit against the officers of 
the corporation for an accounting 
of the salaries they have received. 

Dr. Henry Barnes, acting for the 
stockholders, filed the petition for 
the receiver to bring suit. 

The officers are alleged to have 
received excessive salaries while 
managing the theatres. They are, 
according to the petition, Zoel Roy, 
Simon Beserosky and Thomas J. 
Charette, Jr. 

Attorney Barnet has been re- 
ceiver for a year. 

The petition also asks an ac- 
counting from the transfer of the 
Capitol theatre to Publix. 


Fight Film by Indies 


New indie group headed by Wil- 
liam Hearst and Carl Wechsler are 
producing ‘Main Event,’ prize fight 
story. Sue Carol and Alden Chase 
are the leads, with Kenneth Webb 
at the meg. 

Camera grinding supposed _ to 
start this week at Powers studio, 
is, oe 

Hearst was recently with First 
National. Wechsler is said to be a 
Wall Street graduate, 











Operators Union Resents Intimation 
Members Behind Theatre ‘Bombings’ 








CREDIT STAGE SHOWS 
WITH H.0. AT NY. PAR 


Credit within the trade for the 
current holdover of the New York 
Paramount is being generally con- 
ceded to the stage show. Probably 
the first and certainly one of the 
few instances of a stage show caus- 
ing a complete bill full week hold- 
over in a Broadway deluxe picture 
house, 

Stage talent is headed by Har- 
riett Hoctor, Armida and two radio 
acts, Bing Crosby and the Mills 
Bros. 

Local belief is that the film, 
‘Touchdown’ (Par), would draw a 
nice week’s business under ovdinary 
circumstances, but not enough to 
warrant a second Broadway week on 
its own at this house. 





Stage show cost of around $4,500 
for the Paramount is $1,000 over 
average. 





Goldwyn’s ‘Arrowsmith’ 
Is Up for Indie Deals 


Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 

Sam Goldwyn has withdrawn ‘Ar- 
rowsmith’ from the United Artists’ 
program to make indie first-run 
deals on the Ronald Colman picture. 

Takes ‘Arrowsmith’ away from 
the downtown UA theatre to a pos- 
sible Fox-WC deal, although that 
circuit says it has all the special 
prdouct it needs. 

UA has the Fairbanks travelog 
current, with ‘Corsair’ and ‘Tonight 
or Never’ ahead. 











Chattanooga, Tenn., Nov. 23. 

Big city dynamiting attempts 
and stink bombing allegedly em- 
ployed by projectionists against 
film houses on the union trouble 
list have had a suspicious sequel 
in Chattanooga. 

Recently police found a dynamite 
stick, wrapped in rubber, with a 
12-foot fuse, in the Amusu (colored) 
theatre. Mose Lebovitz, manager, 
said he had let union operators go 
when they refused to take a cut 
from $70 a week. Stink-bombs have 
frequently been exploded in the Ne- 
gro house since the union trouble. 

Police intimated publicly that 
they suspected the released operat- 
ors. Next day Burson Lowry, ope- 
rators’ union chief, lambasted po- 
lice and local newspapers for print- 
ing such an intimation. ‘Labor 
World,’ union organ, carried a front 
page spread publicizing Lowry’s 
views and commenting editorially. 

The same day the union pro- 
tested another stink-bomb attack 
was unearthed by police at the 
Grand theatre, another colored 
house. M. A. Silverman, manager, 
said he, too, had let the union pro- 
jectionists out Oct. 1 when he was 
unable to pay two operators $60 
each per week because his house’s 
receipts were under $200. Silverman 
was a strict union house operator 
for 17 years, he said, and claimed 
he never had cisorder until the re- 
cent flare. 

‘When I told the operators I 
would have to let them go,’ Silver- 
man said, ‘they told me they ‘would 
give me plenty of trouble.’ I told 
them that was all right and that 
I didn’t expect them to kiss me for 
letting them go.’ 

Since police took over the cases 
no repetitions have occurred. The 
Grand is offering a reward for nab- 
bing a stink-bomber, 





William Fox Has Plenty of Emincst 
Counsel for His 4 All-Enveloping 
Talker Patent Infringement Suits 





Cautious Northwest 
Minneapolis, Nov. 23. 

With the depression expected 
to bring a flood of crime in its 
wake out here this winter, the 
Publix northwest division is 
making special preparations to 
avert theatre hold-ups and 
robberies. 

Numerous precautionary 
measures instituted last week 
with C. L. Oswald, of the audit- 
ing and investigation depart- 
ment, visiting all Publix situ- 
ations, investigating and rec- 
ommending measures to be 
adopted. 


UNEMPLOYMENT 
FUND ABOVE 
EXPECTATION 











Picture goers in cities as well as 
small towns are getting in most in- 
stances their first taste of midnight 
projections as the result of shows 
for the unemployment which started 
Nov. 17 and conclude Nov. 25. They 
like the novelty so much, according 
to exhibitor and distributor spokes- 
men, that in many places the mid- 
night performance will become a 
permanent part of the policy, at 
least one night every week or 
month. Some Sunday shows in re- 
stricted spots also have been given. 

From present returns, it is re- 
ported at the Hays headquarters, 
the fund nationally may exceed ex- 
pectations of the most optimistic. 

Upon conclusion of the drive 
the industry as a whole will have 
completed its bit toward relieving 
unemployment. What is done after 
that will be the work of individuals 
using their own initiative in locali- 
ties that may require further need. 


GINA MALO IN LEAD OF 
A BRITISH MADE FILM 


London, Nov. 23. 
‘Goodnight Vienna,’ British and 
Dominion film, has started with 
Jack Buchanan in the starring role. 


Gina Malo is playing the femme 
lead. 

Gina Malo is Janet Flynn, Amer- 
ican, who changed her name in 
order to pass as a French star in 
a New York musical show. 


Schenck Bros. West 


Jos. M. and Nicholas Schenck left 
New York Sunday (22), Hollywood- 
bound, 


Joe Schenck returns temporarily 
to the United Artists studios there, 
preparatory to shutting down as 
customary, until next April. It’s 
in between production seasons for 
U.A. 

Nick Schenck’s purpose on the 
coast is as usual in connection with 
the Metro pictures. 

Both expect to return to New 
York around Dec. 10. Sam Goldwyn 
will probably return with them, 


Par Wants Ufa’s ‘Dances’ 


Paramount is negotiating with 
Ufa for American rights on ‘The 
Congress Dances.’ Par is under- 
stood to want the English version 
of the film, made by Ufa also in 
French and German, 

Picture stars Lilian Harvey and 
Willy Fritsch. It has been setting 
up b.o. records in Europe in the 
original version. 

Last Ufa picture taken by Para- 
mount was ‘The Blue Angel,’ with 
Marlene Dietrich and Emil Jan- 
nings. 




















William Fox opening a court bat- 


tle to establish the supremacy of 


his Tri-Ergon talker patent rights, 


has filed four suits alleging in- 
fringement of certain patents con- 
trolled by him while otherwise 


served notice on 125 producers, dis- 
tributors and other film companies 


against probable infringement. In 
money terms involved it’s fabulous, 
but a long time coming, if coming, 
means all talker royalties, gone or 
coming. 

Three of the suits filed are in the 
Federal District Court of Wilming- 


ton, Del., and against ERPI, RCA 
and RKO-Radio. Fourth action is 
against Paramount in the Federal 
District Court of Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Altogether it’s safely put that no 
action any time in the history of the 
film industry is aimed to be as far- 
reaching as this move by William 
Fox, who in this broad swipe at the 
film interests has taken in every 
possible equipment maker and film 
interest anywhere in the U. S. The 
125 names served covers about all 
of the show business outside of the 
legit interests. 

So far no exhibs are known to be 
in that list. The whole thing looks 
to reopen the still unsettled patent 
situation of the film world. Bound 
to take several years until final ad- 
judication. Fox is known to be 
coming into court fortified by sur- 
veyed opinions of noted authorities 
on his patent rights. 


Fox’s Counsel 


Fox is represented by the patent 
law firm of Ward, Crosby & Neal; 
also Hirsh, Newman, Rease & 
Becker. Before the final bell is rung 
Fox's former counsel, Samuel Un- 
termyer, will probably be entered in 
the fight on Fox’s behalf; also Judge 
Hugh M. Morris, one of country’s 
greatest legal patent experts. 

It’s a tremendous array of coun- 
sel and duplicates Fox's former 
fighting position when battling for 
control of the Fox Flim properties 
which he ultimately sold for some 
$18,000,000 plus a five-year salary of 
$500,000 annually from Fox Films. 
Of this whole amount $15,000,000 
was in cash, Untermyer represented 
him mostly then. Untermyer’s fee 
alone in that case, $1,000,000, was 
paid under agreement by Fox Film. 

The Wilmington suits were filed 
Thursday (19), while the Brooklyn 
action against Paramount was filed 
Friday, the same day the notices 
against probable infringement were 
served on the 125 defendants. 

The Tri-Ergon patents are of Eu- 
ropean origin. William Fox, per- 
sonally, owns the American rights. 
They include three major patent 
claims and around 11 minor claims. 
Major patents involved include the 
glow light, fly wheel and one grant- 
ed some weeks ago pertaining to the 
system of photographing sound and 
pictures separately, and the subse- 
quent superimposing of same simul- 
taneously on fiim without disparage- 
ment of sound and picture quality. 


European Inventors 


Tri-Ergon patents are the inven- 
tions of three Europeans—Hans 
Vogt, Joseph Masselle and Joseph 
Engles of Germany. They trans- 
ferred their rights to the Tri-Ergon 
Corp., of Switzerland, who in turn 
sold tke American rights to William 
Fox. Reported Fox owns a 90% 
American right in the patents. The 
Fox Film Company has 10% by 
license granted by William Fox as 
part of his selling price to the pres- 
ent Fox Company controllers. 

The fly wheel patent is involved 
in the suits against ERPI and RCA. 
Against RKO-Radio and Para- 
mount, Fox alleges infringement of 
the double printing process talker 
patent. 

Suits in Wilmington 
Wilmington, Nov. 23. 

ERPI, R. C. A. Photophone, and 
RKO Radio Pictures, were made de- 
fendants in three separate patent 
suits on basic talker principles filed 
here Friday (20), by Tri-Ergon of 
New York and Tri-Ergon AG Hold- 
ing, of St. Gall, Switzerland. 

Two suits against ERPI and RCA 
involve a patent on important im- 
provements in devices for ‘phono- 
graphs with linear phonogram,” 
claimed in the bills of complaint 
to have been used by the defendags 

(Continued on page 33) 
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Secret Service. $24,000, Good: 
Flaps Shun Cuban’ in Chicago: 


—— 





Chicago, Nov. 23. 
For the fourth consecutive week 
opening days have been badly 
marred for loop theatres by a flood 
of rain. This is not an alibi, as last 


week’s gross was punched around 
by three heavy weather days. 

‘Possessed,” with Crawford and 
Gable, got away slowly at the Chi- 
cago this week. That is, slowly for 
the pace expected from such a name 
combination, But immediately fol- 
lowing opening day the house 
started on the surge and, coupled 
with the Thanksgiving holiday, indi- 
cates a powerful $45,000. 

Total grosses for all local theatres 
this week will be held down slightly 
by an unemployment fund arrange- 
ment which gives to the relief chest 
all receipts of theatres for the two 
hours on Saturday (21) matinee 
11 to 1 o'clock. Neighborhood 
houses, which usually don’t get go- 
ing until one or two in the after- 
noon, pushed their opening time 
ahead for the occasion. 

Duke Ellington is starting to feel 
the pressure of his fifth appearance 
at the Oriental within seven months. 
He’s backed by a weak picture which 
B. & K. has had in and out of the 
house several] times before landing. 
While not hitting as high as former 
sessions at the house, the band is 
doing well for the theatre. Looks 
like a neat $30,000 currently. 

United Artists is pinched for prod- 
uct following the demise of two pic- 
tures in a row at the spot. ‘Corsair’ 
is the third picture in within three 
weeks and is having a tough time 
garnering the femmes. 

Run houses in the loop are per- 
spiring freely. Pictures are not 
holding up. It’s with an effort that 
their runs are being held to a fort- 
night, and the feature which can 
strike for three weeks is a hallelu- 
jahed rarity. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B&K) (4,000; 50- 
75-85)—‘Possessed’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Pushing through in spite of 
bad handicap of sloppy weather 
opening; expects $45,000. Last week 
held down through three wet days; 
‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) was short- 
reined at $36,200. 

Loop-End (Jones) (1,600; 35-50- 
60)—‘Gay Diplomat’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Film was turned down for 
the Palace; currently to fair $16,000. 
House is planning to go vaude week 
after next. Last week ‘Reckless 
Living’ (U) $14,800, not good, 

McVicker’s (Publix-B&K) (2,200; 
50-75-85) — ‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox). 
‘Adults only’ film into second and 
final week for $14,000 and out. Last 
week oke with $22,200; coming in 
Wed. (25) is ‘Champ’ (M-G). 

Oriental (Publix-B&K) (3,200; 50- 
75-85)—‘Sob Sister’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Duke Ellington band, which 
holds repeat record for house, in for 
two weeks, though boys may be 
shifted to another house for second 
week; like other houses restrained 
from heavy start by weather; $30,- 
000 will be good, though not touch- 


ing former marks. Last week 
‘Touchdown’ (Par) scored nicely, 
$26,400, 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85)— 
*Secret Service’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Dix has been doing strong business 
around this town; here, with vaude, 
looks like $24,000; at lowered figures 
on cost sheet means comfortable 
profit. Last week Marx Brothers in 
person and ‘Fanny Foley’ (Radio) 
registered solid $29,900. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B&K) (1,500; 
50-75-85)—‘Cuban’ (M-G). Will 
stick two weeks from indications, 
but nothing to warm home office 
hearts; first week aiming at $18,000, 
fair; getting little flapper trade. 
Last week ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) crum- 
bled after excellent opening session; 
left after second week final of 
$10,300. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85) — ‘Our Children’ (Radio). 
Dropped away sharply after snappy 
opening and says adieu after 12 
days; first week was neat collector 
at $21,700; will make it a total for 

entire stay of $31,000, oke. ‘Suicide 
Fleet’ (Pathe) arrives Wed. (25). 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 


700; 50-75-85)—Corsair’ (UA). Thira | 75) —‘Heartbreak’ 
film in as many weeks at this run| days will be poor at $3,500. 





Flying High,’ $13,000, Yanked 


LOUISVILLE HANGS ON 


Three Houses Top $10,000—‘Bill’ 
$10,700 at Strand 
came 
Louisville, Nov. 23. 





Rain finally brought an end toa 
fine Indian summer and youngsters 
who held on to the joys of parking 
and. sparking are once more taking 
their gals to the theatre. 

However, matinees are off so 
business is only average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Possessed’ (M-G). Will do good 
$12,000. Last week ‘Flying High’ 
(M-G) $11,200. 

Strand (1,865; 25-35-50)—‘Am- 
bassador Bill’ (Fox). Oke with $10,- 
700. Last week ‘Mad Genius’ (WB) 


$8,900. 
Brown (2,214; 25-35-50)—‘Fifty 
Fathoms’ (Col). Fair on _ $7,800. 


Last week ‘Devotion’ (Pathe) a nice 


$9,300. 
Rialto (2,940; 35-50) (Fourth 
Ave.)—‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) and 


vaude. Average at $11,900. Last 
week ‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) $13,- 
000. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 15- 
25-40) —‘Touchdown’ (Par). Smiles 
on $5,200. Last week ‘Palmy Days’ 
(UA) $4,250, fair. 





Frankenstein’ Big 
In Wash.—‘Hill’ Near 
$25,000—‘Boy’ 0. K. 


Washington, Nov. 23. 


Staying power of ‘Way Back 
Home’ is remarkable here. Keith’s 
is giving it five days of a third week 
and it’s still doing plenty of busi- 
ness. 

Another outstander is ‘Franken- 
stein,’ at the Rialto, which looks set 
to break the record of ‘All Quiet.’ 
Earle, too, is doing excellent with 
‘Local Boy,’ and that also goes for 
the Fox with ‘Over the Hill.’ All in 
all it’s a nice week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 25-35-50) 
—The Guardsman’ (M-G). Going 
into second week and will get about 
$7,000. Last week, same film, $10,- 
000. 

Earle (2,000; 25-35)—‘Local Boy’ 
(WB) and vaude. Will do fine $23,- 
000. Last week ‘Once a Lady’ (Par) 
and anniversary bill of seven acts 
disappointed; around $21,000. 

Fox (Fox) (2,434; 25-35-50)—‘Over 
the Hill’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Should get $25,000, fine. Last week 
‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) thin on $18,400. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,624; 25-35- 
50-75)—‘Sherlock Holmes.’ Not far 
from $9,000; plenty of kid ‘business. 
Last week ‘Ruling Voice’ (FN) 
around $6,000, sad. 

(2,370; 25-35-50- 





Palace (Loew) 
70)—Flying High’ (M-G). Just fair 
at $14,500. Last week ‘Wallingford’ 
(M-G) and Haines in person fine, 
near $16,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50)— 
"Way Back Home’ (Radio). Second 
big week was over $11,000; currently 
five more days on this picture 
should see another $7,000. To be 
followed by ‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe). 


Blizzard Hits Denver, 
‘Local Boy’ at $9,000 


Denver, Nov. 23. 

Severe blizzard with 10 inches of 
snow and below zero weather is 
putting a crimp in grosses this 
week. Most houses will be down 
despite the holiday. 

Only exception is possibly the 
Paramount, which will do fairly well 
for six days with ‘Local Boy.’ 

his may be the last week for the 
Rial™ under Publix, Huffman tak- 
ing over to remodel and reopen at 
Christmas. 

Estimates for This Week 

Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
(Fox). On six 
Last 











site; drawing men, but where are| Week ‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) had a 


the women? 


corner at the two ‘adults only’ 


They’re around the| 800d week, $7,000. 


Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-65) 


houses; indications of $20,000 good |—‘Possessed’ (M-G) and stage show. 


enough. 


Last week ‘Flying High’ Not so good around $15,000. 


Last 


(M-G) drowned miserably in one| Week ‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) closed 
week at woeful $13,200, and was/| round $16,000, all right. 


pulled suddenly; ‘Corsair’ opened on 
short notice, 





MIX STARTS THIS WEEK 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Universal’s two weeks with no 
feature production in work will end 
Friday (22) when Tom Mix starts on 
‘Destry Rides Again.’ 


Paramount (Publix) (2,000: 25-35- 
50)—‘Kocal Boy’ (FN). On six days 
may see $19,000, good. Last week 
‘Secret Service’ (Radio) only $6,400. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 25-35-50) 
—‘Compromised’ (FN). Poor around 
$2,000. Last week ‘Ruling Voice’ 
(FN) only $1,800. 

Huffman’s Tabor (1,900; 25-35-50) 
—‘Men in Her Life’ (Col). Poor at 
| $5,500. Last week $10,000 was hung 
up by ‘Purple Sage’ (Fox), fine. 





‘HILL’ LOOKS GOOD IN 
BALTO. ON NEAT $9,500 


Baltimore, Nov. 23. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Shift to Friday openings is now 


.&@ stampede. Parkway went over 
last week, making it unanimous for 
the Loew houses. The New, local 
Fox outlet, got into step at the 
same time. Already there are ru- 
mors, however, that other houses 
plan to return to Monday starts. 
Said rumor mentions Keith’s and 
the Rivoli. 

Picture houses have legit and 
repertoire competition for the first 
time in some time this week, but 
‘Flying High’ looks okay at the Cen- 
tury and ‘Possessed’ is satisfactory 
at the Stanley. Valencia is first run- 
ning for a change, with ‘Penrod and 
Sam’ and Keith’s has another grid 
film, ‘Touchdown,’ and should fare 
pretty well. Hippodrome continues 
well with ‘Men in Her Life’ second- 
ary to stage bill topped by Grant 
Withers in person. 

Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew-UA). ‘Flying High’ 
(M-G) (3,200; 25-60) and stage 
show satisfactory with holiday in- 
take to come at finish; about $21,- 
000. Last week ‘Rich Man’s Folly’ 
(Par) and good at $19,800. 

Stanley (Loew-Staniley-Crandall). 
‘Possessed’ (M-G) (3,600; 25-60). 
Crawford didn’t jam ’em last time, 
but should better this time with 
Gable; can better $20,000. Last week 
‘Guardsman’ (M-G) was a disap- 
pointment; the Lunts didn’t catch 
on as quickly as Helen Hayes for 
films or type of picture made a dif- 
ference, $18,600. 

Valencia (Loew-UA). ‘Penrod and 
Sam’ (FN) (1,200; 25-35). Second 
consecutive first run for roof house; 
maybe $4,000. Last week ‘Mad Pa- 
rade’ (Par) Lrst runned for aver- 
age $3,200. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers). ‘Touch- 
down’ (Par). Should get a good 
enough $8,500. Last week ‘Platinum 
Blonde’ (Col) about $7,000. 

Rivoli (Rome). Murder at Mid- 
night’ (Tiff) (1,800; 25-40). Thriller 
should draw $4,000. Last week 
‘Sweepstakes’ (Pathe) $4,000. 
Hipp (Rappaport) ‘Men in Her 
Life’ and vaude (2,500; 25-50). 
Stage is the thing at this family 
trade combo; around $12,000. Last 
week ‘Big Gamble,’ overshadowed 
by the stage novelty of ‘Television,’ 
$14,000. 

New (Mechanic). ‘Over the Hill 
(Fox) (1,800; 25-50). Looks good 
b. o. and should go to a good $9,500. 
Last week ‘Smart Woman’ (Radio) 
$6,000 on five days. 

Parkway (Loew-UA). ‘Cuban’ 
(M-G) (1,000; 25-35). Good spot for 
Tibbett film, possibly $4,000. Last 
week ‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par) four 
days as house shifted to Friday 
opening, satisfactory $2,800. 


NEWARK JUST AVERAGE 


‘Blonde Crazy’ $9,000—‘Fleet’ for 
$16,000—Terminal’s Duals $7,500 


Newark, Nov. 23. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Midsummer weather is adding 
more trouble. Holiday may offset 
this and closing of the Mosque ought 
to help the other houses a little, but 
only average grosses expected this 


week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
—‘Blonde Crazy’ (FN). Thanks- 
giving won’t help this one as a new 
picture goes in; should lift recently 
weak grosses to over $9,000. Last 
week ‘Expensive Women’ (WB) and 
‘Tip-Off? (Pathe), six days, mild at 
$7,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Mad Parade’ (Par), and ‘Shang- 
haied Love’ (Col). Both first runs 
and ought to come near decent $5,- 
000. Last week ‘Reckless Living’ 
(U) and ‘Wallingford’ (M-G) fair 
at $4,500, 

Carlton (Ufa) (473; 35-50)—‘Zug- 
13’ (Ufa). Maybe $1,290. Last week 
‘Floetenconcert von Sanssouci’ (Ufa) 
fair at $1,100. 

Little (Fine Arts Theatre) (299; 
50-65) —‘Zwei Herzen’ (Superfilm- 
Tobis). Fourth week should get 
another fine $2,800. Last week same 
figure. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50)— 
‘Phantom of Paris’ (M-G) and 
vaude. Didn’t open strong but ex- 
pected to build; television on stage 
may draw others than regulars; 
$16,000. Last week ‘Claudet’ (M-G) 
fine above $18,000. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 20-35-50)— 
Dark. Last week ‘Ambassador Bill’ 
(Fox) weak at $6,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248: 15- 
25-50-60)—‘Once a Lady’ (Par) and 
vaude. Not so strong at about $13,- 
000. Last week ‘Touchdown’ (Par) 
okay at $15,500. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,200: 25-40-50- 
60)—‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe) and 
vaude. oxpected to build to good 
$16,000. Last week ‘Consolation 
Marriage’ (Radio), with Nick Lucas 
on stage, good at over $17,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
—‘Monkey Business’ (Par) and ‘Cap- 
tivation’ (Cap.) with ‘Cisco Kid’ 
(Fox), and ‘Love Song’ (British) on 
split. New policy of split double 
features opening well; protection on 
the second runs; good at $7,500. 

















NEW HAVEN’S BIG WEEK 


Oakie in Person—Twelvetrees in 2 
And ‘Big House,’ $5,000 








(Drawing Population, 300,000) 

Looks like this week's battle will 
be between Jack Oakie’s personal 
at the Paramount and Crawford- 
Gable at the Poli with the draw 
about even. 

Roger Sherman and Bijou are 
fighting it out with Helen Twelve- 
trees films booked in both houses. 

Business in general fell off last 
week but looks to revive currently 
with holiday. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65) 
‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) and unit. 
Jack Oakie in person will mean 
near $16,000, good. Last week ‘Once 
a Lady’ (Par), $14,900. 

Fox Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65) ‘Pos- 
sessed’ and unit. Brought s. r. oO. 
sign out of mothballs and looks 
sweet at $16,000. Last week “‘Touch- 
down’ (Par) fell to slim $10,000, de- 
spite this is college town. 

Roger Sherman (WB) ‘Woman of 
Experience’ (Pathe) and ‘Penrod’ 


(FN). Probably so-so $5,500. Last 
week ‘Ruling Voice’ (FN) a fair 
$6,000. 


College (Fox) (1,565; 50) ‘Big Pa- 


rade’ (M-G). May eget moderate 
$5,000. Last week ‘Flying High’ 
(M-G) $5,500. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50) ‘Bad 


Company’ (Pathe) and ‘Smart Wo- 
man’ (Radio) set for fair $3,800. 
Last week ‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) and 
‘Lasca of Rio Grande,’ nice $4,700. 


‘Touchdown’ Smacks in 
B’klyn—$40,000 6 Days 


Brooklyn, Nov. 23. 

All traffic leads to the Paramount 
this week, where the folks don’t even 
mind standing in the street to wait 
for ‘Touchdown’ and Kate Smith. 
Picture well exploited here follow- 
ing its first week in New York, and 
Richard Arlen came over for a per- 
sonal opening day. 

Publicity boys managed to get 
Red Grange and other gridders for 
first night appearances here with 
pro team. At the Met William 
Haines is helping in person and 
Harry Langdon is doing a new act 
at the Albee. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) 
—Touchdown’ (Par). and _ stage 
show. Packing ’em but, due to 
booking arrangement, will only get 
six days with Bancroft’s new one 
and Russ Columbo opening Thanks- 
giving; grid film in six days should 
get $40,000, great, with Kate Smith 
heavily credited heading stage 
show. Last week ‘Monkey Busi- 
ness’ (Par) and Rian James fair 
at $38,000. 
Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-65)—‘Ambas- 
sador Bill’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Quiet for around $22,000. Last week 
‘Friends and Lovers’ (Radio) weak 
at $22,800. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-75)—‘Dan- 
gerous Affair’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Looks mild, but, assisted by Harry 
Langdon, “may get pretty good 
$24,000. Last week ‘Our Children’ 
(Radio), good at $28,000. 

Loew’s Met (3,800; 25-35-50)— 
‘Phantom of Paris’ (M-G) and 
vaude. William Haines in person, 
but light, $19,000. Last week 
‘Claudet’ (M-G), $27,900. 

Strand (2,800; 25-35-50)—‘Expen- 
sive Women’ (WB). Poor at $8,500. 
Last week ‘Compromised’ (FN) only 
$10,000. 


Fleet’ $4,800 in ’Ham; 
Vaud Aids ‘High,’ $12,000 


Birmingham, Nov. 23. 
(Drawing Population, 382,792) 

Resorts to free goods are being 
made again. Ritz is giving away 35 
turkeys and Empire is tossing out 
autographed stills of Gable this 
week. 

Last week public wrote letters to 
the papers praising “Are These Our 
Children,” and they were published. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
60)—‘Flying High’ (M-G) and 
vaude, Best vaude in several weeks; 
credited for $12,000. Last week ‘Am- 
bassador Bill’ (Fox) copped around 
$12,500, okay. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Sui- 
cide Fleet’ (Pathe). Good at $4,800. 
Last week ‘Our Children’ (Radio) 
got $5,000. 

. Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G). House do- 
ing okay since opening three weeks 














ago; this week $3,800. Last week 
‘Hamilton’ (WB) $4,100. 
Strand (BTAC) (800: 25-40)— 


‘Daughter of Dragon’ (Par). Just 
so-so, $3,300. Last week ‘Children 
of Dreams’ (WB) too much operetta 
for this town; on the chin for $2,900. 
Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)— 
‘Purple Sage’ (Fox). Comes around 
again for an okay, $950. Last week 
‘Stor Witness’ (WB), good $1,000. 
Temple (India) (2,650; 15-20)— 
“Once a Gentleman” (WW) and 
‘Doorway to Hell’ (WB). Will get 
fair $900. Last week ‘Traveling 
Husbands’ (Radio) and _  ‘Tllicit’ 





(WEB) a low $800. 


In Minn., $25,000: 
Fleet’ at $12.00) 


Minneapolis, Nov. 23. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

Business is coming back nicely 
this week at two loop houses that 
have been on the down grade re. 
cently, but the upturn is not be. 
lieved to be particularly significant, 
In fact, the Rialto regards the out. 
look gloomily. But this week’s holj. 
day will help the current session a 
bit. 

The two emporiums enjoying a re. 
turn of prosperity are the Minne.« 
sota and the State. Will Rogers is 
the magnet at the first named house 
and “Touchdown” at the State, 
Rogers is always surefire here, and 
‘Ambassador Bill’ will do nicely at 
$3,000 to $5,000 less than preceding 
Rogers’ pictures at the same the- 
atre. ‘Touchdown’ is luring because 
this is a hot football town and due 
to its merit. 

Otherwise, things are pretty much 
blah. 

Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)~ 
‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox), and F-M 
unit. Fine all-around program, 
Rogers an outstanding draw here 
and will be around smiling $25,000. 
Last week ‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) 
failed to pull; about $19,000, bad. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50)—'Touchs 
down’ (Par). Critics and fans went 
for this one; helped by word-of- 
mouth boosting; looks near $9,000, 
big. Last week ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) 
opened big and then went to pieces; 
about $5,000, poor. 

Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50)—“Un- 
holy Garden’ (UA). Second week 
won’t click strongly; nudging $4,000, 
Last week nearly $7,000; ordinary 
fortnight. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50) —‘Sui- 
cide Fleet’ (Pathe) and vatde 
Pleasing show but no names of im- 
portance on screen or stage; about 
fair $12,000 indicated with Thanks- 
giving to aid. Last week ‘Our Chil- 
dren’ (Radio) around $16,000, big. 


Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Sob 
Sister’ (Fox). Not a strong puller; 
maybe $3,800, fair. Last week 


‘Honor of Family’ (FN) around §$3,- 
000, weak, 

Seventh Street (RKO) (1,300; 25- 

40)—‘Dangerous Affair’ (Col), and 
‘Smart Women’ (Radio). Split. Will 
be lucky to reach $2,000, poor. Last 
week ‘Friends and Lovers’ (Radio) 
and ‘Fanny Foley’ (Radio) only 
around $1,600, poor. 
Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Murder 
at Midnight’ (Tiff). About $1,100 
indicated, fair. Last week ‘Wome 
en Go on Forever’ (Tiff) maybe 
$800, weak. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25)—‘Su- 
san Lenox’ (M-G). Second loop 
run. Will hold full week and looks 
close to $2,000, good. Last week 
‘My Sin’ (Par) and ‘Star Witness’ 
(WB), split, about $1,500. 


‘Possessed -‘Local Boy’ 
Only Fair, $6,000-$3,500 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 23. 
(Drawing Population, 400,000) 
Fox-Portland theatres are trying 
an exploitation come-back. Broad- 
way and United Artists houses both 
suffered from short selling, but are 
now back in the firing line and it’s 








for second week at the Broadway. 

Legit opposish has faded. Bill 
McCurdy’s stock at the Heilig folded 
after several poor weeks. Dufwin 
Fhas a few intermittent road shows 
spotted through the season, but 
otherwise no stage talent in the pice 
ture houses, 

Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (FWC) (3,500; 25-60), 
‘Girls About Town’ (Par) and F-M 
unit. Getting by fairly for about 
$10,000. Last week ‘Touchdown? 
(Par) only $9,500. : 

Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000; 
25-60), ‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox). 
Holding for second week and s0-s0 
at about $6,000. First week best in 
many weeks, $9,300. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60). 
‘Secret Service’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Getting light results, $9,000. Last 
week ‘Our Children’ (Radio) a fine 
$11,000. 

United Artists 
(1,200; 25-60), ‘Possessed’ (M-G). 
Just fair at $6,000. Last week 
‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G) $6,500. | 
Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35), ‘Local Boy’ (FN). Only mod- 
erate on $3,500. Last week ‘Mad 
Genius’ (WB) got attention; a nice 
$4,800. 


MacRae Finishes Serial 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Henry MacRae, who has been = 
England directing a serial for Un! 
versal, is expected back at the stu- 
dio middle of December. He sails 
from London Dec. 2. 
MacRae made a picture D 
Scotland Yard exploits. 


(Fox-Portland), 





ased oD 





‘Bill Steps Out 


paying, for ‘Ambassador Bill’ is held _ 
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Frankenstein’ a 
$74,000 Sock, Det.: 
‘Champ’ Also Big 


Detroit, Nov. 23. 

Five new pictures, of which three 
ean be called outstanding, are boost- 
ing local grosses this week. ‘Frank- 
enstein’ is going to be one of the big 
weeks of the year, with ‘The Champ’ 
also getting a big play, as well as 
Will Rogers. 

Summer weather is keeping the 
good pictures from running wild. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan—‘Local Boy’ (WB) and 
stage show (4,045; 15-25-35-60). 
Getting only a fair play at $26,000 
pace. Last week $25,800 on ‘Rich 
Man’s Folly’ (Par). 

Fox—‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox) and 
stage show (5,100; 15-25-50). "Will 
Rogers developing into a consistent 
attraction here; this one pretty fair 
at $28,000. Last week ‘Yellow Ticket’ 
(Fox) only $23,300. 


Fisher—‘His Woman’ (Par) and 
‘Beau Hunks’ (M-G) and “stage 
show (2,300; 15-25-35-60). Double 


featuring for first time and getting 
a play; will wind up with a good 
$19,000. Last week ‘Touchdown’ 
(Par) okay at $18,000. 

Downtown — ‘Frankenstein’ (U) 
(2,570; 15-25-50). Sold as a horror 
and gruesome angle stressed with 
type of selling, the only way to sell 
this one; well done and getting an 
outstanding draw in response; will 
gross a solid $24,000. Last week 
‘Our Children’ (Radio) fair at $11,- 
000. 

United Artists—‘Possessed’ (M-G) 
(2,018; 15-25-35-60-75). Second week 
fair and will wind up on about $16,- 
600. Last week opened to a nice 
$27,000. 

Paramount—‘The Champ’ (M-G) 
(3,448; 15-25-35-60). Getting strong 
play and should wind up pear $20,- 


000. Last week ‘Claudet’ (M-G) 
dropped in third week to about 
$10,000. 





MONTREAL BRIGHTENS: 
‘GENIUS’ O.K. ON $14,000 


Montreal, Nov. 23. 

(Drawing Population, 600,000) 

Looks like the turn of the corner 
with the reopening of the railway 
shops and re-employment of an- 
other 5,000 men. Has had an imme- 
diate effect on grosses and may 
continue for the balance of the 
year. 

Name pictures this week should 
hold the fans as well as last, which 
showed a fine pick-up. Nabes are 
trying out vaude and doing well. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50-$2). 
Local society in two operettas. If 
covering the rent will do well. Last 
week Abbey Theatre Players had 
big notices, but only fair houses; 
$8,000. ; 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75) ‘Cuban’ 
(M-G). Tibbett should reach around 
nice $14,000. Last week ‘Susan 
Lenox’ (MG) jacked up to best in 
months; $17,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60). ‘Beloved 
Bachelor’ (Par) and ‘Touchdown’ 
(Par). Both good draws and should 
see $13,000. Last week ‘Local Boy’ 
(WB) and ‘Five Star Final’ (WB) 
collected pleasant $12,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60). ‘Mad 
Genius’ (WB) and vaude. Better for 
$14,000. Last week faded to $11,500. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60). ‘East 
of Borneo’ (U). Near $9,000, maybe 
more. Last week, second of ‘Miracle 
Man’ (Col), faded to $7,000. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40). 
‘Confessions of Co-Ed (Par) and 
‘Salvation Nell’ (Tiff). Fair for this 
house, $3,500. Last week ‘Lady Sur- 
renders’ (Radio) and ‘Neck and 
Neck’ (Tiff) so-so, $2,800. 

Orpheum (CT) (1,000; 25-40). 
‘Birth of Nation.’ Around $2,500. 
Last week ‘Ten Nights,’ poor flop 
at $2,000. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 
50) ‘Le Bal’ (French). Freneh films 
getting a bad manhandling by cen- 
sors, which kills chances; perhaps 
$2,000. Last week ‘Tout S’Arrange’ 
(French) average $1,800. 


Allvine Settles and Out 


Settlement of its 
Glenn Allvine, drawing pay as 
Publicity and advertising director 
of Fox Films, has been effected by 
Fox. The contract was not up un- 
til after the first of the year, with 
Allvine weekly receiving a reported 
$500 for contacting fan papers. 

Allvine was succeeded in his orig- 
inay Post by Gabe York, who con- 
tinues, 

e 





contract with 





‘POSSESSED’ $18,000 


Dominates New Orleans—'‘Suicide 
Fleet’ $12,C00 at Orpheum 





New Orleans, Noy. 23. 

The Joan Crawford-Clark Gable 
combination in ‘Possessed’ is dwarf- 
ing everything else this week. 
Loew’s State should get $18,000 with 
the picture. 

Other houses have lightweight box 
office fare. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,200; 60)—‘Pos- 
sessed’ (M-G). Many better $18,000, 
with standing room at most per- 
formances. Last week ‘Yellow 
Ticket’ (Fox) $11,000, light. 

Saenger (3,600; 65)—‘Touchdown’ 
(Par). Should do nice $13,000, 
helped by Tulane’s national pres- 
tige. Last week ‘Rich Man’s Folly’ 
(Par), $13,000. 

Orpheum (2,400; 60)—‘Suicide 
Fleet’ (Pathe). Started only fairly, 
but with Thanksgiving should gar- 
ner $12,000, okay. Last week ‘Our 
Children’ (Radio) passed $12,000. 

Strand (1,800; 50)—‘Heartbreak’ 
(Fox). About $2,700, not so hot. 


Last week ‘Mad Genius’ (WB) 
$3,000. 

Tudor. (800; 35)—‘Pagan Lady’ 
(Col). Will reach mild $2,300. Last 
week ‘Murder at Midnight’ (Tiff) 
$2,100. 


Prov. Papers Reject 
Press Campaign for 
U Scarer—but $10,000 


Providence, Nov. 23. 
(Drawing population, 315,000) 

Freakish weather holding down 
grosses a peg or two. But quality 
of programs rates highly, so every 
hope for a build-up all around. 
‘Frankenstein’ is getting plenty of 
comment around town and will do 
well at the b. o. 

Loew’s State is setting the pace 
by plugging a double feature, ‘Cuban 
Love Song’ and ‘Beau Hunks.’ First 
time house has gone after trade by 
playing up two features. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,500: 20-59-75)— 
‘Cuban’ (M-G) and ‘Beau Hunks’ 
(M-G). New angle in playing up 
bill, having its effect: patrons go for 
the twin features in this town; 
$15,000, pretty good. Last week 
‘The Guardsman’ (M-G) fair with 
$14,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
‘Compromised’ (FN) and ‘Local Boy’ 
(FN). Will reach mild $9,500. Last 
week ‘Mad Genius’ (WB), $9,000. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-50)—‘Frank- 
enstein’ (U). Arousing curiosity; 
house doing well in face of refusal 
of local newspapers to allow special 
exploitation; papers think pcture 
too horrifying for any special tie- 
ups; weak opening but word of 
mouth may get this one to $10,000. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50)—‘Touch- 
down’ (Par). Moving along nicely; 
should easily tilt $9,000, good for 
this house. Last week ‘Rich Man’s 
Folly’ (Par), $9,300. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50)—"Lasca’ and 
vaude. Nothing to get excited over; 
fair at $6,000. Last week ‘Blonde 
Crazy’ (WB), $6,800. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-35)—‘Men 
in Her Life’ (four days). So-so at 


$900. Last week ‘Way Back Home’ 
(Radio), second week, slowed to 
$1,500. 





PHILLY PERKS AS FILMS 
AWAIT HOLIDAY START 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 

Business was a notch or so above 
expectations last week, and there 
are some indications that the slump 
of September and October is at least 
temporarily at an end. If the 
Thanksgiving holidays exert any- 
where near their usual -box office 
influence some good grosses should 
be registered this week, although 
some pictures are holding over un- 
til the middle of the week. Will 
mean nothing very exciting during 
the first three days of the current 
week, 

Unusual congestion of openings 
this week. The Earle, which is not 
to close after all, changes pictures 
on Wednesday; the Boyd, Stanley 
and Stanton on ‘Thursday, and 
Keith’s the Fox and the Karlton on 
Friday. All are first runs. New 
ones starting this midweek include 
‘Mad Genius’ at the Boyd, ‘Rich 
Man's Folly’ at the Stanley, and 
Seth Parker’s ‘Way Back Home’ at 
the Stanton, all on Thursday; ‘Pos- 
sessed’ at Keith's, ‘Heartbreak’ at 
the Fox, and ‘Friends and Lovers’ 
at the Karlton, are the Friday en- 
tries. The Earle beats the list 
with ‘Local Boy,’ which opens 
Wednesday. 

Estimates for This Week 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—‘Five 
Star Final’ (WB). Melodrama stays 
on through Wednesday, one day 
less than Philly's six-day weck; 
should get $11,000 in that time. Last 
week, same film, almost $18,000. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75)--—‘Ambassa- 
dor Bill’ (Fox). Maybe $15,000 on 
short holdover. Last week $24,700, 
okay. 

Keith’s (1,890; 35-50-75)—‘Cuban’ 


‘His Woman’ $8,000 and 
‘Crazy’ $11,000, I‘napolis 


Indianapolis, Nov. 23. 

Business is much better. Even 
the shows at the Palace, Indiana 
and Lyric Saturday nite drew more 
than $8,000 for the unemployed. 

3atch of diversified pictures is 
helping this week and when Thanks- 
giving arrives grosses should make 
managers happy. ‘Touchdown’ 
comes to Circle Thursday, and plan 
is to have state colleges and uni- 
versity glee clubs give four shows 
each day thereafter for a week of 
competition for a $1,000 prize put up 
by management. Notre Dame, But- 
ler, Franklin, Purdue and Depauw 
are in the contest. 

Estimates for This Week 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—‘Local Boy’ (FN), and F-M unit. 
Should gross $16,000, with chance 
to climb. Last week ‘Rich Man's 
Folly’ (Par). near $16,500. Charlie 
Davis band goes in again on re- 
turn from N. Y. Nov. 27. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
—His Woman’ (Par). Should get 
fair $8,000. Last week ‘Beloved 
Bachelor’ (Par) about same figure. 

Ohio (Publix) (1,100; 15-25)—‘De- 
votion’ (Pathe). Replay from Circle 
and may be $1,000. Last week ‘Plat- 
inum Blonde’ (Col.) also $1,000. 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,400; 25- 
35-50)—‘Ambassador sill’ (Fox). 
Appears bc-ind for good $8,000. Last 
week ‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox), $7,000. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,000; 25-35- 
50)—Blond Crazy" (WB) and vaude. 
Good $11,000. Last week ‘Expensive 
Women’ (WB) $9,000. 

Palace (2,100; 25-35-50)—‘Pos- 
sessed’ (M-G). Looks strong at 
close to $9,000; heavily exploited. 
Last week ‘Cuban’ (M-G) and 
Laurel-Hardy four reeler, $8,500. 


Guardsman’ $19,000 in 
Pitt—‘Boy’ $21,000 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 23. 
(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 
A swing upward is looked for cur- 
rently following indifferent grosses 
all along the line last week. 
‘Local Boy,’ at the Stanley, won 
Joe Brown some favorable notices 
for a change and following up star's 


recent personal appearance locally, 
when he cracked hot weather record 
wide open; should roll up nice $21,- 
000. Lunt and Fontanne have wide 
Guild following here and ‘Guards- 
man’ is giving Penn a hi-hat audi- 
ence figured big enough to account 
for satisfactory $19,000. 
Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 15-25-35-50) 
—‘Heartbreak’ (Fox). Weak and 
$3,000 hardly a distinguished figure 
for this house. Last week ‘Rebound’ 
(Pathe) okay at $3,600. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10-15- 
25-35-50)—‘The Spider’ (Fox). Mys- 
tery meller okay and still remem- 
bered locally from play that ran 
several weeks here; should have no 
trouble reaching $7,250, good. Last 
week ‘Road to Reno’ (Par) below 
recent average at $6,000. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-20-30-40) 
—Lasca’ (U). Typical Diamond 
street fare and indications herald 
satisfactory $2,850. Last week ‘Left 
Over Ladies’ (FN) and ‘One Way 
Trail, Tim McCoy western, around 
$3,000. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50- 
60)—‘Guardsman’ (M-G). Lunt- 
Fontanne big locally as result of 
Guild appearances; hihat trade and 
house faithfuls should sell for $19,- 
000, above expectations for class 
product. Last week ‘Once a Lady’ 
(Par) about $17,000, just fair. 

Sheridan Square (RKO) (1,850; 
10-15-25-35-50)—Notre Dame’ (U). 
In for full week following good 
downtown session at Stanley; should 
hold up around $4,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Local Boy’ (FN). Star popular 
locally and should put Stanley back 
into the running with nice $21,000. 
Last week ‘Rich Man's Folly’ (Par) 
not so good; $15,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Ruling Voice’ (FN). Unlikely to 
earn more than $9,500, in-between 
figure at this spot. Last week ‘Way 
3ack Home’ (Radio) got Seth Par- 
ker air following and responsible 
for okay $12,000. 











(M-G). Looks like $17,000 with 
holiday. .Last week ‘Flying High’ 
(M-G) pretty good at $13,500. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—‘Claudet’ 
(M-G). Holding'in for three weeks 
less one day; should get $9,500 in 
five days. Second week was $16,500. 

Earle (2,000; 25-65)—Touchdown’ 
(Par). Rather hot and maybe $15,- 
500. Last week ‘Road to Reno’ 
(Par) about $12,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65)—‘Blonde 
Crazy’ (WB). Holding over until 
Wednesday then ‘Local Boy’ (WB); 
‘Crazy’ got around $15,000 last week. 





Karliton (1,000; 50)—Comprom- 
ised’ (FN). Weak, though Thanks- 
giving should help; maybe $4,000. 
Last week ‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par), 
$4,000. 

Arecdia (600; 50)—‘Pardon Us’ 
(M-G). Fair and maybe $3,500. 
Last week ‘Guilty Hands’ (M-G) 
$3,250. 


Biway Dull Awaiting Holiday; 
‘Guardsman’ May Do $65,000; 
$24,000 Weak for ‘Corsair’ 





TWO $10,000 SPOTS 


In Columbus—Town 
After Taking a Dive 


Columbus, Nov. 23. 

(Drawing Population, 475,000) 
Biz is looking up currently after 
one of poorest weeks of fall. ‘Flying 
High,’ at the Ohio, opened to stan- 
dees on strength of heavy advertis- 
ing. Broad has Crawford and Gable 

to step up its gross. 


Benefits for charity end Tuesday 
(24) and are expected to doe but lit- 
tle harm to b. o. with Thanksgiving 
to come. 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50)- 
‘Rich Man's Folly’ (Par) and vaude 
Started nicely and should do fair 


$10,000. Last week ‘Our Children’ 
(Radio) $9,100, mediocre. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50) 
‘Flying High’ (M-G) and unit. Off 


to heavy start and should hit it up 
to nice $2,000. Last week ‘Yellow 
Ticket’ (Fox) good enough for $12,- 
300. 

Broad (Loew-UA) 
—‘Possessed’ (M-G). 
favorites which may 
Last week ‘Guardsman’ 
to around $8,000. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-50) —‘Ex- 
pensive Women’ (WB). New fea- 
tured girl organist helping some; 
good $5,500. Last week ‘Honor of 
Family’ (FN) fair with $5,000. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Sob Sister’ (Fox). First half of 
split will carry bill through to §$2,- 
200 average. Last week ‘Purple 
Sage’ (Fox) and ‘Leftover Ladies’ 
(Tiff) high with $3,000. 


His Woman’ $13,000; 
Cincy Strand Is Closing 


(2,500; 25-50) 

soth leads 
mean $10,000, 
(M-G) fell 





Cincinnati, Nov. 23. 
Drawing Population, 700,000 
Unseasonable balmy days held 
responsible for the faint b. o. trend 
locally. Been this way for a fort- 
night with flicker quality currently 
not much of a palliative. 
Unemployment benefit 
floundered woefully. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-75) ‘Cisco 
Kid’ (Fox) and vaude. Excellent 
acts counteracting film for good 


shows 


$24,000. Last week ‘Wallingford’ 
(M-G), despite good support and 


reception of film, down to $20,500, 
Palace (RKO) (2,700; 30-50) ‘Sui- 
cide Fleet’ (Pathe). oxploitation 


heavy, and may result in good 
$14,000. Last week ‘Rich Man's 
Folly’ (Par) poor at $10,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 30-50) 


‘Touchdown’ (Par). Critics figured 
this ace college picture but locals 
paying only fair $10,000. Last week 
‘Our Children’ (Radio) a good $12,- 
500 with heavy ad assistance. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 30-50) ‘His 


Woman’ (Par). Looks good for 
$13,000, Last week ‘Guardsman’ 
(M-G) drew carriage trade, for 


which house once was famed, and 
nice $13,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 30-50) 
‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col). Important 
contest with WCKY has locals gab- 
bing; looks like moderate $3,000, 
though, as Jean Harlow no draw 
here. Last week ‘Irriends and 
Lovers’ (Radio) only fair $2,500. 

Strand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40) ‘Rul- 
ing Voice’ (WB) and ‘Penrod’ (FN), 
split weeking for first time but 
change of policy isn’t aiding; lights 
go out Dec. 6 but on again Christ- 


mas; poor $2,000 this week. Last 
week ‘Dangerous’ Affair’ (Col) 
$2,500. ° 

Family (RKO) (1,140; 20-34) 
‘Convicted’ (Standard) and ‘Hard 
Hombre’ (Standard) split. Fair 
$2,700 prospect. Last week same 
figure with ‘Arizona Terror’ (Tiff) 


and ‘Morals for Women.” 





Al Selig Leaves Columbia; 
Bert Ennis Now Gen. P.A. 


3ert Ennis became general pub- 
licity director for Columbia, fol- 
lowing the departure Saturday (21) 
of Al Selig. Ennis formerly had 
been in charge of exploitation. 

Selig left after a turbulent exist- 
ence with the Columbia heads in 
New York since last February 
when he joined the company. 
alleges a year’s contract, entered 
into verbally with Joe Brandt. 


Selig 


Picking Up| 





cide Vleet’ 


Yesterday (23) Selig instructed his | 


attorneys to serve papers in an ac- 
tion against Columbia, for the 


amount due, around $6,000 for the! $25 900, 





unfulfilled term, 


So is 
and 
besides 


tiz is mild on DGroadway. 

weather. Between that 
for the unemploved 
early Thanksgiving openings the 
managers have their hands full. 
Most of the houses are giving their 


the 
shows 


‘I Will Share’ shows’ midnight 
Wednesday (25). Others held the 
charity event last night (Monday). 


Houses planning to spring their 
new shows on the holiday instead 
of the usual Friday include the 
Paramount, Strand, Winter Garden 
and Mayfair, this closing the cur- 
rent stanzas in six days, and leaps 
to eight days for the following fea- 
tures: 

‘Over the Hill’ must struggle to 
peel off $75,000, but has been booked 


in for two weeks. ‘Cuban Love 
Song’ (M-G) follows at this house. 
‘The Guardsman’ will be all right 
around $65,000 at the Capitol. The 
Lunts should draw in New York. 

On the holdover of ‘Touchdown,’ 
with the same expensive stage 


show, the Paramount may do $55,- 
000 on the six days No date yet 
when the Fanchon & Marco shows 
are to go into this spot and its 
sister house in Brooklyn. 

Neither. ‘Corsair,’ at the Rialto, 
or Fairbanks’ ‘Round the World,’ 
at the Rivoli, looks to stay more 
than a fortnight on their current 
pace, Swanson's ‘Tonight Or 
Never’ follows ‘Corsair,’ but date 
is not set. Mayfair is holding over 
‘Our Children,’ but, not for financial 
reasons. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,120; $1-$2); ‘The Champ’ 
(M-G) (3d week). Holding up 
strongly with no sign of weakness. 

Broadway (1,900; 35-85-$1), “The 
Deceiver’ (Col) and vaude. Won't 
better $10,000; future of house un- 
certain, 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50), ‘The 
Guardsman’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Maybe $65,000 with holiday; okay 
for the Lunt and Fontanne, who 
should do biz on Broadway if any- 
where. Last week ‘Phantom of 
Paris’ (M-G) light, $56,300. 

Criterion (886: $1-$1.50), ‘Strictly 


Dishonorable’ (U) (3d week). Slated 
to scram next week; doing pretty 
well. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85-$1), 


(Par) and stage show 
(24 week). Winds up Wednesday 
night (25), scramming to around 
$55,000 on six-day week, okay. Last 
week $70,000, aided by Bing Crosby, 
Mills Brothers, Harriet Hictor and 
Armida. 

Rialto (2,000; 25-40), ‘Corsair’ 
(UA) (1st week). Doesn’t look to 
stand over a fortnight despite most- 
ly favorable reviews from dailies; 
around $24,000. Swanson’s ‘Tonight 
or Never’ (UA) follows. Last week 
‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) $15,000 on 
finish of fair run. 

Mayfair (2,200; 40-$1), ‘Our Chil- 


‘Touchdown’ 


dren’ (Radio) (2d week). Forced 
into second week and doesn’t look 


more than $14,000 for six days. Last 
week $19,400, not good. . 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1), ‘Around 
the World’ (UA) (2d week). Fair- 
banks travel picture sailing lightly; 
maybe $20,000; doubtful of more 
than than two weeks; using ‘Beau 
Hunks’ (M-G) to bolster. Last week 
‘Age for Love’ (UA) poor at*$15,000 
on one week. 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50), ‘Over 
the Hill, (Fox) and stage show (list 
week). Slated for two weeks under 

(Continued on page 10) 


Men’ $18,000-Boston; 
Heat Hurts All Round 


Boston, Nov. 23. 

(Drawing population, 850,000) 
Records for heat this month being 
broken here and every picture house 
in the city suffering accordingly. 
But Thanksgiving and the Dart- 
mouth-Stanford game ought to help. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,000; 35-50-75) 
‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) and stage 
show. Will have to push to reach 
over $30,000 on six days. Special 
midnight show holiday eve. for 
‘Blonde Crazy’ (FN). Last week 

‘Touchdown’ only fair at $32,800. 





Keith-Boston (RKO) (4,000; 35- 
50) ‘Men in Her Life’ (Col) and 
vaude. Lois Moran and ‘Charles 


Bickford plus Bill Robinson troupe 


on stage: $18,000 not bad. Last 
week ‘Dangerous Affair’ (Col) did 
$19,500. 

Olympia (2,200; 35-50-60) ‘Five 
Star Final’ (WB). Should have 
splendid week around $11,000. Last 


week ‘Sob Sister’ 
zood 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-50) ‘Sui- 
(Pathe). Should do okay 
with added Harvard and Yale game 


(fox) 39,000, very 


thrills, $19,000. Last week with ‘Our 

Children’ (Radio) not so _ forte, 
$17,000 

Loew's State (4,000: 50-60) ‘Pose 

} sessed’ (M-G) and vaude. Nice at 

Last week ‘Flying High* 


(M-G) bad at $13,600, 
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Amusements Hold Above Old Lows 
As Steck Market Drifts Further 
Toward Test of Extreme Bottoms 


The theatre shares fared mod- 
erately well yesterday (Monday) in 
a dull, weak market in which pivo- 
tal industrials either drifted mean- 
inglessly downward toward a test 


of previous lows, or actually broke 
through their bottoms for the whole 


bear market. 
Principal railroad shares went to 
new lows for many years, while 


Steel hit a new bottom, below 59, 
breaking C) for the first time since 
the World War. Bearish sentiment 
was based on a new decline in 
grains, a slump of 6 cents in British 


exchange and the failure of the 
railroad wage conference to get 
anywhere. However, yesterday's 
drift downward was due more to 
lack of buying power than to any 
pressure of selling. At any rate, 
volume was small, the turnover 
failing to reach 1,500,000 shares. 
The amusement stocks generally 


were about unchanged, the wave of 
gloom that came in the wake of the 
RKO jam having apparently done 
its worst. Only exception to steady 
film stock prices was special weak- 
ness in Paramount, which lost a 
full point on heavy dealings, return- 
ing to 11%, a double low on the 
current movement. 

RKO lost something of its minor 
recovery with the failure of the 
stock holders to come through with 
an alternative plan. It was ex- 
pected they would have their plan 
ready to submit yesterday, but 
nothing eventuated. 

Bond dealings were listless, with 
prices unchanged for the most part, 
but a new all time low at 8 flat 
for the General Theatre loans, 


RKO Jam Hurts 


When RKO uné@ertook its cam- 
paign for what amounts to an as- 
eessment upon its stockholders, 
even to the extent of invoking the 
receivership bogey, it may have ac- 
complished its purpose, but it cer- 
tainly put the whole amusement 


stock group on the spot. The shock 
to RKO stockholders didn’t stop 
with them, but went right on 


through the allied issues, including 
even Loew. 

News came out pat at the wrong 
moment. The market at the time 
was at the start of a sharp reaction 
due to disappointment over the col- 
lapse of a speculative boom in com- 
modity prices led by wheat and 
silver, bringing back the mental 
state of gloom that prevailed in Oc- 
tober. The RKO situation, ad- 
mittedly bad, but tactlessly made 
to appear worse, reacted with spe- 
cial force upon the whole group con- 
cerned in the American Tel. & Tel., 
namely RCA, General Electric and 
Westinghouse, the last named late 
in the week breaking into new low 
ground for the entire bear market. 

Sour appearance of the whole 
market was the slump of a number 
of pivotal stocks, like U. S. Steel, 
to levels below the extreme lows 
registered in the crash of Oct. 5, 
and the decline of the Dow Jones 
rail averages into new bottoms for 
years. All the rails and all the in- 
dustrials used in the index did not 


break through, but there were 
enough important stocks in new 


low ground to make it seem prob- 
able that the former average bot- 
toms were not going to hold for 
long. 

To chart players the price pic- 
ture was highly significant, and in 
this stage of the market there are 
enough active chart students to in- 
spire a bitter pretest from a name- 
less banking authority, that the 
operations of chart followers alone 
are enough to put dangerous pres- 
gure on prices, regardless of the 
merits of graphs as an index of 
future market movements. His 
point is that whether or not chart 
lines really foretell price trends, 
there are enough people playing 
chart form to make chart ‘predic- 
tions’ come out. 

One of the sufferers from the 
ehanged sentiment was Warner 
Bros., which sank below its min- 
imum of last June, going through 
its former low of 4%, which it had 
defended successfully during the 
early October pressure, and touch- 
ing 3% late in the week, a level 
from which it showed almost no 
ability to rally. 


All Bonds Hit 


One of the first effects of the new 
state of discouragement was a 
precipitous drop in the price of 
amusement bonds, bondholders be- 
ing the first of security owners to 
take fright. Last week’s perform- 
ance among the amusement loans 
was startling. Although the de- 
clines in the already over-deflated 
theatre stocks were confined to 
narrow losses, generally fractional, 














- 2 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales High. Low. Close.ch’g. 
100 Con. F... 6% 6% 6% 
5,700 East. K...100 96% 98 
See WOR ssisce 65% 6% 65 
1,200 Gen. Thr... 1% 1% 1% 
5,100 Loew ..... 39% 38% 38% — % 
60 Orph pf.. 10% 9% 10% + 3 
24,500 Par-P .... 18% 11% 12% —1 
400 Pathe .... 5, 5 s— %& 
10,800 RCA .eccc 9% 8% 9 +% 
6.100 REO ....>. 31 2% 2% —% 
20 Un. P. pf. 41% 41% 41 +1 
8,000 W. B...... 4% 4 4%+ ¥ 
CURB 
400 Fox Thr... 1% 1 1 
400 Gen. Th.pf. 1% 1% 1% 
1,400 RKO rts... ay %— % 
Gee See ass vu 32 3% 316 
BONDS* 
$14,000 Gen. Thr... 9% 8 &Y%4 —1 
3,000 Loew's ... 8914 89% 89% — % 
7 GGG Pek. ssces 65 65 65 
3.000 Par-Pub. . 60 60 60 
15,000 W. B..... 35% 35% 35%— % 
* Sales and prices to 2:10 p. m. 
losses among the fixed income is- 


sues were astonishingly wide, par- 
ticularly accompanied by amaz- 
ingly small volume. Only $16,000 
of Pathe bonds changed hands, but 
the week brought out a net decline 
of 13 points from 78 to 65, while 
the old and new Paramount issues 
were off 7% and 7, respectively, on 
unimportant turnover. Warner 
Bros. bonds continued in relatively 
heavy volume going to a new low 
on the reaction at 3314, compared 
to an all time low of 25, and end- 
ing the week at 36, off 6%. Volume 
reached a total of $297,000 on the 
week, as much as all the other 
seven loans listed. 

Haste to unload bonds affected 
everything in the theatre group, 
with General Theatre Equipments 
at a new all time low at 9%, old 
Keith issue at a new low of 45 and 
even the Loew lien off 2%4 and back 
below 90 again after a courageous 
climb from the lower 80’s. Gyra- 
tions of the bond list were much 
more violent than movements in 
common stocks. 

Significance of the Warner drop 
is that with the company now in 
its best season of the year and ap- 
proaching the time of year when 
film issues normally come into their 
favorable market phases, the stock 
failed to support its resistance 
point of last June when it had the 
long, dull summer of low earnings 
ahead of it. Such a situation looks 
abnormal. It was supposed that 
with its bad statement covering last 
summer out of the way Warners 
would show improvement. It started 
the new season with a string of 
successful pictures and enjoyed a 
modest boom on the ticker, prices 
moving up near 10. Studios failed 
to come through with follow-up 
quality product, however, and ap- 
parently it-is the disappointment of 
high hopes that is responsible for 
the current relapse, another in- 
stance of the change of sentiment 
in the whole market. 

Loew’s Response to Extra 
The performance of Loew’s under 
the circumstances was indifferent. 
Directors on Wednesday voted the 
expected $1 extra, and the market 
took this bullish action with a great 
degree of calm. Announcement of 
the disbursement was followed by a 
sharp run up of 2 points or better 
from 37% to 40%, a gain that was 
almost entirely cancelled before the 
end of the week. Market doesn’t 
take unrestrainedly to ‘extras’ in 
these troubled times, and although 
on the surface it does look as 
though Loew’s was amply justi- 
fied, since it netted nearly $7.50 a 
share during the year, and is 
favored by an extremely favorable 
financial structure, the feeling is 
that the times call for the husband- 
ing of resources. It is recalled, for 
instance, that American Can a year 
ago paid an extra and that once- 
revered market leader has almost 
ever since been the subject of suc- 
cessful bear attack. In the case 
of Loew also the position of the 
control stock in bankers’ hands and 
with a Fox string, enters into many 
market arguments. 

Following the crash of RKO and 
action of a stockholders’ commit- 
tee to protest the new financing, the 
stock showed good resistance. From 
mid-week on sizeable blocks of 1,000 
and 2,000 were taken at fractional 
advances. Whether this represented 
short covering or bank support 
could not, of course, be figured, but 
the stock certainly showed improve- 
ment in holding its rebound from 
2% to better than 3. Week ended 
with the ‘A’ stock at 3% and the 
outcome of the stockholders’ cam- 
paign still unknown. 

Holders had obtained the data it 
asked for from the company as to 
position of voting stock and also re- 
ceived assurances from the manage- 
ment that it would be glad to agree 
to any alternative financing plan 

(Continued on page 19) 








18-Yr.-Old Novice for Par 


Dallas, Nov. 23. 
Florine McKinney, 18, Fort 
Worth high school kid, signed by 
Par. 
No previous stage experience. 
Par will likely give her voice try- 
out in a musical. 





UA People in N.Y. in Dec. 
For General Pow-Wow 


A gathering of the entire United 
Artists clan in New York in De- 
cember is forecast, excepting Doug- 
las Fairbanks, who sailed last week 
for Europe. 

Gloria Swanson will arrive around 
Dec. 1, by which date Howard 
Hughes is expected. Sam Goldwyn 
will come east shortly after, with 
Joe Schenck. Charlie Chaplin, in 
England, has not indicated his ar- 
rival, but should be here around 
that time. Others, including Mary 
Pickford and D. W. Griffith, finan- 
cially concerned in UA, will re- 
main east. 

Advance is that a2 pow-wow on 
important matters is slated, includ- 
ing the discussed distribution get- 
together with Columbia which 
would require the approval of all 
owner-members of UA as a dis- 
tributing organization. 

United Artists is reported agree- 
able to a distribution merger with 
Columbia, if Col agrees to a setup 
proposed by UA, when down to the 
real basis of a deal. 

If a deal, it would not be effec- 
tive, it is said, until next summer, 
at the start of the selling season 
for the ’32-’33 product of both com- 


U Exch for Tex 


Dallas, Nov. 23. 

Universal discontinuing its San 
Antonio branch, retaining only 
shipping depot in that town. Leaves 
Dallas exchange to cover all Texas. 
L. C. Baxley, skipper for the §&. 
A. office, here pro temp, pending 
new assignment, 








$3 


Film Shorts Loaded Up With 
Sports—F ootball Predominating 





MAY MAKE MOONEY 
CASE TALKER NOW 


Film version of the story of the 


conviction and imprisonment of 


Thomas Mooney, serving a life sen- 
tence in San Quentin in connection 
with the Preparedness Day bomb- 
ing, is considered likely. Report 
comes from Mayor Walker's pres- 
ent Coast trip in an attempt to lib- 
erate Mooney. 

Talker may be based on the legit 

play, ‘Precedent,’ by I. J. Golden. 
Should Mooney be freed, political 
barriers prohibiting production of 
such a talker will be removed, with 
the story likened to the _ recent 
talker, ‘Dreyfus Case.’ 
With the case hot in the news 
last week, all the major film pro- 
ducers are claimed to have requested 
scripts. 





Plea to Help German 
Foreign Trade in Film 


Berlin, Nov. 12. 
Through a decree of the govern- 
ment growing out of foreign cur- 
rency troubles, difficulties increase 
every day as arrangements for for- 
eign deals cannot be carried out. 
The decree prohibits the export 
of the German gold exceeding the 
value of $50 or changing marks into 
foreign currency of that amount as 
above. Consequently, any plan of 
co-operation with foreign film peo- 
ple is barred as, for instance, plans 
of co-production of German and 
French subjects. 
The ‘Spio’ (head organization of 
German film industry) has prepared 
a petition to the government look- 
ing to lifting of restrictions on for- 
eign film business, 








Newsreels Won't Fall for Idea to 
Pay for Garden's Sports Scenes 





The newsreels are tangled up with 
Madison Square Garden because of 
a new idea that would put a price 
on the sports events shots. The 


plan proposed by the Garden calls 
for one set of cameras being op- 
erated and the four newsreels buy- 
ing the pictures. 

The Garden, whose board of di- 
rectors have been in frequent ses- 
sion of late, appears to have adopted 
the plan proposed by Educational 
Films. The four leading newsreels 
heads conferred and rejected the 
idea. Paramount, RKO-Pathe, Fox 
Movietone and Hearst Metrotone 
have taken the stand against the 
buying of Garden events pictures. 
Even if permitted to take their own 
shots by paying a price per foot 
to Educational which would split 
with the Garden, the newsreels’ big 
four can’t see the plan, 





The newsreels contend that they 
aided the comeback to popularity of 
the pro wrestling game and Jack 
Curley the leading promoter of that 
sport concurred that that medium 
was a certain aid. Last week’s 
wrestling show was to have been a 
show-down but Curley is said to 
have insisted the newsreels be per- 
mitted to grind under former con- 
ditions, 

Understood that the newsreels will 
formally protest to the Garden, ar- 
guing that their medium is the same 
as pictorial newspapers but with 
the additional attribute of sound 
and talking to audiences. 

The Garden is reported consider- 
ably ahead in September and Octo- 
ber of this year as compared to the 
same months of 1930 and also that 
the hockey advance sales are larger. 
Price for the ice games has been re- 
duced. 











Picture Possibilities 








talker chances at all, 


and pointed for screen. 


Picture value perhaps limited to 
where rights are probably owned. 





On its love story might do for a 


‘Steel’—Unfavorable 
‘STEEL’ (Drama, Robert Geist, Inc. Times Square). 
and radical propaganda. Neither masculine nor feminine appeal, no 


Harrowing show, 





*Reunion at Vienna’—Unfavorable 
‘REUNION AT VIENNA’ (Theatre Guild. Martin Beck). 
ture material from any standpoint. Dialog and plot too sophisticated 


Hardly pic- 


Kauf. 





*Sing High, Sing Low’—Unfavorable 
‘SING HIGH, SING LOW’ (Walker Towne, Inc., Sam Harris). Travesty 
on grand opera, Not especially amusing except as lowdown on the 
workings of opera, with that topic limited even for legit purposes. Kauf. 





"The Lady With a Lamp’—Unfavorable 
‘THE LADY WITH A LAMP’ (Drama, Macgowan & Reed, Elliott). 


British Empire. Played in London 


Ibee. 


"A Widow In Green’—Unfavorable 
‘A WIDOW IN GREEN’ (Comedy, James W. Elliott, Cort).—Appears 
too whimsical and limited in general appeal for talker fare. 


‘Fast Service’—Favorable 
FAST SERVICE’ (Comedy, Edgar Selwyn, Selwyn). 


program picture. ibee. 


— 








Public clamor for sports of all 
kinds, with the nation spending $3. 
000,000,000, according to government 
statistics last year at football fields 
ight stadiums, golf etc. 
has resulted in tremendous produc. 
tion activity as an open sesame tn 
drawing sports lovers to the thea. 
tre. In less than a year, this ace 
tivity has reached the point, pare 
ticularly in the short subject field 
that it is admitted by distributors 
the market is now badly 
flooded. : 


With all producers trying to cash 
in on the sports pull, the shorts 
series have been one-reelers. At 
present there are too many foot. 
ball pictures to look for playdates 
it is stated by distributors who, in 
selling the one-reelers, are finding 
the field highly competitive. Cut. 
ting in somewhat are several foote 
ball features as well as the various 
newsreels, which in meeting popu- 


courses, 


Overe 


lar demand, are playing up grid 
stuff more than ever before. 
In addition to singletons which 


occur in miscellaneous sports series, 
four companies are currently vieing 
with each other in marketing foot- 


ball shorts. Universal, Col and 
Educational each have a series, 
while RKO-Pathe is reissuing one 


of its old football groups. 

Paramount recently rushed to the 
field with ‘Touchdown’ and U with 
‘Spirit of Notre Dame,’ full length 
features. 

All Companies 

Sports of all descriptions are con-« 
tained in other one-reel series for 
general release at any time. Where 
a couple years ago about all to be 
found were Grantland Rice's ‘Sport- 
lights’ (Pathe), now nearly every 
film company is making room for 
sports shorts of some kind. 

Warners’ golf series, with Bobby 
Jones, is believed to have urged 
many of the others to special series, 
Metro with the Tilden tennis reels, 
immediately followed, Metro later 
working out a ‘Sports Champions’ 
series of 12 one-reelers. 

Others, mostly added to _ short 
subject lists within the past few 
months, include Warners’ ‘Sport 
Slants,’ with Ted Husing; Bill Cun- 
ningham’s ‘Sport Reviews’ and 
‘Cannibals of Deep’ (Educational), 
‘Fisherman’s Paradise’ (Metro) and 
miscellaneous independently-made 
subjects. 


Possessed -Fleet’ Front 
For $22,000-$18,000 


Kansas City, Nov. 23. 
All current first runs got extra 
publicity due to being featured on 
the Friday night benefits for the 
unemployment fund. 
‘Suicide Fleet’ and 
will both do well. 


Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50) 
‘Possessed’ (M-G). Boxoffice names 
make this one look like fine $22,000. 
Last week ‘Flying High’ (M-G) 
moderate $16,000. 





‘Possessed” 


Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60) 
‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Fast moving entertainment and 


close to good $18,000. Last week 
‘Our Children’ (Radio) held up for 
$21,000. 

Newman (1,890; 25-35-50) ‘Am- 
bassador Bill’ (Fox). Will get $9,- 


800. Last week ‘Touchdown’ (Par) 
$9,600. 

Liberty (1,000; 25-50) ‘Blonde 
Crazq’ (FN). Guy Kibbe_ stock 


fav here, featured, but only mod- 
erate $4,000 looked for. Last week 
‘Sage’ (Fox) $6,400. 


NEW YORK 


(Continued from page 9) 





booking pressure; must sprint for 
$75,000, not bad. Last week ‘Am- 
bassador Bill’ (Fox) fell to $55,500, 
"way off for a Rogers film. 

Strand (2,900; 25-50-75), ‘Guilty 
Generation, (Col). At $14,000 okay 
for six days. Last week ‘Expensive 
Women’ (FN) bad at $13,500. ‘Local 
Boy’ (WB) comes in Thursday. 
Warners (1,100; 50-75), ‘Speckled 
Band’ (FD) (3d week). British 
made possibly near $3,000 now. Last 
week $3,900. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-85-$1) 
‘Ruling Voice’ (FN) (3rd week). 
Finishes up to let ‘Her Majesty 
Love’ (FN) hook in on holiday. 
Will finish to $10,000 and ns.g. OP 
six days. Last week $15,000. — 
Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1,130; 50-75- 
$1-$1.50-$2) ‘Die Schlacht von 
Bademuende’ (Ufa). Opened weak 
and looks like $3,000; only one week 





and then out. Last week ‘Ihre Ho- 
heit Befiehlt’ (Ufa), $2,300, bad. 
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Hoyt’s Cancels Old U. T. Pacts and 
Pushes Drive for Australian Trade 








Sydney, Oct. 28. 

Union Theatres has gone into 
liquidation with the bankers ap- 
pointing an official to take charge. 

Out of the ruins of the old com- 
pany arises a new unit to be known 
as Greater Union (Management), 
Ltd. This company will take over 
the ace houses of the old circuit, re- 
turning to the old company theatres 
deemed unsuitable. Whatever as- 
gets the former company may have 
will be offered by the bank to the 
highest bidder. 

Union Theatres, Ltd. (now de- 
funct), owes the bank, Western 
Electric and othér organizations 
close to $1,000,000. Paramount was 
a large creditor, but settlement was 
made prior to liquidation. 

Paramount is reported as having 
cancelled contract for further sup- 
ply of films to new organization and 
will probably have their products 
booked by Hoyts. 

Directors of the present company 
Include Stuart F. Doyle, Edwin 
Geach, W. G. Layton, J. J. Rouse 
(head of Kodak) and F. J. Smith, 
latter representing the bankers. 

With the quitting of the old U. T. 
regime, Hoyts will cancel any work- 
ing agreement hitherto carried on 
between the organization for the 
pooling of pictures and other friend- 
ly arrangements. It is stated that 
Hoyts, with the strong backing of 
Fox, will compete actively with 
newly formed organization for pat- 
ronage. Stanley Crick and Charles 
Munro will pilot the Hoyt forces. 

Rival Line Up 

Film distributors behind Union 
Management Ltd. include, Warners, 
Universal, Radio, Pathe, British In- 
ternational, Columbia, British Dom- 
inion and Australasian Films Ltd. 
Hoyts will have Fox, Paramount, 
M.G.M. and possibly United Artists. 

(Continued on page 47) 


Germany and Austria 
In Gold Complication 
Over Film Exporting 


Vienna, Nov. 23. 

Some talk here of the Austrian 
government abolishing its prefer- 
ence towards German films. Sug- 
gested that a three-to-one contin- 
gent program go in for German pro- 
duction, with contingent certificates 
selling at $1.50. Money would be 
used for support of the Austrian 
film industry. 

A serious international complica- 
tion is arising between Austria and 
Germany which may close all 
‘Viennese film houses. It’s the gold 
trouble again. Austria has a gold 
ban, meaning that no money can 
be exported from the country, which 
in turn means that Germans can't 
collect from the Viennese for prod- 
uct. Natural German answer is to 
‘close down on exports to Vienna. 

Austrians have a supply of films 
on hand that is enough to do them 
until December only, after which 
time trouble may arise. 


NO U. S. TALKER NOW IN 
CLASS HOUSE AT HAGUE 


The Hague, Nov. 23. 
Five German and one French pic- 
ture are the new layout at the six 
leading picture houses. 
Unusual is that no American 
films on view now in any of the 
‘class houses. 


WB’s First Quota Film 
with Benita Hume 


Hollywod, Nov. 23. 

Warners’ first British quota pic- 
ture, ‘Sinners All,’ is now in pro- 
duction at Teddington with John 
Daumery directing both the English 
and French versions. 

3enita Hume heads the cast. This 
will delay her arrival in Hollywood, 
where she is to do one picture for 
Radio. 

















Thorpe Off BI’s Board? 


London, Nov. 23. 
Rumor here has John Thorpe 
leaving Brit International shortly. 
Thorpe is a director on BIP’s 
Board. 





J 


JUGOSLAV MUSIC ROYALTY 


Meeting of Exhibs to Talk It Over 
—50-50 Payment Suggested 


Nov. 23. 
Owners of Jugoslav picture houses 


Belgrade, 


meet at Zagreb starting tomorrow 
(24) to royalties 
Question has never been settled for 
this territory. Authors’ representa- 
tives will be called in. 

Theatre owners’ proposal is that 
film companies pay half the royal- 


discuss music 


ties and exhibs the other half. They | 


would like a regular monthly sum 
figured out and set as standard 
music royalty. 


NO 2D RUNS FOR 
FOREIGN FILMS 





Second run showings of foreign 
films will probably be abandoned in 
all cities and by all foreign distribu- 
tors in America in the near future. 
Move is practically set to go into 
effect at Tobis, with Ufa having in- 


sisted on no subsequent runs from 
the first. Other distributors, mostly 
small fellows, are expected to line 
up with the two big German com- 
panies as soon as set. 

Angle of the foreign film distribs 
is that novelty has worn off their 
product now, with Broadway show- 
cases of foreign films dependent 
pretty much entirely on native pat- 
ronage. Germans are no longer 
willing to come to Broadway and 
pay the high admission prices when 
they can get the same films at their 
naborhood houses later for 25c. Ufa 
for its Cosmopolitan maintains a 
$2 top. $1 top obtains at the Europa 
and Little Carnegie. 

New attitude on Tobis’ part comes 
from observation that grosses in all 
foreign houses on Broadway have 
fallen off badly while naborhood 
business jumped. With rentals from 
naborhood houses generally very 
low, Tobis now figures it would be 
ahead in the long run if Germans 
were taught that they must pay the 
higher tariffs for first runs or not 
get their German films. 


THREATS IN VIENNA 
OVER ‘ALL QUIET’ 


Vienna, Nov. 23. 
United States Minister Stockton 


has asked the government to sanc- 
tion ‘All Quiet’ (U). 

Immediately it was known the re- 
quest was made, Nationalists begar 
making threats of renewing their 
disorders if the film is shown. 











Australia Quota Fails 
For Lack of Product 


Sydney, Oct. 28. 

The Chief Secretary of Victoria 
recently announced that his depart- 
ment had been forced to grant ex- 
emption to Victorian showmen from 
the obligation to include a certain 
quota of either British or Australian 
films in every program screened. 

Order of exemption was forced on 
the department because there were 
not sufficient British and local films 
to allow exhibitors to abide by the 
ruling. 

Some time ago certain public bod- 
ies prevailed upon the government 
to force exhibitors to screen a per- 
centage of British or local films be- 
cause, they contended, American 
films were forcing out British pic- 
tures. 

British pictures have never been 
forced out here, but British pro- 
ducers have allowed Americans to 
capture Australian trade. 





More Metro Syncs 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Metro will sync ‘The Champ’ and 
‘Sporting Blood’ in three languages 
—French, German, and Italian. 
Studio has just completed the 
same three-way treatment on ‘Free 
Soul.’ 


P. D. C., British Indie? 


London, Nov. 23. 
Producers Distributing Company, 
headed by Reginald Smith, will 
probably change over to the Brit- 
ish film field. It is claimed to have 

money and will work as an indie. 
P.D.C. was the Pathe distributor 
here, but is now out because of 

Radio taking over Pathe product. 


ENGLISH FILM 
AD FIRM 
EXPANDS 


Nov. 23. 

Sir William Morris, millionaire 
automobile magnate on this side, 
is the power behind Flickers, Ltd., 
a small advertising talker company, 
formed recently. Company looks to 
be getting big ideas. 

Unit has bought Little Park, large 
estate near London, with two miles 
of river frontage and a famous 
mansion. Idea is to start building 
three stages there immediately. 

Film executive hooked up with 
the new company is Hunt Wood, 
recently with Blattner’s. Also in 
the unit now is George Dewhurst. 








London, 





Fox Last of Majors 
To Check Separate 
Language Filmings 


Hollywood, November 23. 

No production wheels are turn- 
ing in Fox’s foreign department 
currently. Condition is to remain 
as such until a decision can be 
reached at the home office as to 
which way the studio will go for- 
eign-wise hereafter. 

Studio has been the only one of 
the majors recently making direct- 
shot pictures on anything like a 
consistent basis. Only a skeleton 
technical crew remains in the de- 
partment, with most of the employ- 
ees under this head switched to do- 
mestic production or released. Only 
talent left are three Spanish play- 
ers, with brief time to go on exist- 
ing contracts. Trio comprises Julio 
Pena, Juan Torena and Jose Nieto. 

Returns from recently released 
pictures are awaited for decision as 
to the future of foreign production, 
with a feeling on the lot that Fox 
will follow the other majors and go 
for synchronizations for the bulk of 
its product aimed at foreign mar- 
kets. 


NO RELIEF AS YET 
FOR MEX EXHIBS 


Mexico City, Nov. 23. 

3eaucoup tax headaches here on 
a worse scale than ever now, largely 
due to the fact that picture distrib- 
utors here believed in the President 
several weeks ago. President Pas- 
cual Ortiz Rubio told the film men 
that the recently enacted 1,000% 
raise on film taxes would be sus- 
pended until Mexico was in a posi- 
tion to produce some native prod- 
uct. Immediately picture men, who 
had been threatening to shut down, 
sent word on to New York and 
other supply centers to start move- 
ment again, but it seems it was all 
a mistake, with the pictures now 
tied up on the border and accumu- 
lating daily. 

Seems President Rubio was act- 
ing in good faith when he talked to 
the exhibs and other picture men, 
but it’s somewhat of a misunder- 
standing. The President after talk- 
ing to the picture people appointed 
a representative to go over the 
thing thoroughly and lay out new 
tax plans, with what must have 
been a mental decision to cancel the 
other law meantime. 

Customs Service was unaware of 
any change and nothing is effective 
until officially published. 





je 


Dreiser Abroad 
“Tolan. Nov. 23. 


‘American Tragedy’ (Par) 
general release here tomorrow (24) 


rats 


with local Paramount office figur- 
ing on doing big business, 
Dreiser's recent visit to Ken 


tucky has served as great 
for the film here, 


publicity 





Reports in New York on Tobis 











METRO-SCHLESINGER FIX? 


Report in Africa of Peace Ex 
pected Shortly Between Two 


| 

| . 

| y 

| Johannesburg, Nov. 23. 


| Schlesinger circuit is expected to 


| 


| 


‘ 


| Julian 


resume business relations 


Metro shortly. If and going 


when 
through, it will be the first time 
Metro films have gone into Schles- 
houses for a number of years. 

Schlesinger, at present en 
route to America, may make a deal 
of some sort with Metro before he 
returns. 


ingel 


M. A. Schlesinger, 
brothers and a partner in the 
Schlesinger S. A. firm, is and has 
been in New York continuously. 


one of the 


BRITISH BEAT 


\CO-OP BOOKINGS 


London, Nov. 23. 


Death blow for the co-operative 


booking scheme talked here for some 


time was probably dealt by the 
British producers Friday (20) when 
a meeting of the Film Groups of the 
Federation of British Industries 
pledged itself against booking com- 
bines or producing combines. 

Both sides are frightened by their 
respective legal positions, with 
neither making any statements 
without lawyers’ sanction. 

Insiders here still rate Lord Bea- 
verbrook as directly behind the 
latest booking scheme through Will 
Evans. Beaverbrook, during his 
previous incursions into the picture 
industry, always advocated co- 
operative bookings, and is now 
thought to be hoping the scheme 
will enhance the value of his Moss 
Empire holdings. That would be a 
big thing for him, since his hold- 
ings are now worth less than half 
what he paid for them, Beaverbrook 
having dropped $650,000 through the 
fall of Moss Empire’s stock. 


TALKERS HURT LEGIT 
BUSINESS IN SWEDEN 


Geneva, Nov. 23. 

Business for legit theatres is very 
bad here. Most of them are play- 
ing to deficits. Among the heaviest 
losers currently is the Basle Mu- 
nicipal Opera House. 

Chief among the reasons for the 
legit let-down is the influx of 
talkers. Public prefer pictures with 
their lower rates. 


Par Will Import Version 
Casts for Chevalier Films 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Paramount has decided to import 
from France all of the chief players 
in support of Maurice Chevalier in 
his French versions of his next two 
productions. The first, ‘One Hour 
With You,’ will go into version pro- 
duction about Dec. 15. 
Tests are now being made of 
stage and picture players in Paris, 


GERMAN AVAILABLES 
3erlin, Nov. 23. 

German censors passed a total of 
25 pictures in October of which 9 
were German, 6 American and 4 
European, 

In September 21 pictures were ap- 
proved. 

In the first four months of 1931 a 
total of 93 pictures were considered, 
i.e., 53 German, 22 American and 18 
European, 











Dubbing Travelog? 


United Artists is considering dub- 





bing the Douglas Fairbanks’ 
elogue into French and German. 
Grosses of the film in America 
| during its first months will be th 
| deciding factor. 


tra‘ 





Americans Interested in Complicated German 


Picture Situation ; 
= 


“a 





that 
Paris Patent 


Strong possibility exists 


America, despite the 


Pact, will control the world’s elec- 


trie rights for picture equipment 





few months. That comes 


j within a 
of the current compli- 


as a result 


}cated financial condition of picture 
with | 
' 


companies in Europe. Report in 
New York is that Tobis, one of the 
| strongest companies only a short 
time ago, is realigning all along. 
Tobis, backed by the mighty 
Kuchenmeister concern of Amster- 
dam, is understood to be worried 
because of its complicated spread- 
ing out and credit activities. Tobis 
is known to currently have some- 
thing like 25,000,000 marks, or about 
$6,000,000, in doubtful notes. That's 
money owing to them by various 
producers and other companies, 
under ordinary conditions 
Several changes on the Tobis board 
|of directors are being mentioned. 
Where all this becomes of impor- 
tance to America is that. Tobis is 


good 


equal partners with Kiangfilm in 
the German patent field. Where 
Tobis has gone in for production 


and distribution, Klangfilm has been 
content to stick to electrics, with 
that concern now in much better 
financial shape. Klangfilm is mostly 
controlled by the A. E. G. and the 


(Continued on page 47) 


Hold Up of WB ‘Beggars’ 
Started Something on 
Censor Who Resigned 


Paris, Nov. 23. 

Press campaign instigated by the 
local Warner office is more or less 
responsible for Paul Ginistry re- 
signing as chief censor. Move is a 
result of the hold-up on ‘Beggar's 
Opera’ for an excessively long while. 

After holding up the film, Gin- 
istry attempted to justify himself 
by ordering two insignificent cuts 
in it and then letting it go. Picture 
is now at the Ursulines and playing 
to good business. 


RUSSIAN FILM GIRL 
SUICIDES IN PARIS 


Paris, Nov. 8. 

Olgar Poujkine, 27, Russian pic- 
ture actress, committed suicide by 
taking an overdose of narcotics to 
avoid appearing in court on a drug 
charge. Last May she and her boy 
friend, a French nobleman, were ar- 
rested for using drugs in the girl's 
apartment. The young man com- 
mitted suicide on the eve of ap- 
pearing in court. The girl didn’t 
appear and was sentenced by de- 
fault to six months’ imprisonment 
and a fine. She appealed, but on 
the eve of the appeal acted as her 
lover had done, leaving a note that 
she was missing him too much to 
survive. . 














CENSORS CENSURED 


Deputy Sharply Critical in Czecho- 
slovakia Parliament 





In a session of Parliament the 
Czechoslovak film censor was se- 
verely criticized. It was shown 
that every 10th film in Czecho- 
slovakia has been censored, 6% be- 
ing American, 11% German and 20% 
Russian, 

Deputy Dietl directed attention to 
the fact that the lending firms sup- 
plying the films to the picture thea- 
tres of Czechoslovakia usually re- 
ceive a curt notice prohibiting the 
presentation of the film in question, 
with the sole reason given that the 
film was either immoral or endan- 
gering public safety. Dietl scored 
the film censor for killing the pac- 
ifist film, ‘The Good Soldier Sveyk,® 
where the references of the Bohem- 
ian soldier ridiculing Austrian mili- 
re eliminated. 
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DETROIT’S GERMAN SITE 





Detroit, Nov. 23. 
Little theatre is reopening as & 
German picture’ house. House, 
iting 474, is managed by D. E, 
; Walton. 


| (Continuous policy at pop prices, 
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51 key cities torpedoed all their past rec- 
ords! So hungry for hits, they couldn't 
wait ‘til Thanksgiving. Opened November 


20th, six days ahead. 

Held-over right and left—to give the 
Thanksgiving crowds a feast of thrills 
and laughs! 


RKO PATHE 


The old fightin’ cock is riding on 
the crest of the wave! 
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Theatre Advertising as Indicated 
From Various Cities 
On Week Days 





mew VORA CITY __ 
TOWERING asove THE 
YEAR'S GREAT PICTURES ! 
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Joan Crawford in the 
Arnis of Clark Gable! 


What a combination for 
a-dsama of turbulent love 
and unrestrained emotions! 
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CHICAGO 


Continuous from 16:45 4. M, 


Today... 
Chicago’s Greatest 
Leughing Show! 
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Changeable Signs 


One manager is making double 
use of his boards in the lobby. He 
uses them to get the patrons in and 
to get them back xrgain. His corner 
boards are made up of a series of 
panels about 12 inches deep and the 
width of the board. All are hinged 
at both sides and are placed so that 
they make a close fit. 

Normaily ‘they show the bill for 
the current attraction, but when the 
break comes and the audience is 
filing out, the doorman pulls a cord 
and the panels are drawn up to dis- 
close the poster for the coming film 
on the other side. When the lobby 
clears, the cord is relaxed and the 
current poster again shows. The 
same poster does for both the ad- 
Vance and the current showing. 


New Year’s 


Now is the time to prepare for a 
big New Year’s Eve show to follow 
the regular performance. Make it 
big, make it funny and make it so- 
ciable. 

Do not be content to run off the 
game program again. Get something 
that will bring them down for the 
last regular show and make them 
stay for the special event. Get 
away from anything heavy. But do 
not figure on much dialog. Holiday 
audiences will not keep quiet. Get 
singing and dancing acts. Get 
shorts which will not be hurt by an 
occasional toot of a horn. If you 
can stage a dance following the 
show so much the better. 


Legible Boards 


It should go without saying that 
one line that is read in an ad 1s 
worth two that are not. Yet, there is 
a tendency to figure two lines bet- 
ter than one, even if neither can be 
read. 

Billboards 
read quickly. 
read: 

The Cartoon of the Century 
MICKEY MOUSE 
In another inimitable cartoon 

All displayed in a space which 
would have given just about room 
for a full sized 

A NEW MICKEY MOUSE 

The latter line might have sold. 
With the three line announcement 
there was not only a reduced type 
size, but the top and bottom lines 
lay so close to the main message 
that their actual type value was 
killed off. The billboard is no place 
to coo to them. Make it big enough 
to hit them before they can hurry 
past. 





are something to be 
One recent billing 





No Grouches 


A theatre had a lobby man who 
had grown grouchy in nearly 10 
y s of service. He had been with 
t ouse longer than the present 
owner, who hated to let the old man 
out, though he was developing a 
progressive grouch. 

One afternoon two small boys lin- 
gered overlong in the lobby. Door- 
man told them to be on their way, 
A pert retort roused his anger and 
he sped the parting pair with a 
kick, meant more as a gesture, but 
it landed. 

Resulted in the staying away of 
two sets of parents, three uncles, 
five aunts and half a dozen brothers 
and sisters, ‘not to mention some 
neighbors. 





Picking Ten 

About this time of year there are 
numerous ballots on the 10 best 
Pictures of the year. Some of them 
do not break until well along in the 
new year, but it is possible to get 
your patrons interested in figuring 
how closely their own choices coin- 
cide with the average opinion. 

Select the contest to which you 
decide to tie and then offer a prize 
to the person who most closely ap- 
Proximates the pick. Probably there 
will be no one with the exact list, 
for any single estimate which bats 
70% is regarded as pretty good, but 
most will hit some of the winners 
and perhaps a number will tie for 
the decision. 
_ To avoid this, require a brief let- 
ter defending the writer’s choice, 
and make the final award on that. 
Only those choices which tie should 
receive consideration. It will be 
Something to talk about and the 
house which creates the most talk 
Sells the most tickets—if it’s the 
right sort of talk. 


Big Stage Career Contest 


Chicago. 

Stage-career contest being run off 
here by Fanchon & Marco, Publix- 
B. & K. and the Chicago ‘American’ 
turns out to be the biggest stunt of 
this sort ever pulled locally. More 
than 3,300 applicants, mostly fem- 
mes, naturally, were on the trial 
lists when the final gong blew. 

This 3,300 is compared with the 
meagre 1,200 entries brought out by 
the same contest in New York. 

_ Selections will be held first at the 
Grand Ballroom of the Hotel Sher- 


man; then final seeding at the three 
B. & K, 


' the 





Tivoli, Paradise, and Uptown—and 
the last picking to be spotted at the 
downtown Oriental on two days. 
Each day will see eight girls chosen 
and three acts if possible. The 16 
femmes and the trio of turns go into 
the F. & M. ‘World’s Fair’ Idea ina 
Chicago 1933 Fair exploitation tie- 
up. 

A Bad Hunch 

Last year a showman 
same Xmas stocking idea as the 
schools. Each pupil had been given 
a stocking which the child was sup- 
posed to filll with gifts for some 
poor youngster. Exhib worked the 
same idea, plus the offer of a free 
matinee admission to any child 
bringing a stocking. 

And just before the holiday the 
headacher found himself in a spot. 
The schools were complaining that 
children were taking their 
stockings to the theatre, while some 
parents yelped because they had to 
fill two stockings instead of one. 

It took the exhibitor three months 
to live down the effects of what he 
thought a good idea, merely be- 
cause he was copying someone else’s 
gag. 


used the 


A Xmas Advance 


One clever appeal for Christmas 
trade last year was made by a small 
house with a mantlepiece of stock- 
ings put in place about two weeks 
before the date. A nicely lettered 
sign urged all to look on the stock- 
ings Xmas day to see if they could 
find their names. Christmas morn- 
ing the names of known patrons 
were written on cards and pinned to 
the stockings, about a dozen in all, 
and these were redeemable at the 
box office for a pair of admissions. 
Brought plenty of people down just 
to see if they had a stocking and as 
long as they were there they went 
in, whether they got the oakleys or 
not. 





Reversing the Appeal 


In all parts of the country ‘shop 
downtown’ campaigns are being 
waged. So far there is record of 
only one retaliatory shop at home 
campaign, but this one worked out 
pretty well. 

A nabe manager went to all stores 
on his street and urged the mer- 
chants to combine to hold the trade. 
All united in getting out a four- 
page regular size newspaper which 
was given extensive distribution, 
and with each merchant being given 
equal advertising space for the dis- 
play of his appeal. 

Move did not entirely check the 
drift downtown, but it did hold 
business up and receipts seemed to 
prove that while some went down- 
town to enjoy the hurrah, they came 
back home to do much of their pur- 
chasing. 


Newspaper Enlargements 


If so situated that you can get 
enlargements of newspaper copy 
about your shows, have some made 
up. Even where people will not be 
influenced much by the matter when 
it originally appears in type, they 
will come to a halt in front of an 
enlargement of that same review 
and read it. 

Merely copying the favorable ex- 
tracts will not suffice. These get 
little notice, but both the Palace 
theatre and Loew’s State in New 
York make more or less regular use 
of the device and it seems to regis- 
ter. 

In default of newspaper copy it 
might be well to try a paragraph or 
two from the press book, being 
careful to select proper copy. 





Street Car-Theatre Tieup 


Cleveland. 

Transportation bargain-day tick- 
ets introduced by local street-car 
company to increase trade on off- 
days are being sold in Loew’s local 
theatres now, making one of the 
most novel exploitation stunts ever 
staged here as a b. 0. boomer. 

Car company sells 25c Sunday and 
holiday passes, allowing buyer and 
two kids to ride all day if they want 
to, at record low prices. 

Loew officials formed a shrewd 
co-operative tie-up by agreeing to 
sell car passes in theatre box offices 
and then ballyhooing it via trailers 
in each of their 13 houses. Trailers 
read: ‘Use Sunday street-car passes 
—saving helps to buy Loew theatre 
tickets.’ 

In return car company ballyhoos 
programs of Loew house in all their 
placards and in pamphlet distributed 
in all street cars. Sale of street-car 
passes in theatres took a 33% jump 
first week, with a generous corre- 
sponding jump in Loew grosses as 
result of double publicity stunt. 


Basketball On Stages 


With football almost over, the 
school appeal will turn tc basket- 
ball. : 

In the small houses it is possible 
to bring the game to the stage, put- 
ting up a basket and offering prizes 
for the best throws. It all helps to 





neighborhood deluxers— ! retain interest 





Ticket Books 


Many circuits have dropped the 
ticket book idea because it offered 
opportunities to the service staff 
to knock off side money, but around 
Christmas there seems a chance for 
theatres to pick up extra money 
without having to make as material 
a discount to attract sales as when 
script books are a regular feature. 

These books should be made up 
of tickets to sell for $2.50, $5 and $10 
with a majority of the books in the 
lower denominations this year. The 
books should be provided with a 
flashy cover and spaces for the 
names of the donor and recipient 
such as ‘Season's greetings to———— 
from- Provision should be 
made on the face of each ticket that 
they admit only to regular per- 
formances, or to higher priced per- 
formances only where the difference 
in price is paid in cash, and it is a 
good plan to provide a reasonably 
generous time limit; perhaps three 
months. 

Advertised as a present everyone 
will appreciate, they have found 
rady sale in previous years and in 
many sections are sold in bulk to 
employers who are in the habit of 
giving small presents to their staffs. 





An Error 


A foyer attraction for two weeks 
before Christmas held a Santa Claus 
impersonator. Exhib’s thought was 
that he would let the kids put in 
their requests and then relay the 
slips to the parents. Because it was 
not his money, the impersonator 
was lavish in promises. It looked 
like a good stunt for a few days. 

Then the heads of the families 
turned sour because the children had 
been encouraged to ask too much 
and after Christmas the youngsters 
were off the house because the 
promises had not been made good, 
and no one was happy except he 
who had been drawing the salary 
for wearing the whiskers. It’s a 
great idea to dodge. 


Starred Stars 


Loew theatres around New York 
are getting the benefit of a star 
contest running in the ‘Graphic’ 
based on the identification idea. 
Paper thought well enough of the 
stunt to give it a three week’s run. 

A column cut is used daily with a 
large portion of the face blanked 
by a black star which obscures the 
features. Details are given which 
are supposed to help the contestant 
in identification, but the payoff is 
the statement that the star is ina 
picture current at a Loew theatre, 
which is named. Contestants look up 
the advertising, and if the house is 
in their neighborhood they probably 
go down to check up their guess. 

It can be done with a single the- 
atre in small towns if some means 
is used to settle a flock of ties. 


Promoting In Italy 
Milan. 
Gazzetta del Popolo of Turin, in 
conjunction with the theatre owners, 
has excogitated a system whereby 





the theatres are being filled to over- 
flowing nightly. 

Every day, the morning and eve- 
ning editions have a numbered tear- 
off coupon. Readers presenting a 
series of 30 consecutive coupons 
(and they may begin to collect any 
time) receive a season ticket (tes- 
sera) which is valid for one month 
and gives the holder the right to a 
50% reduction at any of the town’s 
theatres and in any seats. 

The experiment is turning out a 
success for the Gazzetta and the 
theatres which have never been so 
well patronized for many years. 

A scheme run on something the 
same lines is to be tried shortly in 
connection with the cinemas which, 
due to the wholesale slashing, cut- 
ting and silencing, in addition to 
the scarcity of money, have begun 
to feel the pinch. 


Cotton Giveaways 


Dallas. 

Taking advantage of the cotton 
distress in this area, indies in the 
southwest experimenting with the 
white fleece as possible relief to the 
parallel b. o. distress. a 

Gag, in shape of cotton nights, 
has section-wide scope, planted by 
the Muscogee Mfg. Co., Columbus, 
Ga. Firm is seeking an outlet for 
cotton towels and going after the 
small-towners in wholesale manner. 

Stunt simple: bale of cotton in 
front of the b. o., banner informing 
natives of theatre’s co-operation for 
relief, and set night when femme 
customers get coupla towels, gratis. 
Columbus firm furnishes towels and 
sent Walter H. Foster, vet show- 
man, to Dallas to ramrod the propo- 
sish. 

Just how many tickets the towels 
will sell remains to be seen, but ex- 


hibs figure the good will. Which, 
in small southern burgs, means 
plenty. 





F&M Press Book 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

A 50-page press book designed to 
help theatre managers in giving 
special plugs to their stage shows 
has been written by Maxwell Shane 
for Fanchon & Marco’s 10th anni- 
versary week, Jan. 15 to 21. 

It’s one of the most complete writ- 
ten for this type of special exploita- 
tion, and material in it can be used 
the year ‘round, as well as for the 
anniversary week which F&M in- 
tends backing. 

Press book contains dozens of 
feature stories on girls, Idea mak- 
ing, Marco, Fanchon, ete. There 
are 20 contest and exploitation sug- 
gestions, ideas for slogans, tie-ups, 
lobby displays, trailers and radio 
stunts, 


Hooked to Tibbett 


Duluth. 

When Lawrence Tibbett appeared 
here, in concert (20), Metro sent 
Morris Abrahams over to establish 
personal contacts. 

Tibbett sang a tune from ‘Cuban 
Love Song,’ his latest picture, soon 
to be shown, also announcing the- 
atre and date. 





BEHIND 
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Charlestown, W. Va. 
Dr. Lake Polan, Huntington busi- 
ness man, has leased the Strand, 
Huntington, for five years to the 
Schwartz Theatre Corp., of Erie, 
Pa. Harry Schwartz, pres of Corp. 





Elmira, N. Y., Nov. 138. 


Sunday pictures may be banned 
here at the result of the election 
of W. Glenn Sweet as mayor, in 
the opinion of managers of some 
houses in that city. 


Citizens of Elmira voted in favor 
of Sunday shows, at a referendum 
election three years ago. Mayor- 
elect Sweet, who will take office 
Jan. 1, 1932, is known as a strong 
churchman. Interests which con- 
tributed to his election fought Sun- 
day films three years ago, and may 
try to get him to close the houses. 

Managers pin their hope on the 
fact that such action would re- 
quire a majority vote of City Coun- 
cil. 


Coshocton, O. 
William Dwarski made manager 
of the Warner Pastime and Sixth 
Street here. 


Bronx, N. Y. C. 
Moe Goldman has bought the Mel- 
rose theatre in foreclosure from the 
North Side Savings Bank. He will 
reopen on a grind policy of native 
and foreign-language films. 


Cumberland, Md. 
Embassy opened Nov. 18. In Lit- 
tle theatre class. Seats 759. Suilt 
with local capital and is under term 
lease to Grace M. Fisher, also man- 
ager of the Capitol here. 





Los Angeles. 

Opening day at Loew’s State, Los 
Angeles, switches back to Thurs- 
day this week. Sam Jack Kaufman 
from Brooklyn in as m. ec. 

Carthay Circle is dark _ since 
‘Strictly Dishonorable’ closed No- 
vember 19. 


’ Toledo. 
RKO cleaned house here last 
week and when it was over the only 
one left was the head usher. T. H. 
Stevens, manager, has been called 
back to New York, where he will 
probably be given a new assign- 
ment. 

Barry Shedd, late of Madison, 
Wis., has taken over Stevens’ posi- 
tion. Dick Wright, asst. mgr. ever 
since the house opened, will be 
given a house in Cincy. 

Local house taken out of the Ohio 
division and placed under William 
Elson’s direction out of Chicago. 





Schenectady, N. Y. 

Snyder and Shay, local operators, 
have opened a second nabe house, 
Lincoln, dark for over a year. 

Shay returned to local field after 
several years as salesman for a film 
company. 

Van Curler, old legit, now playing 
foreign films. 


Seattle. 
Duncan G. Invararity here as mgr 
Pantages theatre. 
San Francisco. 
L. J. Williams managing the new !, 


El Rey opened last week by T&T Jr. | 





Ralph Graves has joined the h. o 
advertising-exploitation staff of Col 
under Harry Ennis. 


Minister Aids 


With the Orpheum (RKO) blaze 
ing ‘Are These Our Children?’ in 
bold face all over town, a local min- 
ister took as his Sunday sermon 
the topic, ‘Are These Our Fathers 
and Mothers?’ claiming that 


the question of Are These Our Chil- 
dren? 

The theatre 
mensely. 


liked the idea im- 





GO TO INDIE 
OPERATOR 


Fox-Poli circuit of 20 houses, 18 
open, covering New England, may 
go to an indie operator, identity not 
given. Agreement on this point has 
been reached between Sylvester Z. 
Poli of New Haven, former owner 
of the chain, and the Fox people, 
following certain confabs. 

Original purchase price paid by 
William Fox for the Poli circuit 
was $18,000,000. Of this amount 
only $4,500,000 was in cash. Re- 
mainder in debentures at 5% turned 
over to Poli in part payment. 

The agreement reached by Fox 
and Poli comes after certain nego- 
tiations when the consent of both 
was needed to dispose of the cir- 
cuit which the Fox people have long 
angled. In any deal both Fox and 
Poli may be interested indirectly, if 
any maybe while not actively en- 
gaged in the operating end, all in 
line with Fox’s accepted plan of 
localized operation. Herschel Stuart 
is general manager of the Poli di- 
vision under Harry Arthur. If and 
when the deal is completed for dis- 
posal Stuart is slated to move to 
the coast and take up under Oscar 
Oldknow and Arthur with Fox West 
Coast. 

Harry Arthur, who arrived on the 
Coast Friday (20), may return east 
in February to carry out the nego- 
tiations. He may be accompanied 
by Louis Cohen, Fox real estate 
chief. Another angle is that Arthur 
may delegate the entire job to 
Cohen, If so, the latter will return 
east sooner to carry out the come- 
pany’s wishes anid Poli’s. 

Poli Permanently Retired 

Negotiations which have been 
under way for some time were in- 
definitely postponed owing to the 
uncertain stand of Poli in the mat- 
ter. It was first intimated that Poli 
might be hankering for the return 
of the houses, This after he made 
his final refund in August last of 
$1,100,000 to Fox on his three-year 
guaranty that the Poli theatres 
would net $1,500,000 annually. Al- 
together his refunds amounted to 
$2,600,000. 

Poli is 72 and desirous of staying 
in retirement. He doesn’t figure to 
start again in theatre operation. 

Among the items still to be 
cleared on the circuit is $365,000 
in taxes due. This is given on the 
way. The $315,900 due Poli on notes 
from the Fox people was paid when 
due in August last. Next payment 
is due in February. 


MENJOU CALLED TO 
ENGLAND BY NIBLO 


London, Nov. 23. 
Adolphe Menjou has been taken 
by Eric Hakim for ‘Two White 
Arms’, a Fred Niblo production to 
be made here. 
Menjou is reported to have left 
Hollywood Friday (20) for England. 











Erie Hakim is an English indie 
producer, recently pledged by Metro 
for several pictures to be made in 
London. Rushing Menjou to London 
to make the picture, and with Fred 


Niblo directing, lines up with the 
current feeling among most of the 
major American companies that 





films for American companies made 
in foreign territory ought to be 
olstered by American names, 
Radio and Warners recently an- 
Inounced sending of American talent 
to London internationally dis-e 
jtributed English made films, 
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of stars... 


Claudette # 


Colbert 


Two money magnets in an altogether different dramatic hit. Preview audiences 
emphatically tagged it ‘“‘great movie”! Modeled for the women; with an appeal 
for all fans in any locality. Cooper is excellent! Colbert has her most appealing 
role! And wait until they see chubby Richard Spiro. The screen’s newest sensation! 
He gurgles his way into the heart of every fan. Screen it! Book it! Directed -by 
Edward Sloman. From ‘The Sentimentalist”’ by Dale Collins. 
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Talking Shorts 








‘PUFF YOUR BLUES AWAY’ 
LILLIAN ROTH 
Cabaret Skit 
11 Mins. — 
Rialto, N. Y. 
PARAMOUNT 

Indifferent short entry emphasiz- 
ing song of the above title by this 
formerly featured Paramount play- 
er. Story is woven around the lyrics 
with Miss Roth as a cigaret girl in 
a cabaret, 

Songstress is the night club’s 
Pollyanna, cheering up the young 
grouch when he stags it for an eve- 
ning with his pal. Leads to a com- 
panionship, inferred by diary, which 
b. aks up on New Year's Eve when 
the lad revisits his former haunt 
with another girl—giving Miss Roth 
a chance to warble with tears in her 
eyes. 

A chorus dance number aids the 
opening action, but the dialog soon 
lets this effort down into one of 
those things. Herman Timberg is 
credited as author, but has only 
slipped through one laugh based on 
the quip of, ‘Meet the new cham- 
pion.’ 

Miss Roth hasn't been cameraed 
particularly well, nor is there any- 
thing unusual about the theme mel- 
ody. Production background and 
the Roth name, for what that may 
be worth, make this filler SS 

id. 


‘DAS VERLORENE PARADIES’ 
(THE LOST PARADISE’) 
Comedy 
32 Mins. 
Ufa-Cosmopolitan, N. Y. 

Ufa 


Exceptionally good comedy that 
will highly please German audi- 
ences. Too complicated without 
knowledge of the language. Three 
reels seem to be the standard Ger- 
man comedy length, to judge by 
these Ufa shorts. Also noticeable 
is that first rank players, like Ida 
Wuest and Otto Wallburg, both of 
whom are often seen in German 
features, do the acting. Also recog- 
nizable in the cast from a cursory 
knowledge of German films is Paul 
Graetz. 

Wallburg here is cast as the man 
whose wife’s away in the country. 
Usual stuff of dishes piled up and 
bed unmade, but Wallburg is a very 
funny fellow and gets every laugh 
available out of each _ situation. 
House is broken into by burglars 
and his girl friend comes calling, 
leading to the complications. One 
of the best laughs is when Wall- 
burg wants to get rid of a girl, so 
phones and tells her he’s in Cairo, 
at the same time having an Egyp- 
tian phonograph record near for 
atmosphere. Kauf. 


Screen Souvenirs (No. 3) 

Novelty 

8 Mins. 

Rivoli, New York 
Paramount 

Clips from the picture morgues 
make up the one-reel chapters of 
this series. They are probably the 
cheapest form of short from the 
production standpoint, since they 
demand no more than gag titling 
and a sound track to hold descrip- 
tive wisecracks from an offscreen 
chatterer. But they manage to do 
better than many more costly shorts 
as entertainment. They contain the 
same element of comedy that’s pres- 
ent in all backpeeps into the past. 

By the same token, a stage come- 
dienne is sure of a laugh upon walk- 
ing out in a bustle. 

No. 3 of the series is composed of 
a few valuable news reels shots of 
the Taft presidential] inauguration. 
Then it goes into the usual satirical 
arrangement of an _ old-fashioned 
screen meller whose actors are fun- 
nier than the added gab. Bige. 


‘STRANGE AS IT SEEMS’ 
Oddities 
In Color 
8 Mins. 
Criterion, N. Y. 
Universal 
Unusual happenings recorded in 
color and a good program insertion. 
Includes the catching of what 
seems to be a 20-pound salmon by 
hand, also an interesting session 
with a bee keeper. Editors might 
see fit to cut that portion where 
the man places a handful of the 
insects in his mouth. It gets an 
uncomfortable squeal from the girls. 
Incidents nicely handled, with a 
dubbed lecturer not adverse to gag- 
ging when the opportunity offers. 
Reel carries a credit line of ‘By 
John Hix’ and is well photogranhed. 
Sid. 
‘UNTER DER TROPENSONNE 
JAVAS’ 
(UNDER THE JAVA TROPIC 
SUN’) 
Travelog 
10 Mins. 
Ufa-Cosmopolitan, N. Y. 
Ufa 
Just a travelog 
ing distinctive. Ordinary 
lecture in German, and 
in English. Usual Javanese 
of natives 
and some sight seeing. 
Photographically not up to 
Ufa standard. Kauf. 


and with noth- 


available 
stuff 





dubbed | 


‘WHERE EAST MEETS VEST’ 
SMITH AND DALE 
Western Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 
PARAMOUNT 

Ought to be all right behind the 
de luxe spots on the strength of the 
hoke involved. Has Smith and Dale 
turning to the plains to become 
ranchers. Aubvey Scotto directed. 

Carries the usual bad man of the 
territory and a stampede of the 
comedy team’s cattle herd as it’s 
being driven to town. Rumpus of 
the steers crashing through the vil- 
lage accomplished by clips from an 
old feature. 

Film spends some footage along 
haunted house lines when the name 
pair arrive at the ranch. An In- 
dian chief befriends them and tag 
line is the redskin answering them 
in Hebe dialect as the eastern duo 
catch a train back east. 

Dialog and gags aren't really 
strong enough to sustain the two- 
reel footage, though the exterior ac- 
tion is a reasonable offset. Smith 
slips through a couple of quips 
which will connect with the slap- 
stick sufficient to make it worth 
while in the neighborhoods. Sid. 


‘CATERINI DI ROMAGNA’ 
(“SONGS OF ROME’) 
7 Mins. 
Cameo, N. Y. 
Pittaluga 

Two choral numbers by the choir 
of Camerata di Lugo. Nicely sung 
and colorfully put on. About a 
dozen men and twice that many 
women seem to be in the chorus, 
all in colorful costumes. 

Would make interesting filler ma- 
terial for any house, though espe- 
cially designed for nostalgic Ital- 
ians. Kauf. 


MARJORIE BEEBE, 
‘HOT NEWS MARGIE,’ 
Comedy, 
7 Mins., 
Strand, N. Y. 

Vita. No. 1290 

Novelty short highly burlesquing 
a sob sister’s escapades. Contains 
enough laughs to get by nicely. Its 
shortness and compactness makes it 
a convenient filler. 

Marjorie Beebe is sent out by a 
tough editor to find out if a football 
player has married or not. Her 
crashing the field, finally imper- 
sonating a pigskin carrier and get- 
ting mauled up in the play provide 
most of the humor. Finally in an 
ambulance on her way to the hos- 
pital with the crippled football hero, 
she’s knocked cold because of 
nuisance questioning and is seen 
rising up to the pearly gates where 
St. Peter, on finding she works for 
a tabloid paper, immediately kicks 
her into oblivion. Finis. 

Miss Beebe goes in for plenty 
roughouse and makes it click. 

Char. 


‘THE LEGION ON PARADE’ 
Official American Legion 
Detroit Convention 
30 Mins. 
Cameo, New York 

Talking Picture Epics 

Ideal for neighborhood houses all 
over the country. Lends itself im- 
mediately to hook-ups with Ameri- 
can Legion posts. While an excel- 
lent record of the convention, in- 
cluding sidelights, ‘The Legion Pa- 
rade’ is too long for the regular 
first runs. 

Jim Darst, who directed and pro- 
duced the picture, is to be credited 
for handling an unwieldy task in an 
excellent manner. 

Except for the parade, Darst 
manages to break up the action un- 
til it is entertaining even to non- 
Legionnaires. Waly. 


‘JAZZ REPORTERS’ 
CHAS. DAVIS and Band 
Comedy 
8 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 

Paramount 

Small theatre candidate based on 
novelty twist of dance band mem- 
bers as a newspaper staff. Editor 
cries for rhythm in the paper and 
hands each departmental head an 
instrument while issuing instruc- 
tions in meter. Winds up on a se- 
lection by the ensemble. 

Away from the usual and dated 
band short, but not strong enough 
to rate importantly. Davis and his 
outfit have almost become Brooklyn 
Paramount fixtures. Sid. 


‘BOSKO’S FOX HUNT,’ 
Cartoon, 
8 Mins., 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vita. No. 5046 

Very funny cartoon dealing with 
a bunch of animals that go fox 
hunting. Compares with the best 
of the kind. 

Considerable repetition, probably 
explaining the running time, but 
that’s more than made up for by 
laughs and originality of some of 
the action. One gag of a dog smell- 
ing around for the fox, and finally 








at their various tasks! smelling himself after going around 


in circles, is a pip as a laugh shaker. 


the | Looney Tunes turned it out. 


har. 








Minature Reviews 


‘Over the Hill’ (Fox). Re- 
vival of the silent original. 
Beautifully Cone and surefire 
sentimental appeal. James 
Dunn, Sally Eilers and Mae 
Marsh click in roles that can’t 
miss. 

‘The Guilty Generation’ Col). 
Up to minute in appeal and 
with lot of laughs, gangster 
programmer that will do aver- 
age business or better, with 
its exploitation important. 
Travesties gangsters to some 
extent. 

‘Around the World in 80 
Minutes (U. A.). Douglas 
Fairbanks’ travelog is too 
short of interesting travel 
material to warrant feature 
length. Would have made a 
strong series of shorts. 

‘The Deceiver’ (Col). Not 
strong murder mystery with a 
title that may indicate some- 
thing else. Does not present 
odds in favor of above aver- 
age business, absence of 
names contributing to draw- 
back. Must be sold inten- 
sively. 

‘Fra Diavolo’ (Pittaluga). 
Adaptation of the opera in 
Italian. Bit too slow, but an 
exceptional film. Ought to get 
a good play from the arties 
and music crowd, if such can 
be located. 

‘Sein Liebeslied’ (Superfilm- 
Tobis). Good German musical, 
lightly directed and _ nicely 
played and sung. Okay for 
Germans anywhere. English 
titles are meaningless, but 
don’t detract. 

‘Corsair’ (UA.) Rum-running 
story in the melo vein and-a 
bit out-dated. Unrelieved by 
playing or direction, with but 
mild cast name strength. Will 
take a lot of nursing to reach 
average grosses and better 
suited outside the deluxe the- 
atres. 

‘Anybody’s Blonde’ (Action). 
Newspaper story along hack- 
neyed lines. Even night club 
atmosphere doesn’t help much 
in effort to rise above average 
program brand. Fated for 
double feature assignment. 
‘The Range Feud’ (Col.) Evi- 
dence that westerns can still 
be made to hold interest and 
suspense. Well played with 
good story and Buck Jones. 

‘Night Life in Reno’ (Ind). 
Double feature fare. Old situ- 
ation about wife leaving hus- 
band. Off to Reno and they 
reunite after a murder. Old 
situations with no kick and 
stale stuff. Little b. o. to cast 
names. 

‘Chinatown After Dark’ (in- 
dependent). Poor in every de- 
partment with the lone excep- 
tion of Barbara’ Bennett. 
Strictly for double feature 
houses of the cheaper order. 

‘Near the Trail’s End’ (Tif- 
fany). Bob Steele has follow- 
ing in the cheap grinds play- 
ing westerns. This is tailored 
along customary lines. 

‘Schlacht von Bademuende’ 
(Ufa), Mediocre German com- 
edy with little b. o. chance 
except in strictly nabe quar- 
ters. No femme lead also 
hurts. 











OVER THE HILL 


Fox production and release. Directed by 
Henry King. Features Mae Marsh, James 
Dunn and Sally Eilers. Play credits Will 
Carleton’s poems, ‘Over the Hill to the 






Poorhouse.’ Adaptation and dialog by Tom 
Barry and Jules Furthman. John Seitz, 
cameraman. At the Roxy, N. Y week 
Nov. 20. Running time, 87 mins. 

POOP ree Mae Marsh 
BE GROWS. ccciccossecsece James Kirkwood 
Isaac Shelby......++ ecesecceses Joe Hachey 
Johnny Shelby...... eeceesosese Tom Conlon 
Thomas SHOIY..ccccccccecece Julius Molnar 
ee. EE. s Ca ceeeaeeeee Marilyn Harris 
BOODGR POCO s 06 cisccccctcticesu Nancy Irish 

Children Grown Up 

/ 2 Jaen rs-¢- James Dunn 
Eeabel Potter. .ciccccccccececes Sally Eilers 
Thomas Shelby...........Edward Crandall 
Petes, BIS WikO.cccccecets Claire Maynard 
BEERS BROIDP . cc cccccccccesees Olin Howland 
is Mee QE: doeécesceceeser Eula Guy 
Pe Ms di ecserteesaecacues Joan Peers 
Ben Adams, her husband..William Pawley 





Original Fox film in silent form 
wds a furore in 1920, 
slowly and growing into a country- 
wide sensation. New dialog ver- 
sion is an infinitely better piece of 
work and promises a cleanup for 
the generation that has come up 
since the silent edition. 

Previous experience disposes of 
any objection to the title, while the 
new production has the advantage 
that its principal characters are 
played by James Dunn and Sally 
Kilers, who at the moment are pop- 
ular. This is an asset not to be 
ignored, but quite independent of 
the splendid treatment of the story. 
Film originally opened quietly at 
the Gaiety at $2 in the autumn of 
1920 and grew by leaps and bounds 
in spite of the trade belief that its 


starting 


title would bar it from a major 
success. Original title was ‘Over 
the Hill to the Poorhouse,’ subse- 


quently shortened to ‘Over the Hill,’ 
as at present. 

Precedent and history aside, this 
is a beautifully done sentimental 
story with the broadest kind of ap- 
peal to all grades, be they simple 
and dumb or worldly and sophisti- 
cated and good for the deluxe weeks 
as well as the minor neighborhoods, 
although probably it will be the 
elders, and particularly the older 
women, who will be its firmest 
friends. 

Picture has a world of natural 
quality. Sentimental angle is mag- 
nificently handled, leaning rather 
strongly to the quiet and restrained 
style than to full emphasis. Plot 
pattern is a surefire mother love 
theme designed with utmost skill, 
and the playing is flawless in its 
naturalness and sincerity. 

There isn’t a _ single overacted 
seene and there isn’t a sequence 
that doesn’t reach straight to the 
heart. Test of the maker’s ex- 
pertness is that it wrings the sub- 
ject to the last drop, and the senti- 
ment always is well on the safe 
side of slopping over. Probably the 
genuineness of the playing con- 
tributes as much to this effect as 
anything else except the intrinsic 
excellence of the story idea. 

Punch of the drama is the climax 
in which the ne’er-do-well younger 
son returns from a long exile to 
find that his hard-hearted brother 
has sent the self-sacrificing old 
mother to the village poor farm, 
and after wreaking vengeance on 
the wicked brother who had aban- 
doned her drags him through the 
village street toward the road over 
the hill to reclaim her. Here is a 
spirited sentimental ending of jus- 
tice triumphant that makes a 
smashing finale to a truly affecting 
sentimental story. 

Technical management of the 
high spot passages is extremely 
good. The high power emotional 
passage of the son’s arrival at the 
poorhouse and storming through its 
halls looking for the mother is an 
example. ‘The backgrounds have 
the quality of etchings with striking 
handling of lights and shadows, and 
the big scene has the old mother on 
her knees scrubbing a corridor floor, 








The Woman’s Angle 








‘Over the Hill’ (Fox). Tenderly sanctifying home and mother, this 





sweetly sentimental classic with fondly remembered Mae Marsh, will call 
out all the matrons. 

Story’s inherent sympathetic appeal is increased by ‘he restraint with 
which it is treated; its homely details of family life will make the ladies 
smile through their tears. 


‘The Guilty Generation’ (Col).—Sympathetic insight into the home life 
of a big-time gangster and his victimized family. Plot sustains feminine 
interest in spite of garrulous and slowly directed scenes. 


‘Around the World in 80 Minutes’ (UA). Douglas Fairbanks showing 
the homefolks what a grand time he had in the Orient. Fanettes who 
are not scared away by a clumsy, old-fashioned title find entertainment 
in a travelog that does not take itself too seriously. 





‘The Deceiver’ (Col).—Routine murder mystery fastens suspicion upon 


characters too sketchily and unsympathetically drawn to concern 
fanettes. —_—_—_— 
‘Corsair’ (U.A.) The ladies don’t have to believe this melodramatic 


highjacking-on-the-high-seas yarn to enjoy it. It has enough Chester 
Morris, suspense and blood-eurdling action to get them. 





‘Sidewalks of New York’ (MG). Buster Keaton needs a new bag of sit- 
uation tricks. Film should be all right for children in neighborhoods, 
where mothers do not discriminate against rowdy, slapstick comedy. 

‘Range Feud’ (Col). A superior Western that the ladies may run into 
if it happens to be on a double feature bill. 
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her figure seen at a distance down @ 
long, bare hallway. The boy passeg 
her twice and then, suddenly recog- 
nizing her, pauses for an eloquent 
instant, then kicks the pail and mop 
as far as he can, picks up the old 
woman and strides out with her in 
his arms. Outside there is waiting 
an ancient Negro hackman, a hume- 
ble member of the household in its 
better days, and the picture ends 
with mother and son racing away 
from the poorhouse while the dusky 
charioteer whips up his horses. 

Scarcely a word has been spoken 
in the whole sequence, but every 
action has expressed the emotional 
possibilities of the situation in the 
most forceful way possible. Some- 
thing of the same technique is em- 
ployed throughout the story, and it 
gives the play enormous emphasis 
without seeming to. The difference 
between ‘Over the Hill’ and the 
usual sentimental hokum screen 
story is something like the differ- 
ence between an emotional actress 
who weeps unrestrainedly all over 
the place and the actress who gets 
over the feeling that she is on the 
verge of a breakdown, but goes on~ 
struggling to smile through her 
hard restrained tears. 

The old silent play brought Mary 
Carr into picture eminence almost 
overnight, while the role of Isabel, 
now played by Miss Eilers, was 
first played by Vivienne Osborne. 
Johnny Walker had the James 
Dunn part in the original, while 
Mae Marsh is the perfect choice 
here for the mother role. Rush. 


The Guilty Generation 


Columbia production and _ release. Die 
rected by Rowland V. Lee. Based on play 
by Jo Milward and J. Kerby Hawkes. Feae 
tures Leo Carrillo and Constance Cummings, 
Photography by Byron Haskin. At Strand, 


New York, week Nov. 19. Running time, 


§2 mins. 
etm WOIMIS . occ cacséccsvabocs Yeo Carrillo 
Maria Palmero.,....... Constance Cummings 
ME ash 06050 600004068860ER5 Robert Young 
UE - MenOOc 6600068006600 0dKek4 Boris Karloff 
DUE 4 0 0000060000000000 60600808 Emma Dunn 
PEED Socrsdeceeccsvecseeébhuns Ruth Warren 
(LAT ere ree Murray Kinnell 
PUREED caseccceisuccseeeete Elliott Rothe 
Gangster programer, topical in 


appeal and material, meriting a fair 
showing at the box office. Combin- 
ing the gunster methods revealed in 
many other pictures as a menace, 


‘The Guilty Generation’ pays a lot 
of attention to its love interest and 
mellows the rest by adding a note 
of travesty. Much of the action 
dealing with a gunman’s way is 
burlesqued for laughs, giving pic- 
ture a moderate entertainment 
punch by that alone. 

The title is not entirely off the 
conventional path, but ought to 
mean something as a lure, aided by 
proper exploitation and other busi- 
ness-building measures. 

With ‘Guilty Generation,’ Colum- 
bia introduces a new press book 
along radically different lines. Ac- 
counts with this one on their books 
might take a chance giving it pref- 
erential dating and then getting be- 
hind with a campaign. The press 
book will be a distinct aid. Col ad- 
vises to sell the picture as a drama 
and as a throbbing story of young 
love. It also exhorts the account to 
sell the cast and to do a little ad- 
vertising in advance, Theatres can 
as well play up the comedy, which 
makes the picture better entertain- 
ment than any other factor. 

As the well-fixed, socially ambi- 
tious rodman, Leo Carrillo invests 
the role with plenty of menace, but 
at the same time puts a lot of 
laughs into it. The rest were pro- 
vided by the story, several novel lit- 
tle situations, and by the director, 
with latter having done much with 
his script. 

The first big laugh i: the gunster’s 
crack: ‘I won't have my boy hang- 
ing around the speakeasies.’ Couple 
other outstanders occur when Car- 
rillo cheats at solitaire and when he 
quizzes the young lad his daughter 
has fallen for. 

Story is full of plot and situations. 
It also has plenty of mobster action 
and moves along at a fair pace. 
Only bad letdown is the party bit at 
the racketeer’s swell Florida home. 
Majority of footage laid in Florida, 
with sumptuous home and social 
ambitions of gangster, partly for his 
daughter’s sake, making it a sug- 
gested takeoff on Capone. Carrillo’s 
Italian dialect serves to intensify 
that. 

Father and mother angles are 
strangely but effectively dovetailed 
into the narrative. The son of one 
gangster, repudiating his father, 
falls for the daughter of another 
gangster who hasn't refused to rec- 
ognize her dad. The fathers on 
both sides, at one time partners, 
have split, with a gang feud devel- 
oping that is slowly wiping out the 
families of both. 

When Carrillo as leader of one 
group discovers that the John Smith 
who has suddenly married his 
daughter is none other than Ricca 
(rival gang leader), he is about to 
put an end to both Smith and his 
marriage. The mother steps in, 
shooting her gunster-son dead. 

Audiences may not relish the one 
son's repudiation of his father and 
the cold-blooded shooting of Care 
rillo by his mother, but as done here 
each carries conviction. 

Carrillo is A-1 throughout. As 
his daughter, Constance Cummings 
fares satisfactorily, while opp, Robe 


(Continued on page 21) 


: 
4 
+ 
3 
& 
: = 
| 
iE: 
' 


wae 9 


rae 





Se een 


ok 





cad 
S 
~ 
> | 
S$ 
[ 
z 
Z. 
2 
3 
a 


VARIETY 


ow: 




















_ Tuesday, November 24, 1931 


PICTURES 








Bible Belt Ministers Kill Of 
Sunday Try, Even for Charity 


Birmingham, Nov. 23. 
Sunday shows for charity are re- 
ceiving more than a cold shoulder 


from pastors of the South these 
days. It almost resembles an ice- 
berg. Efforts to run Sunday shows 


in a number of surrounding towns 
have been Hceked almost by the time 
these efforts get under way. 

Ministers in small towns where 
theatre owners offer to run on Sun- 
days for charity learn of such efforts 
by the time they reach the pro- 
posal stage. They immediately call 
a meeting of the local pastors asso- 
ciati and a resolution forbidding 
Sund shows, even for charity, is 
drawn up. 

These resolutions are presented to 
city officials. So it boils down toa 
maiter of politics. 

Not less than a half dozen towns 
in Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia, 
Tennessee and other states included 
in the Bible Belt have thought of 
running on Sundays with part of 
the receipts for charity. Some of 
the shows have offered all receipts 
to charity. 

The ministers feel that showmen 
are just trying to tickle their fancy 
and in the long run will open on 
Sundays and stay open, charity or 
no. 

Tuscaloosa, Ala., houses opened 
one Sunday and closed the next. 

Hungry Kids 

Tarrant, a suburb of Birmingham, 
was to have Sunday shows. Sanc- 
tion of officials was obtained pro- 
vided the receipts were turned over 
to schools to feed hungry children 
in the school lunchrooms. The min- 
isters got word of it and the shows 
never opened. And for all that is 
known the school kids are still 
hungry. 

Considerable criticism was handed 
the cloth for this move around Bir- 
mingham. It was described as a 
selfish, narrow-minded act. 

The reason Birmingham did not 
have Sunday shows for the national 
unemployment show week is very 
apparent. Huntsville, Ala., how- 
ever, agreed. And the little town 
of Huntsville goes one up on Bir- 
mingham. The benefit shows may 
suffer because midnight shows sel- 
dom draw worth a hoot. 


RUBENS LABOR 
GET-TOGETHER 
LUNCHEONS 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

A new diplomatic note in union 
dealing was sounded by J. J. Ru- 
bens, supervisor of Publix-Illinois 
theatres, who last week called to- 
gether the motion picture operators’ 
union officials from 15 downstate 
towns. Meeting, while tacitly under- 
stood to be for the consideration of 
the tight times and need for scale 
reductions, was held in the manner 
of a friendly luncheon get-together. 

At the meeting no mention or de- 
mand for scale reduction was made. 
Rubens merely spoke to the as- 
sembled officials and explained 
present conditions. His big point 
was to impress on the operators 
that they, as well as the owners, 
were concerned in the welfare of 
the theatres. His thesis was that 
the business was not a matter of 
one side only, but that the operators 
and owners were on the same side 
of the fence. It was an entirely 
new note in the midst of union- 
Owner discussions which usually re- 
volve around demands, threats and 
warnings. 

Following the meeting several of- 
ficials immediately volunteered cuts. 
Since each town has its own scale 
and working conditions, a general 
agreement cannot be made, It is 
likely, however, that reductions will 
be made, varying from 10% to 
25%, depending upon the circum- 
Stances. In no instance will the 
number of men be diminished. 

At present Publix-Illinois the- 
atres total an annual salary to op- 
erators of approximately $750,000. 

Rubens is continuing this type of 





get-togethers with representatives 
of the janitors, cashiers, ushers, 
etc. 








PROMOTER’S BOUNCERS 


Shirk Negotiating for Civic Thea- 
tre, Ran into Trouble 


Lancaster, Pa., Nov. 23. 

Luther L. Shirk, 23, was arrested 
on charges of issuing seven worth- 
less checks, totalling almost $1,000, 
in payment for work done on the 
Columbia theatre. 

Shirk posted $2,000 bail on the 
first four charges, but when charges 
involving the three additional 
checks were brought, he was com- 
mitted to prison. 

The theatre is owned by the town. 
Shirk was given permission to start 
work on the repairs and changes, 
while arranging for the required 
bond to cover the lease rental, The 
checks are said to have been signed 
by Shirk as ‘president and trea- 
surer’ of the ‘Columbia Amusement 
Enterprise. He was eventually re- 
leased on bail on all charges, to 
await trial. 





One Boothman Less 


Des Moines, Nov. 23, 
Publix and the L A. at a recent 
meeting in Cedar Rapids, made a 
contract for 1932 providing for one 
less man in the projection booth. 
Barry Burke, division manager, 
and Arthur Stolte, Waterloo dis- 
trict manager, represented Publix; 
Clyde Weston of Granite City, I1., 
represented the Alliance, with Bert 
Pickard, Cedar Rapids, business 
manager, 





Metro’s Tough Freaks 


(Continued from page 1) 


ing at human skeletons, tatooed 
bodies are staying clear of half-men, 
half women, sword  swallowers 
aren’t speaking to ape men. It’s 
anything but a happy family. 

Tod Browning, the director, is 
handling them all like prima don- 
nas. There’s more temperament in 
the mob of freaks than in a dozen 
picture stars. 

Studio has the freaks quartered in 
an apartment house in Culver City 
where they are shipped every night 
as soon as work is over. All their 
meals are served on the stages. 





Stock Market 





(Continued from page 10) 
suggested that would insure prompt 
raising of the necessary amount of 
funds, placed at nearly $12,000,000. 
Stockholders’ plan was reported 
completed late Sunday and was ex- 
pected to be in the company’s hands 
by yesterday (Monday). Meanwhile 
action of the tape made it appear 
that whatever happened, the worst 
was over; that stockholders would 
make a fight for a better deal, and 
failing to get it, probably would 
become reconciled to accepting the 
company’s own terms, which would 
mean that they would protect their 
holdings by subscriping to the new 
bonds. 

Rights at 4 

RKO ‘rights’ made their appear- 
ance in Curb trading, starting at 
1-16 and moving ahead in relatively 
large dealings to %. There is no 
way to figure the value of the 
rights, the quoted price merely rep- 
resenting the market’s arbitrary ap- 
praisal. Rights, of course, repre- 
sent an option to buy $5 principal 
in bonds with a bonus of % share 
of ‘A’ stock. Rights are traded in 
in the form of delivery contracts, 
and if the financing plan does not 
go through, all dealings on a ‘when 
issued’ basis are cancelled auto- 
matically. 

Market appraisal of value of the 
rights do not put a very hopeful 
aspect on the outlook for the stock. 
Behavior of the other RKO listings 
shed little light on the situation. 
Slump of the bonds is hardly en- 
couraging, while none of the old 
Keith preferred came out in an ac- 
tual transaction, and the bid and 
asked dropped from 25-50 to 20-40%. 
Orpheum preferred recovered from 
7 to 9% with transactions diminish- 
ing on the advance. Future of these 
three senior obligations is not clear, 
except as the ticker indicates a 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Nov. 21: 


STOCK EXCHANGE 
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gloomy outcome, The statement by 
a company official that a large 
amount of ‘securities of subsidiaries’ 
is pledged with banks for loans, 
suggests that RKO has acquired a 
considerable amount of some or all 
three in the open market within the 
last two years. 

Fox has fallen into the shadows 
in trading, working in an extremely 
narrow range between 6 and 7, 
while both the General Theatre 
stocks hit new bottoms last week. 

While the leading amusements 
were holding fairly well around 
their lows, other stocks indirectly 
related, broke badly, notably East- 
man Kodak, off 9 to below par; 
Westinghouse in new low ground at 
34% and off 7% net on the week, 
and General Electric sharply down 
3% net, but still 3 points or so 
above its low of early October. The 
market candidly attributes weak- 
ness in the Electrics and in RCA, 
also at a new low of 8%, to the 
RKO situation and the market re- 
action to it. 

Consolidated Film Industries di- 
rectors declared the usual 50 cents 
on the preferred for the quarter and 
the stock made a good ticker show- 
ing, holding to a minimum of 13 
compared to the autumn low of 7%. 
Pathe Exchange common broke 
through 1 to be quoted for the first 
time in cents instead of dollars and 
Shubert came out in _ scattered 
transactions at a price of 50 cents 
a share, also going through the 
dollar sign for the first time. Shu- 
bert bonds continued to be quoted 
nominally at $4. 

Only two minimum trades in Co- 
lumbia left that mystery stock un- 
changed. Single trade in Educa- 
tional pictures preferred, which ap- 
pears only once in a blue moon, car- 
ried that issue to its low for the 
year at 18. 
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Union-Fox Adjust in HX Dace 


By Concessions on Both Sides 





Opposish Indies Meet 
Dallas, Ney. 23. 
Texas Theatre Owners Protective | 
Ass., Allied’s rival indie group in 
this state, slated for first annual 
convention here Nov. 30. 


Just general get-together, with 
chances of the copyright question 
coming up, as was case in recent 


Allied parley here. 
TOPA was hatched last fall, due to 


split among indies in this section 
following the Horwitz mess at 
Houston, 





Censoring Criticized 


In Dutch East Indies | 


Batavia, Nov. 3. 

Association of Film Importers in 
the Dutch East Indies has carried 
a motion voicing a protest against 
the present working methods of the 
Censor Board. 

The Censor Board in the Dutch 
East Indies consists of 18 members, 
all appointed by the Government 
and composed of a group of strong- 
ly orthodox persons, with the ma- 
jority civil servants. 

The Association wants nine mem- 
bers of the Censor Board to be 
selected from its own nominees. It 
further protests against the hap- 
hazard censoring of films. Many 
times films are banned on account 
of certain scenes which are tolerated 
in other pictures. 

It strongly protests against the 
composition of the present board of 
appeal, composed of members of the 
Censor Foard, including one or more 
members who had been sitting in 
the Committee which banned the 
film in the first instance. 

The Association is of the opinion 
thai an unprejudiced opinion cannot 
be expected under these circum- 
stances. It demands that the com- 
position of the board of appeal be 
amended and that it will be com- 
posed exclusively of persons who 
do not stand in any relation to the 
Censor Board. 

The Association further protested 
against the fact that all imported 
films go from the customs straight 
to the Censor and that the import- 
ers do not get a chance to even 
see their own pictures before sub- 
mitting them for censorship. 


Judgments 


Am. Opera Co., Inc.; Tait Trans- 
fer Co.; $849. 

Harold Hopkins; Hollywood Pic- 
tures Corp.; $286. 





Speakophone, Inc.; E. Redell; 
$1,675. 

Harold Hecht; United Artists 
Corp.; $47. 


Larry Siry’s Music, Inc.; 119 W. 
57th St. Co.; $191. 

United Broadcast Corp.; 
Laboratories, Inc.; $179. 

Cameo Broadcasting & Recording 
Studios, Inc.; Jack Goetz and Moe 
Mintz; Columbia Phonograph Co., 
Inc.; $2,266. 


Kids’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


Curran 





‘Games’ 





Two of the same 
color is a pair. Five of the same 
tinge a flush. This sells for 25c, 
while the wheels are around $5. 

No faro boxes have crept into 
the toy departments yet. Perhaps 
they are being saved for next year, 
but there may be had a variety of 
games with dice, all capable of bet- 
ting odds, and mostly offered as 
such. 


different colors. 


Amuse-U, Chapin, Fire 

Chaprtn, IlL., Nov. 23. 
Explosion of film in projection 
room of the Amuse-U theatre 
caused fire which destroyed the the- 
atre with loss of $11,000 and spread 
to the Korsmeyer jewelry and Joy 
garage adjoining, causing $4,000 loss 
in the former and about $400 loss 
in the garage. James Kellogg, op- 
erator of the picture machine was 
burned about the hands when the 
film burst into flame. But a few 

people in the theatre at 10:30 p.m. 


Stagehands’ and operators’ unions 
settled their differences with Fox- 
West Coast in the Kansas City dis- 
trict following arrival of Harry Are 


thur in that town and confabs be- 
tween Arthur and labor officials. 
This occurred Tuesday (17) after 


Arthur left New York to clear up 


the situation on agreement with 
William Canavan, union chief. 
Labor people consented to take a 


25% reduction and Fox consented 
to two men in a booth. 

The settlement came after a 
postponed general strike order is-. 
sued by Canavan following certain 
disorders in the Kansas City dis- 
trict in connection with the then 
pending negotiations. W. H. ‘Bud’ 
Lollier, assistant to Oscar Oldknow, 
had been handling the _ situation 
which see-sawed back and forth for 
several monfhs between the unions 
and Fox until cleared Are- 
thur’s intervention with Canavan’'s 
consent. 

While not a victory for either 
side, the settlement and quick finish 
of the controversy may be taken 
to indicate a willingness of the 
unions to co-operate with the 
theatre people in making reason- 
able conditions. For Fox the re- 
duction worked out between Arthur, 
representing Fox,and Croft for the 
unions means around $25,000 saving 
for the house involved. Besides 
which the 7 or so Fox theatres 
which as a result 


through 


had been closed 
of the dispute in the Shanberg ter- 
ritory may reopen. So far this 
hasn't occurred, 

In the meantime, however, the 
indie theatres and the unions are 
scheduled to talk over their own 
labor troubles again. The Fox set- 
tlement apparently is a separate 
negotiation. 

City Manager McElroy has called 
a meeting for the first of the week 
and asked F. L. Freedlander, rep- 
resenting the operators and C, R,. 
3urke, of indie managers, to at- 
tend. 

While no indication has been 
forthcoming as to whether the par- 
ticular situation which Canavan 
cited as impelling his recent gen- 
eral strike order and later canceled 
has been reached, the fact that the 
settlement was negotiated on the 
very day of Arthur’s arrival to in- 
vestigate the situation may mean 
just that. The general disorder 
claim which figured in the union's 
attitude toward Fox must have 
lifted with Arthur's arrival in Kan- 
sas City. 

Lollier, who had been handling 
the situation for months, traipsed 
into New York shortly after Cana- 
van canceled the strike order. Lol- 
lier left the following Sunday for 
Kansas City. He may be back on 
the Coast presently. 





Incorporations 


New York 


Albany, N. Y., Nov. 23. 
Developing Company, 
Jeffersonville, Sullivan county; theatri- 
cal, musical, operatic, pictures; $50,000. 
Bridge Cinema Corp., Manhattan; the- 
atrical; 100 shares no par. 
Universal Exchange Corp., New York 


Jeffersonville 


county; theatrical performances, tickets 
for transportation, printing, stationer’s 


business; 190 shares no par. 

The Dollar ($) Theatre, Inc., Manhat- 
tan; theatrical; 200 shares no par. 

Cosmopolitan Grand Opera Co., New 
York county; theatrical, entertainments; 
$50,000. 

G. F. G. Amusement Co., Inc., Hud- 
son; theatres, amusements, recreation 
parks; 100 shares no par. 

Kessier Second Avenue 
New York county; 
kinds; $20,900. 

First Anglo Corp., Manhattan; picture 
apparatus; 200 shares no par. 


Theatre, 
theatrical of 


Inc., 
all 


Argosy Pictures Corp., Manhattan; 
pictures, dramatic; 200 shares no par. 
Blanche Turnbull, Inc., Manhattan; 


theatrical; 100 shares no par. 


Empire State Pictures, Ine., Manhat- 
tan; picture exhibiting; $20,009. 
Sono-Art Productions, Inc., Manhat- 
tan; pictures; 100 shares no par. 
Renowned Artists, Ine., Manhattan; 
theatrical, radio broadcasting; $1,000. 
American Productions, Inc., Manhat- 
tan; theatrical; $37,500—25,000 “A,” $10; 


2,500 “B,.” 5. 

137 West 48th St. Leasing Corp., Man- 
hattan; realty, musical, dramatic per- 
formances, entertainments, pictures; 100 
shares no par. 

Mack Stark Musie Co., New York City; 
theatrical, musicals, amusement de- 
vices; $4.000. 

Amusement Supply Co., Inc., New York 


county; theatre amusement supplies; 
$75,000. 
Regent Amusement Corp., Brooklyn; 


picture apparatus of all kinds; 100 shares 





no par. 

Jerome .Amusement Corp., Queens; 
theatres, opera houses, pictures; $10,000. 
Change of Name 

From Soeno-Art Productions, Ina, 
| (T.tda.) Del, to Pictures [lealizatiog 


| 
i Corp 
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E MONSTER BREAKS 
LOOSE - -SMASHING ALL | 
RECORDS AT DETROIT’S | 
DOWNTOWN THEATRE! 

















a“ 













































S. R. O. 


in Washington 


Ss. R. O. 


In Providence 


Ss. R. O. 


In Milwaukee 








arte State eee rae in 


a Ee A a 


CARL LAEMMLE presents 
THE UNIVERSAL 
SUPER ATTRACTION 


ori ety 
COLIN CLIVE e MAE 
CLARKE e JOHN BOLES 
‘BORIS KARLOFF e 
; * Dwight Frye e Edward 
‘\Van Sloan e Frederic 
Kerr. Directed by 
JAMES WHALE. 


» Produced by Cer! Loommie, Jr. From the €. fe 
(story by Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley. 
Adopted by john L. Balderston from ; oe 
Peggy Webdling’s picy. ' ‘ Hy 


FRANKENS -EIN 


THE THRILLER OF THE YEAR! 
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; The Guilty Generation 


(Continued from page 17) 
ert Young holds up the love interest 
eapably. 
Emma Dunn does the mother, in 
wop dialect, very effectively. Che 
r. 





Around the World in 
80 Minutes 


from photographs 
Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., and party on 
trip around the world. United Artists re- 
lease. Directed by Fairbanks and Victor 
Fleming. Henry Sharp and Chuck Lewis, 
photogs. Dialog by Robert E. Sherwood 
At the Riveli, New York, Nov. 19, indef. 
Running time, 80 mins. 


Produced taken by 





As travelogs go, nothing unusual 
about this feature-length travel 
film. It has only the face and voice 
of Douglas Fairbanks running 
through it for distinction, other- 
wise a muchly-overpadded geogra- 
phical affair. Won't amount to much 
at thé. box offices, although Fair- 


banks’ name should attract some 
business. Appears to be the type 
of picture that will slide instead of 
climb on word of mouth in the full 
week stands. 

Commercially, Fairbanks and U. 
‘A. might have guessed better if 
cutting the Fairbanks footage into 
a series of shorts. They certainly 
would have been more interesting 
than the average one or two-reel 
travelog, through Fairbanks alone. 
Also, the shorts would not have de- 
manded the murderous padding 
which is this picture’s downfall. 

The title is a misnomer. Fair- 
banks and his traveling companions 
might have gone around the world, 
but they included but a small part 
of it in their camera record. Most 
of the time is spent in Japan, 
China, Siam and India. Philippines 
are mentioned briefly. From India 
a studio magic carpet trick takes 
Fairbanks across Europe and back 
to Hollywood in a couple of minutes. 

Too much of the footage is studio 
stuff and not enough of it concerned 
with actual travel, Little in the 
travel and native scenes not seen 
in the newsreels and travel shorts. 
The trained bead stringing bird, if 
not borrowed from the library, 
might as well have been, for the 
same thing has been shown before 
over here. Yet this is the chief 
oddity of the picture. 

Fairbanks enlivens much of the 
drab footage with his acrobatics. At 
the start he goes through a. deck 
drill and climbs on the boat going 
to the Orient. He follows this with 
some posing in a skimpy Turkish 
towel that for any other actor would 
seem ridiculous. But Fairbanks, a 
man close to 50, has the physique 
of a perfectly formed 25-year-old 
athlete, which makes it interesting. 

In most of the countries visited, 
Fairbanks plays some golf... This 
provides chances for golf gags in 
the dialog. At the opening Fair- 
banks is in front of a blown up map 
of the world, using a golf club for a 
pointer. Later another map covers 
a large surface of the studio floor. 
Fairbanks walks and jumps on this 
giant map. He traces his route by 
jumping bays and oceans and once 
pitches a sea with his mashie. All 
very novel and nicely done by Fair- 
banks, but all under the heading of 
padding and not nearly as interest- 
ing as the scenic views. 

The familiar sword, basket and 
rope tricks are studio-staged by a 
fakir to lead to the magic carpet 
finale. The flying rug is back- 
grounded by a screen on which air- 
plane views of Europe are flashed. 
The mechanics of this are exposed 
to the audience when the lights go 
on. 

Victor Fleming and Fairbanks did 
the directing and Henry Sharp and 
Chuck Lewis the photography. Rob- 
ert E. Sherwood's dialog for Fair- 
banks’ offscreen description and 
comment is smart and bright. 

Bige. 


THE DECEIVER 


Columbia production and release. Direct- 
ed by Louis King. From story, ‘It Might 
Have Happened,’ by Bella Muni and Abem 
Finkel. Adaptation by Charles Logue. 
Dialog by Jo Swerling. Continuity by Jack 
Cunningham. Film editor, Gene Havelick. 
Photography by Joseph Walker. Recording 












by Edward Bernds. Co-features Lloyd 
Hughes and Dorothy Sebastian. At Broad- 
way, New York, week Nov. 21. Running 
time, 66 minutes. 

ym eceesccceseseeese- Lloyd Hughes 
MN 46os 0k ck ete. ++se+...-Dorothy Sebastian 
TROT .cccccs COCO OOO CLCeresecees Ian Keith 
Mrs. Lawton.. Natalie Moorhead 
Bets BMWs 56.6560.000-660004 Richard Tucker 
Speedy....... eoeveecesecese+- George Byron 
| See seeeeeeceseeess- Greta Granstedt 
Breckenridge......seeee++--Muprray Kinnell 
PUNT. we eeeee ececccesecess-Dewitt Jennings 
5 ee cccccccccccccccs- Allan Garcia 
Nag Phillips.....sssseseeseees Harvey Clark 
Barney..... ccccccccecccccce GREY Braty 
Thomas...... coccececsoccoc ERM malidey 
Dr. Schulz..... 6600c0ecceces sn CHaneeEn 


Stage Manager........++..+.Nick Copeland 





Box office potentialities of this 
one do not indicate it will reach the 
Eress average of houses it plays. 
Only exceptions likely are in terri- 
tories where murder mysteries, with 
or without names in the cast, act 
43 a distinct draw. Or where the 
exhibitor puts over the picture with 
a strong supporting show and 
cleverly-maneuvred exploitation. A 
banner across a theatre will not at- 
tract since there are no names to 
put on. The theatre will have to go 





farther than that if making any 
kind of a sale to the public. 

‘The Deceiver’ gains its title from 
the central murdered character, 
Shakespearian actor, who has strewn 
his path with many ruined women, 
single and married. The title fits 
but it’s not particularly enticing. 
Nor does it tip that this is a murder 
meller. Exhib will have to decide 
whether the woman-deception angle 
or the mystery thing is to be tackled 
in selling the exhibit. 

Every inch of the action excepting 
a couple feet in the police chief's 
office and a few more with other 
cops, occurs in and around a Broad- 
way theatre where Ian Keith, as the 
star-woman killer, is playing 
‘Othello. Through that it reminds 
of several plays along similar lines. 

First half of the picture is given 
over to establishing justification 
among a half dozen people for pos- 
sible murder of the star. The other 
half is devoted to lengthy question- 
ing by detectives, a second murder 
of a mugg who's ready to tell some- 
thing, and finally the solution when 
the least suspected of all, the prop- 
erty man, is tricked into a confes- 
sion, 

Lloyd Hughes and Dorothy Sebas- 
tian shoulder the sympathetic love 
interest, doing moderately well. 
Some comedy relief but not much. 
Main interest to be found in picture 
lies in its maintenance of suspense 
to the end. 

In spots the photography is poor, 
the moving camera especially blur- 
ring up scenes a little. 


Recording fair. Char. 


FRA DIAVOLO 


(‘Brother Devil’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 
(With Music) 
Pittaluga production: Trancontinental 
release. Starring Tino Pattiera. Direction 
Mario Bonnard; from the opera by Auber: 


adaptation Mario Bonnard and Nunzio 
Malasomma; musical direction Guisep ve 
Becce camera N. Forkas. At Cameo, Nev 
York, on grind, week Nov. 20. Running 
time, 50 mins. 
DOD 460665660 0060060 3% Madeleine Brevil'e 
Fra Diavolo....... ecccees eee Tino Pattiera 
Scaramanzia ......+..+«..Armando Bernard 
General Dufresne....... -+.Pierre Magnier 
May 


Countess Dufresne........... Vincent 


From many standpoints the finest 
film to come out of Italy, this pic- 
urization of an opera falls down for 
world-wide recognition by only a 
slight margin. Despite that opera, 
on film or stage, is necessarily lim- 
ited in appeal, there’s enough action 
in the story of this one to put it 
over. But it’s too laboriously and 
slowly treated. Which makes a 
double box-office bar. In spite of 
that it’s a fine piece of work and 
gripping in spots. 

Picture is claimed as the first 
opera on film. Not quite so, because 
‘Pagliacci’ was made in Hollywood 
independently some time ago. But 
‘Pagliacci was filmed straight as 
written on a stage. Here, the story 
is adapted for picture purposes, 
most of it spoken, with only about 
half a dozen songs and a back- 
ground of music for half the rest 
of the film. Picture can probably 
rightly go under the title of first 
screen opera. 

‘Diavolo’ was originally written in 
French, although laid in Naples and 
is allegedly based on a true story. 
Fra Diavolo is still another of the 
legendary Robin Hoods, a bandit 
who attacks only for the general 
good. He lives in the mountains 
with his gang and plans a revolu- 
tion. There’s a price on his head. 
The king sends a message to start 
a serious offensive against him, He 
holds up the king’s messenger, takes 
the message and, disguised as the 
ambassador, brings it to the court 
himself. His ruse is discovered, his 
sweetheart spying for him, warns 
him in time, and he escapes to start 
the revolution, which succeeds. 

There's just enough action in that 
to allow for considerable excite- 
ment, horse riding, shouting and 
cheering. For the first 30 minutes 
most of that is lost by being played 
entirely too slowly with everything 
meaningless and boring. From there 
on, picture picks up speed and rolls 
along nicely. More careful cutting 
may be able to help that. 

Tino Pattiera, as ‘Diavolo,’ is a 
distinct aid to the film. He's not 
much of an actor but has an ex- 
ceptionally fine voice which records 
well. Program credits him as being 
of the Metropolitan Opera, New 
York, and La Scala, Milan. He's 
the only one who sings, with the ex- 
ception of a chorus that aids him in 
two spots. With that making the 
songs stand out all the more. 

Madeleine Breville as his sweet- 
heart beautiful enough to supply 
sufficient romantic interest, with all 
the rest of the cast up to snuff. 

Picture will need plenty of exploi- 
tation and help from managers, but 
given that ought to do well in Ital- 
ian spots and might even get money 
elsewhere from music lovers. 

Kauf. 


Col’s House Organ 


Columbia has augmented its ‘Co- 
lumbia Showman’ house organ, 
dressing it up with newsy stories of 
Col’s work included among other 
usual matter. 

First issue is 18 pages. 

George Gray is editing the new 
‘Showman’ organ, under Bert Ennis. 
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SEIN LIEBESLIED 


(‘His Love Sone) 

(GERMAN MADE) 

(With Songs) 

Superfilm-Tobis production; Associated 
Cinemas release. Featuring Willi Forst. 
Direction Geza Von Bolvary; scenario, Wal- 
ter Reich and Fritz Schulz; photography, 
Willy Goldberger and Max Brink; archi- 
tecture, Robert Neppach; music, Robert 
Stolz; music played by Lewis Ruth Band 
and Juan Llossos Orchestra. At Europa, 
New York, on grind run, beginning Oct. 18 
Running time, 95 mins. 


Maxim Merblanc....... coccccecs-Faul Otto 
Simmy Bolt. .ccccccescecessesoes Willi Forst 
Mady Smith........ PTrrrirerere se Fee Malten 
WHO sccsweececucoed eces -OSkar Karl wei i 
The Dragon...cerseee evcsess-Anne Goerling | 
MTEORSD ceccicceccsecodueones Ernst Verebes | 
Bees Teloth sc. cc cecedeesoseses Paul Vincents 
School Teacher......e. ..Mathilde Sussir 
Dancer 


iS ADRES: Edith Herman-Roder 


One of the better German musicals 
and ought to get nice b.o. 
anywhere among the German com- 
munities. English titles are inter 
spersed which don’t mean a thing 
and won't help. But they’re the first 
set of English titles in a German pic- 
ture that don’t annoy or hurt the 
film. Call them just a wasted effort. 

Much is made by the producers 
and distributors of the fact that al- 
most everybody connected in this 
film was also tied up with ‘Zwei 
Herzen.’ Director, musician, scenar- 
ist and some of the actors. Fortu- 
nately, they really do something in 
this picture of value instead of just 
being connected with a freak film. 

Story has an interesting twist. 
Young girl in a boarding school has 
never seen her parents or any out- 
side life and falls in love with the 
voice of a jazz singer. She meets 
a yong man who passes himself off 
as the singer and she falls. About 
the same time her papa shows up. 
He is actually the singer incognito. 
He gives the young impostor a 
chance to make good; young fellow 
does, and all is well. 

Nicely played throughout, the ro- 
mance interest is easily kept alive. 
Also a very fine musical score helps. 
There are two nice songs, one of 
which, ‘Mascot,’ is especially pleas- 
ing, although it’s not likely to be- 
come a big seller. 

Acting all around is quite good, 
with Forst as usual holding his own 
and Fee Malten as the girl pleasing. 
She’s a new German face for this 
side. Ernst Verebes and Paul Otto 
please in smaller parts. 

Most favorable feature of the film 
is the Von Bovary direction. It’s 
one of the few German musicals 
that is directed with a really light 
touch, the usually heavy Teutonic 
accenting having disappeared en- 
tirely. 

Picture is about 15 to 20 minutes 
overboard on footage, easily fixed by 
clipping out the Hungarian episode, 
which has nothing to do with.the 
story. Kauf. 


results 


CORSAIR 


Roland West 
United Artists. 
features Alison 
Directed by West. 


production released by 
Stars Chester Morris and 
Loyd (Thelma Todd). 
Adapted from Walton 
treen’s novel of same name. Adaptation, 
Josephine Lovett: cameraman, Ray June. 
At the Rialto, N. Y., for grind run Nov. 
18. Running time, 75 mins. 
John Hawks.........ee8- ...Chester Morris 
Alison Corning.........+++...-Alison Loyd 
Richard Bentinck..........William Austin 
‘Chub’ Hopping............Frank McHugh 
Stephen Corning.........Emmett Corrigan 
Big Jonh.s.cccccsicccoccveccoes Bred Kotier 


Fish Face...cccccccccecscscess-Frank Rice 
GMs cc cb ccccccodcdecesceccescc ee Spares 


BOHP1S. oc vccccccccccscoesccscceMayo. Methot 


Marine hi-jacking in all its dra- 
matics and not impressive for re- 
ceipts. The climb will be easier 
where the admission scales are not 
so steep because of its rum run- 
ning, one moll, a couple of shoot- 
ings and general implausibility. 
Cast has its troubles convincing 
right down the line. Corsair will 
need a lot of help to reach average 
grosses. 

West hasn’t done so well with 
this gat opera. It’s really rather 
old fashioned at this time, with 
neither the playing, dialog, or ac- 
tion unfolding other than much 
worn material. And none of the 
characters make a pertinent bid for 
audience sympathy. 

The director never softens up Ali- 
son Loyd as a much spoiled heriess, 
while Chester Morris is the college 
grid hero turned hi-jacker to prove 
to the girl and her Wall Street 
father that he also can make money 
regardless of ethics. That Morris 
is stealing the financier’s liquor, 
latter being behind a big bootlegger, 
and selling it back to him, may 
have read well in script form but 
doesn’t digest as West serves it on 
the screen. 

Fred Kohler plays his collarless 
and derbied ‘legger. Frank McHugh 
is again a half-stewed playboy and 
William Austin repeats his foppish 
Englishman more mildly than usual. 
Hence, West's disinclination to cast 
other than rigidly and familiarly 
by type does much to lessen the 
interest in the story. From tale 
to players ‘Corsair’ stays right in 
the groove through which miles of 
footage have passed. Emmett Cor- 
rigan, as big business, actually 
gives the best performance, 

Film will hardly provide Chester 
Morris with a popularity spurt 
after a somewhat lengthy absence 
from theatre projection. An odd 
billing sidelight, both on the screen 
and in publicity matter, ig that 
West's name is above the title, with 
Morris beneath, but preceded by the 
term ‘starring.’ Thelma Todd, who 
here 
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sional name of Alison Loyd, con- 
tinues to register like beautiful cold 
marble to the extent that it prompts 
a doubt whether this girl can carry 
love interest to the satisfaction of 
the fans, A _ striking villainess, 
however. 

Morris’ performance is an in and 
out affair always handicapped by 
the hokum of the writing. A good 
actor who is not at his best here. 
There is some comedy but not 
enough to count. 


Production end offers a good 
looking yacht, a _ society ball, a 
|}couple of heavy office sets, and 
opens on a football game. Later, 
it’s a matter of schooners and fast 
| motorboats. Theme takes a couple 
of time leaps and the locale in- 
cludes New York, Miami, and the 
open sea. 

Ray June’s camera work is as 
prominent as anything in the fea- 


| ture. 








Most all of his trick devices 


¢ 


|; for introducing scenes are effective, 


though previously 
other UA pictures. 

Not any special drawing strength 
in the cast, so a compensating fac- 
tor in advance heralding might be 
reference to prior films of the West- 


introduced in 


Morris combination. Sid, 
’ 

ANYBODY’S BLONDE 
Ralph M. Like production; distributed by 
Action Pictures. Story by Betty Burridge. 
Directed by Frank Strayer. Supervised by 
Cliff Broughton Cameraman, Jules Cron- 
jager. At Loew's New York, one day, Nov. 


17, double feature bill. Running time, 60 
mins, 

SOME 6 64.40 6: 60bs600 0600000608 Dorothy Revier 
Dan O'Hara...... Coccnsecesees Reed Howes 
SREVO CHANG! cc ccccesccesces Lioyd Whitlock 
Myrtle..... Pees Se cebececceeses Edna Murphy 
GINBET. cocccccccccsccsssecsecsee Nita Martan 
BStOW . coccccccccccesocccceceses Gene Morgan 
EGILOF. cocccccecccesscoscers Henry Walthall 
O'Hara's Manager......ee- Arthur Housman 
RROMOTCOR  coccccs Coccccccevcese Pat O'Malley 
Riley ..ccecs Os cecccsccecoe .-Richard Cramer 


‘Anybody’s Blonde’ seemed to be 
anybody’s pick for this story, along 
the lines of conventional meller 
construction that doesn't bring one 
tiny bit of newness to the screen. 
Leaves nothing fdr the imagination 
once the audience knows that 
Dorothy Revier, sob sister on the 
newspaper, is the sister of the slain 
fighter, Jack Dorgan. Foregone 
that she will turn up the murderer. 
For double feature bills, seems 
headed right. 

And the audience knows Miss 
Revier is going into Lloyd Whit- 
lock’s night club as a revue girl and 
that she is going to work her way 
into his good graces and trick him 
into a spot where the coppers will 
walk in.. 

Crane was daffy about Edna 
Murphy. And all the time he's giv- 
ing the eye to his new sweetie, 
Janet. 

So much premise was taken with 
the near-climaxes and the dramatic 
punches that it took the edge off of 
the desired effect. 

Miss Revier looked okay and not 
stagey in her big scenes. Edna 
Murphy seemed to subdue her 
chorus girl character even to the 
big moment when she was supposed 
to be mad enough to kfll. Reed 
Howe has physical status to uphold 
the Irish fighting near-champ who 
is knocked out after taking a coupla 
drinks because he thought his 
sweetheart had double-crossed him. 
Howe wasn’t so effective with some 
of his lines but that may be be- 
cause he lacks spoken drama ex- 
perience. Gene Morgan made as 
much as he could of his minor role. 
Pat O'Malley was just about lost 
as the reporter. Richard Cramer 
oke as the detective. Mark. 


Schlacht von Bademuende 


(‘Battle of Bademuende’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 

Ufa production and release. Starring Max 
Adalbert and featuring Claire Rommer and 
Paul Heidemann. Direction, Phillip L. 
Mayring; production supervision, Hans H. 
Ulrich; scenario, P. LL. Mayring and F. 
Zeckendorf; camera, Georg Muschner, Al- 
fred Hansen and Bernhard Wentzel; sound, 
Max Kagelman: sets, Arthur Guenther; 
music, Robert Gilbert. At Ufa-Cosmopolitan, 
New York, on grind, week Nov. 20. Run- 
ning time, 80 mins. 





Reports from Germany indicate 
that the country has recently been 
flooded by a series of military com- 
edies, with most of them doing good 
business. ‘Schlacht von  Bade- 
muende’ is the first of that style to 
get over here. It’s probably not one 
that started the craze. It’s a very 
poor comedy from any standpoint, 
not much for German or American 
audiences. If any appeal, it will be 
in German nabes, 

Story is laid in a German summer 
resort. Place infested with soldiers 
and sailors. Usual fights, with a 
bathing beauty contest impelling 
more fisticuffs. Most of the laughs 
are muffed through careless direc- 
tion. 

Claire Rommer, an unknown, has 
the most important female role, but 
isn’t given much chance to do any- 
thing with it. That a couple of the 
girls having smaller parts are pret- 
tier than her doesn’t help. Max 
Adalbert is an able comedian and 
Paul Heidemann handles himself 
well, as do most all the men. 

Another thing to hurt the picture 
is that there is very little music, 
with that not outstanding. 

Ufa has the film in their New 
York showcase for only a week, 
where they usually book pictures in 
for runs, that indicating Ufa doesn't 


inaugurates her new profes- | think teo much of it. Kauf. 





eo 
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Chinatown After Dark 


Ralph M. Like production, distributed 
by Action Pictures. Directed by Stuart 
Paton. In cast: Rex Lease, Barbara 
Kent, Edmund Breese, Carmel Myers, 
Frank Mayo, Billy Gilbert, Lloyd Whit- 
lock, Laska Winter, Michael Viseroff. 
Story by Betty Burbridge. At Tivoli, New 
York, two days, Nov. 20-21, on double 
feature program, Running time 50 mine 


utes, 


Amateurishly directed and enact- 
ed plus bad lighting and editing in 
spots, ‘Chinatown After Dark’ is 
based on one of those hacked re- 
write johs 

Barbara Kent as the white child 
brought up by a Chinaman, essayed 
by Edmund Breese, is the only 
player who shows ease. Others from 
Rex Lease down possess an insin- 


cerity and flatness apparent to 
many fans in the cheapest grind 
houses. 


Theatres of the Tivoli type book- 
ing this should do just what the 
Tivoli did—book it as the second 
half of a double feature bill and be 
cautious of giving it consideration 
in other directions. 

Lease does the young hero look- 
ing-for-trouble role with less ani- 
mation than the average beginner 
in a high school mask society. His 
voice is colorless and his acting lit- 
tle better. 


Billy Gilbert in the comedy de- 
tective role seems to have found a 
niche with indie producers. He 
wastes a lot of footage and virtu- 
ally succeeds in making a stupid 
burlesque of what is intended for 


high-powered melodramatics. 
When Miss Myers as an empress 
of some American Chinese under- 
world says ‘My Freeend’ it records 
with a Bronx-French rather than 
that hoped for Asiatic purr. 
The story thing has to do with 


a dagger coveted by many. After 
all, there are so many that none 
Waly. 


counts in the long run. 


CYCLONE KID 


Big Four Film Corp. production and re- 


lease. Buzz barton starred. Story and 
continuity by George Morgan. Directed by 
. PRP. McGowan. Supervised by Burton 
King. Cameraman, Edward Kull. At 


Loew's New York, one day, double fea- 
tures, Nov. 17. Running time, 58 mins. 


Buddy Comstock. ..<....-+ee++- Buzz Barton 
Rose Comstock.......++++e++. Cary! Lincoln 
Steve Andrews....Francis X. Bushman, Jr. 
Harvey Comstock...... oooecoes Lafe McKee 
Joe Clark....... ec cccccccceceses Ted Adamy 
Pepltm. .cccccccsccccsceccccssess Silver Harr 
POtO. ceccoce cocccccceseee Blackie Whiteford 


When they had silent westerns 
the drummer in the orchestra was 
always there with the cocoanuts for 


flying hoofs. In sound the hoof 
beats are natural and in ‘Cyclone 
Kid’ they get some workout. But 


‘Cyclone Kid’ would have been just 
as well off perhaps in two reels. 
Story trouble. 

Story is one of those impossible 
things that. has the youthful Buzzy 
Barton in narrow escapes. Caryl 
Lincoln is the heroine. Not much 
to the part as she played it. And 
the director kept her as silent as 
possible. 

Second fiddie to Barton is Fran- 
cis Bushman Jr. He looked the 
strapping, young ranch hand who 
fell in love with the rancher's 
daughter. 

Interminably padded. Perhaps 
part of the effort to restore west- 
erns to their one-time popularity 
niche in the hearts of young 
America. Mark. 


Near the Trail’s End 


Tiffany production and release. Directed 
by Trem Carr. Story by Robert Quigley; 
adaptation by G. A. Durlam. Bol Steele 
starred. In cast: Marion Shockley, Jay 
Morley, Hopper Atchley, Si Jenks, Mur- 
dock McQuarrie, Henry Roquemore. At 
Arena, New York, one day, Nov. 21. Rune- 
ning time, 55 minutes. 








One of the regular run of west- 
erns. Familiar stage coach, rocky 
country, hard riding, shooting, girl- 
rescuing and drinking prevail. Story 
sticks true to form without an orig- 
inal twist. 

Bob Steele has something of a fol- 
lowing in the 10-15-25 class. For 
that reason pictures of this type, 
despite their sameness, always get 
over with that certain audience. 

Marion Shockley, as the girl, has 
to witness a couple of shootings and 
go through the frontier routine, She 
does a good job opposite Steele, the 
new Marshal, who has that assur- 
ance of winning before the first reel 
is over. Waly. 


THT RANGE FEUD 


Columbia production and release. Buck 
Jones starred. John Wayne. Susan Flieme 
ing, Ed LeSaint, William Walling, Wale- 
lace MacDonald, Harry Woods and Frank 
Austin in cast. Story by Milton Krims, 
Directed by Ross Lederman. Cameraman 
Ben Kline At Loew's New York, one 
day, Nov. 16, as single feature Running 


time, 58 minutes. 

An okay western carrying enough 
interest to go it alone as single fea- 
ture in ‘western’ houses. Story well 
written and continuity well de- 
veloped. Buck Jones gives good per- 
formance. Susan Fleming is con- 
vincing as the girl. 

No love interest for Jones in the 
talker. What there is is between 
Miss Fleming and John Wayne 
Jones is a sheriff. 

Story revolves around the Turne- 
ers and the Waltons who are fighte 
ing over range rights for cattla 
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GOOD FILMS GIVE 
20 REAL SMILE 
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Dividend in Spite of 
“Trying Times” 








Good pictures, coupled with “wise 
and able management” has _ enabled 
Loew’s and M-G-M to “keep their 
heads above water” in “these trying 
times,” it was stated at the annual 
} stockholders’ meeting yesterday when 
an extra annual dividend of $1 a 
share on the common was declared 
in addition to the regular quarterly 
dividend of 75 cents a share. 


Loew’s Paying Annual $4'| 
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HITCH YOUR ‘THEATRE TO THE STARS! Marion Davies, Lionel Barrymore, Wallace Beery, Jackie Cooper, Joan Crawford, Mar 
Clark Gable, Greta Garbo, John Gilbert, William Haines, 





ie Dressler, Jimmy 
Buster Keaton, Lunt-Fontanne. Robert Montgomery, Ramon Novarro, Norma Shearer, Lawrence Tibbett. 


THANKSGIVING 
1931- 


Enjoy Life with 
your pal Leo! 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit are Doing 
and Where and Why 





Frankie’s Masterful Job 


' Frankie Masters, B. & K. vet 
master of ceremonies, was on the 
job at Chicago Northwestern Sta- 
tion, Chicago, to welcome Fanchon 
to that city on her trip to New 
York to catch the Steamship “Bre- 
men.” Harry Singer, F. & M. west- 
ern representative, took Fanchon to 
ali the four F. & M. shows playing 
B. & K. theatres. 


Chi and Los Cutting In 


Aiieen Stanley was the guest star 
en first Abe Lyman-F. & M. Colum- 
bia network broadcast; Ozzie Nel- 
son is the second; and there is now 
a possibility that guest stars will 
be cut in from the B. & K. houses, 
Chicago, and Loew’s State, Los An- 
geles, as soon as mechanical ar- 
yrangements can be completed. 


Harry Has His Problems 


Harry Richman, who spent early 
days with F. & M., and is now 
Follies star, disturbed at that 
show’s prospects for long road tour, 
because of his lucrative night club 
in Manhattan, which might fade 
away without the personal pres- 
ence of the popular and gifted 
Harry. 


Canada’s Modest Musician 

Jack Arthur, production head of 
Imperial Theatre, Toronto, home of 
F. & M. Ideas, still refuses to take 
a bow, although his band numbers 
are the talk of Eastern Canada. 


Torontans call him Bow-less Jack, 
with reason. 


Bachelor Abe Gets Notes 


Although he is bach, Abe Lyman, 
Fr. & M. band and radio star, no 
likee mash notes. However, he 
doesn’t mind having female ad- 
mirers, and according to box office 
reports, he’s getting ‘em by the 
thousand. Lyman, real Brooklyn 
sensation, all critics admit. 


New F. & M. Act Thrills 


Arconis, five men and two women, 
goal California theatre fans with 
fast acrobatic work in F. & M. 
“Slavique” Idea. Specialty is a hip- 
podrome finish, after hair-raising 
shoulder and hand catches. Act is 
new one to F. & M. audiences. 


But Zieggy Is Interested 


In rave over excellence of F. & M. 
shows and performers, Spokane 
(Wash.) Review says: “Their Mont- 
martre Idea contained a few origi- 
nal bits that might even have in- 
terested so grect a showman as 
Florenz Ziegfeld.” Review forgot 
Zleggzy is continually showing his 
interest by engaging F. & M.- 
developed stars. 


Fanchon’s Manhattan Days 


Roxy show for unemployed, 
Wednesday midnight, will be spon- 
Sored by Fanchon, in behalf of re- 
lief fund committee, headed by 
Harvey D. Gibson, noted New York 
banker. Fanchon told radio fans in 
national broadcast over Columbia 
Sunday night how B. & K. “World’s 
Fair Idea” contest had thrilled her. 


Marvelous Roland Fans 


Ruth Roland, with F. & M. “Cozy 
Corner” Idea, not only got station 
welcome from her old fan club in 
Chicago, but a special dinner after 
her final performance at a. @ 
Tivoli. N. E. A.’s Gene Cohen gave 
this unusual demonstration of fan 
loyalty special mention in five hun- 
dred newspapers, commenting: “And 
they tell you our movie stars are 


forgotten as soon as they flit from me. 
the picture.” 
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to top the profession 
—or top your town 
in stage attractions, 
YOUR BEST BET 


— declares VARIETY 
as Publix books F & M into Broadway deluxes 
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as closed a deal 


Fanchon & Marco ase 
eee e daiveshian and control of poets 
lix’s stage show department oe 
| pletely, with F. & M. shows 6° ng 
‘nto Par’s two Paramoun 
York and Brooklyn. 


On the Top 


Altogether the new deal marks 
the undoubted ascendancy of Fan- 
chon & Marco to the topmost — 
of stage show presentation in tha’ 
field. For the first time and _ 
tually under its own production 
‘wing,. F. & M. comes to Broadway 
and marking the peak of a 10-year 
climb toward that goal. 


Paramount h 
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Comment on Roxy Show 


Yitics 


C 


‘“‘The audience applauds. 


“‘Audiences sobbed 
roared .,.. cheered,’’ 


A 


They cheer and yell, 


Coad 


N. Y. Herald-Tribune 


Y. Sun 


N. 


‘“‘How the audience 


’s audience 


‘“Yesterday 





ad 


v 
* 


clapped 


applauded heartily.” 





Y. Daily News 


N. 


N. Y. Times 





“‘“As forceful as it is 


entertaining.’’ 


broke into 


‘‘Audience 


Ad 


loud applause. 





N. Y. Mirror 


N. Y. Journal 
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P L A. Theatres Ride Turbulent Sea 


Of Changing Policies: What Sells? 


= 





Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 

Most of the de luxe picture houses 
here have done a flock of about- 
faces in their policies during the 
past year, trying to find some pic- 
ture house combination which 
would pay dividends. Three houses 
which haven’t changed their policy 
are Loew’s State, with Fanchon & 
Marco units; Pantages Hollywood, 
also using F. & M. shows, and War- 
ners’ Western, straight pictures. 
Latter has been open only six weeks, 
so hasn’t had much time to do any 
switching. 

Chinese went from a $1.50 two- 
a-day to a day-and-date policy 
withthe Criterion at 75c. Now it 
has returned to its two-a-day pol- 
icy, with the stage shows. Criterion 
earlier in the year was a grind 
house, later going to pop-price long 
runs. Carthay tried one week of 
straight vaude but quickly returned 


to two-a-da~r pictures when the 
vaude did a nose dive. 
4-8-4-8 
Both RKO houses shared in the 


policy switching, the Orpheum try- 
ing stage shows for a month, then 
returning to straight pictures, while 
the RKO went from the four-act 
intact units to eight acts, four lo- 
eally booked, later going back to 
the four-act units and recently tak- 
ing on eight again. 

In the mad scramble to obiiterate 
the red ink, Warners’ two houses, 
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the Hollywood and Downtown, 
have thrown out stage shows twice 
during the year, only to reinstate 
them last week—a stage band at the 
Hollywood and six stage acts at the 
Downtown, 
Next Week ‘East Lynne’ 

New Los Angeles theatre has been 

an in-and-outer on stage business, 


having installed and discarded 
stage shows five times since it 
opened early this year. Million 


Dollar switched from straight pic- 
tures to vaudefilm, then presenta- 
tions which gave way to straight 
pictures. Vaudefilm is again the 
policy. 

Paramount, originally § straight 
pictures, took on the Publix east- 
ern units. Later to cut the over- 
head, stage shows were locally 
produced. When Harold B. Frank- 
lin took over the house recently 
the stage show became secondary 
to a 55-man band. Last week the 
band, stage hands and producer got 
their notice and the house will use 
a 25-piece band with presentations. 

United Artists, while making lit- 
tle change in its straight picture 
policy, occasionally books in a 


stage band to bolster weak pic- 
tures. 
Egyptian jumped from _§ stage 


shows, spot booked, to stage bands, 
later shelving its stage equipment 
in favor of second run pictures. 
House now is playing straight pic- 
tures, two-a-day, day-and-date 
with the Criterion, taking the place 
of the Chinese. 

At present there is no assur- 
ance that any of these houses will 
stick to their present policy. They’re 
all up in the air, trying anything 
that looks like a draw. 





‘Sunday’ for East Liverpool 


East Liverpool, O., Nov. 23. 

Recount of the vote on the Sun- 
day issue, submitted by the Sabbath 
Cbservance League, by the Colum- 
biana county election board, re- 
versed the result of the unofficial 
figures and gave a vote of 3,222 to 
3,167, or a majority of 55 for a lib- 
eral observance. The unofficial fig- 
ures had given a majority of 20 for 
the blue law. 

Under the official vote not only 
are Sunday theatres sanctioned but 
all other forms of amusement. 





RKO’s Own ‘Pink’ on 

U’s ‘Frankenstein’ Film 

RKO is pinking ‘Frankenstein’ 
(U) for its entire circuit, with the 
picture the first instance where this 
or any other chain will use that as 
a sales angle. Regardless of censor 
reaction or possible mandatory 
pinking in Chicago, RKO will bill, 
advertise and otherwise exploit it 
as ‘not for children under 12.’ 

California, which has a _ law 
against this, will be an exception. 
In that territory it will be recom- 
mended as ‘for adults only.’ 








SENSATIONALLY DIFFERENT 


JAN RUBINI 


WITH HIS ORCHESTRA AND VIOLIN 
CARTHAY CIRCLE THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 











GIRDEN UNDER MICHALOVE 


W. B. Theatre Head Arranging Cir- 
cuit Travel Time for Himself 





Jules Girden joining the Warners 
home office theatre department as 
third assistant to Dan Michalove, 
Moe Silver remaining second as- 
sistant. 

Two theatre zones monthly will 
be covered by Michalove, who will 
now travel more. It is figured that 
his presence will lend a new im- 
petus to managers. Entire coverage 
will take about six months. 

Meantime weekly letters from 49 
district managers are being opened 
by the boys remaining at home. Up 
until now Michalove opened his 
own mail, a job which prohibited 
travel and kept him pinned to his 
desk. Some of the letters exceed 
12 typewritten pages. 


IHegal Theatre Gift Night 
Decided in Poughkeepsie 





Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Nov. 23. 
District Attorney Schwartz has 
ordered local theaters to alter their 
method of awarding prizes on ‘gift 
night.’ The district attorney has 
ruled that the system now in effect, 
whereby the prize is withheld if the 


persons holding the first number 
drawn is not in the house, is il- 
legal. 


House managers have been in- 
structed to award the prize to the 
holder of the first ticket drawn, re- 
gardless if that person is in the 
house or not. 


UNDERWOOD’S 3 NABES 
Former R. & R. Man Takes 3 San 


Antonio Houses 


Dallas, Nov. 23. 
Uptown, Highland Park and Har- 
landale, class nabes in San Antonio, 
absorbed by W. G. Underwood, Dal- 


las, former exec in the Robb & 
Rowley circuit (now Hughes- 
Franklin). 


Recent acquisition of the Palace, 
downtown stand in San Antonio, by 
Underwood indicates a new major 
indie circuit in Texas, an outgrowth 
of the H-F—R. & R. deal. With 
San Antonio as foothold. 

Joe Luckett, former Warner 
branch manager, here, headaching 
for the S. A. houses. 


Schenectady’s Cuts 


Schenectady, Nov. 23. 

Seale reduction here by the RKO 
and Farash theatres, with prices at 
RKO Plaza, de luxe picture house, 
dropped to 25c. afternoons and 40c 
nights. 

Farash came out with same scale 
for ace house, State. 


Grand, Macon, to Publix 


Macon, Ga., Nov. 23. 

Prospect of another dark theatre 
here with the announcement the 
Grand had again been taken by 
picture interests. It has been op- 
erated since last April as an inde- 
pendent picture house. 

Lease has been taken by Arthur 
Lucas, Publix operator here. 

Prior to the attempt of last year 
to keep the theatre open it had 
been closed for several years under 
lease to Publix. 











Cain as Par. Writer 
Hollywood, Nov, 28.’ 
James M. Cain, former associate 
editor of the ‘New Yorker,’ will be 
added immediately to the Para- 
mount writing staff. 





Canavan Recommending Lowered = 


Wage Scales for All I. A. Locals, with 
Union Men Conferring in New York 





Overhead relief for the theatre {as international president and offi- 


operator is in prospect as the result 
of parleys between chain organiza- 
tion interests and William F. Cana- 
van, president of the IL. A. T. S. E., 
who has agreed to attempt a na- 
tion-wide reduction in wage scales 
of operators and stage hands. Can- 
avan, at a round table 
which started yesterday 
in New York and expected to last 
well into the week, will go into the 
matter in detail with representa- 
tives of the I. A. from all over the 
country. 


confe 


The conference was called by 
Canavan after a long confab last 
week with four important chain 
leaders whose names are not men- 
tioned 

As president of the I. A., parent 


hand 
and 


union of operator and stage 
locals throughout the U. 5. 
Canada, Canavan cannot arbitrarily 
demand a recession in present wage 
scales. He can only state his case 


F-WC Gets Rate Cut 
On Renewal with NSS 


Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 

Armistice in the trailer battle be- 
tween Fox-WC and the National 
Screen Service results in wind-up 
of the emergency homemade F-WC 
Screen Service when the first 20 are 
completed. 

NSS goes back in the Fox houses 
at terms understood revised down- 
ward, 


PICKETING NOT UNLAWFUL 


When Peaceful, Says Pa. Court— 
Decides in Favor of Union 











Easton, Pa., Nov. 23. 

Judge Stewart of the Northamp- 
ton county court, handed down a 
decision refusing an injunction to 
Charles Spink, manager of the 
Third Street theatre, restraining its 
former union projectionists and 
Local No. 293 from picketing the 
theatre, 

Court held that picketing is not 
unlawful and should be restrained 
by injunction only when taking the 
form of violence, the use of threats 
or other acts of intimidation by 
word or signs. 

The striking union men signal- 
ized their victory by the insertion 
of a three-column advertising card 
of thanks in the local daily. 





Sacramento Downtown’s Control 
San Francisco, Nov. 23. 

Sale of United Artists’ Alhambra 
in Sacramento to Fox West Coast 
last week and under Fox banner 
Wednesday (25). 

FWC now controls the first run 
downtown situation in Sacramento, 
operating three other houses. 


(Monday ) i 





ially recommend, 


Canavan for Lower Scale 


In advance of yesterday’s meet- 
ing, called to order in the after- 
noon, Canavan’s position was made 


clear enough in that he had made 


|}up his mind to strongly recommend 


rence | 


scales for all 
theatres and by all locals through- 
out the I, A. domain. 

Canavan is not altogether taking 
this unprecedented action at this 
time in view of the present eco- 
nomic condition affecting the 
amusement industry, although it is 
undeniable this is at the basis of 
prefers to re- 
recommenda- 

union 


olving the 


a lowering of wage 


his action. Canavan 

gard his determined 
tion for a lowered 
rather as inv 
element. 


scale 
persor il 
Following the conference 
week, at which Canavan was 
vailed upon to exert his influence 
toward a union overhead reduction, 
the I. A. head sent orders to 13 cit- 
ies calling officers to New York for 
pourparlers with him and his IL A. 
h. o. staff. Included are vice presi- 
dents, members of the board, spe- 
cial representatives, delegates at 
large and trustees. They are in New 
York from Chicago, Philadelphia, 
Boston, St. Louis, Atlanta, Kansas 
City, Youngstewn, Camden, Ta- 
coma, San Francisco, Oklahoma 
City, Minneapolis and Toronto. 

Canavan’s recommendation, if ap- 
proval of a reduction of some kind 
is arrived at in full concord, will 
be that it taxe shape in the form 
of a rebate and be on a temporary 
basis. That will probably be either 
for a determined period or until 
conditions return nearer to nor- 
malcy. 

Last summer, at the behest of 
Canavan, several hundred local 
unions throughout the country in 
critical theatre zones, agreed to a 
summer rebate of 10 weeks. Re- 
bates then ranged from 5% to 7%%. 
In less than a dozen instances the 
10 week period was extended as a 
result of continued poor theatre 
business. 


last 


pre- 





“MICKEY | 
MOUSE” 


in your j 
marquee lights 
means heavier 
returns at your 

box office. 


Astute 
managers have 
proven this. 
































FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


Headlining “VACATION DAYS” Idea 
Personal Direction HARRY FENTELL 











BILLY HOUSE 


THE “LEVIATHAN” OF FUN 
in “HOLIDAYS” 


NOW APPEARING IN PERSON AT THE 


CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


(WEEK NOV. 20) 


Direction—HARRY ROGERS 
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Jt’s gonna bea REAL THANKSGIVING 























THERE’LL BE PLENTY OF 
GRAVY THANKSGIVING 
WEEK FOR 340 
KEY CITY HOUSES 
WHICH HAVE BOOKED 


JOE E. BROWN 


In First National’s Marathon of Mirth 


“LOCAL BOY 
MAKES GOOD” 


with 


DOROTHY LEE 


Directed by MERVYN (Five Star Final) LEROY 
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KATE SMITH 
AT $3,500 


Kate Smith starts 12 weeks of 
RKO bookings in Greater New York 
Dec. 1g, at $3,500 a week. Playing 
a full week in every house, includ- 
ing the splits, she opens at the 86th 
Street. The 12 weeks do not have 
to be played in less than 25. 

Unique arrangement, under which 


Miss Smith can rest between each 
working week, will relieve the 
singer of some of the strain in- 


volved in doubling between theatres 
and radio, she believes. Miss Smith 
broadcasts nightly, except Sunday, 
for CBS whose artist bureau made 
the vaudeville booking on a com- 
mission basis. 

Following the Dec. 12 week Miss 
Smith will lay off for the Christ- 
mas holidays. On Jan. 1 she re- 
turns to Publix for two weeks at 
the New York and Brooklyn Para- 
mounts. 

The two Publix weeks are the re- 
sult of a compromise following an 
original Publix-Smith deal for 36 
weeks out of 52, With Publix her 
salary would have started at $3,500 
and pyramided in the final weeks 
to $4,750. 

The $3,500 RKO return salary for 
Miss Smith is a raise of $1,500 over 
her Palace stipend during her re- 
cent run there. The Palace is ten- 
tatively included in her new New 
York bookings. In the other Met 
RKO houses Miss Smith will do 
three-a-day and four on week ends 
where warranted by policy or busi- 
ness. 


Not Enough Press 
Stuff Cantor’s 2d 
Holler at Palace 


Eddie Cantor last week entered 
his second complaint to RKO over 
policy, this time regarding an al- 
leged lack of publicity for himself 
and the current Palace bill. The 
show isn’t getting enough stuff in 
the papers, he said. 

Although Cantor’s complaint was 
greeted with plenty of ‘yessing,’ it 
{is reported RKO really believes the 
amount of publicity received to date 
has been above average. The book- 
ing and operating departments, 
supposedly pointed out that the pre- 
vious long run bill (Holtz) didn’t 
attract the dailies’ dramatic first- 
stringers’ until the fourth week or 
50. 

Cantor’s other complaint, entered 
the week before, was over a raise 
in the matinee scale to $1.50. Can- 
tor declared he thought this was 
taking advantage of a good thing. 
The scale still stands at $1.50. 

The Jessel matter is unchanged. 
Georgie’s three weeks’ notice to the 
booking office for a $1,000 raise, or 
else, has another week to go. When 
Jessel agreed to stay three more 
weeks for $3,250, he said a boost 
would be necessary thereafter. 

Cantor's radio contract with Chase 
& Sanborn (NBC) has been extend- 
ed until Feb. 1. 

His original air period was for 
one month, starting Sept. 12, which 
was later extended until Dec. 30. 


Mrs. Bradna Hurt 


Syracuse, Nov. 23. 

Index finger of the left hand of 
Mrs, Fred Bradna, circus performer 
and wife of the ring master of 
Ringling Trothers- Barnum and 
Bailey’s Circus, was shattered by 
the Premature discharge of a blank 
Shell in a pistol used in her act at 
the Shrine Indoor Circus here Fri- 
day (20). Mrs. Bradna pluckily con- 
tinued her performance, took her 
bow, hurried to her dressing quar- 
ters and fainted. The wound 
dressed, she insisted upon appear- 
ing at all performances. 
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RKO GETS BACK 





No Pants 


Dressing room sneak thief 
not having time to empty the 
pockets of the five boys in 
White and Manning's act, 
walked off with their trousers 
at the Jefferson last week. 

Stagehands had to come to 
the rescue of the lads with ex- 
tra trousers so they could get 
home. 











BRADNA CIRCUS 
ACT AT $6,500 


Indoor circus headed by Fred 


3radna, equestrian director for the 
has been booked 
with Warner Bros, and Loew for 
picture house at $6,500 a 
week. Act will run over an hour. 

Troupe opens Dec. 11 for WB in 


Pittsburgh and follows for that cir- 
cuit in Philadelphia. From there 
Loew picks up the act at the Para- 
dise (Bronx), Valencia, Jamaica, 
L. I., and Loew’s, Jersey City. 

About 50 people in the act with 
Christianson’s horses a_ feature. 
Cargill and Dobson framed the turn 
and are booking it. 


HARRY JOLSON HASN'T 
FORGIVEN DAVE SEED 


Editor, 

I have read the various news 
items concerning Fanchon & Marco, 
Dave Seed and myself, and the 
anonymous telegram received by me 
and to which Seed signed Fanchon 
& Marco’s name. Some of the re- 
ports printed have been true and 
some not. 

In current ‘Variety’ Dave Seed 
states he did not know I was closing 
when he sent the telegram. He 
most assuredly knew it a week and 
a half before I knew it myself. To 
refresh his memory, I quote the 
following excerpt from his master- 
piece, the first line of which read: 
‘Sorry to let you out of our unit,’ 
and the last line: ‘Get out and 
keep out.—Fanchon and Marco.’ 

The whole telegram was about 
as funny as one reading, ‘Come 
home, your mother just dropped 
dead.” In the future perhaps it 
would be wise for him to confine 
his comedy efforts to his own act. 

I have pleaded with Seed by wire 
and letter to reveal the source of 
the information contained in the 
balance of his fifty-word telegram, 
but although he knows this will 
materially help me to clear up the 
series of unfortunate events of 
which I was the innocent victim, 
and through which I suffered a 
great injustice, he still remains si- 
lent. 

His written apology does not ex- 
actly help me now, when I need 
more concrete evidence of the sin- 
cerity of his protestations, and he 
is also mistaken when he assumes 
that the incident is closed. 

My lawyer, Maurice Z. Bungard, 
advises me that I have a libel suit 
against Seed, and he is prepared to 
proceed with it whenever and if I 
so decide. 

I had not seen Seed or held any 
communication whatever with him 
in almost a year, and I still cannot 
understand how he became mixed 
up in my private affairs. His tele- 
gram is proof conclusive that he 
had full knowledge of certain busi- 
ness affairs concerning Fanchon 
and Marco and myself, and if he 
still persists in withholding the in- 
formation so necessary to me, I 
shall be forced to seek this informa- 
tion through th: only recourse left 
open, Harry Jolson. 


Ringling show, 


dates 





‘Variety’: 





O’Neal Sisters Again 


Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 
Zelma and Bernice O'Neal 
about to reconstruct their sister act 
for another vaude tour. 30th girls 

are out here and married. 





Girls are stage sisters only. 


are | 


WILL ADD 85 
ACTS A WEEK 


et 


Effective Around Xmas— 
First Real Move Toward 
More Vaude—Units Also 
Going 5-Acts—State-Lake 
Mentioned as Vaude Pos- 
sibility Again — Increase 
Means Spending $35,000- 
$40,000 More a Week 





REASON—WEAK FILMS 





RKO's long impending vaudeville 
splurge has finally commenced. 
Within the next six weeks the first 
progressive move toward more 
vaudeville will have increased RKO’s 
capacity around 85 more acts a 
week and its weekly stage budget 
by between $35,000 and $40,000. 
Reason is failure of the circuit’s 
picture product to draw sufficiently 
on its own. 


While several new vaude towns 
are part of the RKO increase more 
significance is seen in the trend to- 
ward more acts per bill. Starting 
Dec. 25 the major part of the Willie 
Berger-booked Orpheum, Jr., middle 
western time, or around 10 houses, 
will jump from three and four-act 
bills to five-act shows all week. At a 
later date, when a current matter 
of budgets is straightened out, the 
regular intact unit route will also 
increase its shows to five acts. 

The Downtown theatre, Detroit, 
and the old Keith’s, Washington, D. 
C., both straight pictures for several 
years, return to vaudeville Dec. 25. 
They go on the Bill Howard mid- 
western booking, playing five acts 


(Continued on page 37) 
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WB RELEASES LOWRY 


M. C. Goes Skouras—At Audubon, 


New York, Indef 

Ed Lowry, who opened for the 
Skouras Bros. Friday (20) at the 
Audubon, New York, has been re- 
leased from his Warner Bros, con- 
tract. It had four months to go, 

Lowry went from the Skouras to 
Warners last September for six 


months. WB sent him to Philadel- 
phia to m. c. at the Mastbaum, 
which closed two weeks ago. 

At the Audubon Lowry is in for 
an indef run as m. ec. 


Ask $100.500 and 
Offered $98,000; 
Marx-Loew Off 


The Marx Brothers’ deal with 
Loew for a picture house route is 
off. It is due to a $2,500 difference 
of opinion. 

The Marxes through their man- 
ager, Max Gordon, asked for $15,000 
for a week at the Capitol, New 
York, and $9,500 each for the other 
nine Loew presentation weeks. The 
$9,500 out of town price was agree- 
able to both sides, but Loew’s balked 
at 15 grand for the Capitol. 

Loew's counter offer for the New 
York week was $12,500, but the 
Marxes stuck to their asking price. 
As Loew's wouldn’t issue a route 
with the Capitol excluded, the en- 
tire matter flopped. 

The Marxes closed their $10,500- 
a-week middle western RKO trip 
last week at the Palace, Chicago. 
Their only advance booking now is 
Dec. 7 at the Shea-Publix Hippo- 
drome, Buffalo, for a_ straight 
$10,000, 

Even asking $15,000 as straight 
salary creates some kind of a record 
whether the boys get it or not. 














Paul Ash goes back to San Fran- 
cisco, from whence he came, to open 
Christmas week as m.c, at the War- 
field for $1,000 a week. This is just 
a few blocks from the Granada the- 
atre, which launched Ash on his 
popularity wave in 192L 

Ash’s rise to the top marked the 
peak for all other masters of cere- 
monies, and now symbolizes that 
type of entertainer’s decline. 

At one time Ash was averaging 
over $5,000 a week in income. That 
was in Chicago when at the B. & K. 
Oriental, where he erected the larg- 
est personal following any station- 
ary stage personality has ever 
achieved in this country. His 
$5,000 or better income was also 
the largest stage salary of the time 
since it was drawn by Ash for 52 
weeks a year. 


10 Years Ago 


Ash once was leader of a nine- 
piece pit orchestra at the State, a 
vaudeville house in Oakland, Cal. 
In 1921 he was brought across the 
bay for two weeks at the Imperial, 
Frisco. From there he went to the 
Granada, also in Frisco, where he 
remained until 1925. 

B. & K. then imported Ash to 
Chicago for the McVickers theatre, 
where he flivved at first. But the 
false start was shortly overcome, 
and less than a month later Ash, 
although playing to the same audi- 
ence in the same city week in and 
week out, developed into one of the 
outstanding picture house stage per- 
sonalities of his time. A strong ex- 
ploitation campaign helped him land 
but he then carried on by himself 
at McVickers’ and then at the newly 
opened Oriental for almost four 
| consecutive years, 

When Ash was brought to the 
| Paramount, New York, in 1929, it 


(Continued on page 36) 





History of MLC.’s Written in Paul Ash, 
Back in Frisco for $1,000 at Warfield 
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NVA Pres. and Vice-Pres. 
In Chi 7 Wks.—No Visit 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

N.V.A. president and two of the 
vice-presidents are playing legit 
dates here. President Ted Healy 
and Fourth Vice-President Phil 
Baker are working in ‘Girl Crazy,’ 
while Second Vice-President Herb 
Williams came in last week with 
Carroll’s ‘Vanities.’ 

Both Healy and Baker have been 
in town seven weeks, but they 
haven’t gotten around to visit the 
N.V.A.’s local quarters in the Butler 
building. 





Metro Testing Vaude 
Rubes’ for Film Lead 


Several rube characters in vaude- 
ville were tested by Metro in New 
York last week in an attempt to 
find a player for the lead in ‘Limpy.’ 

Among those given camera trials 
were Jimmy Barry, Charlie Althoff, 
Roy Fant, Charles Withers, Arthur 
Angel (Angel and Fuller) and Val 
Harris. Others down for tests in- 
clude Art Frank. 








Daphne Pollard’s Throat 


Columbus, Noy. 23. 
Daphne Pollard, on the RKO 
Palace vaude bill, suffered acute 
laryngitis Wednesday (18) and was 
forced to withdraw from the bill 
She remained in her hotel room for 
the remainder of the week. 
Morrey Brennan and his orches- 
tra, mid-west dance hall perform- 
‘ers, laying over here, substituted. 








MOSS IDEA FOR 
RKO TO TAKE 
BROADWAY 


Two straight vaudeville houses, 
both RKO-booked, are a possibility 
for Broadway. This may occur 
through RKO booking Moss’ Broad< 
way in addition to the Palace, 

At an RKO 
(Monday) the Moss proposition was 
up. Moss 
have offered his expensive theatre 
to RKO for bookings if the possible 


opposition 


meeting yesterday 


taken was reported to 


angle and other points 
can be ironed. 

Reported idea on both sides is a 
straight bill which won't 
compete with the Palace in policy or 
style. 


vaude 


Project Moss has in mind is 
an eight or nine-act show at around 
$5,000 a week on a continuous grind, 
It is figured this won't interfere 
with the two-a-day, $3 top Palace, 


Moss is understood to have asked 
for an answer from RKO this week. 
His present Broadway programs, 
under no set policy, are Warner- 
booked. 

The Broadway is now on a week- 
to-week basis with its combination 
policy. Moss is undecided over the 
theatre’s future and has nothing 
definite in. mind for the next week, 
unless the current week’s gross is 
satisfactory. In that event the cur- 
rent show may hold over, otherwise 
chances are the house will go dark 
after Friday night (27). 

The Connie's Inn floor show (col- 
ored) from Harlem is doing the en- 
tire Broadway.show this week for a 
straight $3,000. 

Plan to resume 
Bride’ at the Broadway is cold. 
B. S. Moss proposed to have it 
pepped up and spot it in his house 
at $2.50 top. Writers were about 
to be engaged for the job of fixing 
up the Peter Arno fliv. 

Clark and McCullcugh were to 
have again been starred, but 
stepped out when a cut in salary 
was proposed. 


NEWMAN’S RETURN WEDs 
TO CLOSE NVA MATTER: 


The NVA matter will be closed 
this week upen Emanuel Newman's 
return from Europe, Nathan Bur- 
kan stated yesterday (Monday), 
Burkan is the VMA manager-mem- 
bers’ counsel. Newman, due to are 
rive in New York’ tomorrow 
(Wednesday), represents the Ches- 
terfield clubhouse faction of actors, 

The managers, through Burkan, 
have completed their answer to the 
plan submitted some time ago by 
Chesterfield and Walter C. Kelly. 
Any changes they have to suggest 
will be submitted to the actors 
through Newman, 

Understanding is that while the 
managers have not okayed the 
Chesterfield-Kelly 1% of actors’ 
salaries plan for fund raising, they 
will assure the actors of co-opera- 
tion on any financial plan which 
may be adopted. Sentiment on both 
sides is strongly against hat pass- 
ing this year. 


‘Here Goes the 








F-M Importing 
Mike Marco is beginning to ime 
port. Iie has brought over the 
O’Gorman Brothers who go into 
a Los Angeles unit Dec. 16. 
The act, from England, was on 
this side a few years back and 
played for Publix. 





TRIX’S 11 FOR LOEW 
Trixie Friganza will do 11 weeks 
of Loew deluxers opening at the 
Capitol, New York, Dec. 5. 
William House, currently at the 
Capitol, also plays the full Loew 
route, 
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MURPHY 


Wishes to Thank 


The Loew Booking Office 
Orie Logw Executive Offices 


The Loew House Managers 











The Loew Musicians 

The Loew Stage Crews 

The Loew Projectionists 
and 

The Loew Theatre Attaches 
for Making the 

Bob Murphy Engagements 

Happy as Well as Successful 


Especially Thanking the Booking Office 
for the First Full Week’s Engagement at 


LOEW'S 
PITKIN THEATRE 


BROOKLYN 


Not Forgetting Mr. Seymour Mayer for His 
Untiring Efforts in My Behalf 





“DICK DOT 


Personal Direction of 
MARK MURPHY and JOHNNY DALEY 





acts must now designate the owner 


THREE F-WC WEEKS | 
FOR NAMES ON COAST 


San Francisco, Nov. 23. 
Three weeks of rotation is offered 
name stage attractions for Fox- 
West Coast’s Warfield and El Capi- 
tan here and the Grand Lake in 
Oakland. 
Paul Ash is first to go in, prob- 
ably opening at El Capitan Dec, 2, 
Fanchon & Marco has been book- 
ing ordinary specialties into these 
houses to work with stage bands. 





Mills’ Colored Unit 
For RKO and Publix 


Irving Mills will produce an all- 
colored unit which Publix will play 
for six weeks and RKO may route 
as an intact. RKO is now nego- 
tiating with Mills on a plan to give 
the presentation the regular intact 
route outside the south. 

Publix could play the unit for 
four weeks in its Chicago houses, 
one week in St. Louis and another 
in Detroit. 

All material for the troupe will 
be written by Mills and Ted Kohl- 
er’s. A colored orchestra will be 
routed with the company. 


RKO Contracts Must Now 
Name Owner of Act 


All contracts between RKO and 








of the act. Reason is for the pro- 
tection of RKO in case of legal 
tangles. 

Idea is not new. It was practiced 
some years back in the old Keith 
regime by order of J. J. Murdock. 
Order was revived recently when 
ownership of a couple of acts was 
hard to ascertain. 

Order especially affects small 
producers and those who may wish 
to keep ownership of an act in the 
background. 





Calgary Loses Intacts 


Capitol at Calgary, Canada, drops 
out of the RKO intact route after 
Dec. 2. House playing intact shows 
three days weekly. 

Elimination leaves week’s layoff 
between Winnipeg and Vancouver. 
Calgary started playing intacts 
Nov. 2. House reverts to pictures 
only. 





Helen Glason Hurt 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Mrs. Helen Glason, wife of Billy 
Glason, vaude single, was seriously 
injured in an automobile accident 
here and taken to the Lakeview 
hospital today (Monday). 

Her young daughter, in the same 
car, escaped injury. 





BRANDT’S 2 BOOKINGS 


Brandt brothers are placing their 
vaude bookings in different baskets. 
While the Lyric, New York, has 
shifted from Arthur Fisher to A. 
& B. Dow, Fisher will continue to 
book the Carlton, Jamaica, Brandts 
use a five act bill weekends in the 
latter house. 





RKO’S XMAS VAUDE 
Sheridan Square, Pittsburgh, re- 
turns to the RKO vaude books 
Christmas Day. House is a six-day 
spot and will play five acts on a 
split booked by Willie Berger. 
Theatre was formerly one of 19 
houses booked out of the Keith of- 
fice in Pennsylvania. 





Dance Teams from Show 

San Francisco, Nov. 23. 
F&M is using Eddie Lambert and 
the dance teams of Ted and Sally 
and Wood and Tamblyn from the 
‘Nine O’Clock Revue,’ opening the 
group at Fox’s El Capitan this week. 
‘Revue’ played the Geary here last 
month, 





Unhurried Sam Roberts 
Chicago, Nov. 23. 
Departure of Sam Roberts, local 
RKO agent for New York, has been 
postponed. 
From the present outlook he may 
not land in the east befcre the first 


LOOP-END’S 8 ACTS 


Indie Chi House Augmenting Before 
Jan. 1—Probably Dec. 5 





Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Indications are that the town’s 
indie vaude spot, the Loop-Ena, 
will go to eight acts shortly. This 
will probably be Dec. 5, following 
the bill headlined by Blossom 
Seeley and Benny Fields. 

While Johnny Jones, operator of 
the spot, would make no statement 
of the exact date, he admitted that 
the house would land as an eight- 
acter before the first of the year. 
Plans are to distribute the coin now 
spent for headliners over a wider 
area. 

Jones, Linick and Schaefer feel 
that it’s the cinch policy fur this 
yargain house, particularly follow- 
ing the success of the eight-act bill 
at the RKO Palace some weeks ago. 


LOEW’S N. Y. STATE GOES 
4-A-DAY EVERY DAY 


Loew’s State, Broadway and 45th 
street, changed its policy starting 
last Saturday (21) from four a day 
weekends, with three the rest of the 
week, to four every day. Six-act 
bills will be retained. 

First show, starting with the fea- 
ture picture, will be at 10 a. m. 
Prices to noon on Mondays to Fri- 
days, 25c; weekends the adn ission 
will be 35c for the same hours. 
Early morning opening will not be 
practiced Sundays. 











Sam Kessler Takes Balto 
Palace for Vaude-Shorts 


Sam Kessler, agent and brother 
of Aaron Kessler, has taken over 
the Palace theatre, Baltimore, and 
will open it shortly with vaude. 
Intention is eight act bills and film 
shorts. 

Palace was formerly on the old 
Columbia burlesque wheel. Of late 
it has played legit road shows now 
and then, 

Kessler will book from New York. 


LOEW’ S BOOK UNITS 


Trying Out With "Billy House in 
N. Y.—More If Clicking 


Loew’s is experimenting with a 
semi-book unit at the Capitol, New 
York, this week. Billy House’s full 
stage comedy act is being used with 
the Cap’s own embellishment in- 
cluding a line of girls. 

If the House presentation {is sa- 
tisfactory, Loew’s will follow with 
other ‘story’ units built around 
vaudeville turns. The’ unsettlel 
point is whether talk will get over 
in the large picture houses. Publix 
tried the idea some time ago but 
found it unsatisfactory. 


Indies Hint at 
Percentage for 


Vaude Bookers 


Made percentage conscioug 
through the buying of film, inde. 
pendent theatre owners are evyi- 
dencing an effort to have vaude 


bookers supply stage shows for 
come dependent, on the gross. 
feel the 
ble, too. 

Theatres in the east using vaude 
at present, or those favoring g 
trial, are not forcing the issue, but 
in many instances are putting out 
feelers with the b6okers. 

Numerous exhibitors have ape 
proached indie bookers for vaudé 
from one day to a full week on pere 
centage but so far the idea hasn’t 
received much encouragement. 
of the fears expressed is that the 
vaude booker migl.: face the same 
troubles that confront the distribue- 
tors whd have to check many of 
their percentage film accounts. 

Booking vaude on percentage ig 
not new but the way the exhibs are 
said to want it, strictly on a filme 
like basis, would make the agency 
comparable to the distrib in his ree 
lations with a theatre. 


ine 
They 
vaude bocker should game 


One 


Altoona Drops Vaude 


Altoona, Pa., Nov. 23. 
Mischler theatre playing RKO 
vaude the past five weeks, took out 
its shows last Saturday (21) and 


reverted to straight pictures. 
Business dove after the first two 


weeks House paid $1,150 for a 
total of eight acts, using four a 
half. 























RKO VAUDEVILLE a = 
Next Week Madicon and Chester, 


HOPE VERNON 


The Singer of Romance 


(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO 
“The Happy Hooligans” 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 


Meet 


MARTY MAY 


Friend of Thousands Annoyed by 


Jean Ccvrroll 
(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 


ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S 


“SHOW BOAT” 


with 


Marty May 


Jean Carroll, Mary Dunckley and & 

supporting cast, composed of a ship- 

load of Anatole’s Beautiful Sailorettes 
(Direction of Chas, Morrison) 


























8 “IT IS TO LAUGH” ‘: 
| LILLIAN GORDON 
DUB a 


Sincere Gratitude to Arthur BLONDELL and Bill MACK Whe 
Have Been More Than Just Agents 


: Now RKO Hippodrome, NewYork * 
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of the year. 





RITA BURGESS GOULD 


THE WOMAN YOU CAN’T FORGET 


RIGHT 
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UPTOWN OPPOSISH IS An 'V | 
STARTED BY SK other Deal aude Show Br oadcast Over ity 
RKO has made a big connec- 
ee ee ee rom Sound Iruck at theatre 
Skouras’ new stage name policy Notice on bulletin boards of 
at the Audubon, New York, has the circuit’s home office advises 
\ started an opposition vaudeville employees that under an ar- + _ 
fight in the uptown Washington rangement with a poultry firm 
y ‘ ’ : 
) A number of vaude acts in the lay Heights section. Other house Is the Thanksgiving birds can be LA REINE’S DARK FUTURE Syracuse, N. Y., Nov. 23. 
off stage are finding ready coin in | RKO’s Coliseum. secured at wholesale prices. 4 a —— ; Broadcasting vaudeville from the 
the club field around New York. Frm Moheigy last week by egs P i —_ oe a sidewalk, via sound truck and radio, 
The money isn’t up to yaude sal- ’ fy tor an m. c. run aie i ee , att 
8 y ad | and Sophie Tucker as the first Johns at Michigan _ was a Keith innovation here, the 
es ary standard but, according to the | pneaatiner. Boswell Sisters open Chicago, Nov. 23. idea of William J. Tubbert, local 
ie actors, it is much better than that | Friday (27). — - Although still paralyzed in the! anager 
le being offered by the indie vaude RKO states ther , legs fr the aut ‘eile arubient anager. 
D 2 stz ‘ } @ won't be any — N 23 £&s trom 1@ automobti acciden me : , t - 
wid bookers. regular budget increase for the New policy at set Cnet’ titan of two months ago, Fred LaReine, RKO sound truck, on a Coast to 
+ , 1 © ys - . i . ry ‘ 
oy, Past year has seen a definite | Coliseum, but more name acts lix) betes in Brooke Johns as m.c former agent and actor, is expected} Coast tour, was in syracuse ail 
ae growth of club entertainment in the | probably will be booked there.| Johns is in for pain weeks with a to _ — New St. Jose = i week and gave Tubbert the hunch, 
“ i . 2 , renctheni - - £ cl a cas ital, Milwaukee, in six weeks. La- : 
,; east. According to club show book- | Further strengthe ning will be in| month’s and then a years’ option. ae ; } vo se , y ond = hi , Truck as a rule relies upon records 
1 ers and operators, this is to the |the supporting acts around the] te is getting $1,000 a week, Girl|, oy feet, which | - ier é ae 
a dearth of stage shows which were | names. will - "se i. to a salle with is a favorable sign. | for strec t ballyhoo. Tubbert got the 
ut replaced by straight pictures in = Toh pate 7 . Only time can tell if LaReine| idea of using the acts on the stage 
ut many neighborhood spots. The club . sealed Armida was under consid- } wil] be invalided for life or will re-| bill instead, and then arranged for 
a ae ° 9 eration. gain the use of his legs. An opera- | Station WSYR ick tt ide- 
shows are intimate affairs of a non- Le 6§ 500 : en | Sain se ¢ s legs. pera- | Station WSYR to pick up the side 
De critical nature. WIS ’ . roe a oa ig gas Pa before, | tion to remove pressure and crushed | walk performances by remote con- 
dé Nate Leipzig, for instance, long a aa a 0s ns ae ge oF “ntire pro-| vertebrae from the spine was suc-|trol for broadcasting. 
re feature on class vaude bills with his . ° a a See cessfully performed three weeks Orchestra was set up on the side- 
n't y f : Starting in February Ted Lewis ago. -alk in fr f th heat Act 
card manipulating, hasn’t played a b e 2 7 : ’ wa in front of the theatre. cts 
ne vaude date in four years prefer i renege Gavel Gavan Giants Wenemee Ed W. Il H LaReine’s case is rare in suUr-}qgiq their stuff before the mikes 
oferring | for RKO: 5 : ; ~~ rena ve -curre ws Py a 
me pier tr va % hasero Hons $6,500. Charlie Morrison na aliace opper for Be iat It = ne ei occurred pre-|j:nreq with both the sound truck 
8 i . ° viously Milwaukee. ; - . 
ne Lewis’ salary probably will keep F-M m New England Po pe cae Ce gas and radio station. Ken Sparnon, 
aie , “es a: orchestra leader, was m.c. for the 
him off.the intact route, but the 7 ¥ 
? 7 = ’ ' J é é 2S wr: - - ore ec oi a+ . let Aa ey 
“ Moore-Joyce s ee Try TRBIfl Howard mid-western time and], — — Me S0NSer goes ran MURRAY-BRIAN ACT WAITS programs given at noon on Friday 
the New York theat ilabl chon & Marco for showing in the Hollywood, Nov. 23 jand Saturday 
w lov ne New ror 1eatres are avaliable |p Io] as : ae yV¥ » 3 - £0. 1d Bi ay. 
is T M ‘ Hollywood, Nov. 23. at that figure. : ; wee |Fox-Poll spots in New Haven, Hart- Ken Murray’s act with Mary Programs ran for about 30 min- 
ire Peto GF oore and Alice Joyce are ford and Bridgeport. Possible Roxy, | Brian, set for RKO, has been post-|utes. They i:ed up traffic in front 
me sadwas’ Aik > Bow Om, wretten oy Chica Nov. 8 New York, will follow. poned until the comic finishes a]lof the theatre. 
icy g ved en Woolf. Ted Lewis o Rae mon ak ae = aaiae Hopper is set to open at the | picture engagement. Friday’s broadcast plugged cur- 
re< opr Pag ry out at Long Beach Sctnntat “wd ot gt wre “ad aa Poli-Palace, New Haven, Dec. 11. He is going into ‘Girl Crazy’ for|rent and coming shows, while Sat- 
whataneag _ A Marriage Has Been | ~ we F : = or Radio. urday’s gave a great send off to the 
Arranged’, but dropped the act after | ™ = ye "e k J Harl . P 1 new bill 
the showing date. ooking is for two weeks. : 
ean Farlow § rersonals | MISS ETTING’S RKO WEEKS wena 
9 Hollywood, Nov. 23. Ruth Etting returns to vaudeville 
Ethel Colt $ Act a rag map has oe booked by | Jan. 2 to play the RKO, New York, 40 Minutes from Broadway 
ee es ne = ale. arners for a personal appearance | theatres. 
. MATT BROOKS Ethel Barrymore Colt will take a] tour of its eastern deluxers. ce PRESIDENT HOTEL 
KO fling at vaude after she completes “ae i ‘ , Sane pia) i le al te 5 E 
P : First date is being set for early | of the Palace. on the Boardwalk 
out In a Fanchon & Marco Idea her ‘Scandals’ engagement. January. Long Beach, L. I., New York 
and with She is already preparing an act. aie =+Or+=- 
en PAT WEST REJOINS F-M NICELY FURNISHED SUITES 
Ww , a - , : ee sel Room with 2? Per 
wo REN BARD Ciiticiies Sues RESUMES FOR RKO Pat West will open a I anchon pan ee S16 Bee 
a CRETARY Estelle Taylor, who played only | Marco route Jan. 28 at Los Angeles. | Reome anh Q $35 45 = 
r @ Los Angeles, Nov. 23. four days of a week’s engagement West formerly played three solid Kitchenette & Bath § to Month 
; , ~~ s 7 4 : 7 72 for thi firm before coming Convenient Trains—Day anc Night 
wi . Nothing Uke versatility = ajat Newark for RKO, comes back for ye fot alg ied . 24-Hr. Telephone and Elevator Service 
— MMY MYRTLE — agent’s office. ig ecg the circuit Saturday (28) to split a |“ ida Seigcuis Telephone Long Beach 3000 
: fager’s secretary, keeps her | week between the Madison, Brook- — 
; CONLIN and GLASS fingers dancing over the typewriter |lyn, and Chester. RACQUEL’S LOEW DATE : - - 
S. Enroute RKO and comptometer keys in office Added RKO dates are offered in Racquel Torres, Mexican screen DANCING INSTRUCTORS i} 
N hours, support of denial that Miss Taylor | player, will be at Loew’s State, New P i eons. TAP MUSICAL 4 
Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK Nights she goes out, booked as| walked out in Newark. Her with- | York, week of Nov. 28. COMEDY, BALLET and ACROBATIC DANCING. H Gk! 
Palace Theatre Bidg., Gloria May, and struts the gams on|drawal was supposedly due _ to No further vaude time has been | Must be expert in their respective lines, Appli- a.) 
New York City lub dz , , a rations strictly confidential. Had 
club dates. laryngitis. set by Loew for Miss Torres. Box 40, Care Variety, 154 W. 46th St., WM. Y. CG. ie a 
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Tue Marx Bros. 


Smashing Box Office Records ! 


Palace, Columbus 


MARX BROS. (Week Oct. 31) $27,800.00 All Time 


(PERSONAL APPEARANCES) 


- Average Week 


$12,000.00 





Record 











-_ Albee, Cincinnati - Average Week $20,000.00 | i 
MARX BROS. (Week Nov. 7) $35,500.00 All Time Record i 
Palace, Chicago - Average Week $21,000.00 
= MARX BROS. (Week Nov. 14) $30,000.00 All Time Record 
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CORIO DRAW GOES OFF 
UNDER FIVE AT IRV. PL. 


Burlesque receipts at the Irving 
Place during the Ann Corio engage- 
ment with the wheel show, ‘Girls 
In Blue,’ failed to bring the biz 
expected. The house is reported 
doing less than $5,000. 





Changes occurred with the stock 
personnel Saturday (21). Johnny 
Weber and Shorty McAllister, com- 
ics, were dropped. 

Another addition to the _ strip 
femme corps this week when Con- 
nie St. Clair started an extended 
stay. 





Watson’s in Wheel? 


Billy Watson’s Orpheum, Pater- 
son, may become a link in the Co- 
lumbia Wheel chain between New- 
ark and Union City. 

B. C. Meyers, attorney for Wat- 
son, was in New York last Thurs- 
day for a conference with Wheel 
execs. 

Watson, now playing stock, 
pears circuit-lured by the 
guarantee cut to $1,370. 


NEW BROOKLYN STOCK 


Harry Abbott’s new stock at the 
Empire, Brooklyn, opened last Sat- 
urday (21). 

The cast includes Charles Goldie 
and Al Watson, comics; Harry 
Evanson, Verna, Buddy Abbott, Jean 
Bodine, Viola Spaeth, Bryan Wolf, 
Jimmy Walters, Ritzi Phillips, Paul 
Ryan, Mildred Franklin, Betty Ab- 
bott, Lou Leroy, Babe Abbott, 

Eddie Aversan in the pit. 


ap- 
recent 








Singer’s Midgets Back with 
RKO at $3,000 Weekly 


Singer's Midgets will return to 
RKO in December for the first time 
in five years. Troupe open in 
Columbus Dec, 26 at $3,000 a week. 

Act has been routed for the entire 
intact trip and the unit will carry 
only two other acts instead of the 
usual four, Weeden and Schultz 
agented. 





F-M ORIENTAL UNIT 


Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 
All-Oriental unit is being assem- 
bling by Leon Leonidoff to open for 
Fanchon & Marco in about three 


weeks, 
Leonidoff is looking for enough 
Oriental girls for a chorus. He al- 


ready has Kikuta Japs, tumbling 
act, etc., and Jue Fong for the unit. 
It’s still untitled. 





MAX TISHMAN’S 3 


Max Tishman has three new acts 
in production, all through the 
Jimmy Plunkett office. 

Joe Besser is rehearsing one with 
four people. Dorothy Lull (5) and 
Thelma Temple, with Cliff Lang, are 
the others. 





Schallmans Get St. Charles 
Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Two more vaude dates arrive for 
Thanksgiving week. Arcadia, St. 
Charles, Ill., opens with three acts 
on the weekends, sent out from the 
Schallman office instead of RKO as'* 
formerly. 

Myers theatre, Janesville, Wis., 
also takes a trio of turns for the 
weekends through the Charlie Ze- 
mater desk. 








NOBLE 


(CONTAGIOUS RHYTHM 


As Offered You by 


AND HIS INTERNATIONAL ORCHESTRA 
in the FLORENTINE GRILL of the 


PARK CENTRAL HOTEL 


55th Street and Seventh Avenue, New York 


SISSLE 





NOBLE SISSLE 


WILL PLAY NIGHTLY 


From 7:00 to 10:00 P. M., and 11:00 P. M. to 2:00 
Call WILLIAM, Circle 7-8000, for Reservations 


and His Orchestra 





DANCE THE 


COME ON, LETS GET TOGETHER, 


BLUES AWAY 








ceemnanlll 


Largest Single Rooms in New York 
$3.50 AND UP—SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES 


Radio Outlets, Electric Refrigeration, Swimming Pool, Period 
Salons, and Roof Patios for Private Functions 


PETITIONS. FOR VAUDE 
AT THE ROCKAWAYS 


Tack-a-Pou-Sha, regular Demo- 
cratic organization of Edgemere, 
L. I, has on a campaign to promote 
the return of vaudeville to the 
Strand, Far Rockaway. It went 
pictures when the talkers came in. 

The club sent petitions to civic 
organizations in the district which 
includes the Rockaways and feeder 
territory. They ask for a vaudfilm 
policy. 

At the present time there is no 
such house at the shore. All who 
want vaude entertainment must 
journey to Jamaica, Brooklyn or 
New York, 








REPUBLIC 
(Stock) 


Out front in lights the title of 
the stock show at the Republic was 
‘Justine Odor from Cologne.’ This 
Billy Minsky bon mot was switched 
inside on the program cover to 
‘What’s in a Name.” Jt would make 
no difference what they call it, it’s 
burlesque here or at the Irving 
Place downtown. See one see ’em 
all. What passes for burlesque is 
in name only. Only diff here is 
that Minsky for $1.59 top tries to 
embellish strippers with a _ back- 
ground. He tries to cross you with 
a voiceless stripper doing a song 
before she strips. It all looks like 
a 1900 turkey musical with grind 
and teaser added. 


There is nothing much to talk 
about even with this show which 
Minsky has placed as the creme de 
la creme of burly of today. A little 
seven-piece pit band labors away 
all through trying to make seven 
go where a dozen should be A 
Mr. Gould sports the only semblance 
of a voice. Mainstay of the show 
is the strippers please most. Noth- 
ing much means anything to the 
mob out front but undraped shapes. 
These they applauded. The come- 
dians tried to follow strips at odd 
times with no takers for the gaggers. 


A double runway is featured for 
a few trips of the chorus but also 
means little. Runways are tame 
stuff now. What the finish will be 
only Minsky knows. He has hired 
Grover Frankie to stage the weekly 
shows. Frankie’s job is simple. 
Follow each full stage number at- 
tempt with a strip and there’s your 
show. 


A few specialty acts are woven 
in, mostly hoofers, one of them in- 
volving three colored boys. 


Girls in the chorus have that far 
away look. It’s a business with them. 
The audience is funnier than the 
show. Sailors here and there mixed 
up with Bull Montana looking 
muggs wearing caps and a light 
sprinkling of women. 

Cast includes Jack Greenman, 
Gertie Foreman, Harry Clexx, Peg- 
gy Wilson, Al Golden, Gypsey Rose 
Lee, Mile. Verne, Bert Carr, Lillian 
Murray, Elinore Walent, Zonyia Du 
Val and others. Earl. 


BARE FACTS 


(Columbia) 


Produced by Ed. Baley. Principal wo- 
man, Lola Pierce; Joe Grant, comic and 
Jimmy France, straight man. At Irving 
Place, New York. 


——— 





Lola Pierce, 
troupe, doesn’t come to the fore 
until toward the end of the first 
half, shortly before intermission. 
Then she puts on a strip number 
that gives the boys the limit. Here 
it was the climax of the show and 
left the 14th street mob in a tumult. 
Next scene had to play halfway 
through rounds of holdover ap- 
plause, 

‘Bare Facts’ as a show by itself 
doesn’t rate much. The stock com- 
pany has more to do and does it 
better than the troupe. 

Three stock  teaser-strippers, 
Peggy Reynolds, Joy St. Clair and 

(Continued on page 55) 








Dows Add 


Fox theatre, Buffalo, N. Y.; Glove, 
Gloversville; Avon, Watertown, N. 
Y.; Fox, Niagara Falls, and the 
Oneonta, Oneonta, N. Y., added to 
the indie books of Al and Belle Dow. 

Booking started in these houses 
from the Dow office last Saturday 
(21). 











star femme of this |. 


- 2 on 
‘Sugar Hill’ in Philly 
. Bey 5 J 
And Casino’s Burlesque 
Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 

On top of the opening of Fay’s 
theatre, West Philadelphia, on a 
straight vaude policy, comes word 
of two more new enterprises for 
this town. 

This Wednesday (25) on a mid- 
night show, United Chain, Inc., 
which has been operating Nixon’s 
Grand on a deluxe vaudeville scale, 
presents the first of a series of negro 
revues at the Liberty, formerly the 
Dunbar. Show is ‘Sugar Hill’ and 
stars Miller and Lyles. It will play 
here two weeks before going to New 
York. 

On Thursday, burlesque will be 
returned to the Casino under inde- 
pendent management. 





Burlesk People Coy 

The Chicago trio of stock bur- 
lesque men who came to New York 
seeking principals returned last 
week with only one principal, May 
Sunday. 

All those approached were either 
under contract here or didn’t care 
about leaving New York. 


In the trio were Milt Schuster, 
caster, and Fred Clark, producer, 





Burlesque Changes 


Mickey Marwood out of Gotham 
stock (Bronx). 


Charles Harris replaced Buddy 
Harris at Werba’s (Brooklyn) 
stock; in same Co. Jack Ormsby, 
supplanted Boob McManus, 

Tilly Griffin replaced Betty Ab- 
bott and Bert Grant succeeded 
Buddy Abbott. 





WHEELER’S BODYGUARDS 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Bert Wheeler obtained permission 
for an armed bodyguard following 
reported extortion attempt and 
kidnaping threat against his daugh- 
ter. 
His secretary and his constant 
companion, Nate Stein, are both 
packing rods for Wheeler, 





Haymarket’s Receivership 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 
Haymarket theatre building, bur- 
lesque spot, went into the hands of 
the receiver last week. 
Warren Irons now operating the 
spot with burley stock, 


as 


FOUR WHEEL CHORINES 
TO SHARE ONE TRUNK! 


Elimination of one of two stage 
hands from Columbia wheel showg 
carries with it instructions to ay 
producers on the wheel from the 
LA.T.S.E. heads. Flat scenery jg 
out. Drapes or so-called soft hang. 
ers must be used. Not over 19 
hanging pieces to a show and no 
travelers 

Arrangement is part of the agree. 
ment between the union and I, q, 
Herk. Canavan agreed to eliminate 
one stage hand if the shows were 
lightened for the one remaining 
union stage hand traveling with 
each show. Along with these recu- 
lations each show must hire a local 
stage hand in each town to unload, 

The question of number of trunks 
to be carried by each troupe wag 
also threshed out by Canavan. Out- 
come is to limit each show to 39 
trunks. This includes two trunks 
for each of nine principals, four or 
five for scenery, two for other show 
properties and rest for the chorus, 
It means that the three or four girls 
will have to share one trunk among 
them for hotel use. 

Canavan believes he has stretcheg 
a point even in letting the show 
carry 30 trunks. Herk is willing to 
try but dubious. If conditions on 
the shows become unbearable 
through the crowding of trunks, the 
principals will have to give up hotel 
trunks or Canavan and Herk will 
go into another huddle. 











Michaels Tries Stock 
The 


Empire, Toledo, opens 
Christmas week with stock pro- 
duced by Sam Michaels. 

Michaels is a former Mutual 


wheel producer. 








3 RHYTHM 
DANCERS 


4TH CONSECUTIVE WEEK 
at RKO Palace, N. Y. 
RKO Dir. Harry A. Romm 














BOBBY MAY 


“Doing Something New” 
With JOE HOLMES 


Edw. 8S. Keller ouR-K-O 
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Marcus Loew!) 
BOOKINGAGENCY 
General Executive Offices 
LOEW BUILDING 
ANN EX 


160 WEST 46"ST- 
BRYANT 7800 NEW YORK CITY 





J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


er 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
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ROBINS TRIO 


“WHIRL—TWIRL—AND A GIRL” 
OPENING IN FANCHON and MARCO’S “CO-ED” UNIT 


NOVEMBER 26 AT THE DENVER, DENVER, COLO. 


Direction CHAS. J. FITZPATRICK, 160 West 46th Street, New York. BRyant 9-1691 





























Th 


here 
ment 
hous 
temp 
arou 
act. 
the 
althc 
Loew 
with 
Lo 
that 
talk 
hous 
miss 
caus 
hanc 
rovb: 
valu 
The 
good 
Ch 
on 
after 
num 
start 
movi 
gow! 
on t 
tisti« 
Pe 
Lea 
acro! 
eo-st 
Miss 
in tl 
does 
once 
phen 
ban¢ 
rhyt 
echo 
own 
chan 
perc 
In t 
full 
his 
dres: 
apat 
fire 
In 
coul 
The) 
with 
hits 
the 
lot | 
feet. 
He 
be si 
with 
ings. 
of tl 
Ye 
is di 
tol | 
a Cu 
Me 
ond 
Asto 


iy u 


eet: @Gcre od 


| ad 
© 


Fy ws ee e 


s"7r 290 2 @ 


we 
- 


@@eoret Wa 


—- 


‘a -- 


on ('6 


Sb 











| SEER es ee AE ene 

















Tuesday, November 24, 1931 





FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 31 





= 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Nov. 20. 
The Billy House ‘Holidays’ unit 


here this week is a Loew experi- 
ment with a story idea for picture 
house presentations. For this at- 
tempt a 40-minute show was built 
around House’s full stage comedy 
act. It proves nothing, through 
the production department’s fault, 
although it may tend to influence 
Loew’s against further experiments 
with the same idea. 

Loew’s only advance fear was 
that a unit based principally on 
talk might be lost in the big film 
houses. The House unit doesn’t 
miss for that reason. It misses be- 
cause the producer, instead of en- 
hancing the House vaudeville act, 
robbed it of much of its natural 
value with detrimental trimmings. 
The producer gave the turn two 
good looking sets but nothing else. 

Chester Hale’s sixteen-girl lineis 
on most of the time for atmosphere 
after one number. And this one 
number is pretty bad. The girls 
start in evening gowns and, while 
moving, strip to negligee. The 
gowns and underslips are dropped 
on the way. The result is not ar- 
tistic. 

Peggy Bernier, Three Jacks and 
Lea Penman, latter a one-number 
acrobatic specialty girl, are the not- 
go-strong outside support for House. 
Miss Bernier has two songs late 
in the running, in neither of which 
does she show the knack which 
once made her one of the overnight 
phenomenons of the early stage 
band era. Three Jacks are three 
rhythm hoofers of the break-a-leg 


school. They first work on their 
own mat in ‘one’ during a scene 
change, doing okay with routine 


percussion tap and buck dancing. 
In the party scene they return in 


full dress. One of the trio gives 
his own impression of a_ well- 
dressed man by wearing white 


apats with the tails. 
fire his valet. 

In their ‘one’ interlude the Jacks 
could be helped by new costuming. 
They’re now wearing red coats 
with large silver lapels. The light 
hits the lapels, bounds back into 
the audience’s eyes and detracts a 
lot of attention from the dancing 
feet. 

House looked like his style would 
be suitable in a picture house, along 
with his act, with strong surround- 
ings. He had the burden for most 
of the unit’s 40 minutes. 

Yasha Bunchuk’s pit symphony 
fs dishing out the customary Capi- 
tol forte music, this week playing 
a Cuban medley. 

Metro’s ‘The Guardsman’ on sec- 
ond run here after a $2 trip at the 
Astor. Business fair Friday night. 

Bige. 


CHINESE, L. A. 


Hollywood, Nov. 13. 


In the endless shuffling of theatre 

licies locally, Grauman’s Chinese 
has again popped up as a $1.50 two- 
a-day stand for run pictures with 
stage shows. Resumption of this 
policy after a stretch of day-and- 
dating straight pictures with the 
downtown Criterion is of much 
gratification to Hollywood boulevard 
merchants, who have said that when 
the glamor of Grauman’s Chinese 
departs, so goes the glamor of the 
Doulevard. These merchants led a 
vigorous campaign for return of the 
31.50 shows. 

Hollywood boulevard was again 
fits former self with the $5 opening 
night of ‘The Champ.’ There was 
the battery of roving arc-lights, the 
dense knot of peasant fighting for 
glimpses of ermined picture royalty, 
and a squad of marines in the fore- 
court to greet the guest of honor, 
Vice-President Charles Curtis, in 
Louis B. Mayer’s party. It was all 
80 typically Hollywood as to bring 
lumps to the throats of those who 
have been paying classy rents just to 
have Hollywood boulevard as their 
store address. 

Inside, ‘The Champ’ (Metro) dem- 
onstrated its ability to give the $1.50 
Policy a rousing send-off, but it is 
Setting little assistance from the 
stage show, ‘Once Upon a Time,’ 
which is a reconditioned Fanchon & 
Marco unit produced by Gae Foster 
and first seen by audiences at the 
Poli, New Haven. Only portion of 
the unit bearing any resemblance to 
the price and intended atmosphere 
of the house is a spectacle employ- 
ing a huge smoke-breathing dino- 
saur which was brought from the 
Roxy and brings $630 royalties 
weekly to the manufacturers. 

Talent section includes Keith Wil- 
bur with an outmoded vocal imita- 
tions routine; Franklyn Record, 
tenor, who failed to make a har- 
monious hookup with the orchestra 
at the first performance; Dorothea 
and Helene Blossom, roustabout sis- 
ter team who have no voices but 
Sing, and Raye, Ellis and LaRue, 
two-man and girl adagio act who 
have added much grace to the rou- 
tine by working in waltz time. 

The 16 line girls have no number 
employing footwork, but make an 


He ought to 





;orch 


impression with a Zulu hut routine] 


Wherein they turn the _ half-shell 


huts about, sit in them, and on a} 


dark 


Stage manipulate their arms |} 
covered to the elbows with phos- 
Phorous in a fast succession of pat- 
terns. Props for this were also 
brought from the Roxy, but the ef- | 
fectiveness Was somewhat dimmed 


j 


by another similar savage number 
done to ‘Minnie the Moocher.’ 

Opening number had the tenor 
singing against a projected full- 
stage motion picture of a rocky sea- 
coast while the ballet eased through 
a veil dance. The girls were also in 
on the dinosaur finish, screaming 
and hotfooting around while the 
mechanical dinosaur lifted the 
femme member of the adagio trio 
and with its flexible neck projected 
her over the audience and back. 
Without that the show would have 
been a dud, and even with it the 
unit as a whole is weak stuff. 

The Blossom sister team reciting 
introductions to numbers in strained 
voices and then tearing into the 
childish hoke were a strange sight 
in the formal quality of the opening 
night display. Likewise Wilbur’s 
beast-fowl-and-banjo imitations, 

Dion Romandi’s pit orchestra car- 
ried the stage show accompaniment 
assignment capably. 

Pete Smith’s ‘Athletic Daze’ 
(Metro) and Fox and Hearst news- 
reel clips completed. 

Feature has demonstrated a fine 
draw and will compensate for the 
below-par stage performance. Fan- 
chon & Marco should have no trou- 
ble bettering the stage end, which 
must be of higher quality after ‘The 
Champ’ moves out. 

Egyptian, also on Hollywood bou- 
levard, is now day-and-dating on a 
grind with the Criterion. Bang. 


STANLEY, J. C. 


Plenty of attention given to pro- 
duction this week, and rightly so. 
With everything a house can ask 
to produce with, it would be a 
shame to turn these shows into 
mere vaudeville, as it seemed they 
were, tending until last week. 

A new m.c., Ted Mack, follows Ed 
Lowry, but aside from a present- 
able appearance and a good speak- 
ing voice he shows little. Intro- 
duced by Milton Charies, Mack 
gagged a bit, and then the curtain 
discloses a novel set with carefully 
hung dark purple drapes in back 
with a tentlike arrangement of 
light color before. It is closed, with 
an opening at op. Girls emerge 
from this and come down two nar- 
row stairways. Charmingly dressed 
in rose pajamas and silver bras- 
sieres, they dance a little. Half of 
the tent front is raised and the 
band appears beneath in a straight 
line. The Congrove Brothers do 
some astounding taps. Nothing 
trickier has been seen here and the 
house rocks. 

With straight singing of two 
numbers, Sylvia Froos also wins. 
For the second she asks for a table, 
and Mack assuring her that Warner 
Brothers’ service won't fail, an 
usher brings in her needs with ex- 
aggerated precision and courtesy. 
Mack and the house engage in a 
struggle as to an encore. He tries 
to explain why she can’t repeat, but 
is drowned out. He wins by Bobby 
Pinkus slipping in without an- 
nouncement and getting at once 
knocked down by Mack. With a re- 
turn to ‘one,’ Pinkus is all over the 
stage and on it, getting knocked 
down as well as falling. He sings, 
does a comedy dance, and they 
howl. 

Back to full stage, the band is 
now in the pit and the tent has 
disappeared. The purple is the only 
color, with the stage now on two 
levels. Girls are now platinum 
blondes in short silver tights and 
brassieres and just a fluff of pale 
blue or gray chiffon on each arm. 
In a flash of silver they dance, and 
then introduce specialties which 
click. With Mack calling out that 
they will dance anything he asks 
for, they dance all sorts of things— 
Chinese, Egyptian, Hariem, etc., to 
the same tune smartly changed in 
rhythm. They go outin a hot num- 
ber announced as an old-fashioned 
minuet. Entire routine is good. 

In ‘one’ Mack introduces Alice 
White, who is cordially received. 
She looks attractive in a very pale 
shimmery mauve gown. Speaks 
simply and briefly. Miss White 
dances neatly a waltz with a part- 
ner, getting close to adagio work. 
Then she sings a comic song to 
Mack, riding out on his back. A 
marimba band of four plays while 
the girls in bouffant light dresses 
and broad hats in Latin style dance 
Spanish stuff. For the next num- 


ber they pose on the stairs. Mack 
then sings and is liked. 

Miss White, now dressed in a 
black evening gown lined with 


orange, dances again with her part- 
ner with more adagio movements. 
Again she clicks. She then makes 
Mack dance a tango with her her, 
and the show ends a little tamely. 
Miss White shows she has the stuff 
and the personality. Needs a lit- 
tle more material, and without los- 
ing her’ sincere’ simplicity she 
should gain a bit more assurance 
for a house as large as this. 
Gabriel Hines registers as usual 
with his orchestra playing Herbert 
melodies with the organ in. The 
also plays effectively through 
Pathe news and the _ spirited 
trailer of announcements. 
Charles at the console now 
nated in three different sets ol 
sings two numbers with no 
attempt at audience singing. A 


the 
illumi- 


eolors 


i hetter recs ption ihan usual 


Good feature 


Austin. 


‘Local Boy Makes 








| youngest generation hoofed. 
| reneration, a girl, came on for a few 


Milton | 
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ROXY 


‘Elements’ is the ponderous title 
of the Roxy stage proceedings 
which turn out to be somewhat 


muddled ideas made into glittering 
spectacle. But the finale redeems 
by its pageantry for spotty enter- 
tainment preceding. This climax 
has the stage built up into a ter- 
raced pyramid in black, the giris 
emerging as figures in brilliant red 
from what represents the crater of 


a volcano, and moving slowly down | 





the steps dragging behind them an| 


enormous expanse of cloth of 
to represent the 
an upheaval. 
The evolution is managed slowly 
which is unusual for the 
Roxyettes, but the pictorial 


precision steps that must be a part 
of any presentation if the customers 
are to be made contented, whether 
simultaneous leg moyements have 
anything to do with volcanos or not. 

So much for the ‘Fife episode’. 
The other two elements, ‘Water’ and 


‘Air,’ were not so successful, par- 
ticularly ‘Air’ for which the stage 


centers attention on the casting act 
of Three Aces and a Queen, at- 
tractive enough an acrobatic num- 
ber to open or close a vaudeville 
show, but all out of order 
Roxy spotlight bit. 

‘Water’ was the muddled spec- 
tacle, with the girls in futuristic 
costumes and the action supplied by 
the adagio dance done by Harrison 
and Fisher as the center of the 
dance ensemble. Under-sea effect 
missed altogether. Whole episode 
was weak in ideas, the same lack of 
graphic symbolism that contented 
itself with a casting turn for the 
‘Air’ simile. 

Vocal ensemble comes in for 
‘Earth,’ which is really but a pre- 
lude to the excellent ‘Fire’ spectacle. 
Stage is masked by a scrim with the 
choir faintly visible in serried ranks 
posed upon the black pyramid and 
picture of a rocky mountain peak 
projected upon the scrim. 

Singers open a heavy chanting 
number like an oratorio as the 
mountain fades and the scrim flies 
to reveal the volcano, topped at first 
by a woman’s figure the center of 
swirling silk in a Loie Fuller fire 
dance effect. Climax ensemble 
dance routine is led by Patricia 
Bowman in a spirited number, 
rounding out a first rate production 
splurge. 

Program specifies a finale tableau 
called ‘Sunrise,’ but it doesn’t de- 
velop, the finish being the exit of 
the Roxyettes back through the 
voleano crater with the mere sug- 
gestion of another whirl of silk. 
Apparently on viewing of the fin- 
ished staging of the ‘Fire’ incident, 
it became plain to the director that 


anything added would be anti- 
climax. 
Feature is ‘Over the Hill,’ sound 


version of the old Fox silent of the 
same name and a strong senti- 
mental subject, in for two weeks 
and calculated to hold up for that 
length of engagement, helped by the 
names of James Dunn and Sally 
Bilers. An exceptionally well made 
Mickey Mouse short, ‘The Beach 
Party’ and Movietone clips com- 
plete the show, which measures up 
all around. Medley of Franz Liszt 
compositions is used for the over- 
ture, quite in the Roxy manner. 
Rush. 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 18. 

Just why Leonidoff's name is 
tacked onto this unit is a mystery. 
If it takes a Roxy stager to throw 
four acts and an m.c, together, then 
it’s okay. As it stands, the ‘Mid- 
nite’ unit is away below the Fan- 
chon & Marco standard. ; 

Gautier’s dog act; the Five Pet- 
ley’s trampoline bar workers; Libo- 
nati Trio, xylophonists; Nash and 


ately, chatter, dancing and rope- 
spinning team, and Lynn Cowan, 


m.c., are grouped. With exception 
of Cowan, they rate as minor acts. 

Five Petleys, closing, would play 
much better if not hampered by two 
large saxophones built against their 
rigging, which masks off their bar 
work. Caught at the second show 
Thursday night. 

Gautier’s dogs open the presenta- 


tion following introduction by 
Cowan. Animals please but are no 


riot and are only two weeks behind 
Gordon's dogs, which by 
don’t help the Gautier kennel. 
Libonati Trio, billed as three gen- 
erations of xylophone players, 
started off with only two genera- 
tions showing because the curtain 
in rising took away one of the xylo- 
phones, and it was the final number 
before generation number three got 


the thing together again. Mean- 
time the oldest generation whammed 
away on his instrument while the 


Middl 


together 


1 


steps after getting her xy! 


Nash and Fately in next-to-cio 
ing position are promising if they 
“et some material. Man is a seven 
footer, while the girl barely reaches 


and 
fair, but their chatter is 
Both can handle lines. 

with nothing 


five feet. 
dancing is 
away off. 


Five Petleys close 


gold | 
flow of lava from | 


| taining subje: 
bustling | 
punch | 


is abundantly there. End of the} 
scene has the girls down at the 
| mountain base waving fluttering 
bits of red and yeHow silk in| 
stimulation of fire and then | 
straightening out in line for the 


for a} 


contrast | 











NEWSREELS 








TRANSLUX 


The serious Grandi is a laugh at 
both newsreel theatres. His ‘peo- 
pler’ and ‘er’ on everything okay 
until he reaches Lindbergh. Com- 
edy prevails from then on. 

Both houses have edited down 
coverage of the Sing Sing football 
game until they come fairly close 
to muffing one of the most enter- 

ts yet offered on their 
This one clip could have 
easily been allowed to replace three 
or four of the regular magazine 
type. No closeups of convicts, 
players or guards. 

The 12-year-old 
four years of her life in a closet 
because of queer parents is inter- 
viewed by Pathe. Stunted in growth, 
the girl is in the care of a nurse. 

Last week Paramount ‘failed to 
take advantage of the nance char- 
acterization of one of its eamera- 
men, while Fox and Pathe used the 





screens. 


child who spent 


clip for the greatest laugh getter 
in months. This week Par gets the 
same photographer to do an ‘ex- 
clusive’ at the pet show. Laughs 
are as heavy as they were at the 
debut. 

In sports Paramount uses the 
long lens on the Notre Dame- 


Navy game. Clip is closely clipped. 
The Rangers in the initial hockey 
game of the season and the Hoover 
Eleven of old Stanford days pro- 
vide the rest in sports. Contact man 
must have played coach at the 
Hoover gathering because the boys 
of 35 years ago have a tough time 
passing the pigskin today. 

Opportunity to dig into the li- 
brary is afforded Pathe in Mayor 
Walker’s plea for Mooney’s release. 
The Mayor is shown talking with 
California’s Governor. 

Whether it’s a gag or not. office 
girls in the Western Union head- 
quarters are caught by Pathe do- 


ing their inter-office errands on 
roller skates. 


Universal again heavy for the odd 
ones. An English town falling apart 
because of extraction of lime from 
the soil; egg painter; trolley that 
goes 100 miles an hour; Ford shelv- 
ing machinery to give extra labor 
a chance on his farm; Ohio town 
closing school to let the kids pick 
grapes—are a few. 

Intimate scenes at the Rumanian 
palace with posings by young roy- 
alty and the rest of the family are 
claimed exclusives by U. 

Several weeks ago the Embassy 
had a Japanese and a Chinese give 
their versions of the controversy. 


This week the Luxer does it with 
different individuals. 

Other clips include English light- 
house, nevel German plane, Nevada 
Senator talking about the silver 
standard, Bayonne bridge, unveil- 
ing of the Wilson memorial at 
Richmond, Erwin Rudolph showing 
some billiard shots, corn husking 
in Illinois and the youngest boy 
traps player. Waly. 


EMBASSY 


Theodore Dreiser tells his story 
about toothpicking in Kentucky and 
fails to impress the average reel fan. 
As an actor he is an amateur com- 
pared to George Bernard Shaw. The 
poise is not there. Dreiser did not 
read from script like Shaw. Better 
that he had, because his fidgeting 
around for words and expressions 
does no coincide with the ‘Trag- 
edy’ vocabulary. 

Embassy is making a featurette of 
the unemployment drive this week. 
That is following a Toronto Santa 
Claus parade, toy makers in Ger- 
many, Mrs. Hearst and the Milk 
Fund and, lastly, a regular half-reel 
comedy with Bob Benchley showing 
how not to carve the turkey. 

Germany, incidentally, fills out a 
large portion of the program. The 
violinist making the lions and tigers 
yowl in the zoo is good entertain- 
ment, But those dancing girls, 
singing this time, are overplayed. 

Vienna, on the other hand, has a 
boy who could play the Palace and 
then go into pictures. He is the 
best orchestra-in-one yet exhibited 
on the newsreel screen. Embassy 
gives a little space to the Academy 
awards made recently in Los An- 
geles. 

Excellent subject handled equally 
well is the Aquitania coming 
through its last stormy trip. Just 
enough footage for the average pat- 
ron not to get seasick. 

Sports include hockey with the 
Rangers and Falcons playing in 
New York, and the Black Hawks 
and Americans duplicating in Chi- 
cago. Lighting in the greater part 
of these clips is poor. Intercollegi- 
ate cross-countrying, Londos once 
more, fox hounds and French 
hounds are others. Notre Dame and 
the Navy have a few of the big 
plays recorded, although none of the 
camera brilliance in the Pennsyl- 
vania set-to in last week’s program 
is evidenced in the current assign- 
ment. 

Other events include those gener- 





ally covered. Waly 





out of the ordinary in trampoline or 
bar work. 

Lynn Cowan hasn’t much chance 
to do anything, outside of introduc- 
tions. Once he gets his trick piano 
out and sings one number, ‘Sleepy 
Time Down South.’ Cowan can sell 


a song and should be handed at 
least another number. He’s the 


presentation’s high spot. 

As far as the audience was con- 
cerned, the presentation was one of 
those things. They came to see 
Joan Crawford and Clark Gable in 
‘Possessed’ (Metro). In fact they 
stood on the sidewalk all day ina 
tough wind. They were still on the 
sidewalk after the second evening 
show had started. 

Hearst and Fox news clips were 
the only other screen fare. With 
capacity business all day the theatre 
cut out the usual stage supper mew: 

all. 





TIVOLI, CHICAGO 


Chicago’s great south side, the 
pride of local picture business, is 
unhappy. And the B. & K. Tivoli, 
recognized since its erection 10 years 
ago as the ace consistent money- 
maker of the circuit, is also not 
happy. Everybody’s suffering from 
an epidemic of double featuritis. 
And particularly the Tivoli. 

This 3,500-seat house has always 
been the pet of the local circuit. 
Press agents, supervisors, managers, 
have always liked to be associated 
with this spot, because it was a sure 
winner. On total net profits it ranks 
second to the loop Chicago. 

But in the last six months, since 
the two-film spread, the grosses 
have dropped approximately 25%, 
accountable strictly to the double 
program competition, which takes in 


every south side theatre with the 
exception of the RKO Englewood 
vaudfilmer and the _ presentation 


Tivoli. 
Double features, especially on the 


|south side, are the heavy worry of 
| film business. 


At the beginning the 


two-feature idea showed results. 


| The indies were riding in the gilded 
| carriage, while B. & K. stuck to sin- 


gles, demanded that the indies re- 
turn to the one-film offer, 
threatened that if not the entire B. 
& K., straight picture group would 


— 


houses. Then Allied got into a tus- 
sle with the operators’ union, bomb- 
ing resulted, and the little trade that 
was left was ruined. 

Now it’s the independent group 
that is anxious to return to the sin- 
gle standard, while Publix-B. & K. 
would rather talk about the weather 
when the subject comes up about 
changing. 

There’s no question that the 
double features situation generally, 
and particularly on the south side, 
is a serious problem. But what’s to 
be done about it has ’em all 
stumped. The few theatres that are 
riding profitably with two features 
won't quit, and unless the move 
back to singles is unanimous there's 
not a chance for its return. 

At the Tivoli business is crimped, 
Friday nights have always been a 
sure-fire holdout occasion at the 
site. On this Friday (20) opening 
night, trade was only fair. And the 
picture was ‘Sin of Madelon Claudet’ 
(M-G), which had smacked solidly 
at the ace Chicago and was backed 
by heavy rave reviews—reviews 
which count much on this more or 
less ritzy south shore line. 

Next month Publix-B. & K. will 
open the new large seater, the 
Southtown, with double features. 

Fanchon & Marco unit, ‘Old 
Timers Idea,’ 
natural here, drawing intermittent 
applause throughout the running. 
Backed by an aura of sentiment, 
these performers, headed by 
Tanguay and Corinne and Tom 


that they had nothing new to offer. 
= then, that wasn't the inten- 
tion, 


Warners’ Hollywood 
Hollywood, Nov. 19. 





and | 


lic, gave only a scant handful of its 
members to the first matinee per- 
| formance of the Hollywood Warners’ 
|} second week of stage shows. What 
they didn’t want to see, apparently, 
was ‘Compromised’ (First National). 
The whole idea of the $2,500 stage 
| shows in this and Warner's Down- 
|town is to provide salve for weak 
pictures while Warners’ new West- 
ern takes the cream of the crop. Sit- 
uation presents a problem familiar to 
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ro into the bargain programs. The + “dhe ; ee wf een 
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iinto double features to a degree because no one can know 
it | ‘ Ss. : 
- . . . how ma the jusiness wot av 
Within a week the howl] was on/." I ‘a ag! I : s Me — have 
; , ‘ out he stave sh , 
among the independents. B. & K bash dal dro ws oP ya sha 
havir all the advantares of rel Je Stafford and a 16-piece band 
land p wer gobt led up all the trade | are providing entertainment much 
iThings were bad at the malll (Continued on page 54) 


on the stage was a 
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Kelly, were safe in spite of the fact 
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Acts 











ED LOWRY 


Master of Ceremonies 
Songs and Talk 
Audubon 
Ed Lowry is now permanent m, c. 
at the Audubon at 168th street and 


Broadway. When the Skouras Bros. 


took over the house and decided 
upon a _ stage band policy they 
booked Lowry § direct. To the 


Skouras boys Ed Lowry is perhaps 
better known than any other per- 
former in the biz. When they were 
figuring on an m. c, idea at their 
St. Louis house they obtained Low- 
ry. He stuck with them and right 
in St. Looey too for three years. 
That set Lowry in right with them 
so it was a natural conclusion that 
Ed would get the first call in the 
New York scheme of the Skouras 
policy. Hence the Audubon assign- 
ment. 

Lowry plays no musical instru- 
ments during his stage play but he 
does sing a little, dance a little, 
spring gags and make introductions 
of all the acts and directs the stage 
band when not otherwise occupied. 
Lowry’s main asset seems to be his 
infectious personality. He has an 
ingratiating smile, an openfaced ex- 
pression ideal for modern m. C¢. 
workers and he is on the stage for 
at least 65 minutes, the running 
time of fhe Audubon show. As it 
was his first day at the Audubon 
When caught the running time was 
expected to be reduced to keep the 
last show from running until after 
midnight. 

Lowry seems to be further ad- 
vanced than any other vaude m. c. 
geen hereabouts due to the injection 
in the bill of a comedy blackout in 
which he was assisted by Sophie 
Tucker, the headliner for the open- 
ing Skouras week. 

This comprised a travesty on do- 
mestic life where the husband is out 
late and the wifey calls up a boy 
friend and fills in the time until 
hubby returns for an amusing home 
‘welcome. 

Just a bit of levity but indicative 
that more will follow during Low- 
ry’s regime at the house. 

Lowry peps up a show more 
through that dynamic personality 
than anything else, yet he knows 
music and gags and sings, so looks 
like plenty of glory and applause 
for him uptown. Mark. 


HARRIS TWINS AND LORETTA 
Dance Novelty 

10 Mins.; One and Full 

86th St. 

Two boys, astonishingly alike in 
appearance, and a pretty brunet 
girl, said to come out of a presen- 
tation unit. Wherever they come 
from, they qualify for a spot in any- 
body’s theatre. One of those new- 
comers who flish into view and are 
made on the spot. Qualify as stand- 
ard material as they stand. 

No. 2 on this program. Boys in 
tuxedos appear without parade and 
go into a ‘mirror’ bit. So identical 
is their appearanc. that they need 
no mirror prop but face each other 
and go through simultaneous ges- 
tures that create the effect. Only 
a minute of this and then a pre- 
cision routine mixing first-rate 
acrobatics and holding to the pre- 
cision effect with remarkable ac- 
curacy into somersaults, front-overs 
and cart-wheels that click with the 
tap outline like clockwork. 

Girl is on for a capital session 
of legmania, with front and back 
kicks that go the limit and off 
again as drop in one flies to spe- 
cial set on full ard boys stripped 
to gladiator garb. 
first-rate 
boys and ground tumbling. 


a minimum of clothes, 


was very big here. Rush. 


SAM COSLOW ORCH. (14) 
20 Mins.; full (Special) 
Wes Wea Gao Bee Me 

Sam Coslow has been out 
since musical talkers were in am 
out of vogue. Most of his time ha 
been spent at Paramount, where h 
wrote theme songs. 


Coslow evidently has the picture 
He has based his act on what 
fie did in pictures, the mistake that 


~bug. 


picture people usually make whe 
they take to the stage. 
the band is mainly a background 
for Coslow’s singing. Were it not 
for a male vocal radio trio, The 
Three Cheers, the act would be as 
flat as a pancake. Yesterday’s song 
successes are not unlike yesterday’s 
news. A good example was the 
Three Cheers stopping the act with 
their version of ‘Yuba on His Tuba,’ 
not a Coslow number. That should 
be the tip-off. 

Orchestrations are ordinary and 
the band is neither hot nor sweet. 

Coslow hopes to take this act east. 
Bands are out unless unusual and 
the Coslow name is not strong 
enough to hold up his present com- 


<— 


An instant of 
hand-to-hand work by 
Girl 
comes back stripped down also to 
and the 
three go into an adagio that meas- 
ures with: the best,. as might be 
expected of two class acrobats and 
a girl who can make a contertion 
solo dance interesting on merit. Act 


here 


Result is 


bo. Better if he dropped them and 
did something with his piano player 
and the vocal trio. 

With his personality there’s a 
place for Coslow in vaude, but not 
conducting his present band or 
singing the choruses of songs that 
are are as out of date as the pic- 
tures they were featured in. 

Call. 


TOM DONNELLY and Co. (5) 
Talking, Singing, Dancing 

13 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Academy 


Agreeable five-people flash (2 m., 
3 w.) that’s worthy for the better 
class neighborhood combination 
stands. A little tightening, with 
possible chopping of running time, 
plus strengthening of the talk, will 
place act out front in the flash divi- 
sion. 
Donnelly shoulders most of the 
talk, acting somewhat in the man- 
ner of an m.c. After a gag with one 
of the girls interrupting him on 
opening, he slides into a song dou- 
ble with another, with that girl top- 
ping in a high-kick acrobatic spe- 
cialty of fair merit. Routining all 
along is smooth, with people brought 
on in the least awkward manner. 
A team stands out in a collegiate 
dance double. The girl, doing rub- 
ber, is carried and swung around by 
the man in an effective manner. 
Donnelly’s buck with its frills fol- 
lows. Neat specialty. 
A rumba gag applies for the fin- 
ish, with the company singing and 
rumba-ing out the old-time meller 
stunt with villlain, heroine, etc. 
This leads to curtains with one of 
the girls topping it all off in a brief 
acrobatic bit. 
Appeared second on a ~six-act 
show here and before a crowded 
house gathered plenty of applause. 
Char. 


GREAT LEON (3) 
Magician 

10 Mins.; Full 
Hippodrome 


Leon, vet magician. does a series 
of eye-foolers, yet novel and 
smoothly performed. A number of 
magical feats during the _ short 
time he is on the stage are per- 
formed without wasting any time. 
Only for L's closing bit does 
Leon make an announcement, say- 
ing it is his most difficult feat. It 
is an illusion in which a girl is 
supposedly burned in a meshed box 
and then reappears in a glass case 
containing water and sealed down. 
Fast, smooth and good anywhere. 


LEWIS and ALTEE and Co. (6) 
Dances 

16 Mins.; Full 

86th St. 

Mixture of near classics and 
modern tapping forms this dancing 
turn headed by Ben Lewis and Joe 
Altee. The Four Pearls do some 
routine work along artistic lines, 
while the Floyd Sisters take care 
of double dance tapping. 

Standout is the joint hoofing of 
Lewis and Altee. There is a stair 
dance by the team for a finish, with 
nothing new or novel here other 
than giving the boys something to 
use as a closer. 

The turn pleased, but the audi- 
ence didn’t part with much ap- 
plause. Might have been the almost 
deserted theatre. Mark. 


IRVING O’DUNN (2) 
Comedy 

15 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 

O’Dunn is a throwback from the 
present trend of young comedians 
of-today’s vaude. He represents one 
of a great number of boys with no 
style or manner of delivery, who 
hope to crash some way or other. 
O’Dunn has no material except 
three or four indigos. 

His first laugh was the button- 
ripping gag, with O’Dunn placing 
his hands over the front of his 
trousers in defense from the girl 
button-puller. Another was the ref- 
erence to his family that sings in 
the bathroom because there is no 
lock on the door. 
| After the last one, O’Dunn re- 
s|marks that he'll make good. Two 
e| young girls assist in the comedy at- 
tempt. Acts of this calibre only 
clog up the books. Earl. 


JOE HERBERT (3) 
n| Songs, Comedy 

18 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 











Joe Herbert has one thing he can 
bank on for the average neighbor- 
hood theatre, a pair of boisterous 
pipes with which he blasts his way 
through pop songs for what results 
are drawn in the body of the act. 
3ringing on an extra stooge for the 
last minute saved the act from a 
light finish. 

Two stooges and a blonde girl, 
all unbilled. One stooge plays a 
mouth organ and the girl indulges 
in pointless talk with Herbert. She 
also dances. 

Dialog seems to be imitative, like 
most vyaude today. Earl, 


RKO UNIT. 


. (Chester, New York) 
Conventional four-part vaude 
show running less than an hour and, 
for all its variety, a little skimpy. 
The diversity of the show is derived 


basically from the fact that the four 
acts are of different types, but, as in 
this case, maybe that isn’t so much 
variety after all. Three are essen- 
tially of the sight type. 

The four-acter runs 52 minutes. 
That means here and elsewhere the 
program around will have consider- 
able room for filling out unless the 
picture gets plenty beyond the aver- 
age length. 

Support of four-act bills in down- 
town or neighborhood houses can't 
be strong unless the shows display 
more than the average length. That 
must come to make up for the de- 
flection of an act or two from the 
policies of old days when audiences 


were accustomed to at least five 
and, in many cases, six-act per- 
formances. 


Else the regulation intacts of RKO 


need at least one outstanding at- 
traction. The new setup for the 
road, as playing up here, doesn’t 


have that. 

Nearest to an attraction is ‘Sun- 
kist’ Eddie Nelson, long standard. 
Nelson is a good performer, man- 
ages to please his audience and with 
his clowning more than gets by, but 
he isn’t a sock act. 

Other three are Deno and Ro- 
chelle, dancers; Ray Huling and 
Seal, and the Royal Uyeno troupe. 
On paper it looks like an even less 
exciting show than it is on the 
stage. 

None of the four acts individually 
are small-time. Together they make 
up a show that runs smoothly and 
evenly, striking a medium average 
of entertainment value. It’s a show 
that won’t send the folks out quar- 
reling, yet it won’t have them grip- 
ping their seats or falling out of 
them from laughter. 

Deno and Rochelle open. Act has 
weakness in Kathryn Black, single 
dancer, whose numbers alternate 
with those of the name team, but 
in Deno and Rochelle’s work that 
handicap is strongly competed 
against. The racketeer dance, a 
modern version of the Apache, is 
the act’s highlight and sends it 
across for a nice applause display. 
Huling is spotted second with his 
padded seal act. Always a great 
performance by the pinnipedic per- 
former, but too much is too much. 
Also it all makes repetition, with 
Huling a wiser showman if he’d cut 
out that meaningless ventriloquism 
and hula hula bits as an encore. 
The hula hula, similar to the Gilda 
Gray impression shortly after the 
opening, could be combined. 

Nelson, in his finest fettle up here 
Thursday night, worked up laughs 
in leading up to his trick cornet and 
drum clowning bits. Audience 
started to have a little fun with 
‘Sunkist’ by suggesting he try the 
harp and organ when called upon to 
suggest instruments he play. Re- 
cently in another date Nelson intro- 
duced Rath Bros., who followed him. 
Up here, with Uyeno Troupe tailing, 
he intros that act and works a cou- 
ple bits in it. One is a hand-to- 
hand try that gets a mild laugh or 
two. 

Uyenos (7) in their fast tumbling, 
risley and balancing did nicely when 
caught. One of the risley feats is 
slick. : 

‘The Road to Reno’ (Par) is the 
longie on the screen. Dressing in a 
film way are Clark and McCullough 
in a two-reeler, ‘Scratch as Scratch 
Can’ (Radio) and Pathe News. 
Dave Teitlebaum, in the pit, tried 
a medley of pops and classics for 





CUNNINGHAM @& CLEMENTS (3) 
Dances 

12 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Fordham 

Cunningham and Clements is a 
team of dancers, supported by the 
O’Connor Twins (boys) and Flo 
Duane. The twins in addition to 
being neat tappers and offering 
double routines all the way also play 
musical instruments effectively. 
One plays the violin and the other 
a cornet and follow with a sax duet 
with some tapping as they play the 
latter instruments. 

Miss Duane is a specialty dancer, 
nothing new or unusual in her rou- 
tine, but pleasing. The featured 
dancers, man and woman, g0 
through a varied series of modern 
steps and top it with some fast 
whirling. 

As a whole, an entertaining act. 

Mark. 





THE ARLEYS 
Perch 

7 Mins.; Full 

Jefferson 

There have been several perch 
acts with the Arley name, most of 
more than two people. This mixed 
team is probably from the Arley 
family. They work smoothly and 
neatly. Woman does all the perch 
work, with the man holding her on 
his shoulders for two tricks and via 
the waist belt for the finish. 

The woman is not small, but car- 
ries average weight nicely propor- 
tioned. She must make considerable 
load for the man to balance, as he 
appears quite slight in size. This 
makes for some of the success of 
the team. They landed solidly here 
j opening the show, Earl, 





excellent results. He has a better 
than average band aggregation to 
be found in combination houses. 
Business between 50 and 75% of 
capacity on rainy Thursday a 





PALACE 


(4TH WEEK) 
(2d Review) 

In three weeks the Palace's $16,- 
000 Cantor-Jessel vaude bill has 
grossed above $105,000. The first 
gross was over $36,000, a Palace 
record for a non-holiday week. Next 
two weeks compiled a grand total 
that surpasses anything in the the- 
atre’s records. That $105,000 means 
a profit of around $25,000 for the 
circuit, well over the Palace aver- 
age pace this year of $4,000 weekly 
profit. 

At the Saturday matinee, the first 
performance in the bill's fourth 
week, the side boxes were a bit 
ragged in the recr and the cus- 
tomary standees absent. ’Twas the 
weather, probably, with summer 
also playing a repeat date in New 
York. 

The layout is known as the Can- 
tor-Jessel bill for several reasons, 
some of which are: 

Cantor’s salary is higher than all 
the other acts’ combined. 

Jessel’s is the second highest; 
and Georgie is asking for more. 

Cantor and Jessel are using each 
other as stooges, and how could 
anybody flop with Cantor or Jessel 
as a stooge? 

Cantor and Jessel manage to 
make this bill the strongest enter- 
tainment within the memory of 
Palace-goers, including those who 
have been going to the Palace since 
it opened 18 years ago. 

Cantor and Jessel make it a grand 
entertainment despite constant use 
of bad gags, old bits and revamped 
blue stories. They captivate their 
audience quickly and never let go. 
After awhile they need only to lift 
a finger, and do those laughs start 
rumbling up from the abdomen? 

With the lead team is a support 
bill that really supports. It doesn’t 
look like something that was booked 
with a budget, though it was. Serge 


Flash, Three Rhythm Dancers, 
Burns and Allen and Benny Mer- 
off's orchestra—all vaudevillians 


and all landing by themselves with 
their own specialties. Plus Janet 
Reade, the only non-vaudevillian 
on the show, who's in not so much 
for her two-number vocal specialty 
as for her expert foiling for Cantor 
and Jessel. 

In its fourth week the show is 
hardly changed. Cantor and Jessel 
switch a line now and then; Miss 
Reado has dropped her piano ac- 
cormpanist to appear alone in ‘one’; 
Benny Meroff is dancing again, his 
ankle injury sustained in the sec- 
ond day of the run having healed. 

Everybody knocks the audience 
cold, from Flash’s juggling opener, 
to the company’s round-up closer. 
Flash and the colored dancing trio 
are one-two smacks on the enter- 
tainment button. Then come Cantor 
and Jessel in their first brother in- 
terlude. By that time the audience 
is stretched out, wrapped up and 
ready for the cleaners or anything 
that comes along. They scream at 
Cantor and Cessel talking Yiddish 
with a Scotch dialect, even those 
who don’t understand what is said. 
They weep and reminisce right 
along with them when Cantor and 
Jessel weep and reminisce about 
the good old days with Gus Ed- 
wards. 

A running lesson in showmanship 
in all of the Palace bill. Constant 
suggestion that this wouldn’t be a 
bad permanent policy for the Palace 
—just dig up 52 Cantors and Jes- 
sels a year! Bige. 


LYRIC 

Hard to figure possibilities here 
considering the budget and the 
quality of entertainment. Acts work 
at a minimum salary to grab a spot 
for showing new material near 
enough to hope for a look from the 
RKO mob. House depends upon 
drop-in trade and perhaps a faint 
hope of resurrecting the old Ameri- 
can Roof clientele. 

This week's bill is a hit-and-miss 
arrangement, loosely blended with- 
out much regard for pattern. Most 
of it small time, but a bargain at 
the gate of 35 cents for Saturday 
matinee when caught. They call it 
eight acts, which includes a sister 
team worked into the Jack Kneeland 
band number closing. 

It probably couldn’t be done for 
the outlay except for the ‘show’ 
angle, for there are 37 people con- 
cerned in this layout, and it does 
make a numerical flash regardless 
of the average entertainment deliv- 
ered. Saving grace is a certain 
vigor of comedy, main item in that 
department being the always de- 
pendable Jean Bedini, whe Ties a 
three-part turn running close to 25 
minutes. This is made up of a bit 
of burlesque magic, the sketch re- 
hearsal bit from burlesque, and the 
deathless plate breaking of the old 
Bedini and Arthur days. Latter 
episode was the backbone of this 
particular performance. 

Jack Kneeland and his orchestra 
likewise do nearly half an hour and 
make a commendable display for the 
admission price with 11 pieces, 
nearly all brasses. A couple of in- 
terpolated specialties, namely the 








Eaton Sisters, tap and toe dancers! 


== 


and nice-looking girls, and te 
of Tommy Long, introduced 
radio singer, who also sax 
in the orchestra, 

One other turn stands 
possibility, but only after 
ent act has been revised. That j 
Jack Hanlon Co. Hanlon has tes 
some work hereabouts as a dancing 
juvenile in musical comedy ang foo 
vaude has acquired four girls, thr 
dancing specialists and a scat 
pianiste. All are agreeable looking 
young people and, like Hanion ste S 
pers of quality. Trouble with tha 
turn is that it is one of those throws 
together affairs which tries te 
achieve production flash but doesn't 
Young people would be better off 
with a_ clean-cut, unpretentioy 
dance turn offered on its dancing 
merit. The ‘production’ stuff js : 
chill, consisting of a spectacle bade, 
One of the girls, tricked out as ~ 
Indian maid, does a story panto 
dance to Hanlon, all dressed up be 
an Indian chief, with an attempt to 
suggest redskin atmosphere by a 
few pieces of flat scenery. 

ee of the program 
small-time fillers, opening wit 
Four La Pearls, four-man cau 
turn using twin cradles and a 
trampoline and doing the usual 
aerial feats well enough but with- 
out special distinction. Feature ig 
a double in the air from catch to 
catch, 

Six Crackerjacks are five colored 
hoofers and acrobats and a colored 
girl who steps and also sings a bal- 
lad which is out of order. People 
work hard to get over the darktown 
frolic and manage to work up some 
enthusiasm with their finish, a 
frenzy of acrobatics like the finale 
of a troupe of Arabian acrobats, 

George Hunter, former ™m.c., eS 
Says a monolog single, the talk bee 
ing routine and made up of stand. 
ard stuff, mostly about ‘my girl,’ ete, 
Talk was flat before this easy 
crowd, but Hunter’s agreeable bari- 
tone made him friends. Works 
semi-straight and without comedy 
makeup. Bedini interpolated here 
for an interlude that livened up the 
proceedings and then, next to clos. 
ing, which was no spot for it, the 
William Ebbs ventriloquial novelty, 

Idea is the familiar type of ven- 
trilogual dummy talk exchanges, 
plentifully sprinkled with mild gags, 
and then, for the surprise finish, it 
is disclosed that the ghost voice 
really belongs to the midget, Ebbs, 
concealed in the table lamp. Weak- 
ness of the act is that, while the 
idea is attractive, the talk does not 
stand up. To deliver properly the 
dummy talk should be good enough 
to stand up on its chatter. Ag is, 
act sacrifices interest with its dull 
talk before the surprise climax. 

No film feature, but a succession 
of shorts, most of them comedy, and 
Universal newsreel, to complete the 
show. Bill does four a day, witha 
girl barker doing a continuous bally 
in the lobby to coax the casuais, 
Saturday afternoon lower floor was 
better than two-thirds occupied for 
the three-hour running time. 


noring 
as 
ophoneg 


out as a 
the pres. 


is just 


HIPPODROME 


Not a highlight or outstanding 
turn current. but a smooth bill 
Framed along conventional lines, it 
shapes up stronger than average. 

Orantos, three men in perch and 
acrobatic work, open. Have a strong 
and flashy set of routines that earns 
them a big hand. They go through 
various acrobatics while perched on 
a pole, supported on the shoulder of 
the understander. For finish, latter 
supports his partners as they stunt 
on the pole. 

Mack, Harold and Bobbie are & 
fast youthful acrobatic dancing 
combination. Included is some in- 
cidental patter that isn’t as funny 
as the dance routines of the trio. 
Girl is cute and clever. Boys drift 
from duo dance work to comic acro- 
batics, the latter doing the scoring. 

Joe Herbert is letting his assist- 
ants do the work in his new turn. 
Uses a mixed team of stooges. Boy 
earns the biggest hand and appears 
to be the same fellow, or if not, the 
same has emulated the style of the 
stooge who worked with Lou Holtz 
at the Palace. Herbert himself 
sticks to straight singing with @ 
good voice. His assistants are given 
more time than he and tend to over- 
shadow him. Girl, besides foiling 
for crossfire with Herbert, has @ 
comedy song number and winds UP 
with a toe dance. 

Poodles Hanneford here again in 
his comedy equestrienne turn. Its 
especially good for matinees. 

Madeline Patrice has a good voice 
and is a clever violinist, but would 
more effective in her warbling if she 
didn’t try to be dramatic. During 
her opening song number, one eX- 
pects a partner to come out any 
minute and interrupt her for com- 
edy, it’s that overdone. She poses, 
too, which isn’t for vaudeville. Miss 
Patrice has the necessary requisite 
for a violinist and songstress. _. 

The house-wrecking turn ol we 
lie, West and McGinty piayed wit 
its usual smoothness. Since last 
seen, another man, making four m 


all, has been added to the act. & pe 
edy songs of Burns and Kiss! — 
found favor, and the boys We! 


called for two encores. 


Their final 
‘bit somewhat blue, but A 


funny. 


group of comedy lyrics to po! tune® 

opens. All comedy tunes follow: 
Great Leon (New Acts), moxie! 8 

closed with a fast routine ©! aa 


‘A Dangerous Affair’ ((«') 


ture, 
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LOOP-END, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Novy. 21. 

It’s a tough proposition this house 
fs up against. With only the one 
week to offer it means a consider- 
able boost in salary for an act 
brought in from out of town. An 
example this week is Johnny Burke. 
Soldier-Comic, with his same time 
weary and worn routine from 1919, 
held out for $1,250 and got it. In 
measuring the price the railroad 
fare is counted in, of course. Ac- 
cording to such mathematics Burke 
must have jumped from Australia. 
He couldn’t draw water from a fau- 
cet. In a bridge game they'd call 
that leading from desperation. 


Another antediluvian is Tom 
Brown and his saxophone brothers. 
Not a note in this turn has under- 
gone any change. Brown’s wailing 
sax is now dripping with age, and 
how he keeps his costume intact is 
a mystery. At best the Brown 
Brothers is a filler, but by no means 
a co-headline act. 

Of the rest of the bill the least 
said the better. Philmore and Co. 
turned out an uncertain juggler with 
the assistance of two femmes, al- 
though why two is a secret. Small 
timey from start to finish and slow 
besides. Joe Christy, aided and 


abetted in his futile try for comedy | 


by a girl, fell down pretty badly. 
Maybe he wasn’t feeling well, which 
may alibi the delivery but not those 
gags. 

Jean Hamilton and three boys 
present a dancing revue, but it 
would take a code to decipher where 
Miss Hamilton’s dancing comes in. 
She does a barefoot twist to start 
with, a song and whistling number 
is her second contribution, and a 
bow for the finale. That leaves the 
brunt of the hoofing to the boys, 
and after all they’re only there to 
surround Miss Hamilton. 

Wade Booth must have been talk- 
ing to Burke, perhaps exchanging 
wartime stories and songs. It looked 
that way when the-baritone sudden- 
ly went on a hinky dinky parlez vous 
spree. And when he wasn't singing 
about what happened to that certain 
mademoiselle from Armentieres¢ 
Booth propped himself against the 
piano for a balladistic mood. And 
it all spelled mother. 

This is not the kind of vaudeville 


that will get the Loop-End any- 
where. 

‘Gay Diplomat’ (Radio) screen 
feature. Span. 


STATE 


For the beginning of the new pol- 
icy of four shows every day at this 


theatre, Loew bookers decided on 
combining a three-act bill with a 
boiled down picture house unit. As 
it stands without any alterations 
the combination is confusing. Pic- 
ture house presentations are not 
constructed for vaude taste. Each 
act ends so abruptly and never gets 
a chance to build to a climax. The 
sharp exit of the line of 12 girls, 
which opened the unit half, brought 
audible comment. The next two 
acts of the unit followed suit, mak- 
ing slight waits until the audience 
realized each was finished and 
ready for applause. 

Each of the four acts comprising 
the deluxe unit are from vaude, 
with knowledge and experience in 
that field. If revamped along more 
of variety lines, the unit should be 
able to make the grade in Loew 
vaude houses. Every act in the 
regular vaude section was cut in 
running time for the four shows. 

Bob Murphy, playing papa to his 
two show business kids, Dorothy 
and Dick, did not m.c. the show. 
It might have been better had he 
been allowed to do so right through 
the unit. The Murphy kids are 
okay all around. They sing, dance, 
talk and play instruments. Murphy 
Paces them in dandy style and tops 
the whole act by singing a mother 
ballad that brings a solid hand. 
The aisle stooge is still in with the 
bull gag. Murphy and support are 
fine vaude that pleases always and 
never offends. 

Worthy and Thompson, two col- 
ored boy tappers, deuced the vaude 
and landed as much with their gen- 
jal kidding and darky personalities 
as they did with fast stepping. The 
boys step against each other in 
both slow rhythm and fast tap. 
Lester and Irving Trio, two men 
and a girl, in neat acrobatics made 
an ideal opener, The big chap is 
exceptionally Strong, and _ finish 
trick, wherein he picks up both his 
partners from a prone position on 
the floor, is sensational. 

Chester Hale girls (12) opened 
the unit portion with a dance in 
long dresses. Very pretty all 
round, but got little response. Hor- 
ton Spur followed with acrobatic 
dancing, Outstanding is his slow 
Motion golf bit. Carl Emmy's Pets, 
&® flock of small dogs, was next 
shoved on atop a long table. The 
entire act is on the table, with no 
floor work by the dogs rt all. Emmy 

€eps up a running fire of chatter 
for laughs. The dogs were a 
Source of delight for many kiddies 


same fared lightly until into the 
meat of his talk. Then it was dif- 
ferent. One of those thousand 
verse topical songs for a finish 
brought him back several times. 
Lottie Mayer and diving girls 
closed the unit. The girls from 
the dancing line doubled into this 
act. Each makes several fancy 
dives into a tank reflected by mir- 
rors suspended in the back. Open- 
ing of the act has the entire group 
of girls dressed in costumes walk- 
ing into the tank and disappearing, 
as at the Hippodrome years ago. 
For vaude this type act seems out- 
moded today upon a time 
Lottie Mayer was a vaude feature 
of note. 
Business 


Once 


good up and down 


Marx Bros’ ‘Monkey Business’ 
(Par) on the screen, along with 
news weekly and shorts. Earl, 


BROADWAY 
Trying to find a spot to settle, 
B. S. Moss this week brings in a 
condensed all-colored Harlem floor 
show, running 58 minutes and too 
long, considering what it has to of- 
fer. It’s billed as ‘Hot Harlem,’ is 
played in 12 scenes, was staged by 
Leonard Harper and is 
from Connie’s Inn. In its 
minutes it’s Harlem with 
ahead of 


doubling 
last 25 
some of 
its hotness, but thut not 
even lukewarm. 


House drew a better than ayer- 


age crowd Saturday afternoon, in- 
dicating maybe the floor show thing 
was doing some magnet’ work. 
Film spools are wound with ‘The 
Deceiver’ (Col), murder mystery. 
Not expected to keep the ticket 
machines very busy. Auditorium 
pretty well filled up by 4 p.m., bet- 


ter than on some Saturdays, but 
at the early scale of 35c, with 
patrons to stay through stage 


stanza, it 
this. 

That Moss has a distinct prob- 
lem with his Broadway there is no 
gainsaying. At first he plunged on 
revued-up vaudeville, finaily dis- 
pensing with that a couple weeks 
ago to get down to straight, un- 
frilled vaude. Currently he at- 
tempts something else again. Per- 
haps the Broadway will become 
Times Square’s only house to pre- 
sent floor shows a la Harlem. 

It’s near to the presentation style 
of picture houses when they all 
used bands on the stage, but in any 
picture house a 58-minute stretch 
might wreck things. 

‘Hot Harlem’ belies its title ex- 
cept on the home strech in the sec- 
ond half, by which time the band 
as well as the entertainment has 
started to heat up a little. All the 
way up to that point it’s the cold- 
est kind of Harlemesque. Staging 
is at fault, along with an apparent 
desire to pad out. Even so, there 
seems little excuse for Tom ‘Fats’ 


ought to be better than 


Waller’s band, with ‘Fats’ at the 
piano, being so comatose. 
The orchestra attempts to go 


class, keeping away from the ribald 
blatancy that gives Harlem its 
night life name, and in so doing 
makes a negative impression. As 
well, the artists are left without a 
straw to pull at. 

Band does a medley after the 
flash opening. 
long it looks like a concert is un- 
der way, with the piano solo by 
Waller helping to stretch it. 

A harmony trio appears twice, 
displaying nice harmonizing abil- 
ity, but never getting warmed up. 
The Bon Bon Buddies, song-dance 
quartet, following trio’s first un- 
toward attempt, start to bring some 
life and pep ‘nto the proceedings, 
at the same time waking the band 
up, but it doesn’t last long. 

Baby Cox, doing a down south 
number in good voice and topping 
with a_ strut-acrobatic specialty, 
follows the boys. It’s a fair num- 
ber and dissolves it an all-company 
grouping to back for an unexciting 
but passably executed ballroom 
waltz by Paul Meeres and Glennie 
Cheeseman. 

That's the end of the first half. 
It looks like the end of the show, 
with a big finale worked up and 
the stage darkening out, but that 
was a mistake. It had been a spir- 
itless 30 minutes. 

Cora Green injects some pep into 
the second part, doing a Harlem 
hot that would have been more 
tepid with better support from the 
bandsmen. She is followed by 
Three Little Words, crack kid 
dancers. They stick around for- 
ever, nearly wearing themselves 
out, but didn’t seem to endanger 
applause possibilities. 

By this time the show has begun 
sizzling, Baby Cox following up the 
trio by leading the girls in a hip- 
gvrating routine that had ’em (both 


virls and audiense) dizzy. Louis 
Deppe, in one, singing ‘Ole Man 
River’ separates the warm trend 


that has been picked up and car- 


taking up quickly and leading the 


company into a noisy fast-moving 
finale. ; 7 
Stage is dressed in one set, with 





Present. 


Je e 


Browning in his reformer 


Makeup and opening song’ around | 


ithe band nicely spotted half way 
back. , 
Pathe News. Char. 


It keeps at it so 


ries on with ‘Snake Hips’ Earl 
Tucker. Latter’s two numbers | 
scored heavily. Bon Bon Buddies 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 18. 

Only three local acts added to the 
four-act intact this week, due to 
Sam Coslow and his band taking 
up space and time. Local acts boost 
the budget to $3,400, getting $610 of 
this. The Coslow combo draws 
down $400 showing salary of that. 
Figuring a band of 14 for this 
amount is a bargain in any land. 
Other two locals are Schmidt and 


Wheatley, singing duo. 

Intact unit comprises Ann Pritch- 
ard, flash dancing act; Art Henry 
| hoke comic; Cherry and June Preis- 
ser, kid dancing team, and Toto. 

Schmidt and Nickerson open with 

a class hand balancing routine. 
Both boys look good and have plen- 
ty on the ball. Finish has the un- 
| derstander raising his partner to an 
| overhead position from a back bend 
over a chair. Four bows. 
Conner and Wheatley in the deuce 
spot singing two semi-classical 
numbers. 
but has a good voice. 
fair on looks and pipes. Act would 
be better suited for presentations, 
lacking vaude speed. 

Sam Coslow’s band followed (New 





Acts). Presence of the Three 
Cheers, local radio crooning male 
trio, makes it an act. Otherwise 


it’s one of those things where Cos- 
low talks about the theme songs h«¢ 
wrote for pictures. 

Ann Pritchard's dancing got heavy 
returns. Miss Pritchard and the 
five boys who work behind her have 
plenty of looks and talent. Edge 
was taken off her trio’s tapping by 
the similarity of their work and 
costumes to those of Joe Laurie’s 


trio, which worked the house the 
previous week. All of Miss Pritch- 
ard’s solos scored, with her toe 
whirls the high spot. 

Art Henry and an unbilled girl 
stooge next. Henry about goes the 
limit with blue material. With 


belches, slapping his partner’s face 
and roving his hands he manages 
to bring all the elements of stock 
burlesque inte the theatre. A good 
comic, it’s too bad he can't get hold 
of some clean material. 
belly laughs, but all the results of 
smut. 

Cherry and June Preisser next to 
closing, tough spot for two girls the 
oldest of whom is 14, But they hold 
it down easily. June, the youngest, 
sells the act with personality and 
loads of talent. Specializing on back 
flips and off rhythm tap, she tied the 
show ina knot. Older sister wisely 
lets the youngster go the limit. 
Both have plenty of juv ‘it.’ Young- 
ster had to make a speech and used 
a ‘you-all’ drawl. 

Toto, with his familiar panto- 
mimic act, closed. Nothing new in 
his act outside of a baby carriage 
blackout done with a midget who 
cops a bottle of liquor for a stew 
scene with Toto. Kid finally puts 
Toto in the carriage and wheels him 
off. Despite the familiarity of this 
clown’s material, he still manages 
to bowl over the audience. 

‘Friends and Lovers’ (Radio) the 
feature, with Pathe news clips fill- 
ing the bill. Business off at the 
second show Thursday night. 

Call. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Nov. 21. 

Minor criticisms largely centered 
in the desultory pace and awkward 
arrangements of Bomby’s Gang 
does not detract in any serious de- 
gree from the essential excellence 
of this bill. Bomby had the third 
spot flanked by Marvin and Walter 
Case and Cass Mack and Owen on 
the opening end and Dr. Rockwell 
and his Adamses on the closing end. 

Nimble wire-walking in an in- 
genious setting qualifies Marvin and 
Walter Case as true and tried 
vaudeville. It’s a turn to fit into 
any bill. Scenic effect is of a wom- 
an with her manicured fingers 
painted on the front wings and the 
wire seeming to be held in them. 
That’s showmanly. Boys have three 
or four grade A stunts with par- 
ticular mention for the back somer- 
sault unaided by parasol or other 
balancing props. 

Leaving the imagination limp at 
the thought of those five shows a 
day, Cass Mack and Owen inspire 
respect for their vitality as well 
as their ambitious and hard-work- 
ing air of freshness. Knockabout 
turns are common these days be- 
cause the bookers find them an easy 
pinch-hitter in any spot. This par- 
ticular sample of the type is an ad- 
vance and an improvement. 
sense of grotesquerie takes them 
out of the acrobatic division. It i 
easy to visualize the trio doing a 
lot of damage to a $5.50 audience. 











ithis bill. Violating the tradition that 
lthey shall remain as immobile as 
lthe fancy palm-plant or the over- 


lloaded parlor lamp the pianists with | 


| Bomby and again with the Dancing 
|Adamses astonished everyone ly 
versatility. And what speciatlies fo 
dignified lady musi- 


| presumably 
| cians. 

| Out of the library of 
ithat constitutes the Bomby turn the 
|girl at the keys suddenly went into 
‘a tap dance with wings and all. It's 
la novelty and a good one, but rather 
| buried in the way everything is in- 


standards 


Nickerson, acrobats, and Conner and | 


Man lacks stage presence | 
Woman is} 


Plenty of | 


Their | 


Pianists were not self-effacing on | 


troduced and routined in this stilted 
session of Victor Herbert that ur- 
gently needs to be re-staged and 
‘finished,’ 

Imagine a coloratura soprano at 
Carnegie Hall with a nut comedian 
cutting her gown off snip by snip 
until finally none is left. 
chore of the 
pray With Doc Rockwell doing 
lthe surgery. Incidentally, Rockwell 
‘has grabbed off a nifty dancing cou- 
|ple in the Adamses. They have that 
polished sm«¢ that swaying 
| theatrically-stressed rhythm, each 
gesture of the hand, shoulder, and 


ie@ad meitlir into a picture ol 





othness, 


charming grac¢ It's the essence of 
| class. 
Rockwell 
new, at 
patients purring. Ina 
ithe academic honor the 
licity 
symbol in 
|} marquee the 
ltwo lines: 
Quack!’ 
Service’ 


with material largely 
ppreciation of 


Palace pub- 


their ads and over the 
mazdas spelled out on 
‘Dr. Rockwell, Quack! 
Richard Dix in ‘Secret 
(Radio) got the 


|liner to have name and billing thus 
| screamed at the citizenry. Land. 





Warners Downtown, L.A. 
Los Angeles, Nov. 19. 


Second week of Levey-booked 
vaude at this house is an improve 
ment over the opening Three of 
the five turns are standard acts 
|The Le Grohs, contortionists; Ed- 
rar Bergen, ventriloquist, and the 
Four Haas Brothers, bar act. Other | 
two acts are locals—The Sequoia 


Quartet, out of the coast production 
of ‘Girl Crazy,’ and Frederick V 
Bowers, songwriter and former big- 


time act, but for several years on 
the coast. sill this week budgets at 
$1,200. 

Le Grohs open with a husky 
youngster taking place of Ed Le 
Groh, who is confined to the hos- 


pital here with a broken back after 
an accident in Fresno. Routine is 
the same used by the trio for the 
past 15 years. 

Sequoia Quartet next, singing four 
|numbers. Boys dress as cowboys 
but don’t go in for prairie ballads. 
Voices and harmony okay, but it’s 
the type of act that passed out sev- 
eral years ago. 

Frederick V. Bowers, songwriter, 
followed in a flash act billed as 
‘Dance’ Fantasies.’ Assisted by 
George and Jane Bell and two un- 
billed femme dancers—one acro and 
the other a toe dancer—it looks as 
if the act had been thrown together 
on the way to the theatre. Bowers, 
at one time a name act, offers noth- 
i He announces a medley of his 





ing. 
former hits, none of which the audi- 
ence seemed to recognize. He also 
sang a new number titled ‘Califor- 
nia,’ with one of the girls throwing 
oranges into the audience. House 
is dark and it sounded like a hand- 
grenade barrage when the fruit 
landed in the auditorium. Dancing 
of the Balls and the two girls failed 
to help the act. 

Edgar Bergen was next-to-clos- 
ing with his familiar smart chaticr 
and ventriloquial work. Bergen, ot 
here vacationing and making shoris 
for Warners, is the class of the bill 
and managed to hold up the per- 
formance, coming back for several 
gags after his operation scene. 

Four Haas Brothers, out here to 
work in Metro’s ‘Tarzan,’ in which 
picture they double as gorillas and 
hop about in trees, closed. Strictly 
a circus act, but pleased in this spot 
with a fast routine of bar acrobatics. 

‘Five Star Final’ (WB) in on its 
first downtown run following four 
weeks at the Western. Two Vita- 
phone shorts rounded out the screen 
fare. Business fair at the first 
evening show Thursday. Call. 


86TH ST. 


Business simply brutal last Sat- 


urday afternoon; house more than 
half empty all afternoon. Even 
around 5 o’clock there was no ap- 
parent pickup, with only a few 
straggling in. It may have been the 
weather and it may have been the 
show. 

There was no doubt that the pic- 
ture, ‘Once a Lady’ (Par) didn’t 
mean a thing at the afternoon show 
Saturday, and there was nothing on 
the four-acter, either, with strength. 
The only names that indicated any 
pull were those of Jans and Whalen, 
and they were not doing any draw- 
ing at the afternoon shows. 

Vaude part is as a whole pretty 


| quiet, with even Jans and Whalen 
not able to stir up much laughter 


or enthusiasm. In third spot, doing 
the usual Jans and Whalen stuff, 
but before such a small audience it 
seemed wasted. 

Pathe news reel and an organ 
session by Arlo Hults. The invita- 
tion to sing some topical favs didn't 
get much. 

Opening the vaude section is Ver- 
}non Rathburn, youthful saxophonist, 
assisted by four women and a man, 
all playing saxes. Act gets its best 
results on the ‘St. Blues’ 
finale, Caligary Bros back 
for an encore, but why? Scene 
ago’ bit isn’t so hot. Some 
sections of the entire turn are pretty 
slow, making it hard otherwise for 
the men to get much on their com- 
edy acrobatics. 

Jans and Whalen were followed 
iby Lewis and Altee (New 
i closing. Mark. 





Louis 
came 
The 


in Chis 


That's the | 
accompanist for the | 


least to Chicago, left his 


used a pill-squasher as the } 


third and | 
last line. Unusual for a vaude head- | 


Acts), } 


AUDUBON 


New Skouras Bros. house policy 
at the uptown Fox Audubon theatre 
Friday (20). <All the hurrah was 
confined to the stage, where Ed 
Lowry, direct booking by Skouras 
| office, opened as permanent m. ¢.; 


Sophie Tucker was the headline 
}vaude name, and the Fanchon & 
Marco Idea ‘Five Races’ was rear- 


ranged to permit Lowry io uppear 


in it all the way; Teddy King and 
regular house band, former 11, now 
13, men, were transferred to the 
stare with the screen showing 
1orts and the feature, ‘The Yellow 
Ticket’ (Fox), consumed 83 minutes. 
} Audubon shows run now for a full 
| week with the price chang: four 
shows daily and a new ticket booth 
built on the edge of the Broadway 
entrance to expedite ticket sales, 
are 


Just how the four shows daily 


coing to work out is a matter of 
conject Capacity crowd by 
p.n Folks arriving at 8:15 found 


2 p.m 

the third show just winding up with 
standees plenty. 

|; An experimental 
house is a 15c admission which pre- 
vails for one-half hour oniy and 
permits the ticket holders to go in- 
side and stay as long as they want. 
The 15c price doesn’t go for Satur- 


thing at this 


j}day. Sunday or a holiday. Farly 
bird fee then is 25c, At 1 p.m. it’s 
advanced, For the week end it 
ranges from 35c to 50c and at 6 
from 75e to $1. 

| At night there were noticed 


parked outside some 
dicating that the new Hudson 
bridge at 177th street might prove 
more of a b.o. asset than imagined. 

The first show proved enteéertain- 
ing and colorful. It established 
Lowry (New Acts) as about the 
hardest-working m.c. He isn’t new 
to the stage but he’s new to New 
York after his five years’ absence, 
much of that time spent under 
Skouras direction in St. Louis and 
elsewhere, That he may become a 
big fav at the Audubon was sug- 
gested by the applause which greet- 
ed him from time to time. 

It was Sophie Tucker who really 
blasted the top off the box office. 
And somehow or other Soph not 
only stays perennially young as 
time goes on but she is just 
much of a stage saleslady as of 
yore; her voice neither dimmed nor 
diminished in tone or lustre; her 
personality oozing all over the place, 
with Ted Shapiro at the piano, 

The Fanchon & Marco Idea had 
several vaude acts fitted into the 
Audubon stage show admirably. 
Hakuzawa Japs, five men, did about 
the flashiest and niftiest risley work 
seen up town in months. Other stage 
turns included the Adams Sisters 
doing a fan dance along the effective 
lines; not unusual but pleasing, and 
the Danny Small dancing trio, with 
the colored dancers going to a hit. 

The F.&M. unit carries no femme 
chorus. So to give the new Audu- 
bon opener a feminine background 
the Stanley, J. C., chorus girls were 
brought over and worked in two 
numbers with Lowry. 

The new Skouras policy started 
big. Lowry made good from the 
hop. Next Friday (27) a new Low- 
ry routine will ge in an F.&M. ‘Art 
Gallery’ Idea with the Boswell Sis- 
ters as the vaude name. 

Third week has a Radio show 
with the local F.&M. office laying 
out a loca] bill with popular radio 
artists. 

Audubon seats 2,500. A full week 
menu is still speculative for a nabe 
in this section. Mark, 


Jersey cars in- 


Fox’s Counsel 


(Continued from page 7) 


for the manufacture of machines for 
production of sound record films. 

Third suit against RKO is on 

atent No. 1,825,398, described as 
“an invention for processes for proe 
ducing sound and picture films.” 

These patents were applied for by 
Hans Vogt, 3erlin-Wilmersdorff, 
Germany; Joseph Massolle and Jo- 
sef Engl, both of Berlin, Grunwald, 
Germany, the bill states. American 
rights were transferred to American 
Tri-Ergon, it is claimed. 

The patent on which two of the 
suits were filed was applied for on 
March 22, 1922, and the other one 
was applied for on March 29 of the 
same year. American rights were 
first transferred to William Fox, of 
New York, in each case before 
transferrence to Tri-Ergon, the bill 
states. 

An _ injunction, 
then permanent, with an 
‘accounting of damages. Date for 
| hearing has not been set. Bills were 
| filed by former Judge Hugh M. Mor- 
ris, who figured throughout the his- 
tory of talker patent litigation here 
| before leaving the federal bench. 
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Grazier rehearsing a new 


Arnold 
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| Harry Mayo and Dorothy Shaw. 
Joe Greenwald (4). 

Cuckoo Morrissey (Bragdon and 
| Morrissey) and Co. (4). 
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VARIETY 





Tuesday, November 24, 193] 








Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (NOV. 28) 


THIS WEEK (NOV. 21) 


Numerals in connection with bills below Ind:cate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (28) 

Serge Flash 

3 Rhythm Dancers 

Janet Reade 

Burns & Allen 

George Jessel 

Eddie Cantor 

Benny Meroft Orch 

(21) 
Serge Flash 
3 Rhythm Dancers 





Boyle & Della 
Johnny Pastime Rv 
Frank & Eugene 
Al K Hall 
Jarvis & Connor 
Noble Sissle Orch 
Royal 

Ist half (28-1) 
Bob Stickney 
Esm'‘nde & Don’hue 
Pat Dailey Co 
Cromwell Knox 











JACK PQWELL 


Syneopating 


HIS WAY 


to Success 


Via LEDDY @ 


SMITH 














Janet Reade 

Burns & Allen 
George Jessel 
Eddie Cantor 
Benny Meroff Orch 


Chester 


Ist half (28-1) 
Frank Gaby 
Noble Sissle Orch 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (2-4) 
Fortunello & Cirill 
Hope Vernon 
Marty May 
Anatole’s Show B't 

2d half (25-27) 
4 Casting Stars 
Teck Murdock Co 
Chas Melson 
Lee Lee Lee Lee 


Coliseum 

ist half (28-1) 
Whiteside A & B 

n Codee 
Ruth Roye 
Willie West & McG 

2d half (2-4) 
Irma Ward 
June Carr 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
Joe Peanuts 
Howard Fein & H 
Hal Jerome 
Challenge Rev 





Frank Libuse Co 
2d half (2-4) 
Hubert Kinney Co 
Joe & Rita Pastor 
Eline Sis 
(One to fill) 
2d half (25-27) 
Carney & Jean 
Gloom Chasers 
Fred Pisano Co 
4 Ortons 
Trini 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Albee (28) 
Lewis & Altee 
Al Trahan 
Gloria Day 
(Two to fill) 
(21) 
Theodore E & N 
Morgan & Stone 
Frank Libuse 
Adelaide Hall 
Harry Langdon 
Flushing 
Ist half (28-1) 
Irma Ward 
June Carr 
Street Singer) 
(One to fill) 
2d half (2-4) 
Frank & Engenie 
Bob Hope 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (25-27) 
Lewis & Alitree 





~ IKE ROSE’S MIDGETS — 


BOOKED SOLI 


D FOR RKO 


Dir., WM. DIAMOND 
JAMES PLUNKETT OFFICE 








86th St. 

ist half (28-1) 
Bill Robinson's Rev 

2d half (2-4) 
Lou Holtz Rev 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
Pasquali Bros 
Irving O’Dunn 
Rae Samuels 
Olivette 


Fordham 

1st half (28-1) 
Frank & Eugenie 
Hal Jerome 
Olivette 
(One to fill) 

2a half (2-4) 
Whiteside A & B 
Ann Codee 
Ruth Roye 
Willie West & McG 

2d half (25-27) 
Louis Berkoff Co 
Talent & Merit 
Lou Holtz Rev 

Franklin 

ist half (28-1) 
Bennett H & P 
Harry Spear 
Lews & Moore 
Tracey & Lord 
Mills Bd 

2d half (2-4) 
4 Ortons 
Morton & Parks 





Donovan Sis & B 
Marjorie & White 
Devito & Denny 


Kenmore 

ist half (28-1) 
Mangean Girls 
Fred Keating 
Adelaide Hall 
Howard Fine & H 

24 half (2-4) 
Paul Remos 
Ray Harrison 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
Pileer & Douglas 
Mardo & Bennett 
Nell Kelly 
Bert Lahr Co 

Madison 

Ist half (28-1) 
Fortunello & Cirill 
Hope Vernon 
Marty May 
Anatole's Showboat 

2d half (2-4) 
Frank Gaby 
Noble Sissie Orch 
(Two to fill) 

2d half. (25-27) 
Killeen & Henning 
Watts & Hawley 


Al Abbott 
Dave Apollon Co 
AKRON, O., 


Palace 
Ist half (28-1) 





_ JACK SIDNEY | 


Headlining F. & M. 
“MANHATTAN” Idea 
Staged by LEONIDOFF 











Street Singer 
Frank Libuse 
Dorval Ostrow & S 
2a half (25-27) 
Chas Phelle 
Mayo & Evans 
Harris & Van 
Joe Freed 
Sylvia Clark 
Karoli Bros 
Hippodrome (28) 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
Emerson & B'ldwin 
Bob LaSalle 
Chas Prelie 
Chamberlain & H 
Lillian Shade 
@wcar Lorraine 
6 Avalons 
(21) 
3 Ortons 
Mack Harold & B 
Poodles Hanaford 
Madeline Patrice 
Joe Herbert Co 
Willie West & McG 
Burns & Kissen 
Great Leon 
Jefferson 
Ist half (28-1) 
Mandy Randolph 
Jack Herbert 
Lou Holtz Rev 
Berkoffs 
2a half (2-4) 
Bendon Bribo & E 
Senator Murphy 
Lewis & Moore 
Harry Langdon 
Nelson Fam 
2d half (25-27) 
Pat Daley Coe 


Queen Queen & Q’n 
The Ghezzis 
Harrison Q Elmo 
Art Landry Bd 

2d half (2-4) 


BIRM’GH’M, ALA, 

Keith’s (28) 

E & J Rooney 

Jack North 

Annie Judy & Zeke 

Lee 2 Co 

(21) 

Togo & C Blossom 

B & J Browne 

George Beatty 

Jack Randall 

BOSTON, MASS. 
Keith’s (28) 

Donatella Bros Co 

Sid Page Co 

Shean & Cantor 

Healey & Cross 

Joe Peanuts 

(21) 

Bill Robinson 

‘Hot from Harlem’ 

BUFFALO 

Hippodrome (28) 

4 Sullys 

Grace Doro 

Wm Edmundu Co 

Wally Vernon 

Harry Carroll's Co 
(21) 

McN Co 

Hager 


Mulroy 
Clyde 
Lee Morse 

Ross Wyse Co 
Rosette & Luttman 
CAIGERY, CAN. 
Keith’s (28) 

$8 Addison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimacs Orch 

(21) 
Watlace Sis 

Bob Nelson 

Owen McGivney 


Home Folks 
(21) 
Yoki Japs 


Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Dancers 
DES MOINES, IA, 
K * 
lst half (28-1) 
Jack Gwynne Co 
Eddie Stanley Co 
Y’gst’rs of Y'st'rd'y 
2d half (2-4) 
6 Franklins 
Crowell & Allen 
Joe Thomas Saxo 
2d half (25-27) 
Downey & Claridge 
Pall Mall 
Porcelain Romance 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Hlolly wood 
ist half (28-1) 
Pepito 
(Three to fill> 
2d half (2-4) 
Maidie & Ray 
(Three te fill) 


2d half (25-27) 
Balabanow 6 
(Thrée to filly 


IND’APOLIS, IND. 
Keith's (28) 

Maximo 

Furman S &°L 

6 Feet of Rhythm 

Larry Rick Co 


(21) 
Mary Palmer 
Bobby. Folsom 


Billy Swede Halil 
Baby. Rose: Marie 
Mills & Robinsan 
The DeToregoes 








Dir.: Wm. Diamond, 


BLACKSTONE 


Booked Solid for RKO 


James Plunkett’ Office 








Anger & Fair 
CEDAR RAP., IA. 
Keith's 
Ist half (28-1) 
Archie and G Falls 
Dave Vine 
Colby Murry Rev 
2nd half (2-4) 
Jack Gwynne Co 
Eddie Stanley 
Youngster of Y day 
2nd half (25-27) 
5 Elgins 
Marion Sunshine 
Hurst & Vogt 
CHICAGO, ILL, 
Palace (28) 
James Evans Co 
Ashley Paige 
Daphne Pollard 
Lew Pollock Co 
Shaw & Lee 
(21) 
Case Bros Co 
Cass Mack Co 
Bomby & Gang 
Dr. Rockwell 
The Merediths 
CINCINNATI, O. 
Albee (28) 
Russian Art Circus 
Ewing Eaton 
Hugh Skelly Co 
Gus Van 
Puck & White 
(21) 
James Evans Co 
Ashley Paige 
Daphne Pollard 
Lew Pollock Co 
Shaw & Lee 


KANS. CITY, MO. 
Keith's (28) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Kary! Norman 
Harry Burns Co 

(21) 
Stanley 2 
Eddie White 
Ross & Bennett 
Runaway 4 


L’S ANG’L’S, CAL. 
Hillstreet (28) 
Earl Jack & Betty 

Roxy's Gang 
Lewis & Ames 
21) 
Ann Pritchard 
C & J Preisser 
Art Henry 
Toto 
Westerlund &.N 
Conn'rs & Wheatl'y 
Sam Costom 
3 Cheers 
LOUISVILLE, 
Keith’s (28) 
Audrey Wyekoft Co 
May Joyce 
Carl Freed Co 
Blackstone 
(21) 
Maximo 
Furman 8 & L 
6 Feet of Rhythm 
Larry Rich Co 
MADISON, WIS. 
Keith's 
Ist half (28-1) 


KY. 





Gilbert Bros 








LOLLING 


BOB CARNEY 


and JEAN 


AROUND 


for LEDDY & SMITH 











CLEVELAND, 
Palace (28) 
Case Bros Co 
Cass Mack Co 
Bomby & Gang 
Dr Rockwell 
The Merediths 
(21) 
Gloria Lee 
Summers & 
Bobby May 
4 Marks Bros 
105TH. ST. (28) 
Van Cello Co 
Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Chas Ahearn 
(21) 

Atlas, LaMarr Co 
Weaver Bros Co 

COLUMBUS, O. 

Keith’s (28) 
The Deteregoes 
Lubin Lowry Co 
Charles King 
York & King 
(219 

Russian Art Circus 


0. 


Co 
Hunt 





Bee & Ray Goman 
Bobby May 
Ruby Norton 
Harry Rose 

2a half (25-27) 
Roundup of Steps 
Gerald Griffin 
Irene Rich Co 
Lander Bros 

ALBANY, N. Y¥. 

Keith’s 

Ist half (28-1) 
Monge Tr 
Joe Termint 
Benny Ross 
Carroll's Rev 

2d half (2-4) 
Lee Gail Ens 
Neil Sis 
Irene Rich 
Johnny Perkins 


Keith’s (28) 
Lois Torres 
Eddie Miller 
M & A Skelly 


E & J Rooney 
Jack North 

Lee 2 Ce 

danie Judy & Zeke 





P Rooney & Pat Jr 
(21) 


Hugh Skelly Co 
Gus Van 
Puck & White 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Keith (28) 
Southern Gaieties 


Marion Sunshine 
(One to fill) 


2d half (25-27) nd half (2-4) 
Wally Jackson Co / Archie and G Fall 
Galla-Rini & Sis Broadus Earle 
Harry J Conley Co] Dave Vine 
Healy & Cross Colby Murry Rev 

ATLANTA, GA, Evans & Mayer 


2nd half (24-2) 
Yong Kam Co 
Reynolds & White 
Swanee & Daly 
Sid Marion 
Bernice & Emily 
DAYTON, O. 
Keith's (28) 





Weaver Bros & E 


Atias LaMarr & B 


Marg’rite & Farnell 
Russian Revels 

(2d half (2-4) 
Meyers Lubow & R-: 
Swanee & Daly 
Clyde Cook 


2d half (25-27) 
Edler & Reed Bros 
Victor Oliver 
3 Swifts 


MILW’KEE, WIS. 
Keith's (28) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Emil Boreo 
(21) 
Charles Carrer 
Foy Foy & Foy 
Irene Vermillion 
McLallien & Sarah 
MIN’I"LIS, MINN. 
Keith’s (28) 
Chas Carrer 
Foy Foy & Foy 
Trene Vermillion 
McLallen & Sarah 
(2 
3 Lordens 
Anita Case 
Brems F & M Bros 
Ledova 


Leon Navarra NASHVILLE, T’N. 

Henry Bergman : Keith's (28) 

Hal Sherman Wan Wan San Tr 
(21) McCann Sis 

The Duponts Howe Leonard & K 

Morton & Chandler] 4¢laya > 

Arnaut Bros ss . (21) 

Frank Richardson Enos Frazee 

DAVENPORT, IA. Lubin larry & A 
Keith's Cardin: 

ist half (28-1) Carl Freed Co 

Five Elgins NEWARK, mw. JZ. 

Hurst & Vogt Keith's (28) 


Wilson Kepple & B 
Goss & Barrows 
KF & J Hubert 
s| Chester Fredericks 
James Hall 

(21) 
Bob Riva 
Edith Bow 
Morton & Parks 
Joe Termini 


Sam Morton Co 


N. ORLEANS, LA. 

Orpheum (27) 
George Tapps 
John Steele 


Harlemania 
Stuart & Lash 
(20) 





Lots Torres 
Eddis Miller 
M & A Skelly 
Pat Rooney Co 
OAKL. 


Will Aubrey 

Seed & Austin 

Gracella & Theo 
oe 


Earl Jack & Betty 
Fields & Bell 
Roxy's Gang 
Lewis & Ames 
OMAHA, NEB, 
Keith’s (28) 
Monroe Bros 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anmatole's Affairs 


(21> 
Rhapsody in Sitk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Kary! Normana 
Harry Burns Co 
PATERSON, N. J. 


Keith’s 
Ist half (28-1) 
Dorval Ostrow & S 


Kay & Harrison 
4 Ortons 
2d half (2-4) 
Bill Robinson Rev 
2d half (26-27) 
Mangean Girle 
Wilsen Bros 
Jack Herbert 
James Halt 


Joe Thomas Saxo 
SPRINGFIELD, O. 
Keith's (28) 

Dorothy Co 
Cardinti 
Evans & Mayer 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Keith's (27) 
Liazeed Arabs 
Boyd Senter 
Harry Savoy 
Nayon Pearce & V 
Watson Sis 
(21) 

Ruiz & Bonita 
Hunter & Percival 
Charles King 
York & Ktng 
8T. PAUL, MINN. 

. Keith’s (28) 
2 Tordens 
Anita Case 
Brems F & M 
Ledova 


Bros 


(21) 
Robinson & DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 

Keith’s (28) 
Johnny Pastine Co 
Mae Usher 
Teck Murdock Co 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 
Charles Melson 
4 Casting Stara 





(21) 
Radio Jacks & Q’n 











EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


N ROCK 





Pepito 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Keith's (28) 

Kluting’s Co 
Forum Boys 
Dodge 2 
Sammy Cohea 
(21) 
Swan Luoille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harringtoh Sis 
Herman ‘Timberg 
ROCHEST’R, N.Y. 
Keith’s (28) 
Radio Jacks & Q'n 
Frances & Wally 
Ray Huling 
Deno & Rochelle 
Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 
(21) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Grey Rev 
Foley & WLaTour 
Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Charles Ahearn 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Kioith's 
ist half (28-1) 
Edler & Reed Bros 
Victor Oliver 
3 Swifts 
2d half (2-4) 
Ruiz & Bonita 





Lander Bros 


Frances & Wally 
Ray Huling 
Deno & Rochelle 
Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 
TACOMA, WASH. 
Keith’s (28) 
Lido Ladies - 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 
«21) 
Kluting's Co 
Forum Boys 
Dodge 2 
Sammy Cohen 
TRE H’UTE, IND. 
Keith’s (28) 
J & B Cavanaugh 
Fauntleroy & Van 
Meyers Lublow & R 
Clyde Cook 
TOLEDO, 0. 
Rivoli (28) 
Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella's Dancers 
(21) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Emil Boreo 
TORONTO, CAN. 
Hippodrome (28) 
Mulroy McN & R 





HARRY SAVOY 
Late Star of 
Nothing 


Care of LEDDY & SMITH 








Raymond Wilbert 
2a half (25-27) 
Gilbert Bros 
Marg’rite & Farnell 
Russian Revels 
S’C’R'M’NTO, CAL. 
Plaza (28) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 


(21) 
Aussie & Czech 
Filo Lewis 


Eddie Garr 
Gus Edwards’ Stars 


SALT LAKE, UT. 
Plaza (21) 
Monroe Bros 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anatole’ Affairs 
S’N ANT’NIO, TX. 
Keith’s (28) 
The Duponts 
Morton & Chandler 
Arnaut Bros 
Frank Richardson 
(21) 
yeorge Tapps 
John Steele 
Harlemania 
Stuart & Lash 





Afterpiece 


Clyde Hager 
Lee Morse 
Ross Wyse Co 
Rosette & Luttman 
(21) 
T & B Waters 
Hal Neiman 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Barry & Whitledge 
Diamond Boys 
. N. Y. 
Keith's 
Ist half (28-1) 
Tanaraki Japs 
Butler & Santos 
Nan Halperin 
Kitchen Pirates 
2d half (2-4) 
Jack Petit & B'ddy 
Healy & Cross 
Jean Bedini 
2d half (25-27) 
Erma Ward Co 
Roxy LaRocca 
Bob LaSalle 
Chester Fredericks 
VANCOUV'R. B. C. 
Keith’s (28) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
9nger & Faic 
‘Afterpiece’ 
(21) 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delmarc 





Try My Liquefying 


TOILETRIES 





Are Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 
SHOP, 160 West 46th St., New York 
Cleansing 


Cream—$2.00 








S'N EF’RISCO, CAL. 
Golden Gate (28) 
Aussie & Czech 
Fle Lewis 
Eddie Garr 
Gus Edward's Stars 
(2) 
Don Valerie 
Will Aubrey 
Seed & Austin 
yracella & Theo 
SCH’/N’CT'DY, N.Y. 
Kicith’s 
ist half (28-1) 
Jack Petit & B'dy 
Healy & Cross 
Jean Bedini Co 
2d half (2-4) 
Homer tomaine 
Benny Ross 
Carrollae Rev 
2d haif (25-27) 
Tanaraki Japs 
Butler & Santos 
Nan Halperin 
Kitchei Pirates 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Keith’s (28) 
Lita Wales 
Hiarry Delmar 
(21) 


Iado Ladies 

Coscia & Verdt 

Kitty Doner 

Billy Glason 

SIOUX CITY, TA. 
Keith's (28) 

6 Franklins 





Crowelt & Alicea 


WINNIPEG, CAN. 
Capitol (28) 
Robinson & DeWitt 

Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 
(21) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimacs’ Orch 


YONKERS, N. Y. 
Keith's 
Ist halt (28-1) 
Mickey Feeley 
Davis & Darnell 
Harris & Van 
Whiteside A & B 
2d half (2-4) 
Rogan & Triggeer 
Adelaide Hall 
Boyle & Della 
Vaton Sidare Co 


2d half (25-27) 
Chappelle & Carlit'n 
Lamb & Bellitt 


Street Singer 

Harry Rappi 

B & J Pearson 

YOUNGSTOWN, O. 
Keith's 


Ist half (28-1) 
Bee & Ray Goman 
Bobby May 
Ruby Nortoa 
Harry Rose 





2d half (2-45 
Queen Queena & Q'a 





Picture 


Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Broadway (41) 
‘Hot Harlem’ 
3 Sepia Soagbirds 
Bon Bon Buddies 
Baby Coz 
Paul Meere 
Glennie Cheeseman 
Cora Green 
Louis Deppe 
Karl Tucker 
Bthel Fray 
Cora Green 
‘The Deceiver’ 
Capitel (20) 
‘Holidays’ U 
Peggy Bernier 
3 Jacks 
Lea Penman 
Thomas Coppa 
Terry Green 
‘The Guardsman’ 
Paramount (20) 
‘Stardust’ 
Bing Crosby 
Armida 
Mills Broa 
Harriet Hoctor 
‘Touchdown’ 
Roxy (20) 
3 Aces and Queen 
Harrison & Fisher 
Patricia Bowman 
‘Over the Hill 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Leop End (23) 
Billy Sternard 
Armand & Perez 
Gifford & Pearl 
Chinese Rey 
Blossom Seeley 
tennie Fields 
(One to fill) 
Oriental (27) 


Duke Ellington Or 

‘Girls About Town’ 

BUFFALO, N. Y¥. 
Buffato (20) 

‘Hacienda’ I 

Sue Russell 


Hinky & Dinky 


Doyle & Donnelly 
5 Gems 

6 Gordonians 
Adrina 

‘Rich Man's Folly’ 


Hippodrome (20) 
Lee Morse 

Ross Wyse Jr 
Rosette Luttman 
Clyde Hager 
Mulroy McN & R 
‘Road to Singapore’ 
CLEVELAND, O. 

State (20) 
‘Making Hay’ 
Dave Schooler 
Julia Curtis 
O'Connor Fam 
‘The Guardsman’ 
DETROIT, MICH. 

Fisher (20) 
Yacopi Tr 
Bob Hope & Jane 
‘His Woman’ 

Fox (20) 
‘About Town’ I 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Max Co 
Ben Dova 
Joe Pasco 
Paul Olsen 
Stan Meyers 
‘Ambassador Bill’ 

Michigan (20) 
‘Rhythm & Color’ 
Violet Carlson 
Bob Nolan 
‘Local Boy Makes’ 

PHILADELPHIA 

Grand (20) 
Harry Green 
‘Guilty Hands’ 
PROVID’NCE. R.I. 

Fay’sa (20) 
Charlie Foy Co 
Seiler & Mills 
Frolickers Co 
Urbanis 
Geo P Wilson 
‘Lasca of the 





Rio’ 





ROBINSON &DeWITT 


“By far and away the best act en the bill this 
wook.’’—Minaecapolis “Star."’ 


Wook of Nov. 20, ST. PAUL, MINN. 











Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 
Ist half (28-1) 
Radiolites 
Leary and Craven 


Marian Hardy Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (2-4) 


Spence-Doris & C'r’ 
Davey & Rosemary 
J Carroll Co 
(Two to fill) 
Orpheum 
Ist haif (28-1) 
Whitey Roberts Co 
Joe-May & Dotty 
(Three to fill) 
znd half (2-4) 
Janet May 
Lang & Lawley 
Jules Howard Co 
Terrell & Fawcett 
Jerry Co 
Paradise (28) 
Conrad Nagel 
Joan Marsh 
(Others to fill) 
State (28) 
Fields-Smith & F's 
Ai Wohiman 
Count Bernevici Bd 
(Three to fill) 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Bay Ridge 
Ist half (28-1) 
George Lyons 
Jules Howard Co 
Frank Conville 
Carrying On 
(One to fill) 


3 Kitaros 
ASTORIA, L. IL 
Triboro 
Ist half (28-1) 


Ikaye & Sayre 
Smith & Hart 
Jerry Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (2-4) 
Dixon & Pal 
2 Rascals 
Farina & Mango 
Leary & Craven 
Johnny Pastine Co 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
Century (28) 
Alice White 
Tiny Town Rev 
R'd Donahue & Pal 
3 Brown Buddies 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Orpheam (28) 
Lohse & Sterling 
Jimmy Savo 
Betty Jane Cooper 
Lathrop Bros 
(Two to fill) 
CLEVELAND, 0. 
State (28) 
Paul Keast 
Stetson 
Anita Avila 
Mills-Kirk & M’tin 
6 Colored Men 
COLUMBUS, 0. 
Ohio (28) 
Milton Berle 
Maureen Rio 
4 Monitors 
12 Navy Steppers 








Dancing this werk is beautifully attended te by 
CHRISTENSEN BROS. 


AND CO. 


—Los Angeles “Express” 








This Week: Orpheum Theatre, Sait Lake City 





2nd half (2-4) 
Wilton Sis 
Drohan & Dupree 
Geo Griffen Co 
(Two to fill) 

Gates Ave. 

Ist half (28-1) 
Clifford & Marion 
Jean Carroll Co 
(Three to fill) 

2nd half (2-4) 
3 Ryans 
Le Paul Co 
Wm & Joe Mandel 
(Two to fill) 

46th St. 

Ist half (28-1) 
Winnie & Dolly 
Shaw & Brunet 
Ed Ford & Whitey 
Earl Faber & Co 
Gerardo & Nad’ Co 

2nd half (2-4) 
Harry Kahne Co 
(Four to fill) 
Metropolitan (28) 
Milo 
Bob Murphy Co 
Kings & Qu'ns R'm 
(Two to fill) 

Pitkin 

ist haif (28-1) 
H Heidt Orch 

2nd half (2-4) 
Winnie & Dolly 
George Lyons 
Carlton & Ballew 
Wilton & Weber 
(One to filly 

Valencia (28) 
Ross & Edwards 
Rodion 3 
Savami & Michi 


McKinney's Cot’ PF 
JERSEY CY., N. J. 


Loew's (28) 
Nicola 
(Others to fill) 
MONTREAL, CAN. 


Toew’s (28) 
Daro & Costa Rev 
Michon Bros 
(Yahree to fill) 
NEWARK, N. 

State (28) 
Faye & Mack 
William Haines 
Gordon-Reed & K'g 
(Two to fill) 
ROCHESTER, N.Y. 

Loew's (28) 
Dave Schooler 
Julia Curtis 
O'Connor Fam 
SYRACUSE, N.Y. 

State (28) 
Adier & Bradford 
Roma Bros 
Lee Barton Evans 
Sylvia Miller 
Trado Twins 
WASH’GTON, D.C. 

Loew's (28) 
Benny Davis Co 
YONKERS, N. Y,. 

Iaew’s 

Ist half (28-1) 
3 Ryans 
Olive Olsen 
Wm & J Mandel 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (2-4) 
Wills & Maxin 
Ed Ford & Whites 
Clifford & Marion 
(Two to filly 


J. 








| Fanchon 


| 
& Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Audubon 
Ist half 27 
Art Gallery’ I 
Felovis 
Eddie Cole 
BB, A, & T Joseph'n’ 
The Gathalots 
Olga & Lester 


-39) 


Herculean 8 
LaMarr Bros 
Mavis & Ted 
Marian & K'thryno 
ATLANTA, GA, 
Fox (27) 
‘Limehouse N'’ts’ 
Wing Wah Tr 
Armand & Lita 





The Ghezzis 
Harrison & Eimo 
Art Landry Bd 





24 Malt (26-27) 


Remos’ Midgets 
Grace Doro 

Wally Vernoa 
Harry Carroll's Co 


Warren & Inman 
Don Carroll 
Sunkist Ens 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Metropolitan (27) 
‘Dream Hpuse’ I 
O’Donnell & B’r Co 
Masters & Gauthier 
Peg Leg Bates 
Louise Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 
BRIDGEPORT, CT, 
Fox Poli (27) 
‘Tomorrow's St's’ I 
Bernie & Walker 
M Miles-W Allen 
Zelma-Fern Dale 
Buddy & Gretei 
Chiyo Kadomatsu 
Ireland & Kaye 
Welch & Nelson 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Fox (27) 
‘Sketches’ I 
Allan & Canfield 
Franklyn D’Amore 
Limberlegs Edw’'ds 
Duke Art 
Mildred Perlee 
Frank Hopkinson 
Sunkist Ens 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Buffalo (27) 
‘Hot Java’ I 
Jim McDonald 
Armanda Chirot 
Noree-3 Samuels B’ 
Vincent Yerro 


James LaMarr 
Belcher de V'y G'ls 


NEW HAVEN, 
Paramount @7) 
“2: Big ‘Ficurey f 
5 Jansleys 
Haline Francis 
Harold Stanton 
Lou Barrison 
Muriel- Gardner 
Sunkist ns 
.N. ORLEANS, 
State (27) uA. 
‘Round the Wori@’ r 
H & F Usher 
Nord & Jeanne 
Tex Morrissey Co 
Phyllis DuRarry 
Globe Trotters 
OAKLAND, CA 
Oakland (2) 
‘Carnival’ I 
Raynor Lehr Ce 
The Andresens 
‘Teddy, the Hear 
Louia E Goody 
Cropley & Violet 
Carla Torney Ene 
PH'DELPRIA, Pa, 
Fox (27) : 
‘Five Races’ [ 
Frank Jenks 
Danny Small Coe 
Adams Sis 
Kanazawa Japa 





Chief Eagle Sky 








——$———— 








RE-ROUTED 


On a Loew Picture House Tour 


ROSS and EDWARDS 


Thanks te 
LEDDY & SMITH 











Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO, ILL, 
Chicago (27) 

‘Greetings’ I 

Del Chain 

J & H Griffith 

Jimmy Clemons 

Buster & Brown 

Doérothy Thieme 

Collenette Ballet 
Paradise (27) 

‘Gay Vienna’ I 

Duei de Karekjarto 

Gaudsmith Bros 

Rena & Rathburn 

Woodland Rev 

Carla Torney Girls 

Tivoli (27) 

‘Black & White’ I 

Joseph Pope Jones 

Raymond Baird 

Clifton & Brent 

Dolly Kramer 

Rose Glesby 

Marie LeFlohic 

Margaret Al’ Head 

Sunkist Ens 
Uptown (27) 

‘Novelties of ‘31’ 

Tom Patricola 

Lucille Sis 

Schichtl’s Wond'tes 

Barbarina & Pal 

Novelty Clinton 

Sunkist Beauties 


PORTLAND,. ORE, 
Paramount (27) 

‘Aloha’ 

The Briants 

Ryan & Noblette 

Al Gordon's Canin's 

4 Kadex 

Gaylene & DuRay’e 

SAN FR’SCO; CAL 

Fox (26) 


‘Manihiattan® I 
Jack: Sidney 
Swor & Gaode 
Bruno Weise 3 
Jack Lester 
Tacille 
Sunkist Ens 


SEATTLE, WASH, 
G6th Ave. (27) 
‘Fine Feathers’ [ 
Novelle Bros 
Edna Covey 
Emilie & Romaine 
Arthur Ia Fleur 
Sunkist. Ens 
SPOKANE, WASH. 
Fox (78) 
‘Tin Types’ I 
Pressiar & Klalas 
Aaron Sis 
Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remingtoa 





Sunkist Ens 





JEROME MANN 
Comedian. Singer, Dancer, Impersonator, M.C., ete. 


P.S.—‘‘! alse take in washing.” 
Week Nov. 27—RKO-Orphcum, Omaha, Nebr. 





DETROIT, MICH. 
Fex (27) 

‘All at Sea’ 

Ben Bard 

Lester & Garson 

Gregory & Raymon 

June Worth 

Matt Brooks 

Sunkist Ens 


HARTFORD, CT. 
Capitol (27) 
‘Vacation Days’ I 

Zelda Santley 

3 Jacks & A Queen 
Wilmot & Peters 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Kathleen Kay 
Sunkist Ens 


H’LYWOOD, CAL. 
Pantages (26) 

‘Midnite’ I 

Lynn Cowan 

Nash & Fately 

Arthur Petley Co 

Libonati 3 

Gautier’s Hot Dogs 

IND’APOLIS, IND. 
Indiana (27) 

‘Cozy Corner’ I 

Ruth Roland 

Alice & S LaMonte 

Rector & Doreen 

3 Jays 

Frank Rogers 

LOS A’G’L’S, CAL. 

Loew's State (26) 

‘Swiss Movements’ I 





SP’GFIELD, MASS. 


q Fox Poli (27) 


‘Hacienda’ I 
Sue Russell 
Hinky & Dinky 
Doyle & Donnelly 
& Gems 
6 Gordonians 
Adriana 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Fox (27) 
‘Yesterday Stars’ f 
Eva Tanguay 
Corinne 
Brown & Jordan 
Hi T Ward & K'lly 
Rice & Caddy 
Sylvia & Joyce 
Cho Cho 
G Harrison Co-Eds 
Alexander & Evel'a 
Freddie Ford 
TOLEDO, OHTO 
Paramount (27) 
‘Modern Minstrels’ I 
Tyler Mason 
Bruce Jordan 
3 Page Boys 
Harry Van Fossea 
Mark Nelson 
Esther Campbell 
Sunkist Ens 
TORONTO, ONT. 
Imperial (27) 
‘About Town’ I 
Ted & Al Waldmas 
Max & Co 
Ben Dova 


— 





OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. & 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 
This Weck: Clark Sisters, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Mastey 





ed 





6 Lucky Boys 
Will Dooley 
Frances Lee 
Bert Prival 
Sunkist Ene 


MILWAUK’E, WIS. 
Wisconsin (27) 


‘La Plaza’ 1 

Les Gellis 

Brancel & Pals 

Skeeter & Fay 

Nelly Fernandez 

Lucinda & Ricardo 

Chiquita 

Eduardo Delgado 

Agustin Palafox 

[Cstelita 

Spanish Ene 

MIN’POLIS, MINN. 
Minnesota (27) 

‘Montmartre’ I 

Joe Jackson 

Dolores, Ed & D’g’s 

Duval Sis 

Don Julian & M’'j'e 

David Robel 





Paul Olsen 

Joe vaaee 

Sunkist Ens 

VANCOUVER, B.0. 
Strand (27) 

‘Stage Door’ 

Bob Hall 

Webster & Marino 

Constance Evans 

Harney & Connors 

Vina Zolle 

Sunkist Ens 

WASH’GTON. D.O. 
Fox (27) 

‘Marches Militaire? 

Charles Irwin 

Large & Morgnet 

Rodney & Gould 

Sunkist Ens 

WOR'’STER, MASS. 
Palace (27) 

‘Circus Days’ I 

Bee Starr rm 

Lil St Leon Ce 

Tlooper & Gatchett 

Nelson's Elephants 

Sayton Co 


London 
Week Nov. 23 


BRIXTON 
Astoria 
18 Romanos 
OLD KENT ROAD 
Godewskey Bd 8S 





pArt 
Girls 


FINSBURY 
‘Statuettes’ 
Cariton-Tiller 
Heltanos 
Tony 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Hollywood Blvd, Once Proud Style 


Center, Now 


o_O 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Hollywood boulevard, much touted 
‘n turn as the Fifth avenue, the Rue 
de la Paix, and the Bond sireet of 
the West, has pulled a flop, with ac- 
cempaniment of gnashing teeth and 
sentle curses by... the Hollywood 
Chamber. of Commerce and Holly- 
vood Merchants’ Association. 

So far as setting the styles for the 
‘est of the world and continuing as 
u:; smart shopping center for the 
kings and queens of celluloidia, it 
10w just isn’t. Street has deterio- 
‘ated to a Sixth avenue complexion, 
vith ‘marked down to $9.98’ and 
such like brands of the cheaper 
narts of trade now evident where 
mee class reigned. 

Migration to Wilshire 

Last six months has seen a migra- 
ton south to Wilshire boulevard, 
which gradually has copped all the 
wank gown shops and Milady em- 
»priums. 

Now the elite of the pictures do 
wt buy their class stuff in Holly- 
vood, but on Wilshire boulevard, 
vhich is in Los Angeles, and the 
‘Yyulevard merchants are shedding 
ears and claiming lese majeste. 


Nothing Exclusive 


Today Hollywood boulevard can 
muster only two class shops where 
once almost all within the confines 
of the city were centered. Both 
these stores have branches on Wil- 
shire, further demonstrating to the 
die-hard Hollywood business men’s 
clubs just which way the straws 
léan. 

Cheap luggage stores, five and 10 
emporiums and cut-rate merchan- 
ddsing are now the order of the day 
on the avenue which once was 
neading toward real class. 

Only consolation is that pawn 
shops are still barred from the 
street floor, for a city ordinance 
compels the three balls to be dis- 
played only above a flight of stairs. 


Dummy Costs Vaude Act 
Damaged Car and Cops’ Ire 


A vaude act carrying a dummy in 
its car caused plenty of excitement 
on Washington Heights last week. 
Act was Hall and Eslie, who drove 
to the stage door of the Washington 
theatre with their dummy propped 
up in the back seat. Pair went in- 
side to find out rehearsal time next 
day and a street urchin peeked in 
the car and saw what he thought 
was another racketeer murder. 

Kid raced for the police station. 
Bells rang, cops jumped, machine 
gun squad ieaped into its car, etc. 

The cops were sore at first over 
what they believed was a hoax, but 
were not half as burned up as the 
vaude team when they found the 
police had almost wrecked their 
auto getting to the locked in 
dummy. 


Franchini Charge Fails 


A charge of assault brought 
against Rosalie Rodriguez, 20, a 
clerk living at the Piccadilly Hotel, 
West 45th street, by Mary Ann 
Franchini, 24, dancer of 324 West 
47th street, was dismissed in Special 
Sessions Friday (20). Miss Fran- 
chini charged the defendant and the 
latter’s boy friend beat her up in 
the Franchini apartment Oct. 6 in 
& quarrel over another man. In the 
West Side Court Miss Rodriquez de- 
clared Miss Franchini was her sis- 
ter, The latter denied this. 

















Thrown from Horse 


Kathaleen Smythe (21) daughter 
of Marie Hartman, was tossed from 
a horse in Van Cortlandt Park last 
week and painfully injured. Miss 
Smythe was taken to the Fordham 
Hospital, where an examination 
showed a broken neck. Her condi- 
tion is serious. 

Girl’s mother is of the team of 
of Hibbitt and Hartman. Her 
father, Blly Smith, was Miss Hart- 
man’s first husband. 





Not Roseland Hostess 
In court, charging Jos. Fagano, 
Printer, with assault, Sylvia Yahe 
described herself as a hostess at the 
Roseland dance hall, New York. 





| churia. 


Bows to Ole $9.98 





Damp but Proud 





Larry Hart, the lyricist, 
saw a picture last week and 
when the lights went up tears 
coursed down his cheeks. 

‘Why, it never touched me,’ 
he yelled. And still maintains 
his point. 


COTY PERFUME PHONY 
CHARGED ON VIVAUDAU 


Jean Vivaudau, 24, who gave his 
birthplace England, and his occu- 
pation as that of a perfume manu- 














facturer, will be arraigned shortly 
in Special Sessions on the charge 
of offering to sell refilled bottles of 
Coty perfume. 

Vivaudau, detectives told report- 
ers, was the son of the famous 
sportsman. He was summoned to 
West Side Court with two others 
who were permitted to go as they 
promised to supply information to 
Assistant Dist. Attorney Gene Mc- 
Auliffe, who is conducting the 
prosecution. 

Two years ago Detectives Joe 
Fitzgerald, Tom Walsh and John 
Coleman of West 47th street, roun- 
ded up a gang of bogus Coty ped- 
dlers and sent them to jail. 

Recently executives of Coty 
learned through Broadway drug- 
gists that they could buy Coty’s 
perfume much less than offered by 
the firm itself. Sales were made 
and the stuff analyzed. The fraud 
was discovered. 

Detectives Clarence Farley and 
Frank Murray of the West 47th 
Street station were assigned. They 
supplied information to Coty’s heads 
that resulted in Vivaudau and two 
others being brought to West Side 
court. 

Lewis Bernstein, treasurer of 
Coty’s of 423 West 55th street, ap- 
peared in West Side court and 
signed the complaint. 





CREATING FEMME FANS 


Ladies Day in Sports in Football 
Now—Not So Hot 








Ladies Day, to create interest 
among the femmes, is being gener- 
ally adopted by professional sports. 
Last summer it came into exten- 
sive use in baseball, with one day 
weekly set aside for free admish 
for women. Among club to adopt 
the idea as a regular policy were 
the New York and Chicago major 
league teams. 

This fall Ladies Day has spread 
to professional football. Results 
from it so far have been satis- 
factory. 

The gag dates back to the old 
‘bloomer girls’ baseball teams and 
their wigged ringers. These troupes 
let the ladies in free to make them 
interested and familiarize them 
with the game. Same theory is in 
back of the major football and base- 
ball leagues adoption of the idea. 

Show business never found it 
practical to entice femme biz with 
a free gate, since most forms of 
the theatre hold as much basic at- 
traction for women as for men. For 
sports, however, it’s necessary to 
initiate women into the mysteries 
of the game. Once interested, it is 
figured, they’re likely to become 
steady patrons, and unlikely to at- 
tend the games without male es- 
corts. 





Texas Fame 





Dallas, Nov. 23. 


Texas’ renown for cowboys and 
six-guns offset by recent an- 
nouncement that the state’s fleas 
class as the world’s select. 


John C. Ruhle of Fort Worth, 
who makes a living producing flea 
circuses, sed so, and rated more 
front pages around here than Man- 
Ruhle says they’re smarter 
and lots tougher. 

Trainer is grandson 
Ruhle, who started the 


of Charles 
fiea cycle 


Roseland says she never has been |in Munich, 1821. His brother ope- 


*mployed as hostess by it. 


rates a flea circus on Broadway. 





MICKY KELLY’S FATE 


Jury Passing on Charge of Murder 
Against Him 








A jury before Judge Morris 
Koenig in General Sessions was to 
decide today whether Michael 
Kraus, ex-lightweight fighter known 
as Micky Kelly is guilty of murder 
in the first degree. He has been on 
trial for the past week charged with 
killing Jack Henderson, bartender 


| of a speakeasy and night club at.163 
| West 145th street, two years ago. 


Kraus, indicted under the name of 
Kelly, put up an alibi he was in- 
duced by two Negro policemen to 


| take a charge of felonious assault 





for the attack on Henderson, to pro- 
tect one of the officers, who Kelly 
insisted shot the bartender while 
handling an automatic gun he had 
taken in a raid. After Kelly was ar- 
rested for the assault, Henderson 
died in the hospital and the charge 
was changed to murder. He declared 
the officers had promised to have 
the charge dismis*2d against him as 
far as the assault charge went, but 
were unable to do anything when 
the more serious crime was charged 
against him. 

Kelly declared that one of the of- 
ficers was called “Manny”. Edward 
V. Broderick, his counsel, had the 
Judge order the prosecutor, Assist- 
ant District Attorney John F. Joyce, 
to produce in court Sergeant Em- 
anuel Klein, Negro, who admitted 
he had visited the place where the 
shooting took place about a half 
dozen times but always on police 
duty. He denied ever having seen 
the defendant before in his life and 
also denied he was in the place on 
the day of the shooting. 


Chinese Eateries 
Launch a Revival 
Of Floor Shows 


Oriental eatery owners are going 
to try floor shows with the chow 
mein again. There was a time when 
nearly every chop suey spot in Néw 
York had either a show or a band. 

Solly Shaw opened one last week 
in Harlem with six principals and 
six choristers, and seven more res- 
taurants, including the Palais d’Or 
on Broadway, will go for cabaret 
entertainment once more. Latter 
place will put In a new show Nov. 
28 of 15 principals but no chorus. 

Shaw also launches a new show 
Nov. 258 (Wednesday) in the China 
Gardens at Hackensack, N. J., of 
seven girls and four principals. 


100 More Witnesses 
Due in Erlanger Trial 


John J. (Jack) Dillon, former exec 
of the Erlanger office, admitted in 
N. Y. Surrogate Court yesterday 
(23) that he banked about $25,000 
between September of 1929 and 
March, 1930. At the time he was 
drawing a salary of $300 a week. 
Testimony came in the hearing be- 
fore Surrogate John P. O’Brien on 
Miss Charlotte Fixel’s petition to be 
declared the common-law wife of 
the late theatre man. Dillon was 
testifying for Mrs. Erlanger. 

Dillon couldn’t explain his source 
of income, when pressed, saying 
vaguely that he had some other in- 
terests. He admitted receiving a 
number of gifts from ticket brokers, 
but didn’t know how much or when. 
Dillon had charge of the distribu- 
tion of tickets for the Erlanger 
shows. 

He had testified previously that 
he had heard the contestant called 
Mrs. Erlanger and had been so in- 
troduced to her. Similar testimony 
had been given by Mrs. Dillon, the 
former Madeline Donnelly, who was 
the late A. LL. Efrlanger’s private 
secretary. Both were dismissed 
from the Erlanger office a week 
after his death. 

Except for points scored in cross- 
examination by Idasor Kresel, the 
defense has not as yet had its in- 
nings. When that will begtn is not 
indicated, but it is understood there 
will be at least 100 more witnesses, 
probably including those for the de- 
fence. 


Order Bookies Out 
Of N.V.A. Clubhouse 


300kmakers who have made an 
open practice of small bets around 
the N. V. A. Club were ordered out 
of the club last week. 

An anonymous letter registered a 
complaint against the gambling 
around the club. 




















No Sunday Coffee 


A sandwich and coffee stand 
at 60th street and Central Park 
West is open daily for the hun- 
gry. Usually a line there. 

On Sunday the stand is 
closed, probably on the theory 
hungry people aren’t out Sun- 
days. 


MAKING CONEY ISLAND 
ON B’WAY, SAYS COURT 


‘It is about time Broadway is 
saved from being a Coney Island,’ 
said Magistrate Francis J. Erwin 
in West Side Court when the usual 
pinch of ‘mechanical’ men and 
barkers were brought into him by 
plainclothesman Frank Houghton of 
Capt. Hayes’ staff. 

A girl usher and the mechanical 
man at the Central theatre were 
hailed to court before Erwin. The 
charge was that the mechanical 
man caused a large crowd to collect 
in front of the theatre. The usher 
had the tough assignment of turn- 
ing the mechanical man around. 

‘Broadway is becoming a minia- 
ture Coney Island. I was passing 
the Central theatre’ said the court, 
‘and observed the condition com- 
plained of. 

‘I was forced to take the roadway 
to pass. I am not a crank but one 
would hardly expect women to be 
compelled to endanger their lives 
by being forced to the street,’ said 
Judge Erwin. 

The charge is called the puller-in- 
law. Conviction in cases of this 
kind obviate the serving of a police 
summons and a summary arrest 
upon repetition. 

















Coast Dance Teachers 
Ass'n Likes Censorship 


Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 

Censorship of dance school adver- 
tising, to strike out extravagant and 
exaggerated claims of who instruc- 
tors are and what they can do for 
the student, is one of the incorpora- 
tion objects of the Dancing Teachers 
Business Assn. Group hasn't yet 
figured out how it will do it. 

Association will also lobby when 
legislation affecting the dance in- 
dustry is in question. Its first ac- 
tion is local, versus the talked-of 
unemployment taxation. 

Officers are Maurice L. Kusell, 
president; Charles Mosconi, first, 
and Elisa Ryan, second y. p.; Wanda 
Grazer, secretary, and Earle Wal- 
lace, treasurer. Directors are Ear- 
nest Belche, Norma Gould, Ernest E. 
Ryan and Walter Wills. 

After organizing the dance school 
situation locally, the teachers active 
in it figure on expanding to national 
scope. 








RUINED AN OBIT 


Mark Vance Sobs as Alf Wilton 
Denies Death Reports 








‘Alf T. Wilton is just a double- 
crosser,’ sobbed Mark Vance, ‘Va- 
riety’s’ obituary editor, when news 
arrived that the reported Wilton 
death was just a report. 

It traveled fast around Broadway 
Thursday (19). 

The former Keith and RKO agent 
and club booker couldn’t figure out 
how it started. He’s in perfect 
health, he said, and Thursday went 
in swimming at his Manhattan 
Beach home. 

Happy the report wasn’t true, said 
Wilton, as he apologized for any 
trouble he might have caused ‘Va- 
riety’s’ obit ed. 


Took Farmer for $6,000 


Easton, Pa., Nov. 23. 
Harry Goodman, of Philadelphia, 
alleged theatre promoter, arrested 
here on charge of taking over a 
farmer for $15,000. 
give him $6,000 profit 








in a few 


Stroudsburg and then selling 
Released in $10,000 bail. 
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Chicago Mobs Muscling In on 
Frisco Racket Boys Means Battles 





San Francisco, Nov. 238. 

Right now San Francisco is as 
wild and woolly as in the Barbary 
Coast days of 25 years ago. It’s cur- 
rently one of the wildest and wide- 
open towns in the country, though 
gangsterism has been held down to 
a minimum, so far as publicity is 
concerned. 

There are perhaps more racket- 
eers, Zunmen, rum runners, dope 
peddlers and bootleggers here than 
in any other city of its size. Until 
a few weeks ago Frisco’s crime was 
pretty much confined to its own 
brethren. 

Now the peaceful serenity of the 
rackets threatens to be overthrown 
with the advent of Chicago gangs 
who are muscling in and fighting 
rival Los Angeles mobs and even 
the police. Fighting with the cops 
is something new here. Racketeers 
of all descriptions are on friendly 
terms with the law. Reports have 
some police incomes running as 
high as $5,000 a month. 

It appears that peace is a thing 
of the past. Underworld rumors 
declare a big battle is due with 
plenty on the spot. It’s all over alky 
distribution throughout the state. 
The Bugs Moran mob has hopped 
in from Chicago, cornered the 
southern California grain alcohol 
market and resents the continued 
intrusion of another Chi mob who 
have located here and are trying to 
run sugar alky into the south. 


Deputy Sheriffs in Fight 


First entanglement occurred Ar- 
mistice Day, when a bunch of the 
Moran boys from Los Angeles hi- 
jacked several cars of Frisco alk} 
enroute to the south. The Frisco 
boys reported the theft of their 
cars and San Mateo county deputy 
sheriffs hotfooted it out after the 
hijackers. Result, one deputy dead, 
one deputy seriously injured, one 
racketeer fighting for his life in a 
hospital. 

There’s a lot of investigation go- 
ing on, but racketeers claim it won’t 
amount to anything. Only thing 
they’re afraid of it such a Federal 
investigation as landed Al Capone. 

Frisco’s location makes it the 
ideal spot for rum and dope run- 
ning. It’s easy to slip in a cargo 
of liquor or dope almost anywhere 
along the northern California coast 
line, load it into autos and shoot it 
throughout the west. There’s a con- 
stant stream of cars either coming 
in through the Canadian border or 
picking up the stuff from boats and 
heading for San Francisco or Los 
Angeles. This is also the cutting 
center of the west. 

Liquor is so easy to get here pro- 
hibition’s a horse laugh. That’s why 
the wine bricks, etc., went floppo 
here. Liquor is cheap, and usually 
good here. 





Cayces Escape from 
Cops’ ‘Fortune’ Charges 


Mrs. Gertrude Cayce, Edward 
Cayce and the latter’s secretary, 
Gladys Davis, were freed in Wést 
Side court by Magistrate Francis 
J. Erwin on the charge of pretend- 
ing to tell fortunes. The trio were 
arrested In Cayce’s apartment at 
the Victoria hotel on Nov. 11, by 
Policewomen Conwell and Mc- 
Namara of Capt. Mary Sullivan’s 
staff. 

Records containing patrons’ 
names and vast literature and mis- 
cellaneous records were seized by 
the cops. Max Hammerling, lawyer, 
recovered these when the court pro- 
ceedings were over. 

The courtroom was jammed with 
‘members’ of Cayce’s ‘Association’ 
as he called it. When Mrs. Cayce 
was exonerated she was embraced 
and kissed. Cayce had his hand al- 
most pumped off by his admirers. * 

$70 Fee 

Mrs. Conwell testified she had 
registered at the hotel for eight 
days. She was granted a hearing, 
she testified. Cayce was in his shirt. 
He reclined on the bed and ‘closed’ 
his eyes. A list of questions had 
been prepared by Mrs. Conwell. 
They were typed by the Davis girl. 





He promised to | 


The Davis girl said that the fee 


was $70. Marked bills were given 
ito her following the reading. 

Cayce and witnesses told of 
| Cayce’s psychic powers. “I was told 


months after buying a theatre in | when I was a child I had psychic 
it. | powers. 


The Cayces come from 


i Virginia Beach, Cal. 
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Negro Composer Faces 
Homicide Charge Over 
Death of Hal Bakay 


Spencer Williams, negro song 
writer, was arrested last week in 
Harlem charged with homicide fol- 
lowing the death of Hal Bakay, 21, 
night club entertainer. Deceased 
was reported having been in a fight 
with Williams near Connie's Inn. 

Bakay, according to one Harlem 
version, was acting as peacemaker 
between Williams and Jesse Cole- 
man, who were having an alterca- 
tion. In the mixup that followed 
Bakay received three stab wounds 
which proved fatal. 

Bakay had been in vaude prior to 
his engagement at Connie’s. He is 
survived by his wife, a former pro- 
fessional. 








DUBOIS’ UNCHAINED 


Juggler’s Lack of Trust Ruined 
Wife’s Health 








Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Celeste DuBois is no longer the 
wife of Wilfred DuBois, vaude, after 
having married Jan. 10, 1922. 

According to Attorney Irving Eis- 
enman, who arranged a peaceful 
settlement, Mrs. DuBois claimed in 
her suit, filed in Houston, that her 
husband showed her that he no 
longer cared; that he accused her 
of infidelity, and which accusation 
distressed her. 

Acting for DuBois, Attorney Eis- 
enman consummated a deal whereby 
he wouldn’t contest the action and 








Lay Off Cony 


~-_- 


Leonard Cony, of Chicago, is 
in no way connected with ‘Va- 
riety.” In his travels around 
the country Cony uses the 
name of this sheet on theatres, 
correspondents and others for 
passes, favors, etc. 

When not operating under 
his own name, Cony is rec- 
ognizable by horn - rimmed 
spectacles, swarthy complex- 
ion and fast chatter. He's 
about 25 years old. 


SECRET ROMANCE IS 
AGAIN UP FOR TRIAL 


Yonkers, Nov. 23. 

Trial of a case expected to begin 
tomorrow (24) in the White Plains 
Supreme Court will reveal the de- 
tails of a romance kept secret for 
16 years between Emil J. Stehll, silk 
manufacturer of New York, and 
Mrs. Mayre D. Zeisler, former show 
girl, who meanwhile has been thrice 
married. 

Plaintiff seeks to reopen a suit 
secretly dismissed a year ago in 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., in which she 
sought to compel Stehll to pay $47,- 
000 for the suppor? of the 15-year- 
old boy of which she is the mother 
and which she claims is a son of the 
defendant. 

In his answer in the secret pro- 
ceeding Stehll admitted paternity of 
the child but said he had given the 
boy’s mother $5,700 in the four years 
ending in 1920, when for $2,500 he 
obtained a release from further pay- 
ments. Exhibiting this release in 
court caused dismissal of the suit 

















Mrs. Dubois waived all rights to|a year ago. Now Mrs. Zeisler says 
alimony and any other monies in| she was tricked into signing the 
eeeard to DuBois. decument. 











’Round the Square 











Booker as 


Lookout 


Former vaude booker who had some indie houses is being paid $10 


nightly by gamblers operating dice 
office. Booker is the lookout at the 
for a play. 


and card games in his supposed 
door, admitting only those looking 


Gamblers pay the rent on the office and use the name of the former 
booker as a blind. Place was recently raided, but a fine is paid and 


operations start all over again. 





Guaranteeing Tip for Waitresses 
No longer do the waitresses in Macy’s dining room worry about the 


size of the tip patrons leave on the table. 


Macy’s has solved the waiting 


girls’ problem by fixing a 10% charge on each check. 
Each table check tells the diner not to tip the waitress. 
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FRED & ADELE 


ASTAIRE MORGAN 
HELEN TILLY 
BRODERICK LOSCH 
t 


The BAND WAGON 


THE PERFECT REVUE 
New Amsterdam,W.42 St. Evs.8:30. Mts. Thur.,Sat. 


REAL COMEDY HIT! 


A Church Mouse 


with BERT LYTELL, RUTH GORDON 
48th, E. of Bway 
PLAYHOUSE Evenings 8:45 
Evs. Best Seats $3. Mats. Wed., Sat., 2:30 
Extra Mat. Thurs. (Thanksgiving Day) 








GILBERT MILLER presents 


HELEN HAYES 


in MOLNAR’S New Comedy 


THE GOOD FAIRY 


with WALTER CONNOLLY 


HENRY MILLER'S Thea., 124 W. 43d St. 
Matinees Thursday & Saturday, 2:30 


LUNT-FONTANNE 
The Guardsman 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
Revue—Billy House—Bunchuk, Orch. 


APITOL ‘i's. 


Fri.—Joan Crawford—Clarke Gable in ‘‘Possessed”’ 
Midnight Show Tonite--Benefit Unemployed 
50th St. & 7th Ave 


O xX The World's Theatre 
“OVER THE HILL” 


with 
JAMES DUNN - SALLY EILERS 
MAE MARSH 
On Stage--—“THE ELEMENTS”—Mickey 
Mouse Cartoon—32 Roxyettes—Ballet— 
ww Orchestra, 





a 
















Broadw 
47th Serene” 
Starts Wednesday, Nov. 25 


SUICIDE F LEET 


BILL BorYyno— 
JAMES GLEA 





ROBERT ARMST 
RONG 
SON—GINGER ROGERS | 


PALACE 






Broadway and 


47th Street 
EDDIE GEORGE 
CANTOR & JESSEL 


BENNY MEROFF & BAND 
JANET READE 
BURNS & ALLEN 

Matinee Daily, 2:20 | 


$8, ST Near Lexington Avenue 
. Continuous Shews 
Wednesday to Friday, Nov. 25-27 


GIRLS ABOUT TOWN 


KAY FRANCIS—LILYAN TASH MAN 


THE GAY DIPLOMAT 
with IVAN LEBEDEFF P 
Lex. and 3d Ave. 


86:4.ST. . Continuous Shows 


Wednesday to Friday, Nov. 25-27 


GIRLS ABOUT TOWN 


KAY FRANCIS—JOEL MeCREA 


RAE SAMUELS 
and other RKO ACTS 

















et. 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Innocente Pedrolli, 
son, Nov. 13, in Los Angeles, Fa- 
ther is part owner of the Paris 
Inn, downtown cabaret. 

Mr. and Mrs, Geoffrey Kerr (June 
Walker) son, Nov. 15, in New York. 





Mr. and Mrs. Paul Boggs, son, 
Nov. 22, Los Angeles, 


TONY HOLDS TITLE, BUT 
KEED GETS THE CHEERS 


By JACK PULASKI 
It had been a long time since the 
Garden drew close to complete ca- 
pacity euch as last Friday night, 
and it was longer that New York 
saw so thrilling a lightweight bout 
as that between Tony Canzoneri and 


Kid Chocolate. Tony retained his 
championship, but it was a toss-up 
to the fans. The count by rounds 
appeared to show that Canzoneri 
won six, Chocolate got five and four 
were even. That’s how close it was. 

Most of the crowd remained after 
the decision was announced. The 
raising of Tony’s right arm was ac- 
companied by an outburst of razzing 
and cheers. Plenty present favored 
the Kid. The betting gentry had 
quoted 16 to five on Canzoneri, odds 
that seemed all wet, and the short- 
enders couldn't figure how they lost. 
The referee and one judge voted for 
Tony, the other judge being for the 
Keed. 

Both boys remained in their cor- 
ners, each wishing the other would 
first climb through the ropes. Twice 
they came together and talked 
things over. Finally Tony departed, 
and again the boos rang out, The 
Kid followed to cheering. 

The crowd was on its feet any 
number of times during the fight. It 
was that kind of a show. From the 
first they belted each other so lusti- 
ly that the customers were quickly 
excited. In the second round Choc- 
olate had Tony backed to the ropes 
and plastered him almost at will. 
The Cuban, whom Joe Humphries 
introduced as ‘The Senegambian 
and the best colored boy of his 
weight since George Dixon,’ copped 
the following round, too. 
Canzoneri started to come on after 
that, and at the half-way mark it 
looked even, First one man and 
then the other would unleash socks 
In flurries. In the seventh the Kid 
landed a right hook that sent the 
Brooklynite yards away, Toney im- 
mediately retaliating with the same 
sort of punch with the same results. 
Ninth and 10th rounds Canzoneri 
was out in front. It looked like the 
weight handicap was telling on the 
ebony lad—the latter weight 127 
pounds, while the champ came in at 
132, both being well under the di- 
vision limit of 135. However, Choc- 
olate fooled the talent by coming 
back at the last three rounds and 
putting up a great exhibition of 
punching. 





Kid’s Aim Better 


There is no doubt that the Kid 
showed more accuracy, and when 
his punches did land they were clean 
contacts, When in distress from the 
body blows of the champ the Kid 
would dance away with his left 
hand jabbing at Tony’s face and 
holding him off. Both men were 
wild at times. Tony’s right eye was 
badly abused. What effect his blows 
had on Chocolate could not be no- 
ticed because of the boy’s dark skin. 
The deciding factor that the 
judges counted in Tony’s favor 
probably was the fact that he did 
most of the leading. Chocolate’s 
campaign was strictly a counter 
fight. Willie Lewis, former welter 
champ, made his first Garden ap- 
pearance as referee in a major 
scrap, and did an expert job. 

Tony during the later rounds 
dropped his hands to his side, but 
walked in regardless, and generally 
ripped a left hook to the tummy. It 
is claimed Canzoneri has to lower 
his arms during a contest more than 
10 rounds, growing arm weary. In 
addition to the purse, Tony won the 
Lord Lonsdale championship belt 
that was owned by Freddie Welch 
and recently sold by the latter's 
widow to the Garden. 

Louis Kid Kaplan, once feather- 
weight champ, came to grief when 
Eddie Ran, Polish Clevelander, 
knocked him flat in two minutes of 
the semi-final’s first round. Both 
are welterweights. Eddie started 
Straightening up tactics right off, 
spearing the Kid with both hands. 

Big house held over 18,000. Gate 
was nearly $84,000. 





Southern's Contribution 

Southern Music Company is pub- 
lishing a theme song for the unem- 
ployment drive titled ‘I Will Share.’ 
Half the royalties and any profits, 
both in sheet music and records, 
will be turned over to the Emer- 
gency Unemployment Relief Fund. 

Already $150 has been sent to the 
fund as half of the $300 advance 
paid the writers, Dan Dougherty, 
Billy Hueston and Jack Scholl. 
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Tilden-Richards Net Troupe 
In Sticks for $3 Top 


Professional tennis matches by a 
quartet of players headed by Bill 
Tilden and Vincent Richards will 
play a return at Madison Square 
Garden, New York, December. 
Date is to be arranged through Jack 
Curley. 

Jerry Cargill and Ned Dobson 
promoted the indoor tennis setup 
and booked Harrisburg, Pa., as the 
first date, played last night (Mon- 
day). The former amateur tennis 
champs will put on a show Friday 
(20) in Pittsburgh. Playing with 
Tilden and Richards are Elbert 
Burke and Emmett Pare. 

Top in Harrisburg and for Pitts- 
burgh is $3. 





in 





ED LEE GOT ‘FINGER’ 


Charged With Street Bookmaking, 
Held for Trial 








“Someone put the finger on me,” 
groaned Edward Lee, 28, salesman, 
522 Bradford street, Brooklyn, when 
he was arrested outside of the 
Flander’s Hotel, 47th street by De- 
tective William Quinn of Inspector 
Walsh’s staff on the charge of being 
a bookie. 


Quinn testified he had Lee under 
observation at great length. He 
averred he saw many men approach 
Lee and hand him paper which the 
cop testified were betting slips. 

The cop approached Lee and 
asked him where the ‘slips’ were. 
‘Not me brother,’ replied Lee. ‘Oh, 
yes,” said Quinn as he fished out 
40 alleged betting slips from under 
Lee’s collar, 

Lee denied he was a bookie. Eli 
Johnson, attorney, asked for Lee's 
dismissal but Magistrate Erwin 
held the defendant for trial in Spe- 
cial Sessions. 





MARRIAGES 


Rosemary Cameron to _ Serge 
Flash in Flushing, L. I., Nov. 19. 
Bride is a coloratura’ soprano; 
groom from vaude. 

Ross McLean, of ‘Scandals’ was 
married this week to Beverly 
Birks, show girl, from Detroit, and 
society girl. McLean is understudy 
to Everett Marshall. 


Frank P. Kimball of Ashaway, 
R. L, to Maude Carroll, of Chicago, 
Nov. 12, at Crown Point, Ind. Both 
in chorus of Chicago ‘Girl Crazy’ 
company. 

Ula Sharon, dancer, to Wm. Berg- 
felt, merchant, in St. Louis re- 
cently. 

Engagement of Justine Chase, 
last with ‘Lysistrata,’ to George E. 
Haight, company manager of ‘Grand 
Hotel,” announced by Miss Chase's 
parents at Waterbury, Conn. No 
date set for wedding. 

Marguerite MacDonald, actress of 
Pawtucket, R. L, and Louis Nobile, 
boxer, New York City, filed mar- 


riage intentions at Greenwich, 
Conn. 
Jack Garrity, stage manager 


with Chicago company of ‘Girl 
Crazy,’ to Kathy Schauer, chorister 
in the same show, Nov. 16, at Wau- 
kegan, il. Groom is the son of john 
J. Garrity, Shubert rep in Chicago. 

Constance Bennett to Marquis de 
la Falaise de la Coudraye, Nov. 22, 
at the Beverly Hills, Calif., home of 
George Fitzmaurice. 

Loyce Whiteman, singer, to Harry 
Barris, songwriter and singer, Nov. 





22, Los Angeles. 





ASST. HOUSE MGR. SURE 
HIS GIRL LOVES HIM 


‘Your Honor, if you give me my 
freedom I will never bother Paula 


again, I kncw she loves me but she 


has taken this means to frighten 
me. I am positive she is sorry,’ 
said Fred Meder, 24, who said he 
had been as assistant manager for 
a motion picture house in Red Bank, 
N. J., when in West Side Court be- 
fore Magistrate Francis J. Erwin 
on the charge of disorderly conduct, 

Paula Reitmeyer, 32, former 
sweetie of Fred's, is a domestic em- 
ployed at 640 West End avenue. Re. 
cently she told Fred to go his way 
and she would travel hers. Fred 
would telephone and getting no an- 
swer, would call. Paula was told 
she would lose her job unless Fred 
stopped phoning and calling. The 
apartment attaches were told noi 
to let Fred in. 

Fred borrowed an errand boy’s 
jacket and a stage moustache. He 
entered the building. Paula came 
to the door. And Fred removed his 
moustachio and jacket and em- 
braced his former sweetie. 

Paula screamed and Fred fled, 
Detective Sergeant Nicholas Campo 
of West 100th street told Paula the 
next time Fred phoned to tell him, 
Fred did, but instead of embracing 
Paula, he was seized by Campo. 

Fred when he is not managing 
cinema house pilots speed boats for 
Long Island millionaires, he told 
Campo. The Court ordered an in-, 
vestigation. 


History of M.C.’s : 


(Continued from page 27) 


marked the decline of Ash and all 
other picture house m.c.’s. At the 
Paramount, Ash succeeded in doing 
better than the other m.c.’s who 
came before and after, but the com- 
munity spirit he had built up in 
Chicago was lacking on Broadway, 
Only possible exception was Rudy 
Vallee and his sojourn at the Brook- 
lyn Paramount. 

From New York Ash went to other 
Publix houses, later to Loew’s, and 
meanwhile did some broadcasting. 
For awhile he was in charge of the 
Publix theatre stage bands and 
m.c.’s. In Chicago Ash's income, 
besides salary, was derived from 
broadcasting, testimonials, etc. At 
one time the three biggest sheet 
music hits in the middle west were 
credited to Ash's authorship. He 
was in on aaything a popular m.c 
can be in on. A fan club, composed 
of femme followers and dedicated to 
Paul Ash’s defense and exploitation 
numbered several thousand mem- 
bers and carried on in his name for 
a long while after hed left the Loop. 


F. & M. Contract 


Ash never made pretense at pos 
sessing exceptional artistry in any 
particular stage line. Outside of 4 
piano solo now and then, he stuck 
to plain m.c.ing. His job ws 
chiefly to pace the picture house 
stage shows and make the short- 
salaried, one-number specialty acts 
look good. As a show-pacer an 
act builder he was generally con 
ceded to be the best in the field. 
For awhile he specialized in ‘dis- 
coveries.’ Several performers later 
carried the ‘Paul Ash protese’ bill- 
ing for prestige. The m.¢. style 
of entertainment even became seh 
erally known within the trade as 
the ‘Paul Ash policy.’ 

At the Frisco Warfield Ash is ace 
under contract to Fanchon & Marc? 
The contract carries options. 
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News From 


the Dailies 








This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New Y 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. | 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


; ork, Chicago, 
Variety takes no credit 








East 





Former museum freak, & glass 
eater, tried fo commit suicide in 
Valley Stream, L. I., Monday by 
munching five electric light bulbs. 
Suffered only slight pains in ab- 
domen and discharged from hos- 
pital in no danger. 


G. Martinez Sierra, Spanish pro- 
ducer, has purchased ‘Guest Room’ 
for presentation in Spain. 


Robert F. Gore-Brown, part au- 
thor of ‘Cynara,’ coming for a visit. 


Answering Dorothy Russell Cal- 
vit’s charge that her step-father 
had illegally given Beth Leary, ac- 
tress, a string of pearls valued at 
$25,000, the property of the late Lil- 
lian Russell and which Mrs. Calvit 
claims as hers, Miss Leary told a 
Supreme Court judge that the gift 
was made in return for ‘kindness.’ 
Upheld in her contention that she 
should not be required to be more 
specific. 


Rose Sydell, veteran burley ac- 
tress, will go legit this week in, De- 
troit in ‘Stepping Sisters.’ 


Beth Irving, actress, suing Mrs. 
Louis Wendel, wife of city magis- 
trate, for $25,000 for malicious per- 


secution. New chapter in the long 
story which started when Mrs. 
Wendel sued the performer for 


damages to a rented apartment. 
Reached its peak in charge that 
the actress jabbed her with an um- 
brella in the subway. 


Pulitzer prize conditions changed. 
Drama award now to go to ‘original 
American play performed in New 
York, which shall best represent 
the educational value and power of 
the stage.’ Omits proviso it shall 
raise standards of morals and good 
taste. 


Peter Van Aiken, vaude dancer, 
geeking a divorce from his wife, 
Pauline. She fell, he charges, for 
a Hoboken interior decorator, called 
in to redecorate the flat. 


Frances Marion back from Paris 
with a French divorce decree. 
Holly wood- bound. 


Rozika Dolly sheds Mortimer B. 
Davis as husband in the Supreme 
Court at Mineola, mentioning a 
bedroom scene in a Miami hotel. 
Represented in court by a deposi- 
tion sworn to in France. Inter- 
locutory decree granted with ali- 
mony matter adjusted out of court. 
She was asking $100,000 a year in 
her Paris suit. 


Katherine Burke, showgirl, being 
gued for $100,000 alienation, by Mrs. 
Julia S. Rose, wife of an advertis- 
ing man. Rose declares that their 
friendship is purely platonic and 
founded on the fact that he uses 
— Burke’s pictures in his cigaret 
ads. 


Wilfred Walter and Katherine 

cey, here from England to do 
epecial mats of Walter’s two char- 
acter play, ‘Happy and Glorious.’ 
Opened last week at the Bijou. Play 
is in 15 scenes. 


Melville Baker has acquired 
American rights to ‘My Barber,’ 
comedy by Rudolph Lothar, who 
wrote ‘Command to Love.’ 





Broadway barred to all street 
@tands and hawkers, except news- 


paper dealers, by Board of Alder- 
men, 


Marion Harris in bankruptcy. 
Owes $15,799. Liabilities include a 
Cigaret bill for $60, 


Zenatellos’ suit against Lily Pons 
or breach of contract removed 
from White Plains to N. Y. 


Ruth Morgan, showgirl, suing 
James Vail Converse, rich sports- 
man, for divorce. Sues in Conn. 
where ‘roughness’ is sufficient 
Srounds if rough enough. She says 


e beat her three times in two 
weeks, 





Court of Appeals has upheld the 


that they were not responsible. Fine 





Heviction of John C. Flinn and 
sag Fr. Lalley in Pathe studio 
case. 


They were convicted of | 


having too much inflammable film 


©n storage and appealed on ground | against 


of $500 or six months. 

Eugene Howard back in 
dals’ after illness. Geo. 
played his role. 


‘Scan- 
White | 





Comparisons by radio between 
Times Sq. and Chi’s Loop demon- 
strated that the Loop is 80% louder. 
CBS relayed records from both 
spots to N. Y. Electrical Society 
meeting last Wed. 








Equity standing pat on a six-day 
week is offered a Monday holiday 
by managers in exchange for Sun- 
day shows. 





Tyrone Power, 3d, made his stage 
debut last week in Civic Shake- 
speare’s ‘Merchant of Venice’ under 
his dad’s tutelage. 





Mrs. Nils T. Grandlund, formerly 
Roze Wenzel, injured by a fall from 


a horse, Concussion and con- 
tusions. 
Granada theatre, Brooklyn, in a 


near panic last Tuesday (16), when 
conduit explosion nearby was fol- 
lowed by darkened house. 

New ward in Mt. Sinai hospital 
has a radio pillow for every bed. 
Rubber bag containing a small re- 
ceiver which enables patient to 
listen in without earphones or dis- 
turbing neighboring sufferers. 

Actors’ Fund, which recently 
abandoned its annual benefit be- 
cause of the number of unemployed 
benefit performances, will cover 
deficit by a boxing carnival] in the 
Garden, 











Robt. V. Newman shelves ‘Front 
Money’ as being too much like ‘Hot 
Money.’ ‘Man of Magic’ probably his 
next venture. 





‘Star Dust’ to have one revolving 
and two sliding stages. 

Rumored that Ruth Chatterton 
may be borrowed from Warners for 
‘Defiance.’ This is the Sada Cowan 
play which William Brandt may 
produce if he can get the star. 





Met. Op., from Gatti Casazza 
down, take a 10% cut. Chop stops 
this side of the tickets, however. 
No markdown there. 


‘Good Companions’ is to result in 
revival of concert parties which will 
tour the country after the fashion 
of that in the English play. Spon- 
sored by Mr. and Mrs. Warren U}l- 
mann. Offered as the ‘first,’ but 
concert parties were common back 
in the ’70s and ’80s; small troupes 
invading towns not sufficiently pop- 
ulous to support a regular theatre. 








Mr. and Mrs. Eugene O'Neill va- 
cationing at Sea Island Beach, Ga. 


Suit of Vesta Wallace against Al 
Trahan for the $20,000 she might 
have earned had not Trahan walked 
out on her, as she claims, goes to 
trial] Nov. 30. Trahan claims he did 
not walk out but was shoved, find- 
ing it impossible to get along with 
his teammate. 





‘Naughty Marietta’ to try the road 
following date at the New Amster- 
dam. Ilse Marvenga will head the 
cast. 





Postal Tel. abandons its theatre 
ticket service. Draw of three or 
four hits does not keep the depart- 
ment out of the red. Will resume 
if and when stage conditions better. 


Jury refuses to indict Mrs. Emily 
Roberts Cobb for murder of her 
husband. Mrs. Cobb was formerly 
in musical comedy. 





Equity extends week-before-Xmas 
layoff to 11 days, with proviso that 
principals are paid $5 and chorus 
$3.50 a day for expenses. 





Dick Mack to tell his stories to a 
disc recorder and perhaps go on 
radio platters. 





Marjorie Rambeau in town with 
her new husband. Not bothered by 
story that Los Angeles D. A. is dig- 
ging over her recent marriage. 





Will of the late Mrs. Elizabeth 
Schenck, who died Oct. 21, probated. 
Estate of ‘more than $10,000 divided 





equally between her seven children 
including Nicholas and Joseph 
Schenck. 


_— | 

World’s highest speakeasy’ raided | 
on the 31st floor of the Deimonico 
hotel. Pinch made Friday and eight | 
men and 267 bottles collared. 








John Parrish, idle actor, kieked | 


in the window of a branch post | 
office on 43d street as a protest | 
government inaction 37) 


meeting the wnemployment situ- 
ation. Held in $600 bai) for trial, 


Debate between Dudley Field Ma- 
lone and John Anderson on dra- 
matic criticism postponed until 
next Sunday (29). Originally 
scheduied for last Sunday. Pro- 
ceeds to unemployment fund, 





Petition filed in Surrogate’s court 
shows the estate of the late Arnold 
Rothstein to have dwindled to $250. 
Most of the debts due the estate 


are uncollectable, say the executors, 


because the debtors are either in 
prison, bankrupt or broke without 
the formality of bankruptcy. 





‘Bride the Sun Shines On’ in a 
fog and Lawrence Langner will de- 
fer production pending revision. 





Milton Douglas, actor, in an 
alimony jam with his wife, Marie 
Dayne, of musical comedy. Says 


he didn’t contest her divorce ac- 
tion, because she contended, he 
was holding her back in her pro- 
fession. Miss Dayne was awarded 
$35 a week alimony during the in- 
terval before trial, which has run 
up to around $1,600. Justice Gave- 
gan says Douglas will have to pay 
this ‘sum before he can reopen the 
decision. Hearing set for next week 
—if he pays. Miss Dayne obtained 
one interlocutory decree, had it 
voided and immediately began a 
second suit ona the same evidence. 
Not the band leader of same name. 





Lupe Velez arrived from Paris 
last week and raced to Los Angeles. 
Fred L. Deliden, her fiscal agent, 
in the toils on a forgery charge. 





Ernest Truex and Mary Jane 
Barrett, dancer in the ‘Third Little 
Show,’ more or less at cross pur- 
poses over the question of marriage. 
She announces he will and he says 
he doesn’t know. 





Actors planning their own relief 
station where needy players may 
eat without cost and without iden- 
tification. Fred Zimmerman, Ben 
Roeder and Sam Scribner will man- 


age. Union Church, B’way at 48th, 
will donate kitchen and dining 
room. 


Lya de Putti in a serious condi- 
tion from blood poisoning in her 
throat. Swallowed a chicken bone, 
which was removed without diffi- 
culty, but septic poisoning set in 
and an operation was necessary 
Sunday. 


Anna Karena, dancer, planning a 
divorce from Jay Liebman, Jr. She 
married him thinking he was 
wealthy, but all he had, she says, 
was imagination. 


Coast 


Murie] Evans, actress, was given 
final divorce papers from Michael 
Cudahy in Los Angeles. Announced 
at the same time that she was in 
love with a film executive whom she 
would not name. 








Lindley Carpet Associates, Ltd.., 
filed suit against Mary Nolan and 
her husband, Wallace T. Macreery, 
in L. A. for $572, alleging they 
bought a rug on the instalment plan 
but have failed to pay on it. 


Ben C. Hershfield, agent, filed suit 
against Barbara Bedford, actress, in 
L. A. for $170, part of which he 
asserts is commission due and the 
rest an unpaid loan, 


Thieves just took the motor out of 
the car of Astrid Allwyn, RKO- 
Pathe actress. 


Danny Hoy, actor, was brought 
before the L. A. psychopathic court 
last week and adjudged insane. 
Committed to Patton. 


Lloyd Hamilton, recently released 
from the Holiywood hospital, where 
he had been laid up with a broken 
left leg, was demonstrating his 
‘crutchy glide’ to Rex Lease when 
he slipped and broke the other leg. 
He is back in the hospital. 





Searching for a lost boy, Noah 
Beery and two companions were 
caught in a snowstorm last week 


and forced to spend the night in an 
abandoned cabin near Mt. Baldy. 
The boy was jater found by an In- 
dian guide. 





Ivan St. Johns, writer, dropped 
charges of disturbing the peace he 
had instigated against Jocelyn Lee, 
who is alleged to have staged a one- 
woman riot at the St. Johns home 
last May. Miss Lee had been tried 


|once on these charges, a hung jury | 


resulting. 

Abe Gore, theatre man, arrested 
Sunday (22) on a drunk driving 
charge when his car hit another 


Gore uninjured. 





Otto A. Peters, author and tech- 
nician, is suing Universal Pictures 


for $57,000 damages, alleging it owes 
him $7,500 back salary and $50,000 
for a story called ‘You,’ which he 
claims the company failed to return 
to him after they fired him. Peters 
was brought to Hollywood by U to 
act as technical director during the 
filming of ‘All Quiet.’ 


Mildred Marsh Forster, former 
film actress, filed suit in L. A. for 
divorce from Ygnacio’ Forster, 
charging cruelty. She was granted 
a separate maintenance decree last 
June, and custody of their three 
children. She asks a share in the 
community property. 


Marty Brooks, film director, fileda 
voluntary petition of bankruptcy in 
L. A. last week, listing no assets nor 
liabilities. These, he stated, would 
be filed later. 


Dist. Att’y Whelan of San Diego 
is investigating the marriage rec- 
ords of Marjorie Rambeau, actress, 
and Francis A. Dudger, who eloped 
Nov. 10. The D. A. wouldn't tell 
why. 


Harold E. Wisdom was given a 
eourt judgment over Ramon No- 
varro, in L. A., for $700 damage to 
his car, incurred in a crash. Wis- 
dom had asked $50,000 personal in- 
jury damages, denied upon intro- 
duction of pictures showing Wis- 
dom doing strenuous exercises. 

Ernest von Harringa is being held 
for trial in L. A. on charges of at- 
tempting to extort money from Dr. 
H. Clifford Loos and his former wife, 








Anita Johnson, parents of Anita 
Loos. 
Ray Rockett, film director, filed 


bankruptcy papers in L. A., listing 
liabilities of $117,259. Assets of 
$160,088, claiming $9,775 of that ex- 
empt. 


B. Rogers, brother of Buddy Rog- 
ers, actor, is being sued for divorce 
in L. A. by Helen Rogers, who ac- 
cuses him of being ‘just a playboy. 


Mid-West 


Kaspar G. Schmidt, Chicago 
broker, who died of a heart attack 
last week, was twice married to 
actresses. His first wife was the 
late Martha Mansfield and the sec- 
ond, Ruby Dolores Burge Halliday, 
former show girl. Schmidt's break- 
up withthe latter was said by 
friends to have caused a broken 
heart, 





Old Green Mill, for many years 
a night club, goes ballroom. Tom 
Chamales is still part owner of the 
property. 


Lindy theatre, Chicago, lost $400 
from its boxoffice in a holdup. 


Matter of a bad $5,000 check 
found among the effects of the late 
William K. Ziegfeld, brother of the 
theatrical producer, issued by Gor- 
don Thorne, Chicago millionaire, is 
up in court. Thorne admits stop- 
ping the check, but with Ziegfeld’s 
consent, he states. 


Herta Rittel, Viennese film actress, 
named correspondent in the divorce 
proceeding of Conan Hatch, iron 
foundry executive of Benton Har- 
bor, Mich. Miss Rittel once sued 
Hatch for $25,000 heart balm, but 
lost. 


Bertha Ochsner, Chicago concert 
dancer, will tour the Coast in Janu- 
ary. Meanwhile, Miss Ochsner is 
starting a school in Chi. 


Disappointed in love over Marie 
‘Dixie’ Dugan, cabaret dancer, 
Abraham Hantover, 27, committed 
suicide in Chicago. Seach is on for 
the girl. 


Minneapolis Hotel and Restaurant 
Ass’n will try to get over a repeal 
of the dance curfew law at the next 
session of the _ state legislature. 
Present ruling calls for the bell to 
ring at 1 a. m. and it’s being en- 
forced. 





Protest by Sigma Delta Chi, Min- 
neapolis professional journalistic 
fraternity, to Will Hays regarding 
newspaper films painting the fourth 
estate blacker than the ace of 
spades, was voted on at a meeting 
| of the Broup. 

Roy Dunlap, editor of the St. Paul 
‘Pioneer Press’ and ‘Dispatch,’ sug- 
| gested the move after pointing out 
|that not all reporters were bootleg- 
| gers, racketeers and drunks as the 
films would have it. 


London 

Dinner being flung in London by 
film exhibitors in honor of Thomas 
| Ormiston, once president of the ex- 
|hibitors’ association, and now a 


Member of Parliament for a Scot- 
itish constituency. 








| Jack Hylton’s band engaged at 
| $5,000 for a week at Gaumont’s New 
Victoria theatre, in support of 
‘Spiinters in the Navy,’ new Twic- 
kenham film. 

|. British United Film Productions 
;}formed with a certain amount of 
|help from semi-official Government 





— 


circles, and having as its object the 
furtherance of British films in the 
Empire, holds its second meeting 
shortly. 





‘City Lights’ brought $500,000 into 
United Artists’ coffers during its 
first week on release, film going to 
178 Associated (Sritish theatres 
right away. 


Windmill theatre, once a film 
place and recently a legit house, 


diminutive sized, which staged ‘In- 
quest,’ went flicker again last week 


with a _ synchronized version of 
‘Livingstone,’ venerable British 
film. Came off after week and now 


playing “Tell England,’ B. I. P. 


Queer 
shortly is 


play due at the New 
‘The Red Light,’ tale of 
communist revolution, scenes in- 
cluded in the development being 
England in the throes of a Russian- 
like revolution. Basil Gill and Ian 
Fleming have the lead. 





Daly’s theatre, where revivals are 
being run on a grind policy, will 
follow ‘The Country Girl with 
‘Monsieur Beaucaire.’ Barbara Pett 
Fraser has lead. 


Only pantomine so far in view 
for London is ‘Cinderella’ at the 
Lyceum. 


Sales of British cemmercial autos 
this year has reached arecord. 





RKO 5 Act Policy 


(Continued from page 27) 


on full weeks under a $4,000-$5,000 
weekly budget. Detroit will get the 
Howard-booked bills now playing 
Columbus, latter town switching to 
the intact route for less expensive 
bills. 

Orpheum, Davenport (new), opens 
Nov. 25 with a five act split week 
policy, and a $2,100 budget at the 
start. On Dec. 26 South Bend, Ft. 
Wayne and 3rand Rapids, now 
playing straight pictures, will add 
vaudeville on Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday each week; five acts on 
$2,100 budget pro rata, or $900 each 
weekly for these three-day shows. 

Sheridan Square, Pittsburgh, re- 
turns to vaudeville Dec. 25 with 
four acts on a split under a $1,600 
budget. 

8 Acts Out West 

Golden Gate. San Francisco, on 
Nov. 25, and the Orpheum, Oak- 
land, Dec. 2, will install eight act 
policies by adding four acts weekly 
to the intact units. Chester and 
Madison theatres, New York, and 
Rochester and Syracuse, also on the 
intact route, have already been 
announced as going to six acts ali 
week with two turns added to the 
units. 

Another possibility for a vaude- 
ville return is the State-Lake, Chi- 
cago, now straight pictures, for 
which an eight act show has been 
suggested. 

Theory under which five acts now 
appear favored for the intact route 
is that not enough show is possible 
with four acts and $2,750 budgets 
in proportion to the vaudeville’s 
importance when played with weak 
pictures. It is also figured th> in- 
tact route towns are strong enough 
for bigger shows. 

Because of the uncertainty of its 
film supply, it has been necessary 
for RKO to exploit its western 
vaudeville along the ‘always a good 
show’ lines. This has served to 
partially offset the film weakness, 
but the booking office is said to 
have found it difficult to maintain 
a satisfactory entertainment level 
with four act bills at $2,750, be- 
sides the cuts. 


More Elastic Budget 

Another matter pending in con- 
nection with the intact route is a 
more elastic budget in the future 
to permit the playing of more 
money attractions when available, 
At $2,750, it has been found im- 
possible to buy a well balanced 
show when one act of the four re- 
ceives more than $1,250. That 
amount, with a couple of excep- 
tions, has been about top for the 
few headliners booked on the in- 
tact route in the past year. 

The new system, if adopted, will 
allow the booker to go above the 
budget about once a month, or for 
approximately one show in every 
four, with the excess not limited 
but established by the act’s value, 
Weaver Bros. and Olsen and John- 
son are the only acts played on the 
intact route since its inception that 
sent the theatres well over the bud- 
get. Horace Heidt’s band is booked 
for an intact shortly and will be the 
third exception. Over-budgeted 
units are being talked of for Black- 
stone. Borah Minnevitch, Fifi 
I)’Orsay and the Bill Robinson cole 
ored $5,000 bill in event that the 
grant is made, 


“? 
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Broadway 


Napoleon museum closed. 
Paul Stewart film testing, 
Hubbard Nye a new Jerseyite. 


Ray Crosset called off the Cali- 
fornia trip. 

Ray Goetz’s ‘Star Dust’ will in- 
elude 30 sets. 


Edmond Pauker back after a long 
grippe battle. 





John Paine played 
Wesleyan in ’05. 

Julie Anhalt trouping with 
lies’ as company manager. 

Arthur Kober expected to breeze 
back to the studios Dec. 5. 

The Ed Sullivans won't call the 
baby Winchell, if it’s a boy. 

Fred Herendeen for Phoenix, 
Ariz., recuperating from pneumonia. 

Karl Hoblitzelle is stopping off in 
New York on his way back to Texas. 

Fran Madan, picture boss of In- 
dia, is on his annual to New York. 

Bob Taplinger is CBS’s ace foot- 
ball picker. He has added plenty to 
his bankroll. 

Soph’s son Bert’s shoe store job, 
for which he renounced the stage, is 
with I. Miller. 

Max Gordon has moved over to 
the Erlanger office, where it’s safer 
to carry a cane, 

Autograph pests despite house 
managers getting into hair of first- 
night celebrities. 

Warmest November in years has 
helped depress the depression 
among the furriers. 

Al Dubin received his Hungarian 
royalties last week—3,000,000 zlot- 
skys. In cash, $1.20. 

Horn & Hardart, automat restau- 
rant chain, made more money than 
during the ’29 boom. 

Josie Heather is a late addition to 
‘Miss Gulliver’s Travels,’ opening at 
the Hudson Wednesday (25). 

Mike Redling, Rosofi’s off the arm 
expert, can cover 100 yards in 11 
seconds flat. Or he could. 

Most of the people who are en- 
gaged in the cabaret field nowadays 
are paid off in rubber checks. 

Lupe Velez strolled around the 
New York nite life somewhat alone 
after leaving the boat last week. 

Federation of Jewish Philanthropic 
Societies’ annual $100-a-plate din- 
ner and show goes on Nov. 29 at the 
Plaza, 

Those who saw ’em say Edmund 
Lowe and Lilyan Tashman didn’t 
look at all estranged at the Garden 
the other night. 

Harry Hershfield has gold tele- 
Phones all over his home. But 
Chinese gilt shutters cut off all view 
of the East River at his office. 

They say the name Geist, as pro- 
ducing ‘Steel’ was chosen because 
it means ghost with the ghos: John 
Wexley, the author, also producing. 
_ not a Wall Street person after 
all. 

Times Square Trust bank, which 
closed in ‘one’ recently with plenty 
of show biz scratch in the till, 
started paying off 50% last week. 
Promises to make up the dif event- 
ually. 

Mike Scott, the veteran, is in the 
hospital corps. He rose too quickly 
from a chair in his apartment and 
fell, injuring his knee and head. The 
hurt is responding to treatment, but 
Mike is taking it easy for a few 
days and staying abed until noon. 

Depresh has been a pulmotor for 
the fly by night store renters, En- 
deavors of this type all over town. 
wiih plenty in the bright light acre- 
age. All that’s needed is a so- 
called stock of something or other 
and some red paint to announce the 
alleged bargains. 

NBC has finally dug up a Prince 
for itself. He is Prince Serge De 
Samov, claimed by NBC to be a 
legit Russian blue blood. The 
Prince, as NBC is now calling him 
was discovered last week by the 
press department, although he has 
been with NBC for two years as a 
studio engineer. If NBC doesn’t 
get much of a news break with its 
prince, it'll probably dig up a de- 
posed king. 


football for 


‘Fol- 





Toronto 


Cheaper beer. 
First birth control clinic. 
Nabes holding their own. 
Sid Hibbs shooting sevens. 
Vern Byfield working again. 
New arena sell-out for opening. 
Marie Fraser cookery expert now. 
Jim Londos, wrestler, doing par- 
ties. 
Jack Pierce thought he could play 
bridge. 
Sandy Saunders wins a golf prize 
last. 
Cliff McCormick to play the organ 
at Uptown. 
Larry McKecknie 
horse again. 
Andy Passmore back in the stock 
market and smiling. 
Rumor about return of vaude to 
Loew’s again denied. 
The Varsity campus daily takes 
it’s film reviews seriously. 
Frel GrifEn off to New York to 
write up comic strip creators. 
Five of six acts playing Shea’s 
(RKO) travelling by motor car. 
Mary Pickford birthplace no long- 
er a stop for rubberneck wagons. 
Abe Orpen’s spot raided and 93 
boys gathered in. Gambling charge. 
Concert prices all $2.50 top now. 
Galli Curci and Kreisler this week. 
Sam Cross (Healy and Cross) 


@at 


fell off his 





celebrates his wedding anniversary. 
Belle Bennett closes four weeks 
RKO time and _ ~worries about 
weight. 
Fred Cully thought he had a Buf- 
falo orchestra job. U. S. Immigra- 
tion boys said no. 


Bob McStay passed up an ad 
agency job to come back to his 
first love, the Star. 

Depression hits the A. D. (Cow- 


boy) Keans, who were storked this 
week. They hoped for twins. 
Beauchamp has revived the 400 
club. Rents Beardmore’s home on 
St. George st., now Fraternity Al- 
ley. 
Trouble at Empire, Cameron Mat- 


thews stock, where stagehands 
threaten strike if musicians are let 
out. 


The beauteous Phyllis Grant tiffs 
with Cameron Matthews, stock, and 
walks out. Now doing an ether 
tiny tot hour. 

Lennox Robinson has brought his 


Abbey Players over from Dublin. 
Canada in ‘Whiteheaded Boy’ and 
John Ferguson. 

Frances Campbell has blossomed 
out as a fencer. Copped ‘Interna- 
tional epee’ prize in Paris, what- 


ever an ‘epee’ is. 

Papers ballyhooing 
sler after that best 
award. She’s a home product. 
merly Marie Kroeler. 

Tom Daly sr. named to manage 
Maple Leafs, International (Ball) 
League. Tom Daly jr. trains Maple 
Leafs (Hockey) N. H. L. 

With Canadian dollars at discount 
of 13% in New York, all acts play- 
ing RKO and Par-Publix here have 
to cross over to U.S.A. again before 
getting paid off. 

Shea’s Hippodrome has the heavi- 


Marie Dres- 
performance 
For- 


est backstage crew on earth. The 
foursome under Albert Marshall 
weighs 1,068 pounds. Pop, the 
doorman, is a shrimp at 215. 





Panama 


By Bea Drew 


Happy Draughton is back tend- 
ing bar at the Ritz. 

Ike G. Rice, owner of Rice’s 
restaurant, died of heart trouble. 


News of the death of Florence 
Glossip-Harris in London received 
here. 

Bobby Wahlmann, Betty Lee and 
Lorna Loy of ‘Over the Top,’ sailed 
for New York. 

New girls arriving from New 
York for Bilgray’s were Ada Win- 
ston and Mildred Miller. 

Bobby Jacques, the Balboa girl, 
and Eleanor Vare, have opened a 
dancing school called the Van-Jac 
Studio. Plenty classy. 

Tourist Club raided. Babe Shu- 

bert arrested for permitting gamb- 
ling. Many jumped out of the 
windows, but 12 were held. 
Lilly Malloy, ex-entertainer, now 
running a hotel on the Island of 
Taboga, gave a big dinner for her 
sister, who married an Army of- 
ficer. 

Young Harry Wills, the fighter, 
will be tried before a jury on a 
charge of involuntary manslaughter. 
Outcome of an automobile acci- 
dent. 

Metropole closed — entertainers 
had not been paid for four months. 
Clarisse and Christian went to the 
Atlantic, Colon. Lopez Sisters to 
the Academy de Dance. 

Seven days or rain caused a slide 
in the Canal and on railroad with 
58 ships tied up. All twelve of the 
sluice gates open for first time 
since Canal was built — overflow 
terrific. 

Carlos Riazzo, property man with 
the Santa Cruz Theatrical Com- 
pany that went on the rocks in 
Colon, appealed to quarantine of- 
fice for aid. He wishes to return 
to his home in Venezuela. 

Governor of Panama _ absolved 
Johnny Stoffel of the Ritz for al- 
lowing the game of 26 to be played. 
Stoffel and McDevitt were both 
arrested and fined by the mayor. 
The governor ordered the fine re- 
turned and all is well. 

New show at the Atlantic: Al- 
bertina Pickins, Parker Sisters, 
30bby Nathis, Vivian Luce, Irma 
Dean, Mae Atwood, Deone Dor- 
raine, Margo Brieux, Billy Swift, 
Las Coralitas and Clarisse and 
Christian. Billy Moran is mgr. 

tay Rogers gets a divorce from 

Edward Emery. Ray worked at the 
Metropole years ago and has been 
here ever since — named wife of 
Great Raymond and Billie De Vere 
of the Happyland as cause of hus- 
band’s downfall. Awarded $100 a 
month alimony. Runs the Cameo 
Beauty Shop in Panama. 

Chief of Police Nicolas Barletta 
of Colon goes on a tear and enters 
the dining room of Bilgray’s dur- 
ing dinner hour. He asked patrons 
to identify themselves to his satis- 
faction. When given the razz he 
said, ‘Do you know who Iam? Iam 
the chief of police and if you don’t 
like my company you can all go to 
hell” Did Bilgray burn. Barletta 
is only a kid who takes himself too 
seriously. He won't last. 








HATTE 


Berlin 


Hanns Heinz Evers now 60-years 
old. 

Renate Mueller returns from Lon- 
don. 

There 
here. 

Ronald Colman from here to Vi- 
enna, 





are 12 operettas current 


owner, died. 


Max Hansen, 
back in Berlin. 

Olivia Fried to Vienna to work 
for Paramount. 

Ilse Bois prolonged at the Kab- 
arett der Komiker. 

Helmuth Krueger’s conferencier 
(m. c.) at the Scala. 

Elisabeth Bergner going to Hol- 
lywood in February. 

Charlotte Bara, dancer, will take 
her troup to the States. 

Leo Mittler, Paramount Paris di- 
rector, expected in town. 

Kate Dorsch and Max Pallen bug 
to Vienna for guest playing. 

Irma Weile-Barkany sang over 
the radio in eight languages. 

Max Hansen will sing the lead in 
Zeller’s ‘Der Vogelhaendler.’ 

‘Parenna’ had a turnover in Oc- 
tober of more than $250,000. 

Press teas for stars fashionable. 
Georg Lorant started this vogue. 
Friedrich Zelnik intends singing 
Asta Nielsen for his next picture. 
Yvette Guilbert gave a guest play 
at the Kurfuerstendamm theater. 
Elga Brink, film actress, becomes 
the wife of Fritz Freed, composer. 
Alexander Moissi will play in a 
sound picture, ‘The Living Corpse.’ 
Pordes-Milo, well-known libret- 
tist, died of heart trouble. He was 
60. 

Alexander Moissi will play in 
sound pictures. At present busy in 
tests. 

Marie Jeritza will sing Bruen- 
hilde in the next Bayreuth festival 
plays. 

Heinrich Lert, conductor, goes to 
Hollywood with his wife, Vicky 
Baum, 

Conrad Veidt wi!l play the lead 
in the Gottschalk picture ‘Ras- 
putin.’ 

Next staging at Metropoltheatre 


for five months, 


will be done by Robert Naestel- 
berger. 

Friedrich Hollaender composing 
the music for FPruno_ Franck’s 
“Nina.” 


Hans Reinmar, baritone, success- 
ful at Stadtische Opera. in Verdi's 
‘Macbeth.’ 

Charles Boyer arrives in Holly- 
wood at Xmas time and stays there 
eight months. 

Max Reinhardt on invitation from 
Cochran will stage ‘Beautiful Hel- 
ena’ in London. 

Film actress, Wanda Treumann, 
opened a picture theatre here at the 
Elsasser Strassee. 

Emmy Sturm makes her debut in 
sound pictures in “Pechvogel,” di- 
rected by Erich Engel. 

Gitta Alpar, most celebrated star 
this season, will be in the operetta 
‘Die Puppe’ (The Dolly). 

Otto Klemperer, German conduc- 
tor, returned after five months 
guest-playing in South America. 

Ike Blumenthal here for first- 
nighter of Paramount-Joinville pic- 
ture ‘Das Konzert’ (‘The Concert’). 

Robert Klein, theatre manager, 
has to pay $100 a day for actors re- 
engaged by him but without actual 
work. 

Hans Pfitzner has written a new 
musical drama ‘Das Herz’ (‘The 
Heart’.) Wilhelm Furtwaengler will 
conduct. 

E. A. Dupont here signing actors 
for his picture ‘Peter Voss, der 
Milliondieb’ (Peter Voss, Thief of 
Millions). 

Ernst Deutsch and Carola Toelle 
leads in Franz Kammerlohr’s “Tem- 
p> ueber Hundert” (Speed above 
Hundred.) 

Paul Hartmann has dissolved his 
contract with the Viennese State 
Theatre and intends return to Max 

Reinhardt. 

Max Reinhardt has bought the 
English comedy, ‘The Counsel's 
Opinion,’ by Gilbert Wakefield, for 
staging here, 

Eugen d’Albert, pianist and com- 
poser of ‘Tiefland,’ who not long 
ago married his fourth wife, wants 
divorce again. 

Toni van Eyck in a sanatorium 
for some time for nervous break- 
down, will appear at Staatliches 
Schauspielhau with Werner Kraus. 

Dorothea Albu, dancer, married 
count Clemens Bethusy-Huc. Dur- 
ing the winter season she will give 
a guest play at Covent Garden in 
London. 

The Austrian governmnet ap- 
proached Max Reinhardt, offering 
the management or lease of Burg- 


theatre. Reinhardt refused, being 
too busy with his Berlin stages. 
Ernst Busch, actor, Traugott 
Mueller, stage architect; John 





Hartfield, cameraman; Bela Balasz, 
author; Fritz Korntner, actor and 





Lil Dagover expected here at 
Xmas, 
Richard Heinroth, restaurant | 





director, will go to Russia to work 
there. 

Gerhart Hauptmann’s latest drama 
just finished is called ‘Vor Sonnen- 
untergang’ (‘Before Dawn’). Forty- 
two years ago he wrote his first 
play, called ‘Vor Sonnenaufgang’ 
(‘Before Sunrise’). 

Kuleshow, Russian director and 
teacher of Risenstein and Pudowkin 
secures Erwin Kalser, Leo Reuss, 
Walter Jung, and Carl Hannemann 
for the German version of the 
Meshrabpom picture, “Horizone.” 


; The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 


The ticker tape system, giving 
stock exchange quotations, installed 
in Amsterdam. Rotterdam and The 
Hague get ‘novelty’ next year. 

Hotels and cafes have miniature 
petrol pumps to fill up gas in auto- 
matie lighters. Scheme is to com- 
bine it with advertisements. 

Mrs. de Boer van Ryk, 75, played 
for the 700th time at Amsterdam 
the title role of ‘Eva Bonheur,’ 

The Russian conductor and com- 
poser, Alexander Glazounoff, has 
been guest-conducting in the Am- 
sterdam Concertgebouw for a week. 

Paris Grand Guignol Company 
here with plays which give you the 
creeps. 

Forei#n artists here include 
Dimitri Smirnoff and his wife, 
Lydia Smirnoff, from Scala, Milan; 
Paul Loyonnet, French pianist, and 
violinist Erica Morini, accompan- 
ied by Geza Frid. 


Montreal 


Eddie English out on Maroons. 
Yeorge Wright out of hospital. 


Tom Hawkins back from honey- 
moon. 

Tommy Conway still figuring on 
burleycue. 

Win Phillips band at Mandarin 
going on air. 

Eaton’s grab CKAC for Santa 
Claus parade. 

Joe Finschler anhouncing both 
languages CKAC, 

Geof Hewelcke nails Floyd for 
snappy interview. 

Cabarets getting one good night 
a week—Saturday. 

B. M. Garfield on stand in $10,000 
suit against union. 

Three nights a week hockey 
being felt by flickers. 

Fernand Dufresne, police chief, 
given marching orders. 

Jim Flanagan still getting fan 
mail on recent oration. 

Seasonal epidemic of amateur 
theatricals in full swing. 

Clarrie Foran acted like a sports- 
man at Ottawa, is consensus. 

Jack Purcell turning in weekly 
Badminton article in ‘Gazette.’ 

Four nabe houses bringing in 
three acts of vaude and rest dick- 
ering. 

Royal Montreal closed golf course 
Sunday (22), three weeks later than 
usual. 

Shuberts cancel ‘House Beautiful’ 
at His Majesty’s, subbing ‘Chauve 
Souris,’ 

Confederated Theatres 
Chateau, 
Dec. 15. 

United Amusement Corporation 
statement out. Profits year to Au- 
gust 31, $355,239, against $429,786 
previous year. Profits equal $2.76 
on common, against $4. 











opening 
second run_ 1,800-seater, 





Rochester 


By Don Record 





Dance business better. 

Hotel Seneca reopens Saturday 
Nite Club with Wes Thomas band. 

Musicians’ benefit concert post- 
poned to Jan. 16, and Loew’s 
Rochester added to Palace. 

Ken Whitmer, new conductor of 
the Loew’s Rochester’ orchestra, 
= most of the instruments him- 
self, 

After stressing films—only for 
months, RKO Palace hopped on 
Weaver Brothers and Elviry unit 
for biggest advertising campaign. 

An old Rochester custom: Maga- 
zines slamming fair city disappear 
from newsstands. Try to get a copy 
of ‘Nation’ with the Y. M. C. A. 
article. 

Fenyvessy Brothers have bought 
the Thurston, neighb. Improve- 
ments underway for reopening 
Thanksgiving. Edward R. Wood to 
manage. 

Robert E. Hicks, new manager of 
the Century, comes from Steuben- 
ville, O. Former city editor of Fort 
Worth, Texas, morning sheet, and 
with Publix four years. 

Tom Grierson, RKO Palace or- 
ganist, to dedicate new organ in the 
3asilica of Guadalupe, near Mexico 
City, with four concerts Dec. 12 to 
17. Event marks the 400th anni- 
versary of the Virgin of Guada- 
lupe. 


Tuesday, November 24, 1931 


Paris 





Jimmie Lowe back. 

Bill Carney on the left bank, 
Ronald Colman on the Riviera, 
Christine off to China via India, 


Alice Terry now technical 
ant. amet 
Corinne Griffith finally off t 
don, © Loas 
Shields 


Jimmy leading 


a 
life. = 
Etta Lee one of our smartest 
models, 
Jeanne Helbling at the Perro 
in Nice. — 


Pierre Batcheff the idol of femmes 
on Riviera. 

Gwen Fargo around some of the 
Paris joints. 

Ted Lawrence back to work after 
long vacation. 

Beulah Livingston guiding some 
buyers around, 


Pearl White moving to town, 
closing chateau. 

Eddie Souchard quitting the 
Boeuf sur le Toit. 


Roger Capellani doing an operet. 
ta for the first time. 
Helen Meinardi 
with Bruno Lessing. 
Sydney Chaplin avoiding publie. 
ity and hurrying back to Riviera, 
The ex-Mrs. Richard Tauber do« 
ing a Nice-Mentone-Cannes circuit, 
Lilian Harvey says she’s never 
had more than two days at one 

time in Paris. 

American girls 
French sailors’ 
with red poms, 

Georgette Cohan in the Cannes 
waters on ‘Graham White,’ her 
stepfather’s yacht. 

Marseilles is still not a safe place 
for Americans with thousand-frane 
noted? and no passports. 

Charlie Chaplin’s kids here with 
grandmother, and saying father is 
not as funny as Mickey Mouse. 

Legit and screen stars going 
backward and forward between the 
Lido and the Palm Beach Golf, 

Pierre Frondaie dining at Caba- 
non one day and visiting Rachel 
Berendt in her Pigalle dressing 
100m the next. 

Dorothy Farnum and Helen Mein- 
ardi visiting the President of 
France’s palace, and both sitting in 
the chair he uses to preside over 
cabinet meetings. Chair was made 
for Napoleon I. 


going literary 


buying lots of 
sweaters and caps 





London 


Fred Niblo here. 

Sonny Miller on the 18-hour work 
diet. 

Jimmy 
$1,000. 

Eros returning to Piccadilly in 
December. 

June threatens return to West 
End stage. 





Glover estate around 


Violet ray sunburn the craze of. 


the dames, ; 


Terrific slump in apartment prices 
in this town. 


Ping-pong is the rage of the ritzy 
Pall Mall clubs. 

Frank Ditcham recuperating from 
lost appendix. 

Madeleine Carroll and husband 
leaders in social set. 

John Longden says he’s quitting 
juveniles for character. 

Gilbert Frankau’s wife telling the 
judge about dress allowances. 

Some of the brightest gigs im 
town now have their ears dyed. 

Jack Willis, the Poseidon hero, 
has left the Navy. Neurasthenia. 

The Groucho Marx gag about the 
Carroll ‘Vanities’ all over town. 

Edna Best and Herbert Marshall 
call each other “darling” in public. 

Adrian Brunel now almost & 
talker critic. Used to make them. 

Gillie Potter says he does more 
shows for charity than anything 
else. 

Trade so bad even the gigs are 
cutting a course out of the break- 
fast. 

Bill Marshall, Margaret's father, 


cracked a wrist in Northcliffe 
House. ‘ 
Frank Tilley says there’s no 


worry around Dean Street about the 
Pathe merger. 

Comyns Carr, the man who proses 
cuted Bottomley, making an entry 
into show business. 

Tallulah’s fans among the gossiP 
makers all trouped along to bef, 
Carlton talker opening. 

Claude Allister signed his Eng- 
lish publicity agent by cable from 
Hollywood, Chris Mann. 

Nat Gubbins, latest word in Eng 
lish columnists, is married to ‘Daily 
Mirror’ fashion editress. is 

Jack Raynor, once one of th 
town’s brightest gossipers, now wae 
ture make-up man of the ‘Dally 
Herald.’ 

John Maxwell taking playful raps 
at Jeffrey Bernerd. With ge 
Bernerd taking playful raps at Jo 
Maxwell. 

Madeleine Carroll, who a 
ried recently, reputed to 7 ut 
glass bed. There’s a motto D0 
throwing stones somewhere. pall 

One of the South African foot prs 
side here, average weight tish 
pounds, trots around the Bri 


got mar- 





Museum in glasses and muffler- 


_— 
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By Les Rees 





Dick Gilbert of RKO a hit as ra- 
nouncer. 

Ot tg's first six-day bike races a 
ial success. 

aoe jury investigating police- 

men—bootlegger graft charged. 

Shriners’ Minstrels, put on and 
managed by ‘Buzz’ Bainbridge, drew 

acity. 

Cutt Perry, second organist at 
Minnesota theatre, buying cigars, It’s 
a boy—his first. 

RKO Orpheum ushers were sailor 
guit to plug ‘Suicide Fleet,’ current 
gcreen attraction. 

Baseball fans excited and pleased 
by reports Donnie Bush will manage 
Millers next season. 

Yalli-Curci, married to loca] man 
and now regarded as Minneapolitan, 
a@rew poorly in concert. 

Harola Kaplan, Minnesota man- 
ager, ardent football fan, missed 
every game this season. 

First Sunday afternoon ‘pop’ Min- 
neapolis Symphony concert ar- 
ranged on three days’ notice, drew 
nearly 4,000, : 

Three United Artists’ pictures in 
a row ran two consecutive weeks 
her, ‘Palmy Days,’ ‘Street Scene’ and 
‘Unholy Garden.’ 

Advance sale for Minnesota-Ohio 
State charity football game here 
Saturday very big. Crowd of 40,000 
indicated. Scale $1 to $3. 

On gag tip that he was bootleg- 
ging, local police visited home of 
pastor who is Prohibition party 
head ana the town’s champ dry. 

Drive for unemployment benefit 
performances was biggest ever, 
thanks to W. A. Steffes, Theodore 
Hays and M. P. Keliy among others. 

John Hammrick, Seattle theatre 
operator, here looking over Publix 
houses, guest of Hal Daigler, Publix 
city manager, at one time employed 
by him. 

New Warner Brothers-First Na- 
tional policy of requiring cash pay- 
ments for posters and other adver- 
tising matter causing stir in ex- 
hibitor circles. 

Because she expects a picture con- 
tract, Theda Bara has cancelled her 
announced guest starring engage- 
ment with Bainbridge to have be- 
gun next week. 
Rosenberg-Braddock bout halted 
by referee in second round on ac- 
count of stalling and purses, less 
actual expenses, turned over to 
Community Fund. 

Efforts of W. R. Franks, inde- 
pendent exhibitor, to obtain a li- 
cense to operate a neighborhood 
film theatre being opposed by re- 
ligious school] interests and council 
has deferred action on application. 


New England 


Song sheet leggers busy. 

Name bands drawing at dance 
halls. 

First run houses stepping up ad- 
¥ertising. 

Old Revere, Mass., bicycle track 
and stands razed. 

Allen Doone in Somerville, Mass., 
after completing sixth tour of the 
world. 

Walt Carroll, former brush pal of 
Tommy Wirth, weds Anne Small in 
Maine. 

More one-night vaude stands, but 
with the type of shows one night a 
week is enough. 

Governor Ely of Massachusetts 
sounds like anything but a Down 
Easter on the radio. 

Bill Willey, Don Morton and R. 
W. Baldwin keep the air humming 
from WNBH, New Bedford. 

Many an incoming holiday hooch 
cargo is being knocked off by the 
Coast Guards along the New Eng- 
land coast. 

Lou Tellegen came to the Somer- 
ville, Mass., Theatre stock company 
as a guest star, but has remained 
after making a hit. 

Bernard Satz resurrected home 
town films made in 1911 and 
showed them in his Casino theatre, 
Ware, Mass., to good b. o. results. 

Couple of wisecracking column- 
ists paying more attention to New 
York doings than in their own bail- 
iwicks. And do they clip and paste! 

Shutters up on the Bay State 
Hotel, Worcester, for 75 years the 
stopping place of thespians when 
the road wasn’t a reel and a record. 

Anna C. Martin Mandel, 33, 
actress, gets a marriage license at 

orcester, Mass.; weds James D. 

inc, 33, contractor, of Nova Scotia. 

Prizefighter Jim Maloney’s shore 

ome at Quincy, Mass., offered for 
sale. Jim will live in Florida, where 
he’s interested in several film the- 
atres, 

Charles O. Ludwig, Manchester, 

_H,, orchestra leader, brought a 
“” for $25,000 for injuries suffered 
n an automobile accident. A jury 
awarded him $8,000. 
veles Y. racketeers are getting a 
N eoff from the fishermen ‘round 

antucket. A boatload of flounders 








— $10 right into the paw of go- 
— before it is unloaded. 
. w. lectures on same program 
follo orcester, Mass., Nov. 24, as 
gpl larence A. Darrow, “Why 
a in’. *% Ile 
"Why | 1 Agnostic’; Levi A. Plan, 


7 Am a Jew’; John A. Lapp, 
8. R, . Am a Catholic,’ and Thos. 
°y, ‘Why I Am a Protestant.’ 





By Frank D. Richardson 


Ross Young to New York. 

Helen Morgan guest of Sanchez 
family on Palm Island. 

Steve Hannagan and his 
have gone to housekeeping. 

Cast-off garments in lieu of coin 
at the benefits for unemployed. 

Attorney General Landis has 
ruled that the sale of ‘wine bricks’ 
in this state is legal. 

Visiting radio artists here to par- 
ticipate in the second international 
radio party, added attraction at the 


bride 


world with Doug Fairbanks as a 
sort of athletic companion. Stubby 
is a good boxer and wrestler. 
Jesse Jay, of WIOD, flew to Ha- 
vana to arrange broadcast of the 
Siboney orchestra on Lucky Strike 
program. WIOD is the southern- 
most associate station of NBC. 
The ‘we have started a 
ready. Police arrested Cs E. 
Thompson, G. W. Parker and Pete 
Crossland, the latter publisher of 
a weekly paper, on charges of ex- 
tortion. Alfred Shivers, prop of the 


? 
i- 


boys 


Dugout, told county solicitor that 
he had been approached by the 
three men and shown an editorial 


to be run in the weekly, but could 
suppress it for a payment of $200. 





Hollywood 


Ken Porter going duck hunting. 

Planting palm trees on the main 
drag. 

Mickey Hester going to San Fran- 
cisco for Conrad Music. 

Jack Daley, RKO-Orpheum p. a., 
being considered by Radio Pictures 
for blackface shorts. 

At the ‘Champ’ opening, V. P. 
Curtis had to be prompted on the 
last two initials of M-G-M. 

With vaude on the _ up-grade 
around here, scarcity of acts has 
the agents submitting each other 
to the bookers, 

After that raid, film colony mem- 
bers of the Wilshire League Club, 
are tearing up those unsolicited 
honorary membership cards. 

Mrs. Jeff Lazarus left the Cedars 


of Lebanon hospital Friday. There 
five days as a result of head and 
chest injuries received in a car 


crash, 

Mrs. Jackie Archer, wife of the 
Donaldson rep. here, goes to work 
for Lucky Wilbur at Remicks. Mrs. 
»> Wilbur is with Art Schwartz of 
Witmark. 

Amadee Van Beuren, Radio and 
RKO-Pathe shorts producer, is here 
for a month lining up subjects for 


his ‘Sportlights, ‘Vagabond* and 
Van Beuren ‘Miniature’ novelty 
reels, 

Mrs. Faith Cole MacLean, ex- 


wife of Douglas MacLean, film ac- 
tor, engaged to Lieut. Joseph E. 
Moody, brother-in-law of Helen 
Wills Moody. Moody is the for- 
mer husband of Ruth Catherine 
Harriman, New York showgirl. 
Farewell bachelor party to Harry 
Barris thrown Wednesday night by 


Gordon Clifford, one of his lyric 
writers, Ralph Freed and J. C. 
Lewis, Jr., his other two word- 


smiths, in attendance as well as the 
Grove gang and other tune writers. 





‘Westchester 


By Al Crawford 
‘Everything for home movies’ 
stores opening in county. 

A $14,000 bungalow owned by 
Margaret Mayo burned to _ the 
sround at Harmon. 

Westchester mayors issuing proc- 
lamations urging support for the- 
atre unemployment benefits. 


New Westchester jail at East 
View finest in world. Movies, radios 
ind baths in every cell. Inmates 


ire ‘guests.’ 

Tristram W. Metcalfe, Yonkers, 
long school editor of defunct ‘Eve- 
ing World,’ now with Translux as 
educational consultant. 

‘Eagle-News,’ 100-year-old morn- 
ing daily, Poughkeepsie, bought by 
‘Evening Star’ of that city. Will 
continue as morning paper. 

Paul Terry and Frank Moser, 
makers of Terry-toons, told how 
the thing was done at the Hastings 
theatre for the benefit of the Hud- 
son Valley Art association. 


Net estate of Thomas Blain 
founder of the Port Chester (N. Y.) 
‘Item,’ appraised at $128,040. Widow 


Mary W. Blain, gets life interest in 
| re sidue of ‘more than $100,000.’ 

Decision reserved in Yonkers 
leourt in case of Harry C. 
trander, lecture, charged 
gally storing film at hi 
became ignited and caused 
fire 

Suit for 





home. Film 
serious 


$100,000 against Lily 
Pons. Met Op star, and others, 
for alleged violation of contract 





whereby Marie Gay Zenatello was 


Olympia. 
‘Stubby’ Kruger writes friends | 
here that he is going around the 


Os- | 
with ille- | 


to act as songster’s American agent 
transferred from White Plains to 
New York. 

Estate of H. H. Frazee, who died 
at Mount Vernon June 4, 1929, ap- 


praised at $1,035,319.72 gross He 
died intestate and his widow, Mar- 
garet Frazee Zardo, was named ad- 
ministratrix. She has made an ac- 
counting, approved by Surrogate’s 
court, showing she has disbursed all 
but about $200,000 to heirs and 
other claimants. 


Long Island 


Glynne’s Southampton open. 

Plenty of beer and slot machine 
raids. 

The Nathan Burkans left Gren- 
volde for town. 

Mrs. Clarence Mackay sang for 
Roslyn unemployed. 

The Artzbasheffs 
Neck for the Village. 

A. Earle Beegle is now in charge 
of the Rockaway ‘Journals.’ 

Lotta Linthicum appearing with 
Plandome Players, amateur group. 

Sammy Fain out at Joe Young’s 
working on new popular songs with 
Joe. 

Bennette Challis, opera singer, 
hunting two skit players on North 
Shore. 

Jeff Machamer says he wouldn't 
want any son who went fourth in 
bridge. 

Cam Shipp, formerly of Forest 
Hills ‘Post,’ going to a news agency 
in Washington. 

Marjorie Crane back with clos- 
ing of ‘Little Racketeer’ in Boston. 
Show may reopen with changed 
cast. 

James D. Stetson, co-respondent 
in Curt Peterson’s divorce case, 
does not live in Great Neck. The 
Petersons did. 

The Rev. George Roesch in de- 
bate at Lynbrook says drinking 
owners keep press ‘wet,’ but re- 
fuses to name the drinking owners. 

Great Neck Playhouse to give 
midnight show Thanksgiving eve for 
unemployment relief. At same time 
ownership is letting out asst. mgr. 
Fred Konigelis. 


from Little 





Trenton 


By George Rosen 


Young Terry-Bill Hood fight here 
drew a big crowd and gaie. 

Hunt’s State only theatre in 
town showing vaude and clean- 
ing up. 

Midnight stag parties, which kept 
Trenton police on the jump, a thing 
of the past. 

James Kerney’s new home in the 
West End is one of town’s leading 
show places. 

RKO Capital, vaude-film house, 
destroyed by fire eight months ago, 
will reopen soon, 

Sid Goldman promises elaborate 
floor show for Stacy-Trent winter 
cabaret-dansant next month. 

McCarter theatre, Princeton, be- 
coming spot for legit try-outs and 
attracting fashionable audiences. 

Al Collison, ex-magician and 
juvenile lead in stock, now a re- 
porter on Trenton ‘State-Gazette.’ 


Swanky State Street losing its 
caste with freak attractions and 
ballyhoo resembling West 42d 
Street. 


Governor-elect Moore will be in- 
augurated in the new Soldiers- 
Sailors War Memorial Building, the 
event also marking its dedication. 

M. F. xX. (Moishe) Donohue, 
Trenton sports editor, says Prince- 
ton football team has a five-year 
plan. After five years, they’re go- 
ing to win a game. 

Mile. Colette D’Arville, French 
diva, making U. S. bow in ‘Carmen,’ 
at Crescent Temple here, dined local 
newspapermen before performance. 





Reno 


Lon Murray here from Hollywood 
to open dancing studio in Belle Liv- 
ingstone’s Cowshed. 

Thula Geelan, who pilots dog 
teams in sled races, here from Mc- 
Call, Idaho, looking for snow. 
Temp. drops to 18 above. Too 
|}cold to sleep in parks, driving broke 
lvisitors into chairs in gambling 





houses. 
| Mrs. Monta Bell, wife film di- 
rector, takes up residence here and 
expects to spend six weeks and then 
file divorce action. 

\ Royle, 


William state labor com- 
badly 


| missioner, hurt when car 
over and tosses him into 

brush on desert trip. 

Sacks, Jack Dempsey’s 

sued for separate main- 

Chicago. Wife says 

down five grand 


| 
| 
| 


turns 


| 
| sag 
Leonard 
ver. 
tenance in 
Sacks draws 
weekly 
tienry’s of Hollywood, classy eat- 
ing house, scheduled to open in 
August, still dark. Owners spent 
all their money fixing up spot and 
ihave nothing left to open with. 


mana 


|} ing 








Omaha 


By Archie J. Baley 





Talk of musical stock at Brandeis. 

Gangster-shot ’legger, George Ku- 
bik, leaves $100,000. 

Kathleen Comegys guest star with 
Community Playhouse. 

Theatre seating 420 being built for 
soldiers at Fort Crook, 

Adolph Zukor goes through talk- 
‘business revival in sight.’ 

It wheat keeps going up, it’l!l be 
oke for showmen in this farm coun- 
try. 

Community Chest oversubscribed 


by $60,000 ($584,000) two days 
early. 
Girl m. c. appears with band— 


Alice Lloyd with College club or- 
chestra. 

Midnite benefits at 18 theatres 
raised $2,500 Nov. 18 for unemploy- 
ment fund. 

Paul Spor fan-mailed leader 
among band leaders with broadcasts 
from both WOW and KOIL. 

Pathe and RKO offices merge, 
Sherm Fitch going to Sioux Falls, 
S. D., and Lou Elman staying here 

Fred Hayes, once big dope peddler, 
will winter, summer and _ winter 
again at federal pen, Leavenworth. 

Jack Dempsey took $7,147 of a 
$16,500 house and failed to dent 
Bearcat Wright in four rounds. It 
was phooey. 

Orph set Seth Parker pix world 
premiere in same week as his per- 
sonal appearance. Latter did ca- 
pacity at city auditorium and film 


drew big. 
Canton 


By Rex McConnell 





Rabbit season opens. 

Song hawkers make appearance 
on Market street, 

Rumor Canton’s 
bank will open soon. 

Francis X. Bushman appearing in 
person at the Columbia, Alliance. 

Bob Dean, assistant Warner Pal- 
ace, shifted to Alhambra, another 
Warner house. 

Picture houses at East Liverpool 
continue Sunday shows pending re- 
count of vote on issue. 

WHEBC broadcasts half hour band 
program nightly at Grand, plug- 
ging for Albler Players, stock. 

Mozart reopens under new man- 
agement offering talkers for a dime, 
second house here at this price. 

Ambler Players, collaborating 
with musicians and stage hands at 
Grand four weeks, report best week 
yet. 

Billy Sunday now in fourth week 
at city auditorium, and still short 
a grand to meet expenses. Gets his 
the last week. 

George Riester, Warner Palace 
manager, never misses a home high 
school football game, and supplies 
the score cards. 


Loop 


Renee Howard in bed with 
fected ear. 

Zeppo Marx bought his wife a 
Rolls-Royce. 

Don Bernard cooks a mean mess 
of spaghetti. 

Nettie Lozowick is having a lot of 
fun with a diet. 

Irene Taylor is off NBC sustain- 
ing for a while. 

Cowboy Dave Guion was in for 
the Whiteman concert. 

Mrs. Evans Lloyd may go east to 
open a dramatic school. 

Lou Abramson’s first-born is 
practically just around the corner. 

Sam Bramson almost bought some 
stock, but got cooled down just in 
time. 

Mrs. Paul Whiteman (Margaret 
Livingston) is back for an indef. 
stay. 

Herman Couston spends his off- 
hours backstage at the vaude the- 
atres. 

Ed Grossman previewed ‘Around 
the World with Doug Fairbanks’ for 
the exhibs last week. 

Hazel Flynn will finally see her 
brain children when ‘Three's a 
Crowd’ comes to town. 

‘Dynamo’ Dave Edelson, the vet 
announcer, now doing the hockey 
games, sustaining, for WIBO. 

Herb Elisburg promised a room of 
his own when Essaness moves north 
to the Michigan Square building. 

Dave Brotman using the proceeds 
from the Avalos theatre for tuition 
at the U. of Illinois medical school. 

Mrs. Jack Garrity, Jr., is the sub- 
ject in one of the large frames on 
the Garrick theatre sidewalk. An 
artistic pose. 

Father of Sport Herrmann 
famed as the keeper of the 
house on Poverty Island, 
Mich. peninsula, a fisherman’s para- 
dise, 

SJert Adler dashed into town to 
arrange a press reception at the 
Blackstone for Fanchon. 
hopped back to N. Y. 
went to Indianapolis. 


largest closed 





in- 


light- 


New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 


Joe Grannis now a free agent. 
Joe Farrel is a rabid hockey fan, 
Dave Ferguson and wedding bells, 
Kearney Walton hunting rabbits. 
Ask Abe Pardoll his new nick- 
name. 

John Grenold 
historian. 

That Allan and Canfield dressing- 
room tiff. 


is the Paramount 


Unemployment midnite benefit 
netted $4,000. 

Sy Rodnick has a little Monte 
Carlo all his own. 

Did Betty Matthews finally get 


that letter written? 
All the Yale-Princeton tickets you 
want at public sale 
Imagins Kkddie Weaver 


eats at 
the Y. Women’s C. A 
Louis Sobol blew in for visit at 


‘Journal-Courier’ office. 
That on-again-off-again Fox walk- 
out had the boys dizzy. 
Eugene O'Neill’s son 
Phi Beta Kappa at Yale. 
Mac is still waiting for that copy 
of ‘The Life of Thurston.’ 
Steve Perutz 


elected to 


can give and take 
when it comes to stories. 
Freddy Johnson seems to have 
registered on Par house staff. 
M. J. Wrenn, ‘Journal-Courier 
idv. mgr., recovering from op. 
Todd Greer, F. & M. ‘Art Gallery’ 


Idea, gashed a knee; fell off a horse. 
Thurston put in an order here for 
a wheelchair for Clarence Robinson. 


Harold Huni, dir. and mgr. New 
Haven School of Music, died sud- 
denly Nov. 13. 

Frank Henry renewed acquaint- 
ance with Eddie Allen, old-time 


vaude sidekick, 

Charlie Myers has a new Plym- 
outh and Buddy Welcome loves to 
rest his avoirdupois in it. 

Herbert Peterson, ex-‘Journal- 
Courier’ secretary, now in publish- 
ing biz in Washington, N. J., enter- 
tained the stork. 

Bill Blatchley’s wives—past and 
present—met in a restaurant. Fis- 
ticuffs declared a draw with the ex- 
wife drawing $5 fine. 

Backstage at the unemployment 
benefit: Kearney Walton and Bar- 
ney Rapp in a last-minute huddle 
about a _ blackout...Tom  Clark’s 
telegram from the Big Six...those 
102nd Band boys who arrived at 9 
p. m. for a 12 o’clock show...200 
standees out front...scramble of 
each act to be on early...Herschel 
Stuart’s crack about how well the 
audience femmes behaved...Eddie 
Weaver's ruined tuxedo...Freddy 
Mack’s bow...Murray SBernie’s m, 
cing and Sid Walker’s stooging... 
Henry Busse’s overture and Harry 
Berman's number...the thirst- 
quenching at Dutch’s afterward... 
and when it was over, big sigh of 
relief from Bernie Hynes. 

Echoes from the ‘Joe’ Connolly 
testimonial luncheon: Harvey Cocks 
and George Cruzon crashing the 
table in front of the speakers... 
Perry Dring’s music...Thurston’s 
peeve at the waitress interrupting 
him...Tony Russo sketching the 
celebrities from a perch in the rear 
... Wilson H. Lee enjoying a nap at 
the speakers’ table during the fes- 
tivities...Polly Paige snaring Rip- 
ley’s autograph...the girl with her 
who kept telling the world she used 
to be T. R.’s secretary...the femme 
who mistook Mayor-elect Murphy 
for a ‘Register’ reporter...the swell 
framed testimonial to ‘Joe’...Win- 
chell’s blush when Thurston got 
busy on him...the presence of about 
every other newspaperman in town 
..and the knockout spiel of ‘Joe’ 








himself. 
Washington 
ashington 
By John Daly 
Advance sale for ‘Follies, here 


next week, a record, 
Steve Cochran. 

M. A. Coles elected Commander 
the National Press Club Post of the 
American Legion. 

Maryland turfman names a prom- 
ising filly after Mrs. Al Jolson, the 
horse to be called Ruby S. 


according to 


National Theatre ‘dark’ during 
Thanksgiving Week for the first 


time in history. No booking. 

Meyer Davis directs his own or- 
chestra at the Italian Embassy re- 
ception to Foreign Minister Dino 
Grandi. 

Maxine Doyle given a great send- 
off by allied theatre interests upon 
the completion of one year as mis- 
tress of ceremonies at the Earle. 

Louise Groody, alighting from a 
New York train in Union Station, 
fractured a toe and could not dance, 
So she sang at the Earle, instead. 


Officers and crew of the British 
cruiser, ‘Delhi,” anchored at the 
Navy Yard alongside ‘Old _ Iron- 
sides,’ entertained by Harry Crull, 


Fox mer. 


Department of Commerce, in a 











was 


upper | 


| 


Adler | Washington 
and Fanchon | 


survey, finds that the gold-braided 
boys in front of the picture palaces 
average about $23 a week and dress 
like major-generals, 

Nelson Bell, irritated by a sing- 
ing comedian, wants a number 
dedicated to the sone-bird, with the 
meat cleaver title: ‘Give Me Some- 
thing to Dismember You Py.’ 

tep. La Guardia of New York 
offers a prize to any man or woman 
who can find a plece of George 


Bi-Centennial literae- 
ture without the name of Sol Bloom 
thereon, 
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Old police station site now offered - Mae West's ‘Constant gin 
for parking space. booked for the Alvin next week ner, 
Hugh Aspinwall handling Colum- been cancelled. » hag 

bia auditions at Chicago. Tony Modarelli, the symph 
Lee De Camp, builder of the old F rt W rth shoved Al Morgan out into the cold 0 den conductor, and his Mrs, speak ony 

Empress, died in Denver. 0 0 ee - -— peeeenn family here g German at home. only 
Robert Brenner and Dorothea rom New York. . J. Greenwell Zita Johann here 5 

Haltner roller skating to New York. By Robert Randol Frederic McConnell, Play House By D downtown actors’ hotel mo, 2% 


Marathon dancers at the Majestic 
forced out by order of mayor refus- 
ing thém a license. 

Wisconsin Chamber of Commerce 
meeting last week reported definite 
improvement throughout the state. 

Edwin Harley Achuff and his wife 
Nancy, 83 and 78, old troupers, cele- 
brated 56th wedding anniversary 
last week. 

Great local relief when Kansas 
City operators’ squabble was settled 
in time to prevent sympathy strike 
at Fox houses. 

Geo. Phair, columnist, got his start 
on the Milwaukee Sentinel. Used to 
go to West Side high. And was a 
wow at the half mile. 

Lindy did not flunk while a stu- 
dent at Wisconsin University. Av- 
eraged 95 in special course leading 
to proficiency in aviation. 

William Orlanda, 38, fined $25 and 
costs for annoying women in a local 
theatre. Changed his seat 26 times 
one evening, always sitting next a 
girl. 

Fox theatres have adopted ‘five 
friends’ plan of aiding needy. Em- 
ployees are split up into groups of 
five and each group takes care of 
one family. Two hundred families 
aided to date. 

When a fire chief left his machine 
near a small blaze on Majestic stage 
a main street stew got in, rang the 
chief's bell, tooted his horn and 
started to drive away, with the siren 
going. It cost him $10. 

Margie and Teeps Lucille, dancing 
at the Wisconsin in a Fanchon- 
Marco Idea, started here in their 
own neighborhood houses. Answer 
to name of Margie and Lucille Piper 
to Dad Harry Piper. 


Memphis 


By Walter D. Botto 








Summer weather here. 

Sol Sachs out at Pathe. 

Wine brick stores out of business. 

Art Hays back at organ for RKO 
Orpheum soon. 

Bob Anderson goes on air for 
Warner’s over WMC. 

Skeets Mayo staged the skits for 
annual Gridiron Dinner. 

Loew’s Strand cut prices to l5c 
and 25c. Cheapest in town with first 
run, 

A. Barrasso doing nicely with 
weekly midnight frolic at the Beale 
Avenue Palace. 

Sammy Watkins orchestra start 
second year at Memphis swellest 
hotel, Peabody. 

Norma Shearer won beauty con- 
test among picture stars conducted 
by local theatres. 

W. E .Sipe, Universal manager, 
rides horseback, getting in shape for 
Tom Mix releases. 

Chalmers Cullins, named chair- 
man of entertainment for Commun- 
ity Fund campaign. 

Herb Jennings, Loew manager, 
goes for the wrestling in big way. 
Blue Sun Jennings is his protege. 

Loews has received consent of 
Mayor Overton to permit theatres 
to open one Sunday for unemployed 
relief. 

Louis Hellborn, manager of RKO 
Orpheum, gave $50 in gold away, 


cooked into a third anniversary 
cake for his patrons. 

Sunday shows in Clarksdale, 
Miss., end Dec. 27. Shows were 


operated by Associated Charities, 
but the church opposition was too 
strong. : 

Howard Waugh won the $500 
prize money for Warner theatre 
showing largest attendance in six 
months in Mississippi, Kentucky, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Colorado and 
Tennessee, 


Oklahoma City 


By George Noble 





Heavy rains relieve drought. 
Warner Players still going strong. 
Business seems to be picking up. 
Tod Ferguson isn’t as heavy as 
he used to be. 
Good corn and rye retails at from 
$4 to $7 per gallon. 
Two pecple can eat for two bits 
in Oklahoma City now. 
An Oklahoma City bride had her- 


self vaccinated against housework, 


and it took. 


An Oklahoma City tightwad had 
financial reverses the other day. 


Central didn’t return his nickel. 


Bob Hutchinson got nuff of lil 
New York in just a few days. Says 


Oklahoma City the better town. 
L. C. Baxley, 
in San Antonio, and Katherine Jen- 


nings, secretary, married last week. 


Warner Players opening at War- 
ner theatre. 
leading woman, and 
Rhodes, leading man. 

Joseph H. Coopér has returned 
to the Paramount Building in New 
York. Said our new 33-story office 
building looked like a ten pin in 


manager WU. office 


Helen Louise Lewis, 
Grandan 





Benefit performances here delayed 
until early in December. 

Florine McKinney, 18, local high 
school girl, gets a chance with Para- 
mount. 

Ben Greet company here Nov. 25, 
matinees and night, at Central high 
school. 

Ernestine Songer’s puppet shows 
at Little theatre drawing well with 
children. 

‘Aida’ may be 
seum here by 


presented in Coli- 
Manhattan Opera 


Company. 
Billie Burke in ‘The Vinegar 
Tree’ billed for high school audi- 


torium Nov. 27. 

Two projects on foot here to build 
theatre in residential section. One 
is out and out stock selling plan. 
The other is to have wealthy back- 
ers. 

Joe Penick, manager of Hippo- 
drome, says Fort Worth too small 
for burlesque shows. Jerked bur- 
lesque out of Hippodrome and put 
in westerns. 


Baltimore 


‘Madame Bonaparte,’ Broughton 
Tall’s drama of Betsy Patterson, 
broke b. o. record at the Vagabond 
theatre. 

Mrs. Wilson-Greene’s b. o. at the 
Lyric was robbed just before the 
Lily Pons recital of $2,400, most of 
it being receipts for the Met. star’s 
recital. 

University Players, rep. group 
from West Falmouth, Cape Cod, 
now in winter quarters at local 
Auditorium theatre. Ran into dif- 
ficulties with stage hands. The 
boys and girls do a lot of the back- 
stage chores themselves. Local 
union objected. Now players are 
doing all the shifting and striking 
themselves, and organized labor is 
picketing the house. 

Elmer Greensfelder’s ‘Brooksticks, 
Amen,’ produced successfully last 
season by T. M. Cushing at his 
Guild theatre here, was taken by 
that producer to York, Pa., for a 
single performance. Play deals with 
Pennsylvania Dutch witchcraft and 
trouble was :nticipated. Only hitch 
was the word ‘hex,’ which York 
critics found objectionable and it 
was removed from posters. 











Montgomery 


By Tom Hall 





Hatless lads are disappearing. 
Show windows have Christmas 
displays. 

Night football did not hurt the 
theatres. 

Jimmie Pepper and Jack Murphy 
good pals now. 

It looks like Grand will be dark, 
despite rumors. 
Frozen custard 
close for the winter. 
Vaudeville every Friday night at 
Strand, good crowds. 

Jack Murphy picks Alabama to 
win over Vanderbilt. 

Rumors say Grand may open soon 
with stock. House dark for nearly 
a year. 

All box office records at Para- 
mount broken when theatre gave 
away Ford car. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


establishments 








Irene Rich cried at what local 
ecricks said. 

Columbia to reopen as Great 
Lakes grind house. 

Oriental to be torn down to make 
way for new bus station. 

Art Catlin and Loew musikers 
have formed a polo team. 


Sheriff's half-hearted war on 
gamblers provided laughs. 
Hipp moving seven-story sign, 


complaints from next-door store. 


interview stars en route to New 
York. 
ate too much on 


on account he 


house. 


ford-upon-Avon troupe, 
England. 


for 26-week commercial 
over WTAM. 


in one nighters. 
Carl Hanna, head of legit Hanna 


sicians to cut salaries. 
Jack Daley, local playboy, 
liams of Akron since July. 
Tenth anniversary celebrated by 
Keith’s 105th with Weaver Bros 
here for third time this year. 
union 


bership card in musicians’ 





Gotham, 


Return of Bill 


Syd Andern stays up all night to 
Jade Room’s dance decoy fired 
W. R. Savrey, manager of Strat- 


leaves for 


Jackie Hughes, 8, signed as m. c. 
program 


Addie Addison, Loew’s city man- 
ager, used to do mind reading act 
trying to get stage hands and mu- 


has 
been secretly married to Ellen Wil- 


Syd Samplirer still holds mem- 


though now an insurance salesman. 
Grey to Ohio 


director, and Charles S. Brooks, lo- 
cal author, doing a Woollcott in two 
little theatre plays. 


New Orleans 


By O. M. Samuel 








Ruth Tiblier has reopened Little 
Club, 
Bill 
more. 
Tulane’s great footballers have 
the town gaga,. « 

Racing around once more. They’re 
off Thanksgiving 

Eddie Hebert’s column is a year 
old. So's Bill Wiegand’s. 

The Frolic along the Rue Bourbon 
is in the night club limelight again. 
Rumor the Palace may be torn 
down and space used for parking 
ground, 

William Thornton in Shakespeare 
at Tulane, First legit south, Dol- 
lar top. 

Tony Fabacher, former proprietor 
of famous Fabacher’s restaurant, 
passed on recently. 

Busse orch. at Suburban Gardens 
started Saturday on the Winchell- 
Lucky Strike hook-up. 

Globe has broken all its records 
with a_ special of Tulane-Georgia 
fracas. May run two wecks. 

Baton Rouge has two night clubs, 
Capitol Gardens and the Oak Sup- 
per Club, both with pretentious floor 
shows and wagering adjuncts. 
Myldred Masson’s one-act play 
tournament on the tapis. N. Y. pub- 
lishing firm offering prize of $100 
among others. Statewide affair. 
Club Forest and Suburban Gar- 
dens minus games until after elec- 
tion Jan. 18. Restaurants and floor 
shows continue. Latter trimmed, 
Gladys Moore, the N. O. girl who 
married John Held, Jr., was at one 
time leading woman of Nola Films. 
Her dad, Frank B. Moore, is this 
town’s most accomplished photog- 
rapher. 


Gueringer looks fine once 





Indianapolis 


By H. Gene Haynes 





Frank Parrish hag left for Cali- 
fornia, 

Eva Tanguay booked in at In- 
diana. 

Clara Dolan is Ted Nichols’ new 
secretary.- 

Amelia Kareme is Indianapolis’ 
platinum blonde. 

Betty Green switch-boarding at 
the Indiana office. 

Major Thomas Coulson, author of 
Eng Hari,’ speaks before Rotary 
club. 

Dorothy Robinson will have lead 
in Civic theatre comedy, ‘The Love 
Match.’ 

Chic Myers and Charlie DeSau- 
telle bands both at Green Lanterns 
dance place. 

Beer prices cut from four bits a 
quart. Now three for buck, with 
one usually thrown in. 

Charlie Davis and Fritz Morris 
bringing back band to Indiana. Just 
returned from Europe. 

Prices for regular football games 
too high, but no cuts made until 
games for charity were scheduled. 

First time Indianapolis has been 
the locale of a picture since M-G-M 
made ‘Speedway’ here two years 
ago. 

Automatic motorists lights are re- 
placing the corner cops at ‘the 
cross-roads of America,’ the vortex 
of two downtown streets. 

Edward G. Robinson, James Cag- 
ney and Dorothy Mackaill at In- 
dianapolis motor speedway wit. Di- 
rector Kenneth Hawks, formerly of 
Goshen, Ind., for shots of a new 
Warner’ Brothers-First National 
film. Harry Hartz, veteran driver 
of the speedway, is technical ad- 
viser in the troupe. 


Albany, N. Y. 


By Henry Retonda 








Lincoln theatre, Troy, closed, be- 
ing wired, 

Charles Kells has opened Ritz 
theatre at Scotia. 

Howard Lyons has opened Palace 
at Fort Covington. 

Bill Smalley planning vaude in 
his Norwich theatre. 

Pete Dana of Universal is pass- 
ing cigars. It’s a girl. 

a Fred Prober, Metro booker, does 
business on street corners and trol- 
ley cars. 

Boys feted Ben Kalminson, War- 
ner Bros. Exchange head. He was 
transferred te Omaha. Joe Hummell 
succeeds temporarily. 

‘ RKO Pathe merged with RKO 
exchange. Former was only ex- 
change not in film row. As a result 
,| of merger Dick Strew was dropped; 
Abe Van Deusen put in charge of 





Slot machines reappear after pre- 
election agitation which put them 
under cover. 

Harman Peery, theatre and ball- 
room owner, candidate for school 
board position. 

Publix theatres sends Fred E. 
Hamlin from Salt Lake to Ogden as 
district manager. 

Theatres experience increase in 
business after canneries and sugar 
companies mail checks to growers. 
Through tie-up with Berthana 
ballroom, Jack Passey’s band plays 
on stage of Paramount theatre Sat- 
urdays ad Sundays, 

Ross Glasmann arranged replica 
of famous Ogden saloon in lobby of 
Orpheum to ballyhoo ‘Ten Nights.’ 
Boys and girls, grown to drinking 
age since prohibition, rushed to see 
it, but were disappointed. ‘Looks 
like a speakeasy,’ they said. 


Cincinnati 


By Joe Koiling 








Babies being named after Seger 
Ellis. 

Low pjrices 
play at Strand. 
Cox, a Shubert 
looks solid dark. 
Hotel okes becoming passe for 
legit advance agents. 

Ned Gerber on deck exploiting 
Universal's ‘Frankenstein.’ 

Sudden and simultaneous letouts 
of treasurers at several downtown 
picture theatres. 

Fred Toy and Sol Worthington 
judged Gas and Electric Co. em- 
ployees’ vaude show. 

Hal Saunders is Albee pit chief, 
succeeding Sam Freed, Jr., made 
RKO district musical director. 
Metropolitan, 1,000-seat cinema, 
leased by Morry White, being re- 
everythinged for new start Thanks- 
giving Day. 

Roosevelt, colored road show and 
picture house, advertising in 
‘Times-Star’ and ‘Enquirer,’ but 
getting little white play. 


Fort Wayne 


By Robert Baral 


get biggest electric 


stock stand, 








Gentry-Raeburn rodeo outfit may 
winter here. 

Allen reopens in new garb under 
name of Lincoln. 

Ralph Fisher’ scared burglars 
away from Maumee. 

Front-page criticism on bombing 
of Creighton theatre. 

Sunny Schick back in film field 
with industrial films. 

Armand Gemmer now with ‘News- 
Sentinel’ on state desk. 

Phyliss Bales handling office work 
for Little Theatre Guild. 

Summit City restaurant may start 
dancing again this winter. 

Marie C. Briggs, former wife of 
Clare Briggs, has sold several poems 
to Hearst. 

Maxine Groth, daughter of Earl 
Groth, former Kresge executive, an- 
nounces engagement to Allen Jacobs. 


Duluth 


By James Watts 








Moose lodge starts Sunday pic- 
tures at lodge rooms for children 
and adults. 

Record heat wave followed by 
first cold of season. 

George Deagnan, p.a. for ‘Private 
Lives,’ heralding production for Or- 
pheum Nov. 30 and Dec. 1. 

The death of a theatre magnate 
could not have affected theatregoers 
more than the passing of ‘Andy’ 
Haller, doorman at the Lyceum and 
former professional hockey player. 

Al Anson and Everett Seibel are 
spending ten days at Grand Forks, 
N. D., for opening of Orpheum, new 
Publix. Conditions reported greatly 
improved since advance in grain 


Salt Lake 


By Philip G. Lasky 


Covey’s golf course changes to 
dance hall. 

Harry David plays a mean game 
of handball. 

Safe in police station robbed with 
12 cops on duty. 

Dave Edwards, now publicity di- 
rector for Rialto. 

Election of Louis Marcus, ex-the- 
atre magnate, as mayor, may open 
town little. 

Prexy Thomas, U. of U., proposed 
50-50 dates, girls paying half. Not 
received so well. 

Harvey Hancock, former ‘Tribune’ 
managing editor, now pub. director 
for Republican state committee. 

Utah U. to play winner of Ore- 
gon U.-Oregon State contest on Dec. 
5°in Portland. Utes easy winners 














bookings; Len Garvey brought in. 


of Rocky Mountain conference, 


l for 
hostelry in the suburbs. quieter 


Harry Brown never f 
friends with a wire when thelrfone 
plays open in New York. od 

Gilbert Miller told the local 
paper boys he w oe 


ants to open Philj 

Barry’s new one, ‘Animal Kin B 
here. oom, 
Harold Dunn writes from the 


Orient where he's 
pictures that he 
army. 

Ralf Harolde, who used to make 
mud pies over on the old North. 
side, has just been handed a eon. 
tract by FN. 

Walter Connolly bets on 
Dame's grid team because ee 
once offered a job teaching dra- 
matics there. 

Although Gene Connelly has hig 
spats out already, season isn’t of- 
ficially on until Mayor Kline gets 
his from the mothballs. 

They say Ray Sprigle, city editor 
‘Post-Gazette,’ will be offered the 
sheriff's post when Bob Cain re- 
signs to become county treasurer, 

Passing of Frank Sutton’s Wylie 
avenue hotel, hang-out for visit. 
ing colored performers, removes a 
colorful spot in Pittsburgh's Har. 
lem. 

Paul McGrath attended Carnegie 
Tech drama school in the same 
class with Norman Foster, Henry 
Wadsworth, Hardie Albright and 
Harry Hamilton. 

Freddy McKay, 
Harvey Gaul, the crick, renewed 
old acquaintance. They used to be 
brother members of the Province- 
town art colony. 

Evelyn Roberts’ name on the 
‘Good Fairy’ program had audience 
looking for a woman, but he was 
a reg'lar man. In fact he used te 
be a lieutenant-commander in the 
British navy. 


handling WB 
wont join either 


the p. a, and 





Providence 


BY A. A. Marcello 





Hockey in full swing. 

Billy McDermott an ad writer? 

H. H. Maloney thinks them up 
fast. 

Harry Storin now 
business. 

J. Fred Lovett has quit at the 
Modern. 

Tom Langdon now in dramatic 
critic field. 

Al Clarke shifted from Rialto to 
Majestic. 

Jack Sullivan is the ‘radio voice 
of the ‘News-Tribune.’ 

Wedding bells in the spring for 
Lea Duhamel and Dick Farrell. 


St. Louis 


‘Globe-Demo- 


in the sign 








Hume Duval new 
crat’ music critic. 

German talkies being tried out 
with success at the German House, 

W. W. Daylord’s transfer to Kane 
sas City delayed but due in week 
or two. 

Oscar Dane out as backer for 0. 
D. Woodward stock. New angel not 
revealed. 

Little theatre national play com- 
petition will close Dec. 1. Best play 
to be produced. 

Drama Association's first play, 
‘The House Beautiful,’ didn’t go over 
so big at the Shubert. 

Alfred Head, ex-St. Louis dram& 
critic, out as advance man for Strat- 
ford Shakespeare players. 

Mary Hart announces she will ap- 
pear in her own production of ‘Lost 
Sheep.’ First time she has acted in 
two years. 

First run movie houses in benefit 
program for unemployed Saturday 
midnight. Neighborhoods gave oné 
Saturday afternoon. 


Portland, Me. 


By Hal Cram 








Flower Show drew well. 
Keith’s running seven acts W 
pictures. ter 
Kathryn Sheldon new characte 
woman for Playhouse. ast 
Maine-in-Market Exposition 14% 
week failed to click despite gifts. - 
Rae Samuels fills in Keith pro 


ith 


gram on illness of Estelle er 

Jefferson theatre, after Yo 
straight vaude for two weeks, & 
dark. ; - 

Plans on foot to erect Little = 
atre at Brunswick for Bowdoin 
lege productions. 

Leo Doucette, Westbrook ae 
who played 42 consecutive hours 
piano, featured at Strand. oiday 

James Moore and Bill — 
directed Children’s Show Sat eedy: 
morning at Keith's to aid 088 
Admission was by canned pe ‘a 

In boxing scene in Bud 4 ae 
Playhouse, Butler Nixon, les Ribs 
are : ribs. 
ceived three broken fag Texas 


were cracked last summe 





auto accident. 
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Uncommon Chatter ||| °°" “"™ e the ays 
= Rose Perfect is back from By Grace Green 
By Ruth Morris = England....Fleischmann yeast 
= is after young Doug and Joan 
= pe gee eM or Fe gol Hollywood, Nov. 21, enormous ermine chawl collar; 
. George White Gtnae wont Like old days with Grauman’s| Eleanor Boardman (Mrs. King 
Modern vs. Home Woman racketeer, handles level headed every night at the Barclay tea Chinese back to those $5 premieres. Vidor) was lovely in brown and 
These modern women, ‘The Age|comedy with the assurance that sone Helen Lind spay a This unique theatre, of all theatres | cream chiffon, her ermine wrap 


for Love’ (Rivoli) can tell you what's 
eating them. It’s simply not know- 
ing what they want. The old fash- 
ioned woman is sure what she needs 
is a husband. 

Billie Dove, more beauteous than 
ever and quite as limp about her 
diction, is the picture’s modern wo- 

She’s a literary agent; there 
brains behind that excessive, 
regularly waved bob. First, she’s 
free and independent; then she 
marries and doesn’t like domesticity; 
next, she goes back to work and 
thinks she’s happy, but her husband 
isn’t; again she’s free by divorce 
and is unhappy herself, and finally 
she goes back. to her husband. A 
very circuitous route, only to find 
out what the old fashioned girl 
would have known from the 
beginning. Men have a way of up- 
setting even an intelligent woman’s 
good intentions. 

Betty Ross Clarke, just a wife and 
never mind careers, has to run up 
and down stairs from morning till 
night. She’s so busy, what with the 
baby and all, that she never gets a 
chance to primp. Lois Wilson, con- 
tent just a-listenin’ to recipes on 
the radio in her suburban pigeon 
hole, fetches her husband's slippers, 
remarks on his new haircut, and 
what does it get her? He walks out 


man. 
are 


on her. ‘The Age for Love’ proves 
something, probably that the more 


trouble a woman makes qa man, the 
better he likes it. That’s why the 
modern woman is a success, 


Capitol’s Pent House Scandal 
Billy House’s vaudeville sketch 


gets all dressed up when it goes to 
the Capitol to be presented under 





the unit title of ‘Holidays.’ Instead 
of a drawing room set, with a 


center-door-fancy and dejected silk 
scarfs draped over uncertain floor 
lamps, the House apartment is a 
roof-top palace illustrating what 
modernism can do with. plenty of 
gold, silver and brilliant orange. 

Depression hasn't affected Mr. 
House. In the old days, he was host 
to two young women when his wife 
went to the country to spend a quiet 
New Year’s Eve. Nowadays he. en- 
tertains Peggy Bernier and the en- 
tire Capitol ensemble. 

The Chester Hales*come to the 
party like nice, respectable girls but, 
one look at the.pent-house, and they 
etrip off prettily sequined frocks 
and dance around in their undies. 
An acrobatic dancer, who must have 
attended other pent house parties, 
Wears a scanty dance abbreviation, 
fittingly rhinestoned and_ ruffled. 
Peggy Bernier’s frock is a snug 
white satin, its neat string belt 
matching slippers of scarlet satin. 


Mama Takes Son for Ride 

‘The Guilty Generation’ has a 
novel solution for the disposal of 
its gangster. He is put on the spot 
by his mother, a gentle lady who 
sounds like Emma Dunn struggling 
With an Italian accent, who smiles 
®weetly and wears saintly crosses 
to prove that she has not the in- 
stincts of a killer. If Emma Dunn, 
as the ‘Mama Mia’ of a bootlegger, 
can shoot her own son, he must 
have deserved to die. Society is 
absolved of an otherwise cold- 
blooded crime, and a brand new 
conclusion strengthens the some- 
what creeping events of the latest 
gangster film. 

Miss Dunn’s make-up, more than 
her synthetic accent, gives convic- 
tion to her characterization, Crisp, 
graying hair, sweeping of her fore- 
head into a low, loose knot, a 
®warthy unpampered complexion, 
and comfortable dresses in finely 
flowered foulards, describe her as 
& nice, Italian homebody who 
Couldn't possibly be responsible for 

er son’s career of crime. 

The life of a gangster’s daughter 
forces sad expressions on the pretty 
face of Constance Cummings. A 
palace in Miami, complete with 
8Wimming pools and marble foyers, 
does not help her crash the social 
Bate. Her father’s vulgar taste 
denies her the satisfaction of taste- 
ful costumes. Miss Cummings finds 
Only unhappiness in her wardrobe— 
8S well she might with dresses that 
do not solve the problem of a dif- 
ficult figure. Columbia’s fashion 
department must study Miss Cum- 
mings more carefully if costumes 
are to do her justice. 

Ruth Warren, as a disgruntled 
Press-agent of a publicity -wise 





very | 





gives importance to a small part. 


Harlem Goes Polite 





When Harlem belles pack up their | 


duds and move to Moss’s Broadway, 
they should bring along everything 
that means sizzling, darktown en- 
tertainment. Downtown audiences 
don’t want ‘Three Sepia Songbirds’ 
to warble polite harmonies and wear 
refined dresses of coolest blue taf- 
feta. They don’t expect a dusky 
dancer to attach a dignified skirt 
to her rhinestoned leotard and pir- 
ouette prissily on her tones. 
can’t possibly anticipate 
that wears pale green satin hoop 
skirts ruffled with lace. But that 
is exactly what ‘Hot Harlem,’ the 
floor show 


a chorus 


Inn, brings to the Broadway. 
Baby Cox is more up to audi- 
lence expectation. Ingenuish  blus 


satin combined wth a delicate shell 


pink is the only Broadway style 
concession of a chanteuse whose 
voice is hotter than hot, whose 
slurring delivery is strictly sub- 


Mason-and-Dixon. 
own child—and 
ences like her. 
The temperature of Cora Green's 
crooning is lessened by a dress of 
pure white satin and ill-advised am- 
ber lights that steal the color from 
dark brown skin. ‘Borneo’ repre- 
sents Harlem, bowing to TBroad- 
way’'s idea of colored entertainment, 
but the brilliance of the number’s 
insanely feathered costumes is de- 
stroyed by inexpert lighting. 
‘Hot Harlem’ may have sizzled 
up at Connie’s Inn, but it caught 


(Continued on page 55) 


She’s Harlem's 
sgroadway audi- 


They | 


imported from Connie's | 





} 











beautiful new diamond ring, a 
gift from her hubby....Russ 
Columbo and Bing Crosby be- 
ing considered for Carroll's 
new night club....Gladys Bax- 
ter is in Atlantic City resting 
....-Dorothy Hall was given a 
surprise breakfast on her ar- 
rival from California....Kitty 
Morris has married Bob Berger 

.-Earl Carroll took a party 
out to Chicago to attend the 
Notre Dame-Southern Cali- 
fornia game....James Cagney 
was at the Syracuse-Columbia 
battle....It looks as tho the 
Sam Harris-Irving Berlin show 
is on again....The picture col- 
ony was represented at the 
Mayfair Saturday night by the 


young Fairbanks, Bill Haines 
and Claudette Colbert, while 
the regulars included Mary 


Lawlor, Fred Astaire, Fert Ly- 
tell, Grace Menken, Juliette 
Day, Sylvia Field (with a long 
bob), Jeanne Greene, Dennie 
Moore, Barbara Newberry and 
Eddie Foy (said to have driven 
his new Austin into the lobby 
of the Park Central the other 
day), Horace Brahm, Gladys 
Feldman, Bobbie Perkins, Herb 
Harris, Fannie Ward, J. C. 
Flippen, Helen Menken, Fritz 
Leiber, Harry Bestry, John 
Hundley, Janet MacLeay, Re- 
gina Crewe, Herb Cruickshank, 
Eddie Sullivan, Inez Courtney, 
Stan Pascal, Gertrude Mac- 
Donald, Wilfred Lytell and Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack Whiting.... 
Alice White had a late supper 
at Reuben’s afterward. 














Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Hijacker Has His Day 


For a long time now pampered 
daughters of picture ‘society’ have 
looked upon bootleggers and found 
in them the answer to their maiden- 
ly prayers. After a study of ‘Cors- 
air’ (Rialto) it looks as if bootleg- 
gers are in danger of losing caste 
with picture’s bored young things. 
It’s the highjackers’ turn now, the 
adventuresome boys who are restor- 
ing piracy to the high seas and 
grabbing for themselves the roman- 
tic allure that pirates have always 
held for city gals. 


Alison Lloyd carries on the Hol- 
lywood tradition of what it takes 
to get oneself cast as a member of 
sereen society, assisted by the kind- 
est sort of lighting and an en- 
trance worthy a Ziegfeld musical 
comedy star, The camera discovers 
her dancing, but it won’t let you 
see her face, not until you’re won- 
dering how beautiful a face the pos- 
sessor of such a lovely back will 
have. 

Her clothes fit her with the con- 
tour - disclosing definiteness that 
puts all her cards on the table. 
She asks of yachting costumes only 
that their necklines be cut low and 
that they flutter—transparent mists 
to whip themselves close about her 
in the ocean breezes. Her methods 
for enticement are frank, like her 
clothes, and her diction shows that 
she liked to cut English classes 
when enrolled at Hollywood's fash- 
ionable finishing schools, She is 
such an individualist that when she 
invites a fellow for tea in her 
damask draped drawing room, she 
means tea—very astute of her, for 
she makes a pretty picture back 
of the studio’s silver tea things. 
Hers is the allure that profits by 
outside help; coiffure, backgrounds, 
make-up, costumes must be just-so 
and very feminine to do the right 
thing by her. She gets the hijacker. 

Mayo Methot, poor girl, is old- 
fashioned enough to care for a 
bootlegger, so she gets shot dead, 
but not before she has a chance 
to make a good impression on the 
screen. 


‘Over the Hill’ 


Brush away a tear for the old- 
fashioned virtues, breathe a sigh 
for the mothers that used to be, 
give a cheer for those quaint, faith- 
ful belles, the home girls. ‘Over 
the Hill’ is back in town. 

Mothers will weep softly, thinking 
about Junior and what a dear sweet 


Tears and 





child he was. Matrons will sniff in- 
dignantly at the comparative lack of 
character and selfishness of the 
younger generation. All the women 
will rejoice that an old favorite of 
theirs, Mae Marsh, returns the 
wistfully sympathetic actress of 
yore yet has miraculously kept her 
youth. It makes them feel young 
again themselves. 

A veritable ogress would have the 
audience feeling sorry for her, if 
she only tried to do the physical 
labor Miss Marsh endures in this 
picture, washing, ironing, sprink- 
ling clothes, sewing, cooking, get- 
ting the children off to school, put- 
ting them to bed at night, sweeping, 
scrubbing. 

Quite suddenly she grows old. In 
the begnning when she has four 
children and the house to look after, 
she’s still in full bloom, Ten years 
turn her into a bent and shrunken 
old lady. Ten years could do that 
to a woman so faithful to her re- 
sponsibilities. 

Sally Eilers has the right kind of 
sincerity to make a convincing home 
girl, Joan Peers the proper subjec- 
tion for a young wife dominated by 
her husband, Claire Maynard the 
hard blondeness suitable for a city 
gal with city ways who therefore is 
a villainess, 





An Old Time Note 

Something happens to vaude at 
the 86th Street—something mellow- 
ing, mindful of bygone days. Vaude 
there still looks like variety. That's 
the place to find a good old fash- 
ioned instrumental act with lady 
saxophone players who double in 
dancing—the three versatile young 
women who help Vernon Rathbun 
out with his harmonies. After the 
brunette finishes her earnest 
dance, dressed in maize georgette, 
and the blonde nicely done up in 
black with red and orange ruffles, 
does her stint with a rumba, the 
two join up with the helpful lady 
piano player and return for the 
finale three little girls in white 
taffeta ruffles. Rhinestone studded 
straps support their saxophones, 
narrow ribbon sashes embrace their 
waists. 

Then there are the Floyd Sisters 
and the Four Pearls, who make a 
flash act for Lewis and Altee. The 
Four Pearls flick wide circular 
skirts with old fashioned dipping 
and swaying before they strip to 
sequin trunks and bandeaux to 
pacify the modernists. They take 


tap | 





or other 
house, 
the attraction, 
}and while it wasn’t the sensational 
picture they said it was, the 
Jackie Cooper and the 
Wally Beery are a pair. 
And there’s enough stuff in it 
to guarantee wide popularity. 
Vice-President Curtis Mrs. 
Dolly Gann were honor 
opening night, escorted by Louis B. 
Mayer and his wife. 
say that whenever the president 
attends the theatre in Washington 
everybody waits until he exits first, 
the Hollywood mob rushed pell-mell 
while the vice-president’s party 
| waited for their motors. However, 
| everybody stood up when Mr. Cur- 
| tis made his entrance. 


Hectic Week for Dolly Gann 


out here, should somehow 
j remain a twice daily 
‘The Champ’ was 
win- 
some 

lovable 
sob 


and 


guests of 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mrs. Gann, looking somewhat 
| tired from her hectic week in Los 
Angeles, wore a royal purple velvet 


gown which was extremely becom- 
ing to this rather good-looking, 
gray-haired matron, 

Audience was very brilliant and 
included some of the best-known 
names in the picture colony. Norma 
Shearer, as ever, was stunningly 
gowned in white satin; Dolores Del 
Rio was also in white satin with a 
crimson velvet wrap having white 
fox trimming; Fanchon was strik- 
ing in a white gown with a long 
purple velvet wrap which had an 


POUND-IT-OFF 
PARLORS K. 0. 
| DIETS 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Despite Sylvia’s expose the mas- 
sage business continues to flourish 
here. Practically everyone who has 
ever given a thought to dieting has 
switched to body-punching to keep 
down surplus flesh. 

Over 45 parlors are operating in 
Hollywood and Beverly Hills, most 
of them catering more or less ex- 
clusively to the picture mob. 

Three years ago everything was 
diet. Physical discomfort and the 
sometimes serious results from un- 
dernourishment landed the diet fad 
in the ashcan. 

Pioneers 

Ruth Chatterton, Norma Shearer, 
Ina Claire and Gloria Swanson are 
credited with making the masseuse 
popular. They were the first to 
patronize the female Dempseys 
here, and as the queen can do no 
wrong it was only a short time be- 
fore most of the femmes in pictures 
were going for the daily rub. 

In the same territory but on the 
other side of the fence, Constance 
Bennett and Claudette Colbert sub- 
mit to the mauling for weight in- 
crease, 

About the only person in Holly- 
wood who is not interested in mas- 
sages or diets is Lilyan Tashman, 
whose constitution permits her to 
do about anything in the eating or 
exercising line without fear of 
changing weight. 

Most picture femmes who go in 
for the reducing massages do so 
under supervision of a physician. 
The diet craze taught them it wasn’t 
a bad idea to have a medico keep 
his eye on them. 








interesting groupings and forma- 
tions which, aided by the beautiful 
blue flood lighting that flatters their 
dance-trained bare bodies, make this 
number a triumph for them. The 
Floyd Sisters, 
exactly matched in size and move- 
ment, supply the stage children 
note for this family house. 
Roxy’s Sightly ‘Elements’ 
With a certain lovable, childlike 
simplicity the Roxy comes right out 
and names its current stage show 
‘Elements.’ Not fussy old chemical 
elements like arsenic or lead, but 
its very own kind: air, water, earth, 
fire, and sunrise, too. 
The chorus can stand about for 


(Continued on page 50) 





burly | 


|}mornings) is 
|It starts 


While they dO | and laughter, and while it is 


nimbie little things | 


| rreets 








being luxuriously banded in sable. 


Of course, Sid Grauman and his 
proud and plucky mother were 
there. Mrs. Grauman is still using 


her crutches, but is as cheerful as 
ever. 
Early Morning Comedy 

Attending the Women's Breakfast 
club once a month (Thursday 
quite an experience. 
day off with jollity 
diffi- 
cult for the entertainers to be funny 
at such an hour, even Schnozzle 
Durante and Lou Clayton admitted 
it Was a novelty. 

But as Mrs. Sunday, the presi- 
dent, put it, ‘Any bum can stay up 
late nights, but it takes a darn good 
man and woman to get up early.’ 

General rather 
yourself. get 


the 


atmosphere is 


silly, but if you let 


| into the spirit of the thing it’s not 


as bad as it sounds. ‘Ham and 
eggs’ is the slogan of the break- 
fast club, a luxurious barn on Los 
Feliz boulevard near Griffith park, 
where the male members stage 
weekly meetings every Wednesday, 
but the women only monthly. Most 
everybody comes in riding habit 
following a morning jaunt, as the 
breakfast club also maintains its 
own riding academy and stables. 

Whether you like it or not, the 
visitors feels the silliest when the 
president, Mrs. Sunday, calls for 
‘Sea, Oh, Sea,’ the words of a song 
which are printed on cards in front 
of you. You must then put your 
arm around your neighbor's shoul- 
der, regardless of whether you 
know him or her or not, and then 
everybody sways from side to side, 
thus enclasped, in simulation of a 
rolling sea. If it’s idiotic the Cali- 
fornians don't seem to mind that 
friendly spirit. Prior to that every- 
body turns to her neighbor and 
her: ‘Hello, ham,’ and the 
neighbor’ replies, ‘Hello, eggs.’ 
That’s supposed to establish ime 
mediate good fellowship. 

Saving a Weekend 

California’s unusual weather. 
Even Palm Springs, guaranteed for 
desert sun, did a little double- 
crossing and ruined everybody’s 
weekend with a _ rainstorm that 
lasted all day. It was warmer and 
nicer in L, A, 

For a few who decided Palm 
Springs was too quiet and sunless, 
a jaunt of 150 miles more to Ca- 
lexico and Mexicali was interest- 
ing if nothing else. Calexico is the 
American side of the frontier. 
Across the border is Mexicali,. with 
the saloons and gambling houses 
less than a stone’s throw from the 
American side. Everything in the 
rough and only a few places cater- 
ing to the tourists. Prices exorbi- 
tant and the liquor and food below 
par. Place lacks the class of Cali- 
ente, which, at least, caters to nice 
people in a nice manner and with 
good food and liquor. 

Among the regretful weekenders 
who ran into the Palm Spring 
cloudburst were Harry and Rose 
Cohen, Eddie Buzzell and Bob Ris- 
kin (latter two honestly working 
on a script). Raoul Walsh, Winnie 
Sheehan, Howard Strickling (trying 
to bake out a cold), Ethel Suther- 
land and Bernie Toplitsky, who 
carries his own portable organ 
around. Whenever Joe Toplitsky’s 
younger brother is at a party 
which is lagging he sends the 
chauffeur to his nearest apartment 
to fetch an organ. He has four 
parked all over the L. A. sector, 
And how he can play ’em. He saved 
this weekend for the rang. 

The Desert Inn is the only class 
place ($24 a day and up double, 
American plan) now open at the 
Springs. The El Mirador doesn’t 
start until Dec. 2. Fritzi Ridgeway 
is back at her old stand at the Ho- 
tel Del Tahquiz (European plan). 

Personalities 

A formal Sunday afternoon wed- 
ding 'n’ everything at the Ambas- 
sador for Harry Barris and Loyce 
Whiteman, the popular Cocoanut 
Grove entertainers. 

Those artificial Christmas trees 
are back on the boulevard. 

June McCloy, with her new hus- 
band, was smartly gowned in white 
satin with a long, black velvet wrap 
trimmed in white fox collar and 
cuffs at the Chinese opening. 
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Gentrys sold their dog and pony 
show to J. D. Newman and J. B. 
Austin of Indiana for a reported 
$100,000. Just bought the title back 
this year (1931). 





Flo Ziegfeld and the Keith book- 
ing office locked horns over Eddie 
Cantor. Actor was to open pres- 
ently in Ziegfeld’s ‘Canary Cottage’ 
and was pulled out of the Colonial 
on an exclusive contract allegation. 





Small town managers kicking 
about scenery carried by tabs. Drops 
necessitated employment of extra 
stage hands, and managers were 
hot. 





‘Variety’ reported parodies on the 
down grade. Parodies went over 
big in an earlier day, but they're 
still on the slump. 





Stock business was so poor in 
many towns that local tradesmen 
were demanding spot cash for use 
of props, etc. 





advertised in ‘Va- 
its new star, 
Still current. 


Mutual Films 
riety’ to announce 
Marjorie Rambeau. 





Federation of Labor refused to 
pass a resolution promising ‘every 
possible assistance’ to White Rats. 
It did pass a resolution declaring 
the Rats to be a regular union or- 
ganization, but would not pledge 
pulling out stage hands and musi- 
cians in event of strikes. 





Palace did $4,000 on two Sunday 
shows. All business noticeably up 
due to presence in town of football 
and other visitors. Strand took 
$2,750 and Rialto got $3,024. 





‘Clipper’ mentioned as a novelty 
that a burlesque chorus paraded the 
aisles during one number. Ahead 
of the runway. 


30 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 








‘Clipper’ told an inquirer that it 
did not know of any ‘professionals 
anxious to take part’ in a benefit for 
the poor of Baltimore. Long dis- 
tance recruiting. 





Lithograph tickets were being 
sold in cigar .tores for 15 and 20c. 
each. ‘Clipper’ indignant. 





Corinne, then a child prodigy, was 
opening a New York run at the 
Metropolitan Casino. Supported by 
an adult cast. About 12, then. 





Fire in the Bijou was caused by 
the gas man who fell off a chair 
while lighting the house. His alcohol 
torch fell against a box drape, 
which blazed up. No damage, ex- 
cept to the curtain. In most the- 
atres inaccessible lights were ig- 
nited by a jump spark over a wire 
system. 





Miner’s 8th Avenue theatre 
opened. Now a cheap picture house. 
At that time one of the variety 
leaders. Straight vaude. 





Philadelphia supported two Ger- 
man drama houses and an opera. 
axGave Sunday shows until the mayor 
said Sundays were out. They pulled 
down the lights, admitted only Ger- 
mans, and business as usual. 





Buffalo Bill advertised his dra- 
matic show had netted a profit of 
$14,000 in 11 weeks. 





A colored concert troupe, singing 
spirituals and jubilees, were tour- 
ing as Hart’s Electric Shock. 





An advertiser offered to teach the 
cannonball act to lady gymnasts, 
for a consideration. Threw in crys- 
tal pyramid, plate and hat spinning 
and balancing. 


> 


Checking Up the Critics 


Gilbert Gabriel’s bleet against ‘Variety's’ box-score for critics in his 
Sunday column of Nov. 15 took this eight-year old tabulation for a jaunt. 
But it detoured around a bend or two in presenting that reviewer's ver- 
sion of the rules which govern ‘Variety’s’ method of summing up how 
many times the New York critics have been right and wrong during the 
season, 





Mr. Gabriel’s contention is that if a show lingers on Broadway for 10 
weeks that makes it a hit as far as the box-score is concerned. This 
is not so. If a show is forced along via cut salaries, cut rates, or the 
stubbornness of its financier, and it stays 10 weeks—it still isn’t a hit 
from the box-score’s viewpoint. ‘Variety’ is supposed to, and should, 
know whether artificial respiration is being applied to a gasping Broad- 
way entry. The box-score recounter has repeatedly mentioned that this 
is an edge which ‘Variety’s’ own reviewers have on most of the dailies’ 
dramatic crtics, in that the trade paper boys generally know how a 
show is hooked up financially before it opens, the extent of the buy the 
ticket brokers contemplate or have taken, ete. All of which has a bear- 
ing on the length of a play’s run. This box-office phase, however, doesn't 
have to concern the newspaper men, of course, but is a distinct factor 
in trade paper reviewing as the trade, first and always, wants to know 
a show's chances of success. 





The box-score was inaugurated in 1923 to check the dramatic 
men on how many times they were expressing a positive opinion 
and whether they would stop writing critical essays for their own 
amazement. 3esides which ‘Variety’ had its own curiosity as to how 
many times the boys were going right and wrong, with this also per- 
taining to how well its own reviewers were doing. Mr. Gabriel has a 
clear understanding of these reasons, according to his article. 





In perusing the reviews of the New York critics the box-score keeper 
reads to see if the writer thinks the show is good or bad. If it’s still a 
puzzle after he reads the notice once—he reads it twice. Then if it re- 
mains neither fish nor fowl it is registered as a ‘no opinion.’ The tabu- 
lator strives to give the reviewer the edge. Those criticisms which 
neither said yes or no had reached the point where they were not 
doing the shows, the public, or the critics a favor, and were making a 
farce of reviews as they were appearing in the New York dailies. It was 
at that time, almost a decade ago now, that ‘Variety’ launched its box- 
score. That it had some effect upon the situation is acknowledged by 
Mr. Gabriel, who goes on to suggest that inasmuch as the box-score 
seems to have served its purpose continuance of this particular percen- 
tage scale has since turned into a source of annoyance, 





There are some who alleged that daily paper dramatic men should first 
be a guide to their readers for a selection of plays which they, the read- 
ers, might attend. Carrying it further than that, it is even contended 
that the laity in reading reviews only wants to know whether a show 
is worth the $3.30 or $6.60 it calls for, and is indifferent to the critic’s 
personal feelings as to the ethics, methods and histrionics involved. Also 
that the general public is only interested in the play as an entertainment, 
and not a study. The playgoer, perhaps, runs the gamut ci critics until 
he finds one who coincides with his own tastes in the theatre and then 
is guided by that reviewer when it comes to ruining a $10 bill for a pair 
of seats. 





Most of the critics have their own theories on the purpose and duties 
of their position. One, just last week, mentioned that he ‘helped to wreck’ 
an operetta recently closed, referring to his review of the piece. There 
is no recollection within ‘Variety's’ memory where New York critics 
have either made or broken a show. There are many instances of plays 
which have gone contrary to their press criticisms. 





On the other hand, it is conceded that a concerted and detrimental 
blast from the critics can retard a show for two or three weeks and 
that superlatives may keep it alive for as long. But in the final analysis 
the show either is or isn’t there and will fulfill its destination regardless 
of the critics. Under present conditions a type barrage is quite apt to 
hasten the demise of a bad play, although showmen still rate word-of- 
mouth comment more importantly than anything which appears in the 
press, though they’ve been complaining this fall at the dramatic desk 
tirades. 





The box-score has disclosed too many interesting sidelights to ‘Variety’ 
to be easily dismissed. It has proven the source of many facts in con- 
nection with the legit end of show business and sets. them forth in 
cold figures each season. 


Inside Stufi—Vaude 


Gus Van is the first RKO act to test the exploitation value of disc 
records for lobby use in advance of engagements. Digging personally 
for the reported $150 it costs to experiment, Van last week placed the 
special ballyhoo in St. Louis. 

Sometime back RKO suggested the record thing, but until now nary 
an act went for the idea. Stunt is the use of a special record concealed 
behind a life-size cutout, or other paraphernalia, for constant playing in 
the lobby. Van's record, used a week in advance of his engagement, con- 
sists of material reminding of his radio work and an informal talk de- 
signed to make people stop, look and listen. 

Dave Apollon may be the second act to use the recording exploitation, 
and a third possibility is Kate Smith. 











Martin Beck is reported having started more than one law suit against 
the New York Palace theatre operating company. It’s an RKO sub- 
sidiary. Beck’s actions have been taken as an individual stockholder. 
His allegations mostly are that the Palace has charged improvement 
costs that were unnecessary or not properly Palace charges. These 
charges tend to hold down the Palace net and thereby also keep down 
the dividend to stockholders, if any. 

Beck is a large minority Palace stockholder. He started to build the 
Palace on Broadway for the Orpheum Circuit, but later consented to sell 
the Keith group 51% of the Palace. That controlling share eventually 
passed to RKO with the remainder of the Keith chain. 





Only circuit opposition to the Lyric on 42nd street, with its eight-act 
show, is the inability of any act holding contracts for the Hipp (RKO), 
State (Loew) and Broadway (Moss) to take a Lyric date until any of 
these other spots have been played. 

Turns playing the Lyric are not shut out from either RKO or Loew 
neighborhood dates, it is understood, the circuits regarding the Lyric 
only as opposition if an act they have booked downtown precedes into 
that house. 





Los Angeles’ downtown section is working up a vaude merry -go- 
round. 


The Four Covans, for instance, on Warners’ Downtown bill last week, 








had already played the RKO, one block south; the Los Angeles, one 


=—= 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Instance of how a story idea is sometimes handed around until nearly 
every writer on the lot has made a pass at it is the case of ‘Steep at 
Universal. Latest episode in the life of the mill story is its sidetracking 
by Edward Cahn, director, who is now looking for another plot. 

Story was hatched by John Wexley a year ago. Arthur Ungar was to 
supervise. Wexley couldn’t solve the riddle, and Tom Reed and Dougigs 
Doty tried but were also unsuccessful in putting together a satisfactory 
plot. Robert Harris was next, and was also to supervise, so he had to 
please only himself. His effort amounted to zero. 

Stuart Anthony was next with Sam Bischoff as supe. 
Hall Smith having Richard Schayer as supe. After that came Jack 
Moffitt and P. J. Wolfson. Now the script is back with Reed and he is 
again starting practically from scratch. 

Half the U directors were named to meg it during the story's vicigss}. 
tudes. Among the many titles on the yarn were ‘Men of Steel’, ‘Steel’, 
‘Steel Men’, ‘Steel Man’, ‘Steel Makes Men’, and now it’s back to ‘Steep 
again, 

Story was shelved three times but its inherent value as _ gcreen 
material has always brought it back. List of writers does not include 
those who read the script but shook their heads when asked to take a 
crack at it. 





Then Walton 





Coverage of a big football game is the newsreel’s most expensive out- 
lay. Quite often enough negative to provide film for three feature 
releases is used, to insure against a muff. That means that the ree} 
people pay $800 for negative of which payees at the theatre see at the 
most but $12 worth. 

In the instance of Fox-Hearst, negative costs have increased 50% 


since the commencement of the pigskin season. This despite an earlier 
warning to economize and shoot only when ‘you see the hems of their 
pants.’ Sane 


The slow motion camera is the greatest eater of football film, think- 
ing nothing of using 8,000 feet, itself, during a game. 

Two other cameramen must be on the job to get the speed effects. 
These can run up, according to newsreel executives, 12,000 feet between 
them. 

Nothing can be done about newsreel economy when it comes to foot- 
ball, it is admitted. The games must be covered through theatre demand, 
All the reels can do is let the boys have their film spree while it lasts, 





Something new in the way of censorable subjects was handed the 
Hays office in the script for Metro’s Russian Soviet story. Mss. was 
given Hays’ readers to look at from political angles and whether the 
picture might run into snags with the U. S. government. 

Soviet sex angles, which might not get by in a story with American 
background, was passed as oke by the readers. There were plenty of 
suggestions for changes, however, on the political twists of the story 
which might not be to the liking of the State Department, 

Script is returned to Metro which is now making the changes. No 
starting date for the Soviet picture has been named by Irving Thalberg 
and Al Lewyn, the associate prod. Although other studios may get the 
rjump on Metro in production of a Soviet yarn, Metro is content to go 
slow and screen the ticklish story right. Communism will be treated as 
a religion, 





How a foreign male personality literally put himself over into stardom 
with ‘applause cards’ at a preview of a picture is ingenuous, and since 
established as fact. The foreign actor had his friends planted with 300 
of the ‘applause cards’ (with which the producer invites public opinion 
from those attending these previews) whereon every other comment was 
dwarfed by raves for the foreign player. The propaganda was so cleverly 
put across that the studio, highly impressed, rushed a star exploita» 
tion campaign into work, only to realize that the foreign actor will never 
make the grade as a star, 





“Homicide Squad” introduced Police Commissioner Mulrooney in & 
capacity preceeding the New York State Censof Commission in cene 
sorial dictation on underworld themes. It was upon Mulrooney’s order 
this picture was rejected, being released only after certain revisions were 
made. The release included an added preface which made the Commis- 
sioner, himself, an ex-officio member of the cast. 

Several other pictures have been seen in New York and ordered back 
by Mulrooney, including Howard Hughes’ “Scarface.” 





Don Eddy, publicity head of Radio studios, circularized the trade 
papers and dailies asking cooperation in squelching ‘98% false’ Radio- 
Pathe studio shakeup rumors, promising each paper he would help it 
protect exclusive stories when such reports were accurate. 

Almost all Radio-Pathe stories coming officially from the studio have 
been so late as to be uninformative, with the papers continuing to handle 
news in their own way. 





After turning out ‘Connecticut Yankee’ in 30 shooting days, and “The 
Plutocrat’ in 31, Dave Butler ran up his megging percentage with 
‘Delicious’, which was 61 days in the making on the Coast. 

One factor prolonging the schedule was Janet Gaynor taking & week 
off, necessitating shooting around her in the interim. 





Richard Anderson, former International Newsreel executive, Is now 
editor of a Warner theatre house organ. Single handedly Anderson is 
getting out ‘Carry On.’ It is issued weekly, running between 12 and 20 
printed pages. 





In the annual pre-Christmas slump battle, Publix has sanctioned givé- 
aways, special attractions, amateur shows, special exploitation and other 
moves, 





West coast bunch is kidding the new spiel: ‘What we need in this 
industry is a new form of loyalty’, knowing that such ‘new form of 
loyalty’ is the prelude to a request for a cut, 





Under its deal with Sam Rork to distribute a picture starring Clara 
Bow, the picture will be made at the Col Hollywood studio with Rork 
as associate producer. 


——— 





block east, and the Million Dollar, four blocks north, Similar cases with 
other acts on the bill. ; 

Not enough work on the Coast to attract many eastern acts for fliers, 
so the same talent is shifted around and around, 

ieenananie 

When colored shows which have played Broadway are booked into 
the Lafayette, Harlem, that house generally uses one act of the show 
the first week and the second act to follow the second week. However 
when ‘Singin’ The Blues’ was there last week the show was presented 
in its entirety. 

This was accomplished by running three shows with the feature film 
sandwiched between, 





1 trav- 


Vaude people playing dates out of New York have done so mucl pt 


eling by cars and bus that the railroads have found this former bus!” 
cut more than one-half, 

Mild weather this fall has given further impetus to moto 
jumps. 
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Equity Doubles Initiation Fee—$50: 


Say Move Not CI 





Equity has raised its initiation fee 
from $25 to $50 for all classifica- 
tions, doubling of the rate having 
official by the council 
It became effective im- 


been made 
last week. 


mediately. Annual dues remain the 


pame, or $18 for senior members. 

While the move may be regarded 
as a step towards closed shop for 
actors in the legit field, Equity lead- 
ers explain that by making it harder 
to join for newcomers it is a pro- 
tection for members who find it in- 
creasingly difficult to secure engage- 
ments. With so many actors out of 
work, some Equity officials favored 
raising the initiation to $100, but the 
Council thought that too drastic and 
that would virtually be closed shop. 

Managers Consent 

Before the boost in the initiation 
fee could be made it was necessary 
for Equity to obtain permission 
from the Managers’ Protective As- 
sociation. This is the group of 
managers allied with the Shuberts 
with whom Equity has a 10-year 
agreement dated May 31, 1924. This 
so-called minimum basic agreement 
provides for ‘Equity Shop’ and es- 
tablished the 80-20 casting scheme 
which has about become obsolete. 
The M. P. A. consented to the in- 
creases. 

Closed shop, which the managers 
feared so much some years ago, does 
present time. 

crack the 
but rather 
members in getting 


not mean much at the 
Equity is in no spot to 
whip on the managers, 
must aid its 
jobs. 

Effect of the initiation increases 
was as expected. The first six days 
the $50 requirement was on there 
was one membership application. 
The average number of applications 
has been about 15 weekly. Equity 
recognized the drop in revenue from 
initiations but figures that will be 
compensated for by the ability of 
more members to pay dues. 


‘BARRETTS’ ’ $17,800 IS 
B’WAY RESUMPTION TOP 


‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ re- 
sumed last week at the Empire, 
after a six weeks’ layoff. In gross- 
ing $17,800 the play virtually re- 
sumed its former pace. Illness 
caused Katherine Cornell to sus- 
pend performances, 

Resumption total is something of 
a Broadway record. Few shows 
have successfully come back after 
so long a layoff. Both matinees 
played to standing room last week 
despite that the show is now in its 
10th month. 


oe 


Zell In on ‘Papavert’s 
Paris Show Comes Over 


Joe Zelli, Paris night clubber, 
will take a chance at Broadway legit 
producing. He is teaming up with 
Chas. K. Gordon, former local pro- 
ducer, to bring over the latter's 
‘Papavert,’ current in Paris. Ben 
Hecht is adapting. 

Gordon's last Broadway show was 
‘Ghost Parade,’ after which he blew 
to Berlin. Gordon wrote, directed 
and produced ‘Papavert’ in Paris, 
basing it on Geo. Froeechel’s novel. 
Story pokes fun at communism. 


Eastern Film Tests 


Fox has short 
Pawley and 
actors. Both 
currently in 


optioned Edward 
Preston Foster, legit 
were tested together, 
‘Two Seconds,’ legit, 
with a possibility also that Foster 
may 0 to Warners to repeat his 
role in that co.’s talker. James 
Cagney is reported for the lead in 
the Warner production, 

Joris Carson, in ‘Cat and Fiddle,’ 
is another legit test by Radio Pic- 
tureg, 


K. C. Shubert Relights 
Kansas City, Nov. 23. 
After a couple of dark weeks the 
Shubert will get ‘Mrs. Moonlight,’ 
week Nov. 30. 
It will be the third of the Dra- 


Matic League's subscription offer- 
ings, 


losed Shop Gesture 


Noble? 


Dorothy Hall, five months on 
the coast, returned to New York 
Saturday morning. Miss Hall 
q wired she would be on the Cen- 
tury, as she couldn’t secure 
space on the Advance Century, 
Then came in on the Advance 
Century without knowing it. 

Surprised no one was at the 
station to meet her, Miss Hall, 
while phoning her husband, 
saw a couple of friends outside 
the booth. She learned of the 
error. So not to disappoint the 
friendly mob to appear, Miss 
Hall went inside the train shed 
and came out again with the 
mob from the regular Century. 


Tf Sunday Shows 
In N. Y., Unlikely 
Until Next Fall 




















First concerted move for Sunday 
legit performances in New York 
was started last week when a com- 
mittee of leading managers in the 
Theatre League conferred with 
Equity officials. Another’ session 
yesterday (23) was held with the 
matter going to Equity’s Council 
today (Tuesday). Favorable con- 
sideration by that body would be 
followed by a special meeting for 
Equity members, the question hav- 
ing to be decided by vote, 

If Sunday shows become a real- 
ity it will probably be not until 
next season. Equity will likely in- 
sist that such performances be 
legalized but the New York state 
legislature does net convene until 
after Jan. 1 (first Wednesday in 
January). 

It is expected that opposition will 
crop up in Albany. On the nega- 
tive side already is the Lord’s Day 
Alliance which last week objected 
even to Sunday night benefit per- 
formances. The Alliance failed to 
stop Sunday burlesque shows but 
feels it has a grip on legit. Benefits 
are in the guise of concerts, same 
applying to vaudeville. 


FILMS DON'T OBJECT 
TO LEGITS ON SUNDAY 


The film industry is not opposing 
Sunday legitimate ‘shows on Broad- 
way. According to MHaysites, it 
would be a stimulant rather than a 
deterrent to week-end business in 
general, 

Pointing out that Sunday legit in 
Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit and 
other cities never could be blamed 
for any impairment of picture b. o. 
grosses in those cities, the Hays 
Organization believes that seven- 
day week stage shows would in- 
flate the Surday crowds on Broad- 
way. 

The difference between the legit 
and film fan is chiefly a matter of 
admission prices, 


DEPT. STORE MAN PART 
TIMING AS HOUSE MGR. 


Omaha, Nov. 23. 
Brandeis reopens with legit, the 











Moon changes to musical tab policy 
from poor talkers and the State 
(Publix) gives closing order for 


Nov. 29, all within one month. 


Joy Sutphen again manager of 
Brandeis, part-timing as depart- 
ment manager in the big store 
which owns the theatre. 








1 ? 
Sanctuary’ as Play 
‘Sanctuary,’ from the novel by 
William Faulkner, is being readied 
for production by Walker Towne, 


Inc. Frederick Schlick did the 
adaptation with the title to be 
changed. 


Walker Towne, Inc., is the trick 
name for Sam Golden who pro- 
duced ‘Sing High, Sing Low’. 











FEW FOREIGN TROUPES 


But 2 German Co.’s Coming in—One 
For Longacre 








Foreign legit on Broadway this 
season has been limited to the Ital- 
ian troupe at the Little. It’s the 
reverse of last year when several 
troupes, including Hungarian, Ital- 
ian and Greek, played Sundays to a 
profit. 

Another foreign group, however, is 
ihe New German Theatre Players, 
headed for the Longacre. This com- 
pany will play weekdays, except 
Mondays and Tuesdays, at $1.50 top. 
Sundays also will be played. An 
additional German rep is also being 
framed by Walter Hartwig. 





Trick Stages Cuts 


Down Road Dates 
And Possible Profits 


Twirling 





in trick 
shows have cut down both the num- 


stages scene 
ber of possible road productions as 
well that 


play is trouped out of town. 


as profits when type of 
Intri- 
back- 
kept 
getting the 


cacies and extent of these 


stage equipments have also 


some towns from 
shows. 

‘Constant Sinner’ is reported hav- 
ing had to cancel some dates 
through being unable to get on to 
the stages. ‘Two Seconds’ was also 
headed for touring, but will go ta 
the storehouse unless some system 
can be framed to replace the show’s 
rolling platforms. 

Another example is ‘House Beau- 
tiful.” Before the show was sent to 
the road its physical production was 
cut down greatly, with several 
truckloads eliminated. 





Authors Turn 
Producers in 


Self-Defense 


Latest movement in New York 
legit circles is a rush of authors to 
produce. Among them are several 
prominent writers who never pre- 
viously attempted or thought of 
producing on their own. 

One to join is Winchell Smith, 
who is producing ‘The Tadpole’, his 
most recent work, for himself. It 
was originally to have been an Er- 


langer production, but Smith put 
up the bond for it himself and went 
into rehearsal at the John Golden 
theatre last week. Day after re- 
hearsal started Smith took ill and 
action was postponed for several 
days, but has now resumed. 


Besides Smith, Elmer Rice and 
John Wexley joined the author- 
producer ranks during the past 


couple of months. Rice put on two 
plays for himself, ‘Left Bank’ and 
‘Counsellor at Law’, and Wexley 
produced ‘Steel’ on his own. An- 
other author to turn producer is 
Don Mullally with ‘The Camels Are 
Coming’. 


Excuse generally given for the 
rush is that the writers are leary of 
most producers during the present 
session of many flops and numerous 
bankruptcies. Old business’ of 
writers not wanting to fight over 
revisions is given impetus by the 
current situation. 

Smith’s entrance into the pro- 
ducing field is called especially pro- 
pitious at present because he’s one 
of the few writers deemed to really 
have a bankroll. 





Balieff Posts for Cast 
On ‘Chauve-Souris’ Tour 


Balieff’s ‘Chauve-Souris’ was 
slated to start a road tour last 
night (Monday) in Buffalo with 
following time listed for Canada. 


are being guaranteed at Equity by 
Balieff. 

Shuberts, who guaranteed sal- 
aries when ‘souris’ played New 
York, have withdrawn that aid with 
the Balieff guaranteed, indicating 
Morris Gest has likewise taken 
away active interest. 


|longer forcing 
| money for the authors when any of 


| players 
Salaries for the American players | 





Bway May Lose 20 of Its Legit 


Houses—Overbuilt 42d St. Block 





Now Messrs Shubert? 


So far Claude yreneker, 
head p. a., has failed to sup- 
plement his famous note to 
dramatic depts of the dailies to 
refer to the Shuberts as the 
Messrs. Shubert. 

With the Shuberts as a cor- 
poration now in the hands of a 
receiver or two, the newspaper 
boys are in a quandary as to 
the present address, whether 
the Messrs. Shubert, Rec’v., or 
the Shuberts-in-law or what, 
or whether to just cal] them as 
usual. 


Fast Folds Give 
Authors Break 
If Studios Buy 











Notable sidelight in the many 
legit closing this season is the 
number of shows not lasting even 
the customary three weeks’ period 
to cut the producers in on picture 
money. It’s an indication that the 
producers realize that to run the 
shows for the length of time neces- 
sary to make them eligible for films, 
according to the Authors’ League 
ruling, it will cost as much or more 
than the amount they’ll receive if 
sold to a film firm. 

Fact that the producers are no 
runs means more 


the stories sell. Some of those 
shutdown are expected to go for 
talkers, with writers then the only 
ones to collect on the celluloid sale. 

Looks as though the managers 
have started to figure out that by 
the time the backer, author, cast 
and stage crew are paid off, they 
themselves get air. Further cause 
is that the clucks can’t be cut- 
rated at all for any money. 


44 MEN IN PIT FOR 
YOUMAN’S MUSICAL 


Vincent Youmans will have 44 
men in the pit for his musical ver- 
sion of ‘Smiling Through.’ Com- 
prises one of the biggest orchestras 
to ever play a Broadway musical. 

Show is now set to go into re- 
hearsal Nov. 30 and is listed to open 
at the Garrick, Philadelphia, Dec. 
28. Jose Rubens will probably di- 
rect with Jane Cowl, who played’ in 
the original presentation of the 
piece, acting as coach. 

Cast lineup now includes Tom 
Powers, who replaces Basil Rath- 
bone, Norma Terris, Charles Win- 
ninger, Ada May and Caryl Berg- 
man among others, 


B. 0. Figures Novel for 
British Cast Which Cuts 


Cast of ‘Good Companions’ is 
working on a salary cut of 3344% ef- 
fective for two weeks. Business of 
the English show has improved 
lately by virtue of the Shubert of- 
fice diverting theatre parties to the 
44th Street theatre. 

Equity was not consulted in the 
salary cutting, rule being that if 
the cast assents Equity won't in- 
terfere, Last week the _ show’s 
gross climbed from $10,000 to $13,- 
000. Agreement between Lee Shu- 
bert and ‘Good Companions’ is that 
if the gross reaches $17,000 full sal- 
aries will be paid. Show’s pace has 
never approached this figure. 

Players are being given boxoffice 
statements at each performance, a 
novelty for the British actors in- 
volved. silling says the company 
has 100 players but half a dozen 
are still doubling. One 
is peopled with extras who 
are not paid because of the ‘stage 
experience’ they get. 

Several scenes have been dropped 
from the performance and in that 
way the number of stage hands was 
decreased. On its present basis the 
show may be able to climb over 
the wall. 
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In the next year or two Broad- 
way may lose 20 legit théatres, and 
the legit may be the better for it, 
From five to eight houses on 42nd 
street—once the show hub with 
more theatres than any other block 
in the world—are named as prob- 
ably passing. 

The number of dark theatres in 
the last several seasons foreshadows 
the elimination process. Houses 
without attractions do not earn rent 
and taxes. It is just a question 
of time when owners or lessees will 
grow tired or broke trying to carry 
the theatres. It looks like an es- 
tablished fact that there are not 
enough shows to ease the managers 
house problem. 

It is reported the Craig, one of 
those 54th street mistakes is about 
to be sold for other than theatre 
purposes. It has made no profit 
since opening. The same appli2zs to 
the New Yorker, opened as the 
Gallo. Although there is an adjoin- 
ing office building, the mortgagees 
had to take it over a year or so ago. 
It’s the same now with Hammer- 
stein’s (Manhattan), which broke 
Arthur Hammerstein. 

It was figured the up-Broadway 
trend might make those theatres 
but it may be years before the trend 
gets that far and perhaps not until 
the elevated railway is razed. 

The Zeigfeld theatre, a block to 
the east at 54th street, has had hits 
and drew big business, but its loca- 
tion, away from Times Square, may 
have figured in the recent drop of 
the ‘Follies’ which sent the revue 
to the road. 

In a Bunch 

A proposed deal for some of the 
42nd street theatres would take out 
four legit and one picture house on 
the north side of the thoroughfare, 
They are the Apollo, Times Square, 
Lyric, Republic (now burlesque), 
and the Rialto. It was intimated 
that the site is sought for a de- 
partment store, 

On the south side of the street, 
the ground rents on the Liberty and 
Eltinge have a year and three 
months to run. The Loew interests 
have an option to buy the properties 
and already control the old Murray 
building in between. Wallack’s, a 
grind picture house further to the 
west, is said to be owned by the 
Franklin Savings Bank at the 
Eighth avenue corner, as is the old 
American Music Hall untenanted 
since a fire a year ago. 

Loew's anticipated building a 
large picture house when the op- 
tions were bought. Not sure the 
plan will be followed. If it is and 
should the department store become 
a reality, a block which has gone 
to seed, a block that offers Bowery- 
like come-ons mixed in with some 
class shows, would be reclaimed, 
It would greatly benefit Broadway. 


Charlie Ray’s Legit Tour 


Looks to Have Blown 





A plan to tour Charles Ray, for- 
mer picture star, in ‘A Regular Guy’ 
appears to have bubbled and burst. 
Attraction was booked into Wil- 
mington, Del., recently for two days, 
but never showed. Theatre was 
stuck for the ad space in the dail- 
ies. 

Original idea was to play the 
small towns at $2 top. 

‘Regular Guy’ was first put on in 
New York as ‘A Man’s Man’ in a 
converted house on 52nd street. 
Last season it was shown at the 
Hudson with Glenn Hunter and cut 
rated for small grosses. C. W. Mor- 
ganstern is said to have planned 
the Ray tour. A salary bond was 
never posted with Equity. 


Gordon Defers Vienna’: 
Will Do Summer Revue 


Max Gordon has definitely de- 
cided to put off his production of 
‘Waltzes from Vienna’ until next 
fall. He also set back all further 
activity until spring, when he will 
start whipping another revue into 
shape for summer presentation. 

‘Waltzes’ is current at the Alham- 
bra, London. Gordon's intention is 
to bring it over here at a $3 top if 
he can secure a suitable theatre, 
Operetta is a big show mechaniece 
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Bankers Favor Continuing Shubert 


Receivership—Lessen Theatre String 


Despite anticipation of changes in 
the conduction of the receivership 
of the Shubert Theatre Corp., the 
creditors may okay the present set- 


up at a meeting in the Woolworth 
Building next Tuesday (Dec. 2). 
A report gotten up by the Irving 
Trust and Lee Shubert, co-re- 
ceivers, and sent to those con- 
cerned tabulates the assets of the 
corporation and favors continuance 


of the receivership. The alterna- 
tive, bankruptcy, will be pointed out 


as to unwise at this time and, per- 


haps, disastrous. A committee of 
bondholders has not yet shown its 


attitude definitely. 


The report of the receivers shows 
that the weekly deficits for the first 
two weeks of the_ receivership 
(which started Oct, 20) were over 
$38,000 and $39,000, respectively, but 
for the week ending Nov. 14 the 
deficit was down to $21,291. The 
economies worked out are set forth 
and the plans for letting go more 
theatres operated at a loss are men- 
tioned. 

A point cleared up is the sale of 
the Shubert London theatre inter- 
ests. Even though the profit on the 
deal was $529,000, the deficit of the 
corporation at the end of the fiscal 
year (June 30) was $1,672,000. 

When the receivers took hold the 
net cash assets were less than $70,- 
000. By permission of the court 
the receivers issued $150,000 in 5% 
receivers’ certificates in order that 
they could carry on. These certifi- 
cates mature Feb. 1, 1932. To date 
only $50,000 have been sold, being 
taken by Lee Shubert individually, 
‘the receivers being unable to find 
any other person willing to pur- 
chase the certificates.’ 

The co-receivers are said to be 
working with less friction than at 
first and are reported in agreement 
that the corporation has a chance to 
liquidate. 

The banking end is_ striving 
for economies while the production 
end is left to the say-so of Lee. 
Productions are proceeding which 
indicate no idea ‘of “a* change in 
that actifity and because-th®pro- 
ducing of shows is the only way to 
keep the company’s theatres oper- 
ating. 


Those Dark Houses 
J. H. Waters, the~ Shubert 
comptroller, said that the biggest 


problem is the cost of carrying dark 
theatres. Coal, taxes and other cost 
items pile up into important figures. 
The aim therefore is to get rid of 
as many leaseholds as possible. Out 
of town houses have been the 
heaviest burden and theatres in 
Boston, Philadelphia and Chicago 
are being lopped off the string. 

It is again reported that the Ma- 
jJestic, Royale and Masque, built by 
the Chanins in New York and sold 
to the Shuberts, will pass to the 
possession of United Cigars Stores, 
holder of the mortgages. It cost 
the Shubert corporation $850,000 in 
cash to acquire these three the- 
atres, 


KETTERING-EQUITY SCRAP 


Loop Mgr. Won’t Put Up Bond for 
. ‘Shanghai’ 











Chicago, Nov. 23. 
Unless matters are straightened 
out with Equity, it’s likely that 
Ralph Kettering may not go 
through with his announced plan to 
bring in his own revival of ‘Shang- 

hai Gesture’ with Florence Reed. 
Hiolding up the plan to open at 


the Adelphi, where the show for- 
merly ripped off a terrific run, is 
Equity’s demand for bond. Ketter- 
ing, however, has so far insisted 


that rather than post a bond for his 
own production he'll bring in a 
road show from New York. 


NBC’s Legit Booking 


San Francisco, Nov. 23. 
Earliest legit attraction 
Erlanger’s Columbia is 
Yushny’s ‘Blue Bird Revue.’ 
It plays there Christmas Week, 
NBC booked it. 











Helen Hayes’ Untitled Play 


George Abbott is working on an 
untitled play for Helen Hayes. Is 
intended for production by Gilbert 
Miller in the spring. 

Play is the work of an unnamed 
Hollywood authoress. Abbott will 
be credited as co-author. 


set for 
Yascha 





Now It’s Committees 





If in radio 
dents, in legit 
be committees. 

Equity is the latest to get 
into the committee swing. This 
is for Sunday shows and an- 
swers the staff appointed by 
the Theatre League for the 
same purpose. Latter organi- 
zation takes the cup for hav- 
ing committees, as well as tak- 
ing place and show easily. 

Af the same time the The- 
atre Guild broke into the com- 
mittee field with a new pro- 
duction system and Erlanger's 
has a daily committee meet- 
ing each morning. This cus- 
tom has been stopped since the 
Erlanger-Fixel hearing with 
only one meeting weekly and 
that on Saturdays. 


DUCKS ARBITRATION 
ON ‘WALL BETWEEN’ 


Slated arbitration to settle owner- 
ship of ‘Wall Between’ by Mike 
Kallesser and Laurence Wallis, 
which Equity stopped during re- 
hearsals, has been delayed by the 
withdrawal from. proceedings of 
Amos Paglia who started to produce 
the show. Latter withdrew Wednes- 
day (18) a few days before the 
hearing was to be held. 


it’s 
it’s getting to 


vice-presi- 














Authors claimed the play re- 
verted to them when Paglia 
couldn't or didn’t deliver, also 


maintaining that he acknowledged 
as much. Under the manager's 
withdrawal it is considered probable 
that Kallesser and Wallis will re- 
tain the script by default. 

One angle on Paglia’s move is 
that it may be a retaliatory gesture 
against the authors since Paglia, in 
not having actually released owner- 
ship, might bring suit as the right- 
ful owner if another production at- 
tempt were made. 


$377 in Escrow Daily 
Protects ‘Girl Crazy’ 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 
Complications are setting in on 
‘Girl Crazy,’ which is being shoved 
through a scrimmage of lawyers, 
writs and union regulations. Loud 
note last week was the unusual ar- 
rangement set by Equity for the 
protection of salaries which total 
$2,841.25 weekly. 
Under the innovation Equity daily 
receives from the show the sum of 
$377, equal to one-eighth of the sal- 
ary list. Under this scheme the cast 
is protected for its one week’s clos- 
ing notice in case of a sudden fold- 
ing. Other daily visitors to the 
Garrick box office are the attorneys 
for Aarons and Freedley, original 
show owners. Attorneys are collect- 
ing the A. & F. royalties. 
Another twist has Jack Haskell, 
the show’s director, aiming to attach 
the box office for $1,260 which he 
loaned the management when things 
looked fough at the beginning of the 
run. 
Loan was made directly to John J. 
Garrity, Shubert rep here, who per- 
sonally signed the note guaranteeing 
Haskell the coin. Whether Haskell 
can attach the register is a technical 
hair-raiser, since he has 25% of the 
show, and it’s another legal point 
whether an owner can attach his 
own show. It’s likely that Haskell 
may sue Garriety on the promissory 
note which is dated Oct. 10. 

And still another angle concerns 
the report that Gregory Ratoff, the 
producer, wants Joe DeMilit, com- 
pany manager, to quit. This because 
of reported failure to ride to order. 
But the Shubert office is sitting on 
the other side of the fence, insisting 
that DeMilt stick around. 











Midtown Group Folds 


Midtown Productions, Inc., legit 
group formed some months back 
by college graduates, has given up 
the ghost. Outfit was headquar- 
tered at the Princess theatre. 

Marvin Borowsky was head of 
Midtown. One show, ‘People On 








the Hill,” produced by the group, 
died quickly. 


COCHRAN TAKES ‘LIFETIME’ 


Kaufman Sailing to Direct—4 of 
Cast Also Going Over 








Charles B. Cochran has secured 
the British rights to ‘Once in a Life- 
time’ from Sam Harris. Four of the 
leads in the original cast are said 
to have been engaged for the Lon- 
don presentation. Balance of cast 
will be secured over there. 

Date of the overseas showing not 

definite and depends on when George 
S. Kaufman can make the trip. 
Kaufman will direct the London 
company but is at present tied down 
with two Harris productions. Kauf- 
man co-authored, staged and ap- 
peared in the Broadway engage- 
ment, 
American players named for -the 
London company are Hugh O’Con- 
nell, Jean Dixon, Grant Mills and 
Charles Halton, 


‘Vanities’ Droppmg 
2 Mats and Plans 
New Year’s Edition 


‘Vanities’ will drop two of its four 
matinees during December. This 
week the Tuesday afternoon show 
has been switched to Thursday 
(Thanksgiving). Business at the 
matinees for the musical has been 
o7. 

Idea of playing 10 performances 
weekly at $3 top nights and $2 in 
the afternoon was a possible gross 
of slightly over $60,006 weekly, but 
lately the pace has slowed down to 
around $45,000 and less. 

In ‘Vanities’ going on a regula- 
tion eight performance basis it is 
not known whether salary revi- 
sions, will be made. Understood 
that Carroll plans perking up ‘Van- 
ities’ by putting on a winter edi- 
tion, due about New Year's, 


MILLER IN PERSON 
AT AUTHOR’S REQUEST 


Gilbert Miller will appear on the 
stage at Henry Miller’s tonight 
(Tuesday) during the premiere of 
‘The Good Fairy.” He will not be 
required to join Equity since his 
performance will not extend after 
the first and second nights, the 
show’s ‘stage manager thereafter 
doing the bit. 

Manager’s appearance is at the 
request of Ferenc Molnar, author of 
‘Fairy.’ It marks a twist in the plot, 
which calis for the manager of the 
theatre to address the audience. 


Miss Etting—Negro Team 
Out of Road ‘Follies’ 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 


With the exception of Ruth Et- 
ting and Buck and Bubbles, Zieg- 
feld ‘Follies’ opens tonight (Mon- 
day) at the Erlanger with its New 
York cast intact. This is the show's 
first road stand, 

Harry Richman, Jack Pearl and 
Gladys Glad are the remaining prin- 
cipals. Winnie Henshaw has Miss 
Etting’s place. Helen Morgan left 
the ‘Follies’ prior to its New York 
closing. 


Can’t Use Title 


Legal staff of First National Pic- 
tures has notified Albert Bannister, 
legit producer, he can’t use the title 
‘The Love Racket’ through FN 
claiming to have produced a film 
under that title. 

Bannister’s show opened last night 
(Monday) in Brooklyn, using the 
‘Love’ name Title will probably 
change to ‘Sex Racket.’ 























HOWARD’S ‘KINGDOM’ START 


Leslie Howard was due to begin 
active work on his legit return yes- 
terday (Monday) when Gilbert 
Miller put ‘Animal Kingdom’, by 
Phillip Barry, into rehearsal. 

Walter Abel is a late cast addi- 
tion. Show probably for the 
Empire, 





Henderson Rep Outlawed 
Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Equity is calling its members off 
the Lew Henderson show Nov. 238. 
Henderson was recently suspended 
and placed on Equity’s unfair man- 
ager’s list for failure to come 
through with claims. 


Henderson repertoire troupe is 





now touring Iowa. 








Topper 





Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 

Independent film producer 
was talking to a play broker 
who tried to interest him ina 
show about to open in New 
York. 

‘It’s about 
agent told him. 

‘’S’ too late,’ the producer 
replied, ‘them hats is out of 
style already.’ 


eugenics,’ the 











MONEY SQUALL OVER 
BROWN SHOWS QUIETS 


Difficulties in straightening out 
salary claims arising from the non- 
payoff of two shows, produced as 
stock at the Riviera, New York, by 
Chamberlain Brown, have been 
partly settled by arbitration. De- 
mand for a bond by Equity is ex- 
pected to end the fracas. 

Plays were ‘Ada Beats the Drum’ 
and ‘Merton of the Movies.’ Each 
played a week. When there was no 
payoff, claims were entered, with 
Brown admitting having signed the 
players’ contracts, some on stock 
and others on jobbing agreements. 
Brown, however, was secured by 
George Katz, former lessee of the 
house. Katz, in turn, was guar- 
anteed by a bonding company upon 
which Equity is demanding. 

Arbitration determined sums _ to 
be paid as $855 for ‘Ada’ and $975 
for ‘Merton.’ Brown's troupe at the 
house continues with William Fox, 
owning the theatre, assuring pay- 
ment, 


N. 0. Co. Doing Stage 
Version of ‘Laughing Boy’ 


New Orleans, Nov. 23. 
French Theatre Group here 
producing Otis 











is 
Chatfield-Taylor’s 


adaptation of Oliver LaFarge’s 
novel ‘Laughing Boy.’ Will open 
around Dec. 28. Lemist Essler is 


head of the producing organization. 
Film rights to the novel are held 
by Universal, 





Chicago Premiere for 
‘Mr. Whistler’ Dec. 27 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 


Rowland Stebbins will produce 
and open his next play, ‘Mr. Whist- 
ler,’ at the Blackstone Dec. 27. It’s 
described as a romantic comedy 
with the painter-etcher as the 
central character. 

Besides Richard Hale in the name 
role cast will include Diantha Pat- 
tison, J. Malcolm Dunn, Reginald 
Carrington, Georgia Lee Hall and 
Charles Laite. 

Stebbins’ other production, ‘Green 
Pastures,’ is currently at the IIli- 
nois, 





Selling Memphis House 


Memphis, Nov. 23. 

The old Lyric may pass into 
the hands of Harding Council, 
J.0.U.A.M. 

James H. Holt, trustee chairman 
of Harding Council, said purchase 
would probably be made following 
a hearing to release the property. 
J. M. Goff, president of the Madi- 
son Avenue Theatre Co., which sold 
the Lyric to Maxda Caldron, is the 
receiver. Understood that sale 
price will exceed $60,000. 





YOUNG FEIGLEY INJURED 


Toledo, Nov. 23. 
Howard Feigley, Jr., 16, son of 
the head of the Granada Players, 
is in a critical condition after be- 
ing struck by an automobile. 
Youth suffered a broken leg and 
possible fracture of the skull. 


‘SECONDS’’ 25% SLICE 

Continuation of ‘Two Seconds,’ at 
the Ritz, after Saturday (14) was 
made possible through a 25% cast 
cut. 

Show is now on a week to week 
basis at the same time. Produced 
by Lande and Stevens. 








$2,100 FOR CHORINE 


Ameline Ideal, chorus girl with 
‘Three’s a Crowd,’ playing Pitts- 
burgh this week, who was injured 
in a taxi accident Jan. 1, 1929, and 
sued the H. W. Operating Company 
for $10,000, settled out of court last 
week for $2,100. 


See Subway Ring 
Of 6 Down to 
2 Very Shortly 


Addition of Broadway's Subway 
circuit, or the greater part thereof 
to the general demise of the road 
is expected within the immediate 
future. The subs are now only 
functioning around 50% of capacity 
with a further cut to 33%% antici. 
pated. When this happens it wil 
probably last until next season, say 
operators, 

Dearth of productions already hag 
three subway houses closed out of 
the total of six. With nothing in 
sight one of the three now open ig 
expected to turn off the lights 
within three weeks. 

Newark’s two houses may reduce 
to one when the list of shows pres- 
ently booked expires. Balance of 
shows will then have but the Mas 
jestic, Brooklyn, and one of the 
Newark sites left of the six. 


2 LAST SEASON SHOWS 
WILL MAKE NEW TRIES 





Two of last season's pieces are 
dated for new attempts. One ig 
listed for Chicago and the other tg 
due in New York. 

Chi try is for ‘Life Is Like That,’ 
which Curtis Emery previously 
showed at the Little for a brief 
spell. It’s being rewritten by 
Courtney Savage. Casting is due 
in two weeks. 

Other show is ‘Men Must Fight,’ 
which Sigourney Thayer took to 
Philly for a two weeks’ tryout. Play 
has been rewritten and likewise 
will cast shortly. Thayer produces 
under the title of ‘Rabbitskin, Ine’ 


Ellis-Sydney May Do 
‘Criminals’ for Shuberts 


Basil Sydney and Mary Ellis may 
do ‘The Criminals’ for the Shu- 
berts later. Piece was owned by this 


acting duo oefore the Shuberts 
bought it several months ago. It 
was written by Ferdinand Bruck- 
ner in German. 

Play is a multiple scened piece 
produced by the Pitoeffs in London 
and Paris. 

Sidney and Miss Ellis and Paul 
Streger and Crosby Gaige are th@ 
principals concerned in produce 
tion of ‘Jewel Robbery,’ by Ladis< 
laus Fodor. First two will be 
starred, latter two producing. Gaige’ 
recently became a factor in the 
show. 

Play has been adapted by Bers 
tram Bloch, eastern scenario editor 
for Metro. Rehearsals Nov. 27 
probably opening at the Times 
Square, New York. Streger to di- 
rect, 


Guild Switches Play from 
Erskin to Group Theatre 


Group Theatre Theatre Guild sub- 
sidiary, has been given the script 
of ‘The Son of God’ for their next 
production. Piece is by Paul and 
Claire Sifton and will be ready 
about Dec. 7. 

Guild originally intended ‘Son of 
God’ to be produced for it by Ches- 
ter Erskin. Group Theatre also 
owns production rights for ‘Dono- 
gon Tonka,’ by Jules Romains. Gil- 
bert Seldes adapted the piece. 


Craven with McKaig 


Frank Craven goes under Alex- 
ander McKaig’s banner with the 
producer’s next show. Craven will 
direct. Script is tentatively titled 
‘The Perfect Crime’ and was writ- 
ten by E. C. Carpenter and Law- 
rence Grossman. 

McKaig is casting and starts re 
hearsals the first week in Decem- 
ber, 


’ 
HART’S ‘POTTER’S FIELD 
Walter Hart, stager, formerly 
connected with Ray-Minor ae 
has the rights to ‘Potter's Field °° 
Paul Green. He will produce 0" "* 
own. 





Hart staged ‘Precedent.’ 
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~ Hold ‘Quilt’ to 


Spite ‘Vanities 





‘Interlude’ at $1.50 Starves—Only One Dra- 
matic Smash in Chicago in 3 Months 





Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Current week finds 13 legit houses 
lighted with four bidding for musi- 
eal coin, Jinx figure, incidentally, 
is the season’s high and equals the 
pumber open a year ago. Trade last 
week slipped all along the line, 
aramas feeling it the most. 


Carroll's ‘Vanities’ disrobed at the 
Erlanger last Sunday. Practically 
every one of the daily reviewers 
gave themselves up to long and 
graphic descriptions of the show’s 
dirt phases. Reaction at the box 
office was severely felt the next two 
days. Business, however, started to 
build midweek and went better than 
$26,000 on the week. 


‘Crazy Quilt’ was slated to pull 
out Nov. 28, but when the Shuberts 
found it didn’t collapse in its 
geventh week against the Carroll 
{nvasion, exit plans were canceled. 
Shuberts informed Rose that the 
option under the $20,000 stop figure 
would be exercised and that he 
would have to stay until at least 
Dec. 12. 

Legit mob interpret the Shubert 
order as a retaliatory measure 
against Carroll personally for his 
pulling out of the Shubert booking 
alliance. Carroll’s stay, limited to 
four weeks, anticipated that the 
Shuberts would keep ‘Quilt’ at the 
Apollo for the entire ‘Vanities’ so- 
journ. : 

Three other newcomers of the 
week, all dramas, didn’t fare well. 
‘Vinegar Tree’ got a unanimous and 
enthusiastic backslapping from the 
critics, but the box office story for 
the first week was not so favorable. 
Start was very weak, but the pick- 
up at midweek lifted the total to 
around $10,000. 


‘Tonight or Never,’ the Apollo’s 
two-for-oner, came in for a nice 
critical reception and showed a sub- 
stantial $10,000 for the first of its 
scheduled four weeks. QO. E. Wee’s 
production of ‘Strange Interlude,’ at 
the Great Northern, cut its local 
stay to two weeks when it could 
only sweep together $4,000 the first 
week, 

Though ‘Blassom Time’ did near 
eapacity business on its second 
week at the Grand, total was less 
than $14,000. Trade was practically 
all cut rate. Same situation pre- 
vailed at the Garrick with ‘Girl 
Crazy.’ 

No blowouts Saturday night. Cur- 
rent week’s unfoldings has “Tomor- 
row and Tomorrow’ at the Black- 
stone tonight (Monday), and Bry- 
ant’s ‘Show Boat’ troupe in ‘Ten 
Nights in a Barroom,’ at the Stude- 
baker, last night (22). Laura 
Wilck’s production of ‘The Weaker 
Sex’ follows ‘Unexpected Husband’ 
into the Cort Nov. 29. Other immi- 
nent bookings are ‘Grand Hotel’ at 
the Grand, Dec. 8; ‘Marching By’ at 
the Great Northern Nov. 30, and a 
flock at Christmas time. 


Estimates for Last Week 


*Blossom Time,’ Grand (2d week) 
(O-1,360; $3). Stocked them in all 
week on the slip rate plan, taking 
a nicely profitable $14,000. Current 
and last week well sold in advance 
and could afford another two weeks’ 
extension. Added a special Thanks- 
giving matinee to its nine shows to 
take care of the demand. Leaves 
oa coming Saturday night for De- 

oit. 


‘Blue Ghost,’ Playhouse (4th 
week) (D-603; $3). Slipped slightly 
to $4,700. 


‘Crazy Quilt,’ Apollo (7th week) 
(R-1,430; $3). Down around §$21,- 
000. Al Jolson in ‘Wonderbar’ com- 
ing here Christmas Day. 

‘Girl Crazy,’ Garrick (7th week) 
(M-1,997; $3). Cutrate card spread 
bringing them in, but showing no 
Profit for the producers and backers. 
Approximate $14,000 and practically 
all of it from two-for-one clientele. 

‘Vanities,’ Erlanger (ist week) 
(D-1,318; $3). Handicapped some- 
what at the start by a critical drub- 
bing, but sharp pickup from Wed- 
nesday on favors bettering the ini- 
tial week’s estimated $26,000. 

‘Green Pastures,’ Illinois (9th 
week) (D-1,365; $3). Around $17,- 
000, but figured good through holi- 
days. Only’dramatic smash of sea- 
son. 

‘Mrs. Moonlight’ Harris (2nd 
Week) (D-1,084; $3). Subscribers 
furnish $9,000. Cream puff drama 
no draw. 

‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow,’ Black- 
stone (D-1,219; $3). Ushered in 
tonight (Mondoy) with Zita Johann 
and Glenn Anders. First of The- 
atre Guild’s spreads for the cur- 
rent season here. 

Strange Interlude,’ Great North- 
ern (ist week) (D-1,365; $2.50). 
They didn’t take to this O. E. Wee 
version at the 25 to $1.25 scale a la 
cutrate, Jumping to Milwaukee the 
end of the current week. Drew 
“round $4,000, leaving little to the 
ouse and about an even break for 





Wee. Couple of the critics made 
copy at expense of show now with- 
out Theatre Guild backing. Other 
critics complimented production as 
worthy. 

‘Tonight Or Never,’ Adelphi (ist 
week) (C-908; $3). Promising at 
quoted $10,000. Fritzi Scheff sur- 
rounded by generally weak cast but 
femme inclination may hold this one 
over the profit line for the remain- 
ing three weeks of its sojourn. 

‘Unexpected Husband,’ Cort (9th 
week) (C-1,984; $3). Dragged it- 
self through an uneven week’s at- 
tendance to around $5,000. ‘The 
Weaker Sex,’ comes in Nov. 29, but 
Dick Herndon hasn’t decided where 
he goes from here. 


‘Vinegar Tree,’ Selwyn (1st week) 
(C-1,086; $3). Overcame a poor 
start and wound up close to $16,- 
000. Advance sale for current week 
indicates a substantial boost for the 
second lap. 


‘Ten Nights in a Barroom,’ Stude- 
baker (D-1,060; $1). First of the 
scheduled presentation by Billy 
Bryant’s Show Boat troupe. Opened 
Sunday night (22). 


‘FAIRY’ AND ‘TOMORROW’ 
$13,500, $16,000, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 23. 

Legit trade was up last week, 
with two strong attractions and 
subscriptions backing both of them. 
Second time Professional Players, 
at the Alvin, and Theatre Guild, at 
Nixon, have run into each other 
this season and plenty of criticism 
from the press because of booking 
conflicts. 

Coincidentally, both of last week’s 
plays were Gilbert Miller produc- 
tions, ‘Good Fairy’ (Alvin) pitted 
against ‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ 
(Nixon). Both shows ran neck and 
neck, with the edge probably going 
to ‘Tomorrow,’ through the Guild’s 
bigger subscription list, on about 
$16,000. Helen Hayes’: ‘Fairy’ ran 
better than $13,500 and was favor- 
ably received. 

Burg running true to form this 
week with two musicals. Thanks- 
giving session never has been with- 
out one around here. Big advance 
sales for both ‘Wonder Bar’ (Al- 
vin) and ‘Three’s a Crowd’ (Nixon), 
with extra mats scheduled. 


‘TONIGHT’ GETS $12,000, 
‘LIVES’ $8,000 IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 

Only two legit shows in town dur- 
ing the week and with favorable 
theatre weather both got good 
money. ‘Tonight or Never,’ with 
Helen Gahagan at the Belasco, got 
an even $12,000 on its opening week. 

BE. E. Horton in ‘Private Lives,’ 
second week at the Hollywood Play- 
house, got $8,000, best the house has 
done in two years. 

Duncan Sisters in a revival of 
‘Topsy and Eva’ opened at the El 
Capitan Sunday afternoon to a fair 
advance. Sisters are L. A.’s fav 
stage daughters. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Tonight or Never,’ Belasco (ist 
week) (CD-1,103; $2.50). Good start 
at $12,000. Helen Gahagan not 
known here. 

‘Private Lives,’ Hollywood Play- 
house (2nd week) (C-1,152; $2). 
With only one mat, Saturday, house 
doing practical capacity to get 
$8,000. 


Grid Crowds Aid Boston 
Legits—Lifetime’ $19,000 


Boston, Nov. 23. 

Harvard- Yale fans sent the 
grosses of two legits skyrocking last 
week. ‘Marching By,’ at the Shu- 
bert, sot $25,000, while ‘Once in a 
Lifetime,’ at the Majestic, had about 
$19,000 in the strong box. Friday 
and Saturday nights found both 
theatres capacity. 

‘Student Prince,’ due to open this 
evening (Monday) has one of the 
best advance sales at the Shubert 
in years, while Maude Adams, at 
the Colonial, has added a special 
matinee with the house sold out 
for the week. ‘Follies’ is due at the 
Colonial Dec. 7 for one week. 


Estimates for Last Week 




















‘Marching By’ (Shubert). Fine 
around $25,000. 

‘Once in a Lifetime’ (ist week, | 
(Majestic). Okay at $19,000. 

‘House Beautiful’ (4th week) 


(Plymouth). Near $13,000 with club 
and church parties. 


Minneapolis B. 0. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 23. 

Despite a fine performance that 
won the critics’ praise, ‘The Copper- 
head’ grossed only about $3,500 for 
the Bainbridge stock. This is bet- 
ter than recent weeks, but not sa- 
tisfactory. 

After a siege of darkness, the 
Metropolitan has ‘Private Lives,’ 
starring Edith Taliaferro and Don- 
ald Brian, first half of this (23) 
week, 

Stock burlesque with the assist- 
ance of the first professional wrest- 
ling bout of the season, did around 
$3,000 at the Gayety. Fair. 


Philly Shows Fair; 
‘Cloudy’ at $11,000 
And Revue $23,000 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 

Business in local legit houses 
fairly good last week. Possibly 
explained by only three (not count- 
ing the Lecust, given over to $1 
weekly-change repertory), were 
open. 

‘Third Little Show’ not only got 
its expected class draw at the For- 
rest, but also showed enough 
strength to suggest a third or fourth 
week. Notices raved about the 
comedy but not the dance and song 
specialties. 

Civic Light Opera (Aborn) Com- 
pany, having moved to the Gar- 
rick, fell under its ‘Mikado’ mark 
with the third offering, ‘Pirates of 
Penzance,’ but the last thrée per- 
formances picked up sufficiently to 
offset the definite report that the 
company would cut its intended 
local stay of eight weeks by three 
or four. Gross for ‘Pirates’ was 
$12,500. 

‘Cloudy With Showers,’ although 
panned by subscribers of Profes- 
sional Players, jumped again and 
grossed $11,000 in third week, with 
indications that the fourth week, 
with help of Thanksgiving, may top 
entire month’s stay. 

This week has a batch of new 
ones. The Broad reopens with Hope 
Williams in a new Arthur Hopkins 
comedy production, ‘The Passing 
Present,’ for a fortnight; the Er- 
langer has “The Follies’ for a single 
week; the Aborn forces are offering 
‘Patience,’ at the Garrick, and Lew 
Leslie is bringing ‘Rhapsody in 
Black’ for an indefinite stay at the 
Shubert. In addition the Locust 
has ‘Young Woodley,’ with Douglass 
Montgomery (Kent Douglas of the 
screen) for a single week. 

Nov. 27 there will be ‘Hay Fever,’ 
third offering of the Pro Players at 
the Chestnut Street, with Constance 
Collier as star. On Dec. 7 the Maude 
Adams-Otis Skinner troupe is due 
at the Broad. Other December 
bookings, around the holidays, are 
Arch Selwyn’s ‘Satan Passes,’ at 
the Broad; Vincent Youmans’ 
‘Smilin’ Through,’ at some Erlanger 
house, the new Fred Stone show at 
the Forrest, Ethel Barrymore’s 
‘School for Scandal,’ at the Chest- 
nut, and ‘Blossom Time’ again, at 
the Shubert. Early December book- 
ings are distinguished by their ab- 
sence. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Cloudy With Showers’ (Chest- 
nut) (4th week). Last week, the 
third, best of lot with about $11,- 
a claimed. ‘Hay Fever’ next on 

st. 

‘Third Little Show’ (Forrest) (2d 
week). Opened very well, and around 
$23,000. No bookings until late in 
December and this revue may hold 
for third or even fourth week. 

‘Patience’ (Garrick). Fourth week 
of Gilbert and Sullivan revivals and 
looks snappy. ‘Pirates of Penzance,’ 
first effort on moving down here 
from Erlanger, off some from ‘Mi- 
kado,’ but up at end of week; 
$12,500. 

‘Passing Present’ (Broad) 
week). Opening two weeks’ en- 
gagement with fair indications. 
Hope Williams should mean some- 
thing. After this a single week of 
Maude Adams-Otis Skinner. 

‘Rhapsody in Black’ (Shubert) 
(1st week). Negro revue in for 
stay with good indications. Only 
show planning two matinees 
Thanksgiving week. 

‘Follies’ (Erlanger) (One week 
only). First Ziegfeld show here in 
a long time. Exceptional advance. 
House has no further bookings at 


present. 

‘Young Woodley’ (One week 
only). Douglass Montgomery this 
week’s guest star. Business to date 
has been fair but fate still not cer- 


tain, 
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Bickerton’s Version of 
‘Prince and Pauper’ 


Having backed two shows this 
season so far, Joseph Bickerton, Jr., 
figures he can chance it independ- 





ently. He'll produce a new version 
of Mark Twain's ‘Prince and the 
| Pauper.’ 

Clifford Brooke will stage, show 
| probably coming in at the end of 
}next month. j3ickerton, who is 
counsel for the Authors’ League, has 
{ produced before. 


Not 25 B'way Shows at Xmas, 
Low Mark of Years—Current Hits 
.. Get Real Coin—‘Vienna’ $23,000 





which 
being 


up with the rapidity with 

most of the new shows are 
yanked. That Broadway will 
less than 25 shows by Christmas is 


show list within memory for the 
holiday period. There were more 
than two dozen attractions in town 
during summer a couple of years 
back. 


For a time recently it looked as if 
the season might catch up with last 
winter, but this week’s total of 41 
attractions is five less than the same 
week a year ago. 

There are 18 houses dark, not 
counting the little theatres and those 
gone over to pictures. There are 
four shows due next week, but a 
flock of closings will approximate a 
total of 35 current next week. Six 
production musicals now, an un- 
usually low number for fall, plus 
two musical revivals. 

Hits Are Collecting 

Despite the generally poor going, 
the hits are getting real money. 
Newest to join the successes is 
‘Reunion in Vienna,’ which started 
with $23,000 at the Beck. The dra- 
matic leaders again include ‘Bar- 
retts of Wimpole Street,’ which re- 
sumed at the Empire and got close 
to $18,000; ‘Mourning Becomes Elec- 


tra’ tops the group at $25,000; 
‘Cynara’ climbed to $17,000 last 
week; ‘Counsellor at Law’ pushed 


to $15,000, and ‘Grand Hotel’ is still 
getting big money though leaving 
next week, 

Biggest call among the musicals 
is for ‘Laugh Parade,’ which climbed 
over $30,000; ‘Vanities’ is technically 
the musical leader at approximately 
$45,000 or a bit less, but has slowed 
up; ‘Scandals’ is still big at $36,000; 
‘Band Wagon’ has slipped to about 
$31,000, but ‘Cat and the Fiddle’ is 
strong around $28,000. 

Aside from ‘Reunion’ the new 
show crop looks very low. ‘Fast 
Service’ opened and quit at the Sel- 
wyn; ‘If Love Were All’ likewise at 
the Booth; ‘Louder Please’ has a 
starting pace of about $6,500 at the 
Masque; ‘Sing High, Sing Low’ is 
uncertain at the Harris; ‘Steel’ is just 
as doubtful at the Times Square; 
same for ‘The Devil’s Host,’ Forrest, 
and ‘The Widow in Green,’ Cort; 
‘The Lady With A Lamp,’ which 
opened at the Elliott last Thurs- 
day (19) goes off this week. 


Closings 
Other closings are ‘Payment 
Deferred,’ Lyceum: ‘The Social 


Register,’ Fulton; ‘School for Scan- 
dal,’ Barrymore; ‘If I Were You,’ 
49th Street; ‘The Roof’ stopped at 
the Hopkins last Saturday; ‘Won- 
der Boy’ is slated to close next 
Monday. 


Two new shows and a revival are 
listed for next week: ‘After All,’ 
Booth; ‘Bloody Laughter,’ 49th 
Street; ‘The Firefly,’ Erlanger’s, and 
‘The Love Racket’ is a possibility. 

Opposition Shakespearean troupes 
has resulted in both getting small 
money. ‘Hamlet’ is wavering at the 
Broadhurst, and the Chicago Civic 
Company is reported getting but a 
few hundred dollars nightly. 


‘Barretts of Wimpole Street,’ Em- 
pire (37th week) (C-1,099-$3.85). 
Reopened almost as strong as when 
suspending for six weeks; first week 
of resumed run nearly $18,000, with 
both matinees turnaways. 


‘Brief Moment,’ Belasco (3d week) 
(C-1,000-$3). Appears class draw 
and not aimed for big grosses; 
claimed slight climb; approximately 
$13,000. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Globe (7th week) 
(O-1,416-$4.40). Very good agency 
sales and holding pace to quite 
profitable business; again $28,000. 


‘Church Mouse,’ Playhouse (7th 
week) (C-984-$3). Should go beyond 
holidays; business continues’ to 
moderate but profitable grosses; 
over $9,000 claimed. 

‘Counsellor - at - Law,’ 
(4th week) (C-1,042-$3). Saturday 
night to clean sell-out; strong box 
office show went upward last week 
to $15,000. 

‘Cynara,’ Morosco (4th week) 
(CD-1,893-$3). Another click and to 
big money; last week $17,000; looks 
like cinch. 

‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ Shubert 
(7th week) (M-1,395-$3). Moderate 
scale musical and only reason played 
this long; rated around $11,000 or 
less. 

‘Fast Service,’ Selwyn. Withdrawn 
Saturday; notices fairly good but 
little business after opening; played 
five days, 

‘Grand Hotel,’ National 
week) (ID-1,164-$4.40). 
week to play, then Chicago to beat 
picture version; could have stayed 


Plymouth 


(54th 





Legis production is unable to keep|couple of weeks; 





have | 


| week; 
indicated, affording the most meagre | at reduced rates got it by: ‘Bloody 


| 





Another | 


| well through season otherwise; $19,- | 


| 000 or more. . 
| *House of Connotty,” Mansfield (%t 
lb week) (D-1,0590-$2.59). Anothe 


started out very 
well and claimed out of red; $7,000. 

‘If 1 Were You, 49th St. (10th 
week) (C-700-$3). Holds over this 
block sales to organizations 


Laughter’ for next week. 

‘If Love Were All,’ Booth. 
Saturday 
two days, 

‘In Times Square,’ Longacre (ist 


Closed 
after playing week and 


week) (D-1,019-$3). Presented in- 
dependently (Barry Macollom and 
Mauric yreet); written by Dodson 


L. Mitchell; opened Monday. 

‘Lady With a Lamp,’ Elliot (2d 
week) (D-924-$3). Final week; 
opened last week; received credit- 
ably, but too much doubt about 
English piece here. 

‘Left Bank,’ Little (8th week) (D- 
530-$3). Among moderate successes; 


around $8,000 in small theatre. 


‘Louder Please,’ Masque (3d week) 
(C-700-$3). First full week to fair 
business; between $6,000 and $7,000. 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ Guild 
(5th week) (D-914-$6). Capacity at 
all six performances (no matinees), 
with gross topping the dramas at 
$25,000. 

‘Miss Gulliver’s Travels,” Hudson 
(Ist week) (C-1,094-$3). Presented 
independently; written by George 
Ford and Ethel Taylor; opens 
Wednesday (25). 


‘Payment Deferred,’ Lyceum (9th 
week) (D-957-$3). Final week; 
English meller averaged $8,000 until 
last week, when under $6,500; goes 
to Chicago. 


‘Reunion at Vienna,’ Beck (24 
week) (C-1,168-$3). Second indi- 
cated click by Theatre Guild; first 
week’s takings great at $23,000 or 
better; excellent notices. 


‘Scandals,’ Apollo (11th week) (R- 
1,168-$5.50). One of few winning 
musicals but somewhat affected 
lately; about $36,000. 

‘Sing High, Sing Low,’ Harris (34 
week) (C-1,051-$3). Notices not hot 
nor is business; questionable of 
making grade; $6,000 estimated. 


‘Social Register’ Fulton (3d week) 
(C-913-$3.. Final week; fair, but 
operating cost probably demanded 
higher figure; over $9,000. 


‘Steel,’ Times Square (2d week) 
(D-1,057-$3). Opened late last week 
with distinctly mixed notices; looks 
too drab. 


‘The Band Wagon,’ New Amster- 
dam (25th week) (R-1,423-$5.50). 
Slipped to about $31,000; musical 
leader in early months; should last 
beyond holidays. 

‘The Bride the Sun Shines On,’ 
48th St. Postponed for week. 

‘The Devil’s Host,’ Forrest (2d 
week) (D-1,015-$3). Opened late 
last week drawing adverse notices. 

‘The Good Companions,’ 44th St. 
(9th week) (CD-1,000-$3). Theatre 
parties shunted here to support 
English comedy which went up sev- 
eral thousand; cast took one-third 
cut; $13,000. 

‘The Good Fairy,’ Henry Miller's 
(1st week) (C-946-$2). Presented 
by Gilbert Miller; written by Ferenc 
Molnar; opens tonight (24). 

‘The Guest Room,’ Biltmore (8th 
week) (C-1,000-$3). Around $3,000 
weekly, which loses plenty; hanging 
on without apparent reason. 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Imperial (4th 
week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Ed Wynn 
show rated having top call in agen- 
cies and also strong box office 
sales; near musical smash now; 
$30,000 or more. 

‘Two Seconds,’ Ritz (8th week) 
(D-945-$3). Week to week; im- 
proved to $7,700 last week and 
should get share of Thanksgiving 
trade. 


‘Vanities, Earl Carroll (14th 
week) (R-2,550-$3. Claims’ of 


grosses exaggerated of late; fig- 
ures have been down to $45,000 or 
under; talk of another edition soon. 

‘Widow in Green, Cort (2d week) 
(C-1,043-$3). Opened late last 
week; another show in doubt after 
divided first opinion. 

‘Wonder Boy,’ Alvin (6th week) 
(CD-1,387-$3). Rather disappoint- 
ment and continuance not certain; 
claimed around $10,000 but not 
enough; due out next Monday. 

Other Attractions 

‘Hamlet,’ Broadhurst; not doing 
well. 

Chicago Civic Shakespeare So- 
ciety, Royale; only a few hundred 
dollars nightly and out next week. 

‘School for Scandal,’ Barrymore; 
revival’s final (3d) week. 

‘The Roof,’ Hopkins; closed last 
Saturday. 

‘Naughty Marietta,’ Erlanger’s re- 


New York,’ 48th 
‘The Bride the Sun 


| vival. 


‘Streets of 


Street: revival; 


| Shines On’ postponed until next 
week, ‘ 
Cornelia Otis Skinner; Avon, 
] , 
MONnOGIOE€. 
‘Boccaccio,”, New Yorker; light 


opera revival apened last week. 
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Plays on Broadway 





REUNION AT VIENNA 


Comedy in three acts presented by the 
eatre Guild Novy. 16 at the Martin Beck. 
tten by Robert E. Sherwood; direction 


Worthington Minor; sets by Aline Bern- 
stein. 
DR «sh peneee Sevccegceeevese Mary Gildea 
LAUNdryMan....-cessecsseese- Stanley Wood 
WRUOTAR. . cee ccrcccocccecceetses Lynn Fontanne 
De. Anton Krug.cececceses:: Minor Watson 
Diane ote o60e Coes aabeesens Phyllis Connard 


Hmil..... 


WTP CTITTT Trt re Lloyd Nolan 
Here Brug..ceccis 


Henry Travers 





Pees TOR .6 is 4 de ctaceveesn Helen Westley 
Countess Von Stainz....Virginia Chauvenet 
Count Von Stainz......... Edward [Fielding 
POE crc ecccccdsesetes ve Edouardo Ciannelli 
BIG ac civavciccsenceecctectsbes Bela Lublov 
BATU ss ccccccccceseccsoececaces Otis Sheridan 
PUSS: 06 6escccasceegneetwe Bjorn Koefoed 
Police Inspector....ccessecs Murray Stevens 
CES ada 6 0660 Cees crcuctsecetaus Joseph Allen 
Va SOE. cocevonéeacbaeus Alfred Lunt 
Baroness Von Krett..... Cynthia Townsend 
General Hoetzler......escee. Frank Kingdon 
TOR co escccccoctesucecsesshe Owen Meech 
ee Ceecoeuceesces Justina Wayne 
Koeppke....... ececcces William R. Randall 


Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
do most of the acting in this latest 
Guild effort. Robert Sherwood has 
written what -passes with Guild 
audiences as smart dialog. Those 
two things combine to lift ‘Reunion 
at Vienna,’ an otherwise mild piece 
of theatre, into the hit class. It will 
have no trouble lasting six weeks or 
more above the regular Guild sub- 
scription period. 

It would be interesting to see 
what would happen to this piece 
without Lunt and Fontanne. Such 
an even and smooth performance is 
given by Miss Fontanne and such a 
beautifully bombastic one by Mr. 
Lunt that it is impossible not to get 
a pleasant reaction. Especially in 
the second act, by far the best of all. 

Theme of the play is that beauti- 
fully trite and ancient piece of ho- 
kum about the clash between intel- 
‘igence and nature, heart and brain, 

{th the emotions, of course, win- 

ng out. But Robert Sherwood has 
dressed it up in nice new clothes 
with sufficient ingenuity to, for a 
moment, make it appear like a new 
idea, 

Strangely, for an American, Sher- 
wood spotted his play in Vienna. 
Probably because he worries a bit 
about psychologists in the play and 
that made him think of the Austrian 
capital, Play is about the Haps- 
burgs of Vienna, and although not 
especially Viennese in spirit or man- 
ner, it is sufficiently true to the 
Hapsburg traditions. Any that know 
the Hapsburgs will call the charac- 
ters more reminiscent of the Ro- 
manoffs of Russia than the Haps- 
burgs, but the Romanoff clan would 
recognize the characters as of the 
Viennese vintage. 

Dr. Anton Krug is an eminent 
Viennese psychologist and Elena is 
his wife. They’re happy. It’s years 
after the War that broke down the 
Hapsburg line. Along comes Franz 
Joseph's 100th Anniversary and the 
few remaining members of the 
Hapsburg clan get up a reunion. 
Prince Rudolph Maximilian von 
Hapsburg, a Nice taxi-driver now, 
manages to get there, as also Elena. 

Before the war, it seems, Elena 
had been Rudolph’s mistress. Now, 
knowing he’ll be at the reunion, she 
doesn’t want to go. But Dr. Krug, 
being a wise psychologist, says she 
must go, to break down the shadows 
of the past. When she'll see how 
her future prince has changed, the 
doctor’s theory is, she’ll forget all 
about him forever. When the prince 
sees how she has changed he'll dis- 
miss her also. With everybody 
happy. 

But the paradox is that these two, 
Elena and Rudolph, haven’t changed. 
Everybody else has changed, grown 
old, wrinkled, worried or marked. 
But these two managed to remain 
as they were. So there’s a conflict 
immediately and she saves herself 
only by leaving the party undressed 
and through a back door. 

Rudolph is not so easily beaten. 
He follows her home. He wants to 
fight for her with her husband. And, 
of course, the wise physician is so 
intelligent that he leaves the couple 
in the house alone for the night 
while he goes out to plead with the 
police not to arrest the prince. He's 
sure that under those circumstances 
his wife will not be unfaithful. 

It's the old G. K. Chesterton and 
G. B. Shaw formula. Take any ac- 


cepted truism and say it’s the other 
immediately 


way around. You're 
considered brilliant. 


Sherwood has sprinkled the dialog 
with a lot of clever lines, of the sort 
them- 
An example 
Vienna's 
sole remaining industry.’ It’s neither 
brilliant nor clever but it sounds so 
It’s a perfect bit of manu- 
facture for people of smart preten- 
It’s supercili- 


that immediately identify 
selves as being clever. 


is: ‘Psychiatry, oh yes; 


at first. 


sion, real or phoney. 
ous triteness. 


Piece has a splendid production; 
are 
beautiful; the direction by Worth- 
In an act- 


the sets by Aline Bernstein 


ington Minor is perfect. 
ing way Miss Fontanne and Mr 
Lunt completely dominate the show 


traiture. 
picked carefully. 


and Henry Travera, Kauf. 


Minor Watson as Herr Krug has a 
difficult part since he has to be out- 
shadowed by the colorful prince and 
the beautiful woman at all times. 
He seems too restrained at times, 
but gives a satisfying bit of por- 
Rest of the cast is type 
Outstanding are 
Helen Westley, Edouardo Ciannelli 


The Lady With a Lamp 


Drama in three acts presented at Maxine 
Elliott’s theatre Nov. 17 by Kenneth Mac- 
gowan and Joseplr Verner Reed; written 
by Reginald Berkeley; Edith Evans 
starred; staged by Leslie Banks. 

William Nightingale..,........Edgar Kent 





Tord Palmerston.......+. eeeed. W. Austin 
Sidney Herbert.....ccssseee.. Leslie Barrie 
Mrs. Nightingale.......+..-- Nellie Malcolm 
Elizabeth Herbert........ Patricia Collinge 
Henry Tremayne............:Stuart Cassy 
Selina Bracebridge. ......csecess Jane Savile 
Florence Nightingale......... Edith Evans 
Lady Heritage........ses:. Hilda Plowright 
th) Macnee sackad aeeas Barbara Allen 


Lady Christabel Deane...... Barbara Bruce 


Miss Pelt.... ...--Anne Revere 


BPs TAR. ccccecvecesscs H. Langdon Bruce 
DA. LUIS ws ote BSc eeersrcesece Ann Lynwood 
PE pdicndadnaaeeere ster Philip Tonge 

A biographical costume drama, 


‘The Lady With a Lamp,’ seemed 
too quiet a play to catch popular 
fancy to the extent of a box office 
success. 

However, it is another credit to 
the energetic producing duo of 
Macgowan & Reed. It is just a 
question of time when this pair will 
click with a real hit. There was a 
show with the similar title of “The 


Lady of the Lamp,’ done by Earl 
Carroll some years ago, but Mac- 
gowan & Reed retained their title 
because of this play’s rating in 
England. 

The central figure is Florence 
Nightingale, whose intense ma- 
ternal instinct was not fulfilled in 


marriage and motherhood, but 
whose energy started the movement 
that has resulted in the modern 
methods of trained nursing. Her 
first service was in the Crimean 
War when the Tommies were far 
away from home. 
The story of Florence Nightingale 
is doubtless of great interest, espe- 
cially to the British, and there are 
some poignant points in the play, 
but a limited appeal to Broadway 
is indicated. 
Edith Evans comes to _ these 
shores to impersonate the greatest 
nurse of all time, first as a girl, 
whose beloved dies before her eyes, 
a war casualty. Later as a woman 
whose keenness wins the admira- 
tion of the cabinet and whose quiet 
insistence inspires England's states- 
men to support the reforms she 
worked for. Finally, as an aged 
woman confined to bed, brought to 
the drawing room in a wheel chair 
for the function of a royal decora- 
tion. 
These phases in the life of Flor- 
ence Nightingale emit some dra- 
matic sparks of a subdued nature. 
Most of the high lights in dialog 
show interchanges with Elizabeth 
Herbert, so well played by Patricia 
Collinge, that she was a close sec- 
ond to Miss Evans in performance. 
The scene wherein Miss Nightin- 
gale is given the king’s medal calls 
for added characters and extras, 
and there was no skimping by the 
producers in making it seem real. 
Miss Evans and Miss Collinge 
really carry the play; but there 
are some men concerned, among 
them St. Clair Bayfield, as a Scotch 
doctor, who becomes a sort of 
secretary to the great nurse and 
Leslie Barrie, a statesman, whose 
profound respect principally aids 
Miss Nightingale in her work. 
‘The Lady With a Lamp’ is weepy 
to those who fall under the spell of 
Miss Evans’ acting and to those 
who are familiar with the life of 
Miss Nightingale. But it seemed 
that something more was necessary 
to put the play across over Fh 
ee. 


FAST SERVICE 


Comedy in three acts presented by Edgar 
Selwyn at the Selwyn, Nov. 17; written 
by Elliott and J. C. Nugent, who are fea- 
tured along with Muriel Kirkland, also 
Jack Raine and Edmond Breon; staged by 
the producer. 


~ PPeeeeee Elliott Nugent 
Neila Anderson...........- Muriel Kirkland 
Doris Borden.......+++.+.. Florence Shirley 
ME. DO BthOl.ccccccosccccsces Rene Roberti 
‘Flaming’ Varick........ Millicent Hanley 
John Blair. ...... ccccccescesds C, Mugeut 
Tommy Mullen...... eocceccs Edmond Breon 
WalteP ccc ccccccecss eoceccees Kenneth Dana 
Gordon MelIlivaine......-+-eee00e Jack Raine 
Pedro, a waiter...... Cecccetoe Tino Valenti 
Pablo, second waiter........Joey Montague 
Bell Boy....ceeee. eccccceesss Howard Lane 
DF. BaleR.cccceces ec eccecorice Harold Woolf 

eeeovsees Jed Cogut 


Jean Mann 





It appears that comedies must be 
more than mildly diverting to hit 
on Broadway, especially in these 
times when crying towels are the 
only articles at a premium. There- 
fore ‘Fast Service’ will likely not 
get beyond the end zone. 

Able sponsorship in Elgar Sel- 
wyn and able authors in Elliott and 
J. C. Nugent, figured to net a 
stronger result. All three dashed 
back from Hollywood, perhaps as 
a change of pace. The producer 
had a couple of plays he wanted to 
do here, but boards the choo-choo 
this week to resume picture direc- 
tion on the coast. He decided on 
that before his latest try went on. 

First called ‘Silver Fizz,’ the new 
play with the Nugents is built 
around a tennis champ. Elliott is 
‘Bing’ Allen, who has just won a 
tournament at Washington, and at 
the opening is kissing Neila Ander- 
son, a sweet, southern lass. He is 
about to sail for Wimbeldon, there 
to cop the championship. In the 
three months he is gone, Neila’s 





rich uncle snuffs out and she has 
to go to work in a gown shop in 
New York. Loving Bing, but feel- 
ing he is too inconstant, she weds 
the rather elderly and portly John 
Blair, 

The event takes place the mor- 
ning after Neila and Bing stay the 
night in his room in a Westchester 
country club. That seemed more 
than frisky, coming from the Nu- 
gents. There are words too, that 
were recently acquired in their 
writing vocabulary but they are 
not to be blamed for the stage vogue. 
Bing looks over a hotel proposi- 


tion in Baja, Mexico, and Neila 
honeymooning with her old man, 
arrives on the scene. The tennis 


champ thinks of buying the place, 
with the financial aid of a widow, 
quite older than he. But it turns 
out that his marital move is a 
counter to Neila’s. When he finds 
the marriage with Blair was never 
actually consummated, the young- 
sters are aimed for the altar. Blair 
concedes his error in wedding a kid, 
so it is all right. 

The love interest in ‘Fast Service’ 
is the main idea, and it is Muriel 
Kirkland who carries it principally. 
She seemed to click, whereas the 
Nugents were uncertain, Not that 
they are not real actors. The elder 
Nugent was best when he took 
aboard a flock of gin fizzes in the 
Mexican hotel. He always was a 
good stage stew. Jack Raine and 
Edmond Breon, also featured, are 
British players. 

Miss Kirkland first scored in 
‘Strictly Dishonorable,’ and counted 
fairly well in ‘The Greeks Had a 
Word For It’ last season. Earlier 
this season she was in ‘Love An 


Actress,’ which was hardly suited 
to her. If there was any doubt as 
to her talents, the present play 


clears that definitely. 

The reviews were of the sort that 
rated ‘Fast Service’ fairly good 
diversion, so they could hardly be 
box office notices. Ibee. 


A WIDOW IN GREEN 


Comedy in three acts and four scenes 
presented at the Cort Nov. 20 by James W. 


Elliott; written by Lea Freeman and di- 
rected by A. H. Van Buren; Claiborne 
Foster starred; Ernest Glendinning and 
Cecilia Loftus featured, 

DD 2ictcseveeesesséecoseées Claiborne Foster 
BOUT 0460606806006006s0d086 David Higgins 
NON 5 vt.avoeusabeetieued Cecilia Loftus 
Mrs. Van Studdiford....Katherine Emmett 
Baee, TAG. cccccees »-Perita West Gardner 
EOOUIEO cccccdeces Cocccccserces Peggy Allenby 
Lady Rumley....sse.+eee+++-Florence Edney 
Br. HedQiety «oo ccccccdocecs Johnnie Brewer 
The Whitford Boy.......Maury Tuckerman 
The Harkness Girth. .ccccccccces Lucille Lisle 
Tommy Shannon........ Ernest Giendinning 


The full possibilities of the idea 
contained in ‘A Widow in Green’ 
have not been extracted in this pro- 
duction. It is doubtful of a click, 
but should have some cut rate de- 
mand, 

It is produced by the legit wonder 
boy, James Elliott, and is a far cry 
from his season’s first, ‘Hot Money.’ 
But any way you look at ‘Widow 
in Green’ you can’t see more than 
mildness as a legit attraction. 

At times the play is a pain, espe- 
cially when, as too often hapens, it 
dawdles and repeats. At other times 
it has a good deal of charm and 
some laughs, coming mainly from 
and helped by that grand trouper 
Cissie Loftus. Some of the char- 
acters in ‘Widow’ are overdrawn; 
you wonder if there are still such 
people, even in remote rural Eng- 
land. The personnel impresses as 
painted too heavily. A Mrs. 
Twickeneedles is mentioned several 
times, but never makes an appear- 
ance. Probably the rustic British 
village as portrayed in Mr. Free- 
man’s writing is an exaggeration. 

Play is told in the flashback 
methods. Curtain shows a number 
of New York society dames and the 
English Lady Rumley (Florence 
Edney) calling at Sue’s (Claiborne 
Foster) Riverside Drive home. 
They've come to pay their respects 
at the supposed funeral of her hus- 
band, Tommny Shannon, whose 
cremated remains they believe to be 
contained in a veil covered urn she 
carries. Shannon, well played by 
Ernest Glendinning, is an explorer, 
reported drowned in the Nile. Just 
as the services are to begin, Shan- 
non walks in. He asks for an ex- 
planation. Sue gives him her diary, 
which he starts to read and which 
leads to the flashback. 

Cut back swings to _ several 
months before the would be urning, 
in a British tanktown, where every- 
body knows everybody else’s bank 
balance and birthday. Sue, father 
recently deceased, still under his 
puritanical influence. She meets 
Shannon and they fall in love. Lady 
Rumley walks in and Sue is led to 
think Shannon jilted her man hunt- 
ing daughter, Caroline. Shannon 
explains he didn’t jilt the girl who 
only imagined a proposal. On the 
eve of the day wherein Sue expects 
to announce her engagement, based 
on a mere inference that he has 
proposed marriage Shannon is 
called to Africa mummy hunting. 
That blows up the proposed engage- 
ment party. She tags after him to 
London, but doesn’t get him. 

Cut back to New York, has Shan- 
non finishing his reading of the 
diary. He explains the mistake 
about his death and shoos away the 
‘funeral’ guests. Then comes the 
real proposal and is he accepted? 

Title comes from Sue, in the 
near-funeral scene wearing a green 
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THE GOOD FAIRY 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 17. 
Gilbert Miller presents a new comedy 
by Ferenc Molnar in three acts and an 
epilog. Helen Hayes starred and Walter 
Connolly featured. At the Alvin for one 
week, $3 top. 





The Head Waiter..... ee+e-Paul McGrath 
Under Waiter ....ee-eeerees _. Salo Douday 
Konrad ...cccscccccccsvecs Evelyn Roberts 
LAR ccccc ccc ese e sess esssestevers Helen Hayes 
i WR os nay bh chenes tan Douglas Wood 
Dr. SPOTuM...seeveeeseees Walter Connolly 
Karoline agobecd ease eeeeees Ruth Hammond 
Law Clerk ..eeee: eovccnsorsece Jack Lynds 

In Helen Hayes and Ferenc Mol- 
nar’s ‘Good Fairy,’ it looks as 
though Gilbert Miller has picked 
another winner. Critical opinion 


here all favorable and with star’s 
name and a cleverly written little 
play, no reason at aill why it 
shouldn't do well. 

It’s Molnar at his best in three 
acts and Molnar not at his best in 
an epilog. Play ends on a swell 
note in the third act, but the Hun- 
garian has tacked on a little piece 
in which he presents the various 
characters as they are 10 years 
later. Producer Miller himself steps 
out and explains that Molnar didn't 
finish the comedy at all, so. he 
wrote to him and told him about it, 
whereupon he received the added 
script to be presented ‘just as soon 
as the players make their changes.’ 
Latter brilliant enough in its 
conception, but looks like author is 
trying to explain off a weak ending 
that isn‘t weak at all. Possible con- 
clusion is that the third act doesn’t 
conclude on the star’s rote, but 
that shouldn’t make much differ- 
ence because Miss Hayes is capital 
all the way through. 

At any rate, for three acts it’s 
Molnar blowing up a little nothing 
with sparkling champagne, as he 
always does, and Miss Hayes quaff- 
ing the champagne with relish and 
making the whole thing stimulating 
as Herr Molnar must have had in 
mind. She is a dainty, charming 
figure, devastating in the part of a 
romantic idiot who believes she is 
a good fairy who brings happiness 
wherever she goes. 

She is Lu, an unemployed ‘glow- 
worm,’ and a ‘glow-worm’ in Vi- 
enna is the picture theatre usher- 
ette who leads to your seat with a 
tiny flashlight. So long has she 
looked at films that she acts like a 
combination of Greta Garbo, Mary 
Pickford and Janet Gaynor. She 
has ‘a big heart, but no place to 
put it,” her part in life always 
‘comes in the next installment,’ she 
‘never makes a mistake because 
she never stops to think’ and her 
one ambition is to be ‘an idiot.’ 
How Lu isn’t able to go through 
with a rich but loveless marriage, 
but instead is wed to a head waiter, 
all turns a will-o’-the-wisp Vien- 
nese confection into a delightful, if 
mild cocktail. 

The first act is virtually a mon- 
olog for Miss Hayes, the second 
a magnificent bit of Molnar being 
at his wittiest and Walter Connolly 
striking home with resounding 
force, and the third a little slow at 
first, but only preparing itself for 
the semi-tragic little note upon 
which it ends. It brings the charac- 
ters right back where they started, 
which is just as it should be, and 
that’s why the epilog seems super- 
fluous. 

Connolly with his rare gift of dis- 
tilling pathos and comedy in al- 
most one and the same breath and 
Miss Hayes, with her elusive 
naviette, make the second act a gem, 
probably the most digestible piece 
of Vienna schnitzel since ‘The Play’s 
the Thing.’ Like that comedy, too, 
it would blow up in a split second 
if subjected to a strong light, but, 
like that other comedy as well, this 
one is perfectly acted, so that evens 
things. : 

Mr. Miller has assembled a com- 
petent supporting cast for his chief 
players, although the other roles 
are all for the most part fairly mi- 
nor. Paul McGrath, who spent 40 
weeks in stock here last season, 
does nicely as the headwaiter, who 
gets Lu in the last act only to lose 
her in the epilog; Evelyn Roberts 
a London importation, fits well into 
the role of the blustering business 
man; Douglas Wood carries off a 
brief entrance as a soused cabinet 
minister in good shape and Ruth 
Hammond is excellent as a plain, 
straight-laced secretary. Cohen. 


MODERN MORALS 


Los Angeles, Nov, 17. 

In the second act of this comedy 
one of the characters says: ‘There 
are no illegitimate children, only 
illegitimate parents.’ The play also 
falls in the non-legit category, va- 
cillating between comedy, satire, 
drama, tragedy and mild burlesque, 
having only a sweet ending as a 
saving grace. 

Ethel Mowbray Dolson wrote and 
produced ‘Modern Morals’ at the 
Figueroa Playhouse, where it ran 
for a week and was revived a week 
later for another seven-day stretch. 

Story is of a successful woman 
painter and her daughter, the lat- 





father, whom she has never seen. 


ter yearning for a glimpse of her 


* 





The girl persuades her boy friend 
to search for the missing parent, 
When the mother learns that he ig 
coming, she tells all, revealing that 
they were never married. Daughte 
takes it hard, attempting suicide 
and finally ordering the mother to 
marry her father and wipe out the 
stigma on her, 

Male parent shows up, ‘a 


prize« 
fighter who does not know his ring 
career is over,’ according to the pro- 
gram, and as hokey a character as 
ever was thrown into a drawing 
room. It takes the rest of the play 
with a couple of the mugg’s present 
wives, to convince daughter that 
things should be allowed to run ag 
they are, her desire to enter a con. 


vent then gives way to the ardent 
wooing of the boy friend. 

Dialog sounds like a serial of a 
novel. 

Doing their best with this type of 
lines, the cast is of a higher caliber 
than the script. Dick Alexander is 
the fighter; Winifred Greenwood 
the mother; Leila May Godwin, 
struggling to make her daughter 
part plausible; Glen Boles, formerly 
Le Roy Boles and known as a kid 
actor, doing well with his support 
role; J. Frank Glendon as the man 
the mother eventually marries, and 
Oliver J. Eckhardt and Bess Stafe 
ford as the boy's parents supplying 
the only legit comedy in the piay, 

About 200 in the audience secong 
night of the second run Otis & 
Thayer directed. 


BEV. HILLS PLAYERS 


(‘Hotel Universe’) 
Beverly Hills, Nov. 17, 

Maiden effort of the newly organ- 
ized Little Theatre of Beverly Hillg 
was worthy of all the fuss and fan- 
fare about culture that usually goes 
into getting a Little Theatre group 
into activity. The Philip Barry play 
was nicely staged, and except for 
an awkward second night beginning 
the players worked well in roleg 
which called f r several character- 
izations in the fantastic story. 

Beverly Hills has long ached for 
such a drama company (these are 
professionals), but previous trys 
never got anywhere. Oliver Hins- 
dell, who erganized the Dallas, 
Texas, Little Theatre, was centered 
in the buildup of this group. He is 
a Metro dialog coach, and it was 
only after a debate with studio 
execs that he was permitted to use 
his name in connection with the 
company. 

Town is very hopeful of the out- 
come, because of the many ex-legit 
and film players, as well as those 
active, who live in Beverly Hills. 

Cast of ‘Hotel Universe’ included 
Harrison Ford, William Worthing- 
ton, Karena Shields, Janine Lee, 
Reginald Simpson, Lucile Lewis, 
Rollo Dix, Dianne Esmond and 
Jacques Jou-Jerville. Most of them 
have done screen work. George 
Frenger directed. 

Play was staged in a_ grade 
school auditorium, the group still 
lacking a theatre of its own. Lasts 
two hours with no curtain, as per 
script. Length of time plus fact 
that most of the dialog is dreamy 
and philosophical puts a strain on, 
everybody concerned. There were 
few let downs, however, due to abil- 
ity of layers. 

Balcony of a Mediterranean man- 
sion has the quality of making those 
on it return to their former selves, 
or become someone else. From 
straight characterizations, players 
switch to fantastic other personali- 
ties. Through the strange quality. 
of the balcony, the hero, 2 member 
of a party of wealthy Americans, 
visiting a friend, forgets his once~- 
loved, now dead, and is reunited 
with his first sweetheart. Others in 
the group of elite also become 
themselves, and say what they. 
really thing about each other. 

Ran three programmed nights at 
$1 top. 


WITHIN TIMES SQ. 


Wilmington, Nov. 20. F 
Mystery melodrama by Dodson L. Mitchel 
and Clyde North. Presented by Barry = 
collum and Maurice Greet at the Play w 
Three acts, two scenes, one set. Stag 
Clyde N " : 
yde North wets pireh 


Stage Manager.....oveee%+-+> 

Salvy iewart, PTT TTT TT Thelma nee 
Jack Logan..... paaeeeestueee John S. But <4 
David Benson,.....+.+++»-Dodson b. Mien 
Rose Hobarth..escccsecssecs::: May Mc - 
Chick Rivers..... Soseseceeds Frank Shannlt 
J. Wilbur Craig.....se.s0+: Reginald nro 
Gladys Barle....ccccccssecses Ninon Buny' 


. Frederick G. Lew 
“Walter N. Greaza 
Rarry Macollom 


Hamilton Hart.....+e+> 
Austin Jewett. 


se = ag wg paces Shee tag Harvey Walters 

Cameraman. ..c.ccessececess James Anderson 

Bewildering complication — 

achieved by the most simple mea 

in this mystery meller, which nee 

its setting the empty mage = it 
oO . 


Stuyvesant Theatre, New on 
is one of those things wherein oa 
fects are made by cutting iat 
shooting off revolvers and - r- 
and entering through the audicne 
This one, however, is fairly ugh 
done and may have strength eno oa 
to draw to a moderate ensasem 
when it hits New York shortly. cast 
The action develops wien 4 ™ 


(Continued on page 45? 
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London Show World 





London, Nov. 19. 

Looks as though the British film 

trade has dramatically developed 
ideas about exploitation, 
“The Gaumont British chain has 
gone after the headlines in a big 
way and it’s only fair to say they 
bave captured them. 

Looks as though Jeffery Bernerd 
will get a big share of the plaudits 
when they come to be handed out, 
for West End film theatre show- 
manship has certainly advanced 
100% since he first created the ex- 
ploitation desk at Gaumont British. 

All the same, the grosses will 
have to be higher if they are to 
clear the increased overhead. In 
national paper advertising alone 
G. B. must have been spending 
about $15,000 more weekly during 
the last month, while its presenta- 
tions have been enlarged out of all 
recognition. 


Van Druten’s Play 
John Van Druten, now in Holly- 
wood, is already working on a new 
play, which Frank Gregory is to 
produce in London in the New Year. 


Stormy Drama 
Rose’s Girl,’ by Lillian 
Bradley, is one of the 
strongest dramas yet produced in 
London. At the Garrick Sunday 
(8) for one performance. 

Opening act, in America, is 
fast, cramming sufficient drama into 
first 15 minutes to fill most plays. 

The performance was handicapped 
through many reasons, including 
cast changes at the last minute, 
but the piece stood out as stark 
drama. Lead is so probing it re- 
quires a Bernhardt to enact it. 
Didn’t get anything like it. 

With a more cheerful ending, this 
play should prove a good proposi- 
tion for playgoers liking strong 
meat. Properly pruned it might 
make theatrical history. 


‘Miss 
Trimble 


Frances Marion’s Wealth 

Frances Marion, now in Paris, 
more recently the bride of George 
Hill, director for M-G-M, is credited 
by one local film critic who poses 
as knowing all there is to know 
about Hollywood as having piled up 
a fortune of more than $5,000,000. 
For years she has been the highest 
paid scenario writer in the world— 





and her first husband, Fred Thomp- 
son, left her a fortune, 





Coward’s Income 

Noel Coward has started on his 
world cruise and will probably re- 
turn in six months with another 
play ready, to find ‘Cavalcade’ still 
running. 

Coward is reputed to be netting 
about $3,000 a week in royalties on 
this Cochran production. His total 
income just at present, according to 
the gossipers, clears $5,000 a week. 





Buchanan’s Dates 

Jack Buchanan has to clear out 
of the London Hippodrome during 
the Christmas season. He dreads 
the engagement booked for him and 
his troupe at Liverpool. He had 
hoped to get a rest. 

When finishing with ‘Stand Up 
and Sing’ Buchanan may go back 
to Hollywood and appear in another 
picture, probably with Jeanette 
MacDonald as co-star as before. 
What Buchanan thinks of British 
film producers isn’t fit to print. 


Chaplin and London 

Chaplin’s return visit to London 
—following several months on the 
Riviera and in Algiers—has been 
marked by a dark, brooding silence 
on the part of London newspapers. 
It looks as if Fleet Street has 
turned him down—probably because 
when he first arrived the papers 
made chumps of themselves by giv- 
ing him and ‘City Light’ more free 
publicity than any half dozen stars 
or films ever got. 

One result of this newspaper ig- 
noring of his presence is an equal 
lack of interest by the _ public. 
Whereas at first crowds hung 
around the Hotel Carlton all day 
and well into the night—awaiting a 
glimpse of the comedian—Charlie 
comes and goes now without any- 
body’s taking the slightest notice of 
him. The other night he was seen 
eating corned beef and cabbage at 
Simpson’s in the Strand—a lonely 
figure in one of the closed-in ‘pews’ 
in the rear of the room! 

It was here he admitted, as cabled 
at the time, writing his life story. 
He says the world’s rights to the 
book have been disposed of—and 
he expects to clean up a million dol- 
lars with it. 











PARIS LEGITS 
CUTTING TOPS 


Paris, Nov. 23. 


Legit shows here are moving into 
a decline with business off in most 
spots, and shows cutting prices. 

‘Folies Bergere’ cut its $3 top to 
$2. 


Tobis Reports 


(Continued from page 11) 


Siemens combine. Western Elec- 
tric holds a considerable share of 
the A. E. G. 

3elief is current that Western 
Electric may feel it worthwhile to 
get together with Klangfilm through 
their tieups, and by tnvesting some 
more money buy out the Tobis end, 
which would give W. E. an impor- 
tant foothold in Europe. 


WB’s Investment 


First indication in New York that 
American film companies were be- 
ginning to wonder about Tobis 
came several days ago with the ar- 
Tival of Dr. Hirschland, Warner 
Brothers’ Berlin attorney. He will 
return to Berlin Friday (26) after 
laying the foundation for a talk be- 
tween Tobis and Warners in New 
York. Warners has an investment 
of a little over $2,000,000 in the 
German company. 

Dr. Noelle, one of the Tobis di- 
rectors, is expected in New York 
during December to iron out the 
details with Warners. With him 
will possibly be one or two other 
execs of the German company. 

At the same time that Dr. Noelle 
and his group will straighten things 
out, they will look over the Tobis 
American company, formed several 
months ago, with Milton Diamond 
as head. Inside is that the Amer- 
lean branch of the German com- 
Pany has been costing too much. 

Vanderbilt theatre, taken about 
three months ago by Tobis as a 
New York showcase, closed sud- 
denly Sunday (22). At the same 
time practically the entire office 
staff was let go, that including the 
Publicity and other departments, for 
the home office. 

Diamond, who heads the New 
York office at present, is reported 


3 NEW INDIFFERENT 
PLAYS IN LONDON 


London, Nov. 23. 
Three new plays here, with none 
terribly strong. 
‘Love To Order,’ at the Players’, 
is a satirical comedy, mildly amus- 


ing, but has insufficient provoca- 
tion. Probably not a commercial 
bet. 


‘The Red Light’ at the New is a 
long-winded play designed to show 
the conditions in England should 
the Bolsheviks take over the coun- 
try. Closing scenes show the de- 
terioration of the populace under 
those circumstances. Subject re- 
quires more subtle treatment. Un- 
likely success. 

‘Little Catherine,’ at the Phoenix, 
is a strong historical costume play. 
Did very big in Paris, but ruined 
here by a weak adaptation. De- 
spite the splendid acting and pro- 
duction, means little for London. 


The Mirror’ Another Hit 
In Vienna for Herszeg 


Vienna, Nov. 23. 

Geza Herszeg, author of ‘Wonder 
Bar,’ scored another brilliant suc- 
cess here with his new play ‘The 
Mirror.’ It’s a comedy and had its 
world premiere at the Kammer- 
spiele, before a highly enthusiastic 
audience. 

Leopoldine Konstantin is starred. 


Chinese Film Man Dies 


Batavia, Nov 2. 

Tjoe Hwie Yong, Chinese multi- 
millionaire, owner of two big the- 
atres in Soerabaia and the financial 
backer of Pathe Exchange, D. E. L., 
importer of First National and 
Warners picture, died suddenly at 
his home in Soerabaia as a result 
of internal trouble. 

It is expected that the heirs of the 
deceased will not sell their holdings 
in the company. 


as having asked for a release from 
his duties. He is an American at- 
torney who got into the Tobis com- 
pany through leading their legal 
battle against the American electric 
companies several years ago, that 








battle ending in the Paris Pact. 


‘Bow Bells’ Comedian 


London, Nov. 23. 

John Murray Anderson is still 
trying to locate a lead comedian 
for the new Hippodrome show he’s 
shaping up. Called ‘Bow Bells’ and 
in rehearsal, despite the minus 
comedian, 

Sydney Howard and Albert Bur- 
don, English, were wanted by An- 
derson, but found unavailable. Now 
looks like Nelson Keys, also Eng 
lish, 


MUSICIANS IN 
PARIS BREAK 
UP CAFES 


Paris, Nov. 23. 

Unemployment is driving French 
musicians to desperate measures. 
One of their more recent strong-arm 
stunts was to rush the opening of 
the Club Monseigneur, class night 
spot, employing an American negro 
band. 

Another bunch of _ § infuriated 
French unemployed musikers made 
a thorough job of several boulevard 
spots, first breaking into the Cafe 
3erri, where a Gypsy orchestra is 
employed, and later breaking things 
up at the Cafe Madeleine, which 
employs a foreign girls’ band. 


PROPOSES ZIEGFELD’S 
FOLLIES’ FOR LONDON 


London, Nov. 23. 

Clifford Whitely is negotiating 
with Flo Ziegfeld for the current 
‘Follies’ to come to London intact. 
He’d like the show to come here 
with Harry Richman, Hal Leroy, 
Mitzi Mayfair, the Britton band and 
Buck and Bubbles in the cast, as 
well as the girls. 

Whitely brought Jeannette Mac- 
Donald over here for a vaude show- 
ing. Tom Hearn is representing 
him in New York. 

Beyond showing the revue in 
London, Whitely’s idea is to move 
it to Paris and Berlin. 











Hoyt’s Cancels 





(Continued from page 11) 


The local Fox newsreel has been or- 
dered out of U.T. houses, 


Sydney Stock Exchange reported 
following registrations:—~ 

Greater Union Theatres’ Ltd. 
(Shares at £1.) Capital £500,000. 
Subscribers: Stuart F. Doyle, Edwin 
Geach, W. G. Layton, J. J. Rouse, 
F. J. Smith, A. Charlesworth, H. Y. 
Russell, W. Sayle. Greater Union 
(Management) Ltd. (Shares at £1.) 
Capital £20,000. Subscribers: Same. 
Greater Union (Extension) Ltd. 
(Shares at £1). Capital £500,000. 
Subscribers: Same. 

A general brightening in trade 
has appeared along Theatrical Row 
during the past few weeks. It is 
figured that the depression has now 
reached rock bottom with the pub- 
lic seeking amusement. Weather 
conditions too have been favorable. 

For the past 12 weeks Gilbert and 
Sullivan revivals under the W. T. 
direction have pulled capacity. Re- 
vivals will run until Christmas. 

‘As Husbuands Go’ comes in for a 
try also under W. T. direction. 


Jack Musgrove is doing okay with 
revue featuring Rene Riano and 
Clem Dawe. ‘Blue’ material rules, 
but appeals to class drawn down- 
town. Jim Gerald is also success- 
fully playing revue uptown, 

Burlesue Flops 

Burlesque quickly flopped under 
the Frank Neil management. Pub- 
lic will not buy this type entertain- 
ment. 

Marlene Dietrich in ‘Dishonored’ 
is not the anticipated smash. Pic- 
ture will rvn about four weeks with 
‘The Smiling Lieutenant’ replacing. 


‘Seed’ ran three weeks to nice 
business. ‘Born to Love’ comes in 
next U. T. 


Engltsh pictures are not very 
popular, and it is not expected ‘Tilly 
of Bloomsbury’ will run more than 
two weeks for U. T. 

‘Trader Horn’ business has slipped 
after eight weeks, nevertheless 
Fullers will transfer picture to an- 
| other theatre. 

‘A Free Soul’ is not a sensation 
lfor Hoyts, just making nice busi- 
| ness and should finish with four 
| weeks. 
| Hoyts Regent, the most popular 
weekly change house in the city, is 

















London Meeting to Permit Easier 
Importation of Foreign Talent 


'BUDAPEST’S NEW PLAYS 


London, Noy, 23. 


Imported stage talent is again the 


WITH - R (0) ONCE MORE | object of a controversy here. Meet- 
| , : ling has been calles 


By E. P. JACOBI 


have made the season’s start such a 
ruinous one for Budapest 
but several good 


and attra 


lic back to the theatregoing habit. 





|of Toroczko,’ 
| comedy by a new author, Otto Indig, 


Chief among these is ‘The Bride 
simple but bright 


Transylvanian. It’s a sort of local- 
ized ‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ inasmuch 
as the story, laid in a village inhab- 
ited by rigid Unitarians centres 


around a peasant girl, whom the 
magistrate discovers was born of 
Jewish parents. She becomes the 
laughing stock of the village, her 
fiance leaves her in the lurch and 
the only Jew in the village, an old 


innkeeper, takes her into his house, 
etc. Then the magistrate finds out 
it was a mistake—the orphanage 
mixed up her documents with an- 
other girl's. 

There is not much chance of a 
foreign career for this comedy, the 
humor of which lies not so much in 
the plot as in the typical characters, 
familiar to everyone here, and the 
locally funny dialog. Splendidly 
acted at the Belvarosi and has a 
strong appeal. 

Sandor Hunyady, also a Transyl- 
vanian, who had such exceptional 
success with ‘Black-Stemmed Cher- 
ries’ last year, is responsible for 
‘Storm on the Plains,’ ‘Pusztai szel,’ 
at the Vigszinhaz. Although not 
such an unchallenged hit as was his 
play of last season, everybody goes 
to see ‘Storm on the Plains’ if only 
to discuss it. Unanimously good 
press notices. The subject is 
strictly Hungarian again, but has a 
chance everywhere because the set- 
ting is highly romantic and the plot 
universally human, It is a story set 
in the world of the brigands and 
highwayman of a century ago, sort 
of a Hungarian wild-west romance. 
Freda Gombaszogi in the woman’s 
part gave an exceptionally fine per- 
formance, and gets all available 
publicity. 

‘White Horse’ No Riot 

‘White Horse Inn,’ the musical, is 
now at the Kiraly. The cast in- 
cludes Erzsi Pechy, Emmy Kosari, 
Kertesz and Nador as the two 
amorous couples—all excellent art- 
ists, but belonging to the pre-war 
generation. Jarno, from Vienna, 
plays Emperor Franz Josef, so well 
made up as to call forth a demon- 
stration nightly. ‘White Horse Inn’ 
is far from being the hit it was 
expected to be. 

‘Kerek Ferko’ by Zsigmond Moricz 
at the National is not up to that ex- 
cellent writer’s usual mark. Another 
typically Hungarian story of a pro- 
vincial town, dealing with the con- 
flict between a scion of a proud 
family of landed gentry and a small 
bourgeoise, ending with the girl’s 
triumph. Strictly local types and 
no plot to speak of, which make the 
fact that the play was adapted from 
a novel, too obvious, make it un- 
likely that ‘Kerek Ferko’ should 
make its way beyond the frontier of 
this country. 

After the ‘All tickets sold’ sign 
disappeared from theatre entrances 
for many months, it is again in 
evidence on several lobby doors. 





‘Ex-Bad Boy,’ together with stage 


presentation, organ and orchestra 
of 20 at 75 cents. Maintaining a 
high standard week after week, 


house is the most consistent money 
maker in this city. 


Melbourne 
‘Florodora’ ig the only legit play- 
ing here and is making money for 
Ww. 3 
Stock revue with Connors and 





Paul, Roy Rene and Kimbley and 
Page a success. Ernest Rolls comes 
back this week with his revue, 


| ‘Bright Side Up.’ Cast will include 
Jennie Benson, Gus and Fred Bluett 
and local performers. Wirth’s Cir- 
cus is in town and doing well. 
Circus novelty these days. 

Fullers doing well with ‘Trader 
Horn.’ Paramount's Capitol will 
switch to weekly change with ‘Mag- 
nificent Lie’ and ‘Tabu.’ ‘Daddy 
| Long Legs’ in third week for Hoyts 
|and keeping up well. ‘“Trilby’ comes 
| in for a run try. One house run- 
Nights’ and 
on one bill 


‘Viennese 
Millions’ 


| ning 
er's 


for 25 


presenting ‘Annabelle’s Affairs’ and] cents. 


Budapest, Nov. 18. 
Nothing has happened to change | 
the general slump conditions that 


theatres, |! 


plays are gradually luring the pub- | 


‘Moth- j 


1 for 


esentatives 


Thursday 
' 


°6). at which Rept and 


i , 
|! Agents Association, 


Managers Asso- 
| 


iation, Variety Artists Federation, 


Stagehands’ Association, Musicians’ 


| Union, Water Rats, and all affiliated 


societies concerned in show busi- 


tive | 


|}ness will appoint some delegates to 
jconfer with Sir Henry Betterton, 
' 

jhead of the Ministry of Labor, 
Harry Foster is responsible for get- 
ting up the meeting. 

All concerned in show business 
seem to favor a reasonable importa- 
| tion of talent, figuring that these 
limportations have proven themselves 


ia help to show business and its 
| kindred industries Sir Henry, un- 
acquainted with the situation, has 
late ly made the situation more diffi- 
;cult by the usual governmental] red 
| tape. 

Feeling is current that the depu- 


| tation will gain all its desired points 
and secure a better break for for- 
eigners coming here for stage pur- 


poses. 


3 Hits Only Held Up 
Among Legits Last Wk. 
In London’s West End 





London, Nov. 23. 

West End’s legit business fell 
off badly last week for no ac- 
countable reason. Even standard 
successes like ‘White Horse Inn’ 
and ‘Waltzes from Vienna’ dived, 
with matinees especially off. 

Only shows that seemed 
immune from the drop 
straight legits like ‘Cavalcade,’ 
‘Good Companions,’ and ‘Always 
Juliet. They were the only excep- 
tions. 


PIRANDELLO’S SMASH IN 
PARIS—ITALIAN LEAD 


Paris, Nov. 23. 

New Pirandello play, ‘Man, Beast 
and Virtue,’ is at the Saint George. 
It is a smash and looks to establish 
all sorts of records, 

Marta Abba, Italian actress, is the 
lead, despite the piece here is a 
French adaptation. 


Satz OK—Play NG 


London, Nov. 23. 
Ludwig Satz, American Jewish 
actor, opened a four-week stay at 
the Pavilion, Whitechapel, in ‘The 
Lunatic.’ 
Satz was nicely received, despite 
the play is unworthy of his acting. 


to be 
were the 





Hugo Fantl Dies 


Prague, Nov. 12. 

Hugo Fantl, director of the Pas- 
sage, Ambassador and Kapitol thea- 
tres in Prague, and the Union 
theatre, Brno Moravia, died at the 
age of 67. 

Fantl was the first manager in 
Czechoslovakia who had the cour- 
age to present German sound-films 
in his theatres, 


Opera in Holland 
The Hague, Nov. 23. 

Italian Opera Company here with 
a premiere for Holland of ‘Falstaff.’ 
Stabile of the Scala Opera, Milan, 
is the guest artist. 

Opera is called a ‘premiere,’ al- 
though sung here once before by an 
obscure Dutch company. 





Weather 


London, Nov. 23. 
Terrific week-end fog here make 
ing trouble. 
Grosses dropped for 
result. 


all theatres 


as a 


Paris, Nov. 23. 
Seasonable weather here. 
| Plenty of customers being helped 
into theatres by the rain. 
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~ Concerts 





eh hae By Sallie 





Plastic Dancer 


Another interpretive dancer of 
this Plastic Movement Age, Sophie 
Delza, gave a recital at the Guild 
Theatre. She has grace, quite some: 
imagination and intelligénce, in con- 
véeying to her audience the idea be- 
hind this new style of dance, which 
the School of Mary Wigwam orig- 
inated. 


Miss Delza presented a few new 
novelties of which her ‘Fugitive,’ 
with no accompaniment, was well 
received. ‘Allegro Penseroso,”’ a 
dance to a composition of sound 
effects for the Theremin, was an- 
other. 

Miss Delza is her own designer 
‘of costumes, of the. flimsy, slinky 
materials. 

‘Friendly small house. 


Miss Skinner's Bits 

Cornelia Skinner gave a program 
of character sketches to a fashion- 
able audience which filled the Avon 
theatre. Her Henry VIII's wives 
was humorous. 

Miss Skinner’s charm and well 
modulated speaking voice, are two 
good assets. She is tall of the brunet 
type and wore a very good-looking 
white satin decollete gown. 

‘Miss Skinner has just returned 
from abroad where she entertained 
in the same fashion. 





Male ‘Boccaccio’ 


At the opening’: night of Von 
Suppe’s operetta, ‘Boccaccio,’ in 
English, at the New Yorker the- 
atre, were two innovations. Never 
before a male Boccaccio, nor a 
woman director and conductor. 

Allen Jones, tenor, sang Boccac- 
cio and qualified. His voice, though 
snot large, has quality and the right 
appeal for this youthful role, with 
added good looks and_ splendid} 
physique. Carlotta King, soprano, 
is) a demure Fiametta—pretty, a 
small voice with good high tones, 
which is also in keeping with the 
girlish part. In the fimal act she 
is refreshing in a simple, silver 
lame embroidered, with Juffed 
chiffon sleeves and a Juliet jeweled 
cap. 

The duet in the last act, sung by 
Miss King and Mr.. Jones ,had to 
be repeated. Cast is large and each 
principal did commendable work. 
Blending of the voices of the male 
chorus is excellent. The women of 
the chorus and the entire cast spells 
youth, 

Miss Leginska is known as a 
pianist and composer and deserves 
considerable praise for the manner 
in which she has whipped this per- 
formance into shape. Her wild bob 
expresses much of her tempera- 
ment. 

Fashionable capacity house. 


From 8 to Now 


Fabien Sevitzky, the founder and 
conductor of the Philadelphia 
Chamber String Simfonietta, has 
been invited to act as guest con- 
ductor of four of the leading orches- 
tras during January in Europe. 

At the age of 8, Mr. Sevitzky was 
a pupil of Solloti. 








An English Soprano 
English soprano, Marguerita Val- 
di, gave a pleasing program of 
songs in Italian, French, German 
and English at Town Hall. Miss 
Valdi has an _ unusually large, 
strong voice, but in some of her 


(Continued on page 52) 


AHEAD AND BACK 


William Fields p. a. for ‘Louder, 
Please. Replaces Bob Sisk. Lat- 
ter has Ed Wynn's ‘Laugh Parade.’ 

George Haight ahead of ‘Grand 
Hotel.’ Joe Glick, back. 





A WIDOW IN GREEN 


(Continued from page 46) 


dress. She explains it as indicating 
she’s keeping her husband, so0- 
called, ever green in her memory. 
Miss Foster plays Sue well, save 
in early scenes where she flitted 
areund the stage overly much. Miss 
Foster may be starred in the play, 
but Miss Loftus as her servant has 
the lines. Florence Edney as the 
British lady with the phony an- 
cestral manor and family is amus- 
ing in a character part. Johnnie 
Brewer is the village vicar, doing 
well in a part that seems painted 
too heavy with a brush. David Hig- 
gins oke as the aged manservant, 
with the rest of the roles just about 
walk ons. 

Jimmy Elliott will probably have 
to go to work again to snare his 
first hit. 


STEEL 


Drama in three acts presented Nov. 18 at 
the Times Square by Richard Geist, Inc.; 
written by John Wexley and directed by 
the author. 





Daniel Raldny......cccccsecses Egon Brecher 
William Summers......-...+---Seth Arnold 
Betty Dug@@n...ccccocscccscers Lili Zehner 
Melania Dugan....cecscece:s Eleanor Phelps 
Steve Dugan....cccccccess Barton MacLane 
SOQ RalGRyY..cccecccccevceses Paul Guilfoyle 
Jim Nelson... .ccseceeesees Byron MacGrath 
Charley Yart..ccccccccccecscces Frank Ray 
Paul Salitski.......ccccees Trueman Quevli 
Nick Dablonski.......+++« Hubert Courtney 
Tony J@rrouse.....eceeceeeees George Colan 
EA rer rrr rrr rrr: oT Daniel Royal 
Bill AndersOn......cececsseaess Edgar Stehli 
Dr. PIelAS.. sscccsceccatedes Clarence Chase 
Detective Johnson. ..-+...++,.- Lewis Eckels 
Datective Donovan...... Royal Dana Tracy 
BOOtE i ccuceccecccecesetan-ee% Everett Jonas 
TYOOPOE . cccccccccecgccecse ‘David S. Lifson 

‘Steel’ hasn’t a chance, unless 


Robert Geist, the producer masked 
by a psendouyn, does an Edgar Da- 
vis, copying the oil millionaire, who 
plugged the ‘Ladder’ for a year’s 
run to empty seats. ‘Steel’ is a 
harrowing evening in anyone's the- 
atre. 

It is, unintentional ‘or otherwise, 
sheer propaganda, written, though 
it’s hard to believe, by the same 
man who authored ‘The Last Mile.’ 
It's propaganda about mistreatment 
of steel workers by their employers, 
and its main audience will come 
from the extreme left wing. At 
the opening, when a detective is 
shot for arresting a strikebreaker, 
some one in the audience shouted, 
‘Do it to ’em all.’ 

The cast includes some able 
‘troupers, even if for the most part 
they did naught but shout. The 
casting of Paul Guilfoyle and Elea- 
nor Phelps as the leads was not al- 
together happy. 

Daniel Raldny (Egon Brecher) is 
and always has been working in the 
mills. His two children, Melania 
(Miss Phelps) and Joe Raldny 
(Guilfoyle), yearn to get away from 
that environment. Mela is married 
to Steven Dugan, strapping mill- 
hand, and cast to type with Barton 
MacLane. Pop Raldny has worked 
to send Joe to college; he allows his 
insurance to lapse to make the first 
payment on Joe’s education. Just 
before Joe is to leave Irontown, 
where the mill is, he declares he 
hates the whole steel business for 
what it does to human beings. Pop 
Raldny is aroused by his son’s be- 
liefs, and in the consequent melee, 
suffers a stroke and dies. Mean- 
while, his insurance wasn’t renewed 
and Joe, unable to get to school, 
stays in the mills. 

Steve’s sister, Betty, lives with 
the Raldnys. She and Joe are in 
love. Betty, Joe and Mela are all in 
accord about getting away from 
Irontown; Steve says he wants to, 
too, but an inconsequential promo- 
tion to the rank of ‘straw boss’ 
changes his mind. Betty has a baby, 
although she’s not married to Joe, 
and both mother and child die. 

Joe attempts to organize a union, 
some of his co-workers joining. 
Troopers and detectives break up a 
strike meeting, injuring Joe. He re- 
turns home, where a detective is 
shot by his sister when the cop tries 
to take Joe away. Then both broth- 
er and sister are led away. Royal 
Dana Tracy played one’ of the de- 
tectives. 

‘Steel’ is drab and depressing. Its 
characters are the same. There is 
but one set, and a dreary one. Sole 
relief is in Seth Arnold, oke as a 
lanky, rustic sort of philosopher. 








Barton MacLane is the big husband 





FOR SALE 


\ First class electrical equipment, 
drapes, costumes, frames, crates, 
furniture, etc. 


SCHWAB & MANDEL 


284 W. 44th St. Longacre 5-1508 








of Mela, who, as it’s said in the 
play, turns to steel, even going back 
on his wife. 

All during the play there’s an in- 
termittent factory whistle. That 
sound was a pain, finally bringing 
unintentional laughs. Several other 
inept details likewise touched off 
giggles that certainly were not in- 
tended or even looked for. 














Shows in Rehearsal ' 


‘Gallery God’ (R. Hammer- 
stein), Ambassador. 

‘Bloody Laughter’ 
(Schwartz), 49th. 

‘Soul of Henry Dewlip’ (Mac- 
Gowan & Reed), Bijou. 

‘Of Thee I Sing’ (Sam Har- 
ris), Music Box. 





‘Smiling Faces’ (Shuberts), 
Shubert. 

‘Whistler’ (Stebbins), Lib- 
erty. 


‘Tadpole’ (W. Smith & Gol- 
den), Golden. 











Adjust Equity Tangle 
Over Alien Players 


Some misconception of Equity’s 
alien actor rules were straightened 
out last week with one English 
player ordered out of one show, but 
two others permitted to play in an- 
other piece. 

Lottie Loder went out of the cast 
of ‘Smiling Faces,’ new Fred Stone 
show, not having 100 weeks’ playing 
over here to her credit. A dispute 
also arose over the rating of Mar- 
garet Rawlings, cast for ‘The Soul 
of Henry Dewlip.’” Miss Rawlings 
had been incorrectly informed as to 
featured alien players. 

Equity reserves the right to rate 
which alien actors are and which 
are not feature players. Because of 
the error, Equity ruled that Miss 
Rawlings could accept another en- 
gagement here without the required 
six months’ lapse. Miss Rawlings 
had contended she had the same 
right as Nigel Bruce, also in ‘Dew- 
lip.’ 

When Miss Rawlings advised 
MacGowan & Reed, producers of 
‘Dewlip,’ that she had been okayed 
by Equity, she was told the man- 
agers had engaged another player. 
Report that the percentage pay- 
able to Equity by alien players had 
been raised was erroneous. Aliens, 
mostly British players, must turn 
over 5% of their salaries to Equity, 
that being the rule established last 
season. 


K.C. Minstrels After L.A. 
House for Legit Try 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Knights of Columbus Minstrel 
Show, which played the Ebell the- 
atre last week, is negotiating for the 
Majestic theatre, downtown. Many 
professionals in the cast. 

K.C.’s figure on cashing in on the 
searcity of legit attractions and 
think they can go it two weeks. 








HEILIG STOCK QUITS 
Portland, Ore., Nov. 23. 

Heilig legit stock has folded. Bill 
McCurdy closed the house after 
several bad weeks. 

Stock started a brisk season with 
guest stars, a policy which clicked 
last year, but failed to hold in- 
terest. 





RAPPER WITH MILLER 


Irving Rapper goes to Gilbert 
Miller as general stage director. 
Rapper directed ‘Five Star Final’ in 
London. 

First Miller show for the new di- 
rector will be ‘Animal Kingdom.’ 


BOSTWICK’S WEIMAN COMEDY 
Rita Weiman has placed her ‘Sec- 
ond Honeymoon’ with Elwood Bost- 
wick. Casting starts immediately. 
Piece is a comedy with expecta- 
tions of showing Christmas week or 
thereabouts. 








Evansville’s Stock 
Evansville, Ind., Nov. 23. 
Grand theatre will open in Decem- 
ber with a Thomas Casey Cram- 
blette stock. House has been dark 
since RKO gave up lease in May. 
Walker Whiteside will play the 
Grand Dec. 11 and other legits may 
come in now that the house is re- 
opened. 





Clark Players In Sacramento 
Sacramento, Cal., Nov. 23. 
Herbert Clark Players open here 
today (Monday) at'the Plaza for 
the season, 














Representatives: 


TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


NOW PLAYING LOEW’S NEW YORK THEATRES 
CARGILL & DOBSON 
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LITTLE THEATRE SOLD 


Goes to N. Y. ‘Times’ for Addition 
ange To. Nant 

The Little theatre on West 44th 
street, New York, built by Win- 
throp Ames as a legit production 
headquarters, will pass off the 
Broadway map next summer. The 
property has been purchased by 
Ochs of the New York ‘Times.’ The 
site is expected to be used as an L 
shaped and more sightly entrance 
to the enlarged ‘Times’ plant which 
ranges along 43rd street westward 
of the Paramount. A special build- 
ing approximating the height of the 
present publishing plant is antici- 
pated. 

Ames has been out of production 
for five or six years, He has been 
ailing at his Boston home, an af- 
fliction to his legs keeping him con- 
fined. Although he retains his in- 
terest in the Booth, it is doubtful 
that he will again be active in show 
business, He has not been in New 
York for a year. 

The Little was leased to John 
Golden, F. Ray and L. Lawrence 
Weber, who operated it until a year 
ago. 





Future Plays 





‘Society Girl,’ by Charles Beahan : 


and John Larkin, into rehearsal 
Nov. 30 for, William Brandt. Clare 


Luce as lead opposite Russell Har- ' 


die, who leaves ‘Constant Sinner.’ 
Gordon... Richards, Brian. Donlevy, 
Tom Rutherford also cast. Stan- 
ley Logan. directing. 

‘Tis.a Pity,’ revival which Classic 
Theatre group were to do, off un- 
til spring. Lyle Andrews, once in- 
terested, withdrawn. John Leffler 
now the’ head. 

‘Smiling Faces,’ Shubert musical 
with Fred and’ Paula Stone, changes 
debut from Hartford to Springfield, 
Conn., Dec. 3. 





Within Times Square 
(Continued from page 46) 


assembles for the first rehearsal of 
this very play. The idea is that the 
owner of the theatre is using the 
house as headquarters for a dope 
ring, and is producing the play as a 
blind, thinking the spotlight would 
be just the thing. to hide his plans, 

A stagehand who ts. mixed up with 
a dope ring takes the cue and turns 
the play into reality. During the ac- 
tion that is being rehearsed a murder 
is supposed to be committed. Half- 
way in the second act of the play 
that the audience is actually seeing, 
instead of the murder written into 
the script, an actual murder does 
take place. Throughout, the actual 
audience is unaware of whether the 
owner of the Stuyvesant theatre is 
really the head of a dope ring or 
only so in the play. 

All this is merely a starter and 
serves only to give some idea of the 
dramatic convolutions which grow 
out of the ‘play within a play’ idea. 
The title, ‘Within Times Square,’ 
gives the clue. It is plenty of wheels 
within plenty of other wheeic. 


Excitement proper to a piece of 
this kind is maintained fairly well 
throughout. The last act moves so 
fast it keeps the audience jumping 
to follow it, 


Acting honors go to Barry Macol- 
lum, one of the authors, who plays 
the part of a dope fiend, and Frank 
Shannon, the hairdboiled stagehand, 
who develops into a heavy. Both 
played convincingly and with re- 
serve. Curtin, 


NINA 


(IN BERLIN) 


; Berlin, Nov. 12. 
Comedy in three acts by Bruno Frank. 
Presented by Victor Barnowsky. Staged 
by Hans Brahm, Architect Ernst Schuette. 
Casts include: , Fritzi_ Massary, _ Anton 
Edthofer, Otto Wallburg, Anni Mewes 
Ludwig  Stoessel, Dinorah Press, , 
Pagay and Charlotte Ziegler. At Deutsches 
IKxuenstlertheatre, Berlin, 





After her most successful career 
as an operetta singer Fritzi Mas- 
sari, for the second time, appears 
on the stage in a play. Every part 
in this technically clean, artistic, 
but very thin story of her son-in- 
law, Bruno Fraak, is only of impor- 
tance with regard to the Massari. 

Content is not very original. A 
film actress, Nina Gallas, happily 
married to a big business man, sees 
that her married life ig endangered 
by her profession. She leaves it to 
her ‘double, who continues her ca- 
reer under her name and she retires 
to private life. 

Massari appeals, is dressed in fine 
gowns, but cold. Only in the last 
act, when she talks things over with 
her husband, there comes some 
warmth, woman-like superiority in 
the love to her husband. Anton 
Edthofer is the husband, as an 
elderly, cultivated man. Anni Mewes 
is the private secretary of the film 
star with much humor. Magnus. 


Sophie |. 


| CENTURY’S LEGIT SCRIPT 


FOR COMMERCIAL Discs 


in the stock field because of radio 
are looking to radio now to make up 
for those losses. First indication is 
a deal pending between Century 
Play Co., Byers Recording studio 
_Scott-Howe-Bowen time broker and 
two writers, whereby legit plays 
controlled by the script agency will 
be released for commercial broad. 
casting. 

Condensed ether verisions of legit 
plays, cut down to three 15-minute 
acts, are proposed. Adaptation will 
be made by Martin Mooney and di- 
rected by Leonard Cox, with legit 
actors used. Each act, taking 15 
minutes, will be broadcast in either 
one or three periods. 


Evanston’s Stock With 
Standard Salary of $25 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Evanston, ritzy northside suburb, 
will have a stock company at the 
Tudor theatre with all actors to 
draw $25 each. An Equity bona 
taken out by David Hawkins, the 
promoter, totals only $475, which 
represents money for six regular 
members of the cast and 11 jobbers’ 
guarantees, 

Hawkins has been around town 
six ‘months promoting his scheme. 
He first tried to place the idea with 
the Warrington theatre in Oak 
Park, another suburb. 


Patsy Kelly Leaves 
Jolson Show in Wash. 


Patsy Kelly suddenty left the cast 
of ‘The Wonder Bar’ at Washington 
Friday (20). Understood she fainted 
in her dressing room and Monday 
called at Equity exhibiting a doc- 
tor’s certificate. 

That there had been some differ- 
ences between Miss Kelly and others 
in the Jolson show is reported. The 
show proceeded to Pittsburgh, with 
the Shuberts awaiting a report from 
Al Jolson on the matter of her with- 
drawal. 


McLAUGHLIN PITT DEAL OFF 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 23. 

Arrangement whereby Robert Mce 
Laughlin, Cleveland stock producer, 
was to have taken over the Pitt 
from the Shuberts, for a rep come 
pany, has fallen through. Dark for 
the last six months, now looks like 
the theatre will remain that way for 
some time. 

Latest report is’ that 
Sharp, stock showman 
three years, will return. 
have patched up his 
with Lee and J. J. 


Marsh’s Phoenix Stock 


Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 


Lawrence Marsh, director of the 
Savoy stock company at San Diego 
for two seasons, figures on putting 
in stock at the Apache theatre, 
Phoenix, Ariz. 


Engagements 


Ruth Hale, Diantha Pattison, Reg- 
inald Carrington, J. Malcolm Dunn, 
Geo. Lee Hall and Charles Laite, 
‘Mr. Whistler.’ 

Betty Lindley and Terrence Neill, 
‘Hay Fever.’ 

Frieda Innescourt, ‘After AIL’ 

Wini Shaw, ‘Follies.’ 

Robt. Strange, ‘Gallery Gods.’ 
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When an ACCIDENT keeps you 
from work... 


Some of your friends will send 
you flowers. 


Some will write you letters. 
Some will call in person. 
Some will call you by phone. 


BUT—have you a friend who 
will send you a check? 


For further information see 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


Insurance of Every 
Description 


551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C- 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838—7839 
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Legit playbrokers, losing Steadily 
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Sobel’s ’Burleycue’ 


Bernard Sobel’s volume, ‘Burley- 
cue,’ which was launched at an in- 
troductory luncheon, will prove 
diverting reading to the younger 
generation. And it will bring rem- 
iniscent smiles from the old timers 
who remember burlesque when it 
was burlesque and not a succession 
of strips and blackouts, 

It does not aim to be an ex- 
haustive treatise on the subject, nor 
yet an historical record, but is 
rather a compilation of sketches 
and random recollections, gleaned 
here and there from the old timers 
of burlesque, many of whom today 
stand in the foremost ranks of mu- 
sical comedy. It is not always ac- 
curate, nor complete, dependent as 
it largely is on the imperfect mem- 
ories of those unaccustomed to the 
exactness of recording, but it gath- 
ers between covers a wealth of in- 
formation which should be of in- 
terest to layman and professional 
alike. 

Lavishly illustrated with photo- 
graphs, chiefly from the coliection 
of Albert Davis, which are not al- 
ways brilliant, due to the cheapness 
of the original photographic work, 
which has not well withstood the 
ravages of time, but these repro- 
ductions have real value in that 
they list portraits of so many of 
the old and almost forgotten fav- 
orites. 

Most of the old timers have con- 
tributed their reminiscences, The 
record runs all the way back to 
Lydia Thompson and her British 
Blondes, which were to burlesque 
what the ‘Black Crook’ was to the 
stage spectacle. It also gives due 
credit to M. B. Leavitt, whose Rentz 
Santley Troupe and Mme. Rentz’s 
Female Minstrels were current over 
60 years ago. 

Mr. Sobel’s book is a reasonably 
authentic and always entertaining 
volume, with a perfect mine of old 
time gags and old material. 





Living on Unpaid Royalty 

A certain book publishing house, 
behind in its payments of authors’ 
royalties, in some instances as much 
as a year and a half, is nevertheless 
issuing more books now than ever 
before. Reason is that the concern 
is able to keep going on the accrued 
royalties, and the more books it 
issues the better it is able to keep 
alive. 

The scribblers with money due 
are unwilling to force the issue, in 
spite of the dire positions of some 
of them, lest their reps suffer. One 
scribbler with two books on that 
particular concern’s list, who hasn't 
received a penny in royalties for 18 
months, advised by his lawyer to 
take the matter to court. Holding 
off, lest it affect his relations with 
other publishers. 

Those scribblers remaining un- 
paid careful not to submit further 
material to this publishing house, 
and it may be forced to pay its 
authors when submission of ma- 
terial eventually ceases. 





Juggling Prize Rules 

Surprise occasioned by the revi- 
sion by the Pulitzer Prize Awards 
committee of the conditions atten- 
dant upon the award for the best 
novel, not because of the alteration 
of the book rule but that the re- 
vision did not extend to the condi- 
tions upon which the prize for the 
best play is based. 

It’s a fact that the Pulitzer prize 
committee has more flagrantly dis- 
regarded the rules in the case of the 
play awards than those for the best 
books, 

Whereas, formerly the $1,000 prize 
money was to go only to ‘the Amer- 
ican novel which shall best present 
the whole atmosphere of American 
life,” the rule has been revised to 
read: ‘for the best novel published 
during the year by an American 
author.’ 

The play conditions are even more 
stringent, calling for the _ prize 
money to go to the play which shall 
best elevate manners and morals. 
Yet the Pulitzer prize play has gone 
to ‘Strange Interlude,’ a sexy play. 
and ‘The Green Pastures,’ held by 
many to be sacrilegious. 

While there have been little or no 
quarrels with the Pulitzer play 
awards with the exception of the 
one last year to ‘Alison’s House’ and 
that was on other grounds alto- 
gether, it has been held that altera- 
tion of the rules to conform with the 
present method of the prize award 
Would raise the awards in general 
estimation, 





Breaking Bread 


Criticism of Jerry Hoffman, 
drama reviewer on Hearst's Los 
Angeles ‘Examiner,’ by Louis 


Weitzenkorn has 
flare-up in newspaper ranks over 
the picture, ‘Five Star Final.’ 
Weitzenkorn, author of ‘Final’ and 


caused another | 


now a writer at Paramount, was in- 
terviewed by Margaret Reid of the 
‘Times’ on the picture while it was 
running at Warner’s Western. He 
was quoted as saying that Hoff- 
man, his friend, had broken bread 
with him the night before the open- 
ing and then panned the film. 

Weitezenkorn also said he would 
resign from a paper before writing 
a review that he didn’t believe him- 
self. This was alluding to a gen- 
eral belief that the ‘Herald’ and 
‘Examiner,’ are dicetated by edito- 
rial higher-ups. 

In reply to Weitzenkorn, Hoffman 
said he was not a friend of the 
writer, not having met him until 
five days before the opening in 
Levy’s Cafe. That Weitzenkorn 
paid the check for Hoffman, who 
had come in with Al Rosen, an 
agent, was beside the point. Hoff- 
man says all he had to eat was a 
small sandwich. If he is going to 
be ‘bought’ for a review, he said, 
his price would be at least a filet 
mignon. 





Another Macfadden Idea? 


Bernarr Macfadden’s opposition to 
‘Ballyhoo’ is out, called ‘Tickle-Me- 
Too.” Similar to the Norman An- 
thony madness in make-up and con- 
tent, except that there is no bur- 
lesquing of advertising, and adver- 
tising is carried in the first issue. 

The Macfadden name is not on 
‘Tickle-Me-Too,’ the monthly going 
out under the aegis of Harold Her- 
sey. Hersey, getting into this post, 
dropped the group of pulp-paper 
fiction mags he had been publishing 
for Macfadden under the Red Band 
and Blue Band trademarks. 

Originally intended to call the 
new humor mag ‘Merry-Go-Round,’ 
and the first issue copyrighted un- 
der that title. Reported, too, that 
the mag was to be called ‘Hullaba- 
loo. Story goes that George T. 
Delacorts, Jr., publisher of ‘Bally- 
hoo,’ to forestall any mag with a 
similar title, beat Macfadden to it 
with a ‘Hullabaloo’ of his own, said 
to be intended for but a single issue. 





Describing Prodigies 

Debunking the prodigy racket is 
engaging the attention of one who 
was a prodigy himself. He is Hor- 
ace Wade, who wrote his first novel 
at 11, and now at 22 is a veteran 
scribbler. Returning to Chicago last 
week, Wade carried with him part 
of the script of the debunking book 
in which he will tell what happens 
to prodigies, as happened to him. 

When his first book established 
him as a prodigy, Wade, stiil in 
short pants, was made a member of 
the Chicago ‘Examiner’s’ staff, and 
interviewed for that daily most 
everybody of prominence who came 
into the town. He did that for five 
years, which explains his present 
pallor, marked even for a former 
prodigy. 

Leaving Hollywood some time ago 
after a period of picture work there, 
Wade wrote a book called “To Heil 
With Hollywood.” It marked ex- 
treme sophistication for a lad who 
was then not 21, one of the things 
which Wade will probably explain 
in his debunking of the prodigies. 

For a former literary prodigy, 
Wade isn’t the least bit snobbish; 
in fact, quite pleasant mannered 
and generally liked. He might not 
be able to explain that part of it, 
at least, to newspapermen who have 
come across prodigies, 





Smith Publishing 


As ascertained by most of those 
in the book trade, Harrison Smith, 
who suddenly broke away from Jon- 
athan Cape, with whom he operated 
the book publishing house of Jona- 
than Cape and Harrison Smith, will 
go into book publishing on his own 
and under his own name. 

Smith’s book venture on his own 
will have a tie-up with Harcourt, 
Brace & Co., whom whom Smith 
was connected before he aligned 
himself with Cape. By this : -eans 
Harcourt-Brace will distribute the 
Smith books and handle the other 
publishing details for which a large 
organization is required. 

Smith conferring with scribblers 
even before getting into a perma- 
nent location. 





Without Nationality 

Elissa Landi is now the author of 
four novels. Her latest, ‘The Auto- 
biography of a Woman,’ has just 
been accepted by Chatter & Windus 
for England and Doubleday & 
Doran for America. 

Miss Landi thinks that, as most 
of the Fox efforts for her have not 
been so good, they might give her 
books the once over and maybe 
there will be better satisfaction al] 
round. But to give her her due, 
she has nothing but praise for Hol- 
lywood, and since her last return to 





England she has been so gushing in } 








Best Sellers 


(Reported for week ending 
Nov. 21 by American News Co.) 





Fiction 
Maid in Waiting, by John 
GelswWOEthyY cecccccceccse $2.50 
American Beauty, by Edna 
PONE es cdeecesceees + ee 
Shadows on the Rock, by Willa 
CRO — scsi cececieiosws e 2.50 
White Bird Flying, by Bess 
Streeter Aldrich........ 2.00 
Red Headed Woman, by Kath- 
Srine Bruen. cvececsccs 2.00 
10 Commandments, by War- 
wick Deeping ...... see ane 


Non-Fiction 
Mourning Becomes Electra, by 
Eugene O’Neil..........$2.50 
Washington Merry-Go-Round, 
AMONYMOUS eeeseeees ~- 8.00 
Ellen Terry-Bernard Shaw, by 
Christopher St. Johns.. 5.00 


The Great Mouthpiece, by 
Gene FOWI? ccccccccccs 3.00 
Epic of America, by James 
Fs PR 46464 444005%408 3.75 


A Fortune to Share, by Vash 
YOUNES oiccdccceccessecs 1.50 











her praise that she has been dubbed 
in some quarters as anti English. 

But, as Elissa says, ‘Who cares? 
Authors and actors have no na- 
tionality.’ 





18 Versions 


The book oddly compiled by the 
Oxford University Press, in which 
18 of the best known British scrib- 
blers do a story on a single plot, is 
out, called “Mr. Fothergill’s Plot.” 
Title is a recognition to a British 
inn-keeper of that name who con- 
ceived the idea. 

This Fothergill is the proprietor 
of a coaching inn called the Spread 
Eagle, also an amateur scribbler. 
His inn is the stopping place for 
many English sacribblers. Getting 
an idea for a yarn, he asked a couple 
of them how they would work it out. 
Varied response gave him the idea 
for this compilation. 

The scribblers, each of whom 
worked out the plot in his or her 
own way, are Storm Jameson, Shei!2 
Kaye-Smith, Margaret Kennedy, 
Edward Shanks Helen Simpson, J. 
C. Squire, L. A. G. Strong, Frank 
Swinnerton, Rebecca West, Martin 
Armstrong, L. P. Hartley, E. M. 
Delafield, A. E. Coppard, G. K. 
Chesterton, Thomas Burke, Gerald 
Bullett, Elizabeth Bowen and H. R. 
Barbor. 





Vanderbilt’s Tab Yen 


Hollywood is ripe for a morning 
tabloid newspaper, thinks Cornelius 
Vanderbilt, Jr., and the society scion 
is getting ready to launch one of 
the waitress’ literature dailies in the 
film city. 

Hollywood ‘News’ was recently 
bought by the Hollywood ‘Citizen,’ 
leaving only one news daily here. 
Vanderbilt started the Los Angeles 
‘Daily News,’ town’s only tabloid, 
but had to relinquish his proprietor- 
ship when the paper went into re- 
ceivership. 





Saturday Jitney Papers 


New York ‘Evening Post’s’ action 
in cutting from 5c to 3c Saturday 
(21) for its week end edition, 
leaves the ‘Graphic’ and ‘Journal’ 
alone in the jit field. Both sell 
on Saturdays, with special mag and 
other sections, for bc. 

‘Post’ during the week sells for 
3c, same as ‘Journal’ and ‘Graphic.’ 
During boom times it was 65bc all 
week, 





Another Air Mag 


A new radio fan mag will be 
published in Baltimore Dec, 1 by 
Donald F. Tracy. Will be called 
‘Radio Personalities.’ 

This will make about the fifth 
radio fan mag to make its appear- 
ance during the past two months. 





‘Gentle Reader,’ New 

First issue out of ‘Gentle Reader,’ 
new literary mag, distributed only 
through the bookshops. Discusses 
general book topics by a host of 
name scribblers, from Percy Ham- 
mond to Frank Sullivan, 

Mag guaranteed by a number of 
book publishers with a fixed amount 
of advertising space over a cer- 
tain period. 





Limited on Shows 
Indicated trend of ‘Dance Maga- 
zine’ to cover the general theatre 
field confirmed by Paul Meyer’s as- 
sociation with the mag. 
Meyer, publisher of ‘Theatre 
Magazine’ until it went blooey, will 





Too Moral 


Hollywood 





(Continued from page 1) 


devoid of any thrills or excitement. 
No stew stuff; no disturbances; no 
noise; no nothing. 
No Whooping 
‘The old town has sure changed,’ 
observed Officer Larimer dolefully. 


‘Guess it’s times and conditions 


The boys aren’t whooping it up like | 
they used to. 
‘Even if anything does happen, 


it’s rarely that the picture crowd 
figures in it. Once in a while we get 
an alarm to catch a Peeping Tom 
sneaking a look at a woman taking 
a bath. And incidentally, you'd be 
surprised how many of these Peep- 
ing Toms are so-called respectable 
married men with families out in 
Beverly and so on. No figuring 
what makes ’em do such silly things. 

‘The spooners in Laurel Canyon 
and in the hills of course are always 
a certainty Saturday and any other 
night. The coupe neckers receive 
our flashlight attention as part of a 
regular survey in the ‘lovers’ 
lanes,’ and the hideaway corners in 
the hills and canyons.’ 

Know All Alleys 


It’s obvious after a cruise how 
each district, assigned to each car, 
is carefully plotted and charted and 
how every hideaway parking sta- 
tion, alley and alcove gets the at- 
tention of the radio touring duo. 


Drivers of these cars rate with 
the best handlers of a motor wheel. 
They know tricks and niceties on 
pivoting, quick turns, reverses and 
fulcrums that would make a Broad- 
daw taxi driver return to his veloc- 
ipede. As they ‘pivot’ from side to 
side, in going in a dark street, the 
headlights catch each parked car, 
lighting up the interiors with one 
swoop, and surprising many an un- 
wary couple who might be cheat- 
ing the hotels. 


The radio cops have developed 
stock routines for such emergencies. 

Having the triple advantage of 
surprise, a disconcerting flashlight 
and a uniform, the cops are in- 
herently forced to exercise a char- 
itable stance on things. 


Ribbing the Dame 


The best angle is: ‘Don’t you 
think,’ addressing the woman, ‘it 
would be more courteous if you re- 
tired to the privacy of a hotel or 
an apartment rather than use the 
public highways for such promiscu- 
ous relationships?’ That usually 
gets the frails, 

The cops like as not let ’em get 


away with it, knowing the male half 


of the sparkers is probably getting 
a dressing-down as a cheap-skate 
for not making the surroundings 
less hazardous for the girl. 

The KGPL (official police station 
on the lowest wave length) calls 
have boosted sales locally on short- 
wavelength receiving sets. Nightly 
calls are replete with contempo- 
raneous adventure, holdups, purse- 
snatchings, assaults, molestations 
by colored and white people, dis- 
turbances, wild parties, ete. 

But, paradoxically enough, where 
such brigandry might be most 
profitable—i.e. in the Hollywood 





act in the double capacity of pub- 
lishing executive and advertisii z 
director. 





Dunburn Film Ed. 

Dennis Dunburn, in Hollywood 
for the London ‘Times’ and ‘Ex- 
press,’ is returning to London Nov. 
25 to succeed Cedric Belfridge as 
the ‘Express’ picture critic. 

He will run the Sunday film page 
inaugurated by Hannen Swaffer and 
now being conducted by Belfridge. 


Another Booth Mag 


A new picture booth mag, ‘Inter- 
national Projectionist,’ is out this 
month to compete with Boone Man- 
call’s paper, ‘Motion Picture Pro- 
jectionist.’ 

The just-born mag is edited and 
published by James F. Finn, for- 
merly with the Mancall paper. 








Real Names of Authors 


Roger Scarlett, author of “Cat’s 


Paw,” is a combination of Evelyn 
Page and Dorothy Blair. Ralph 


Connor, “The Rock and the River,” 


is Charles William Gordon. 


CHATTER 


Aben Kandel to Bermuda for a} 


rest. 


‘New Republic’ preparing expose | 
iIwith the 
, criminals, 
jand treacherous, 


series on the alleged beauty experts 
Nunnally Johnson has gone to his 
(Continued on page 55) 


and Beverly sectors—the disorders 
and illegalities are the least preva-= 
lent. 

Peasant Eats Peasant 


Usually some sap is sticking up 
another bankrupted peasant in the 
Central avenue colored sector or in 
the south and eastern part of the 
town, probably getting away with 
a couple of bucks and a bunch of 
keys. Things are too well regulated 
in the ritzier sectors to brook van- 
dalism. 

The hillside homes maintain their 
own private police patrols against 
prowlers. So far as the private de- 
portment is concerned, everybody 
is too seriously intent on keeping 
the wheels running to clog things 
up with debaucheries and revelries 
of the type heretofore ascribed to 
these sectors. 

Take that from the touring radio 
cops who, in confidence, will tell 
you many confidential things about 
almost every apartment house, every 
home and every store. They know 
more inside stuff on evry house and 
place of business in their radio 
beat than the tenants possibly im- 
agine. 

All Spots Spotted 


A friendly touring cop will drive 
along a beat and indicate where 
one might drop in almost any time 
for a friendly drink; whether that 
so-called ‘hardware store’ actually 
sells hardware cr liquid ore; what 
the reputation of this or that apart- 
house, bungalow, etc., is or may be, 
and under which classification any 
tenant might fall. 

There are sundry humorous epi- 
sodes every so often, such as the 
English picture actor who created 
a disturbance while under the in- 
fluence trying to drive his caf 
through a narrow garage door. 
When, invited by the cops, after 
pacification efforts failed, to come 
along with them, the English dandy 
retorted; ‘No, I really couldn’t old 
chappies; I should jolly well like 
to go with you but I really must 
show up for my picture tomorrow 
morning on locatin at Laguna, and 
you know that’s a beastly drive off.’ 

Such amiability led to fisticuffs, 
nevertheless, with the English actor 
showing up the following night at 
the police station (in soberer 
moments) requesting identification 
of his arresting officers for sub- 
sequent apology and further ap- 
peasement with a small check for 
cigars. 

Cuiture in Blue 

The radio touring cops are an 
unusually brainy and brawny corps. 
They are possessed of a diction and 
polish and understanding of human- 
kind which belies the reputation of 
their profession. 

Asked whether they are hand- 
picked to cover the more select 
Hollywood and Beverly beats, the 
radio gendarmerie modestly dis- 
claims any such selectivity but 
opines that ‘somehow they manage 
to get the right sort of detail to 
cover the right sort of district.’ 

Knowing with what element of the 
citizenry they must contact, they 
respect the aura of the silk-stock- 
ing sector as against what might be 
the local Hell’s Kitchen, namely 
Boyle’s Heights. 


Catching in Act 


One thing impresses immediately: 
that a vandal must be lightning 
fast to escape these 1931 radio 
police. It’s no novelty for the 
gendarmerie to arrest footpads or 
second-story men in the very act 
of the crime, not knowing that some 
citizen has phoned into the central 
police station with the alarm im- 
mediately broadcast. Districts are 
so patrolled that if a previously ree 
ported crime might still be detain- 
ing that radio car, the alarm goes 
out for one car to go into another 
ear’s district. 

Obviously impressive throughout 
is the heroism and bravery of the 
cops who, as soon as the driver’s 
sidekick takes down a record of the- 
alarm on his chart, speed to the 
scene of the crime. Unusual skill 
must figure in going against traf- 
fic signals and not to engender the 
other law-abiding motorists and 
pedestrians, but somehow § they 
manage to get there without delay 
and with no mishap to themselves 
or others; only a few minutes after 
receiving the broadcast alarm. 





No cop takes chances any more, 


|The team forages into the reported 


holdup scene with drawn Colts and 
sawed-off shotguns, Drugstore 
burglaries usually mean hop-heads 
and the least chances are taken 
snowbirds who, of all 
are the most desperate 
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BIDE DUDLEY 
Play Reviewing 
Sustaining 
WMCA 

Veteran critic is hitting the air 
midnights to sum up briefly on the 
evening’s premier. Dudley boils his 
opinions down concisely in men- 
tioning whether he thinks the play 
good or bad, deals briefly with the 
plot and skims over cast perform- 
ances, 


For those playgoers sufficiently 
interested to desire a high speed in- 
dication on what has come to town, 
Dudley should be a reliable guide 


and a welcome item before turning 
in for the night. For the actors 
concerned he’s probably the weather 
vane as to which way the press may 
blow in the morning. 

Dudley looked at many a show 
for the former ‘Evening World’ and 
has done the book of a couple of 
musicals himself. He knows what 
it’s all about and is sufficiently ex- 
perienced to have made up his mind 
between the lobby and the broad- 
casting room, which trip he must 
take on the fly. 

This is a 15-minute nightly ses- 
sion evidently having no commercial 
tie-up. There has been a hint of 
same although if this is true there 
is no suggestion of it either from 
Dudley or the station interlocutor. 
Dudley’s opinions are _ repeated 
afternoons by a femme announcer, 
and when the premieres have been 
multiple he is just as apt to dis- 
course on two or three shows. He 
thought one act of the Fritz Leiber 
Shakespearean rep troupe enough to 
opine on that effort, and for a man 
of Dudley’s experience one act of 
the Bard is enough. He’s been do- 
ing this ether reviewing for about 
a@ month or more, with the theatre 
men flaying or supporting him ac- 
cording to the way he’s viewed their 
production efforts. Sid. 


WEE WILLIE ROBYN 
Tenor 

COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 

Inaugurated as a Sunday program 
(15) this 15-minute interlude ar- 
rives in Chicago at 12:45 immedi- 
ately following Preston Bradley's 
one-hour and 45-minute church ser- 
vices. In this case it’s an advantage 
for a commercial to follow a relig- 
ious broadcast for Bradley blankets 
10 states and has more listeners 
than any individual unaffiliated 
preacher in America. He's a live- 
wire, a good show, and they prob- 
ably don’t tune out on him to any 
extent. 

Robyn, once at the Roxy, has 
some radio reputation. His voice is 
a trained tenor of richness and in- 
dividualism. Victor Herbert’s ‘I’m 
Falling in Love With Someone’ and 
selections of that type are ideal for 
his dulcet tones. He will encounter 
few hurdles in fulfilling his part of 
the performance. 

Emil Deutsch heads a spirited 
studio ensemble, while Douglas 
Evans announces without too much 
of that sticky refinement so many 
of the New York announcers love 
and which gives the middle west, to 
speak only for the home lads, acute 
gastritis. 

Venida, who formerly ‘ruled the 
waves,’ is starting a campaign to 
revive hairnets, better known to the 
Taft than the Hoover era. That’s 
the whyfor of ‘Wee Willie,’ Deutsch 
and Salesman Evans. 

For the benefit of the younger 
readers, a hairnet is a web-like 
mesh made in various colors and 
designed to hold elaborate feminine 
coiffures in place. Land, 





RALPH C. BLESSING 
Bridge 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 


Bridge authority, resident here- 
abouts, in half-hour matinee talk 
once weekly. Consists of instruction, 
playing, for listeners’ benefit, of sev- 
eral hands, with final solution of 
problem left to them; reading names 
of those closest to solving previous 
week's problem, and announcements 
anent mail answers to queries. 

Blessing does not speak quite as 
Smoothly and glibly as bridge ex- 
perts broadcasting from key sta- 
tions, but absence of didactic, know- 
it-all attitude probably brings him 


closer to listeners. ‘Talks like a 
human being and in manner de- 
signed to encourage ordinary player. 
Has heavy, not unpleasant, voice. 
Broadcasts popular with bridge 
enthusiasts. Speaker's book men- 
tioned. 
’ 


PROSPERITY LIMITED 
Dance Music, Chatter 
Sustaining 

WFAA, Dallas 


That local announcers are listen- 
ers, too, is evidenced by their pash 
to imitate the network aces. 

Chief alibi for this spot probably 
is to give Ed Dunn, station's No. 2 
mikester, a chance to build up. Dunn 
has a pleasing voice and a line that’s 
not so bad, but idea is too obvious. 
At that, spot has entertainment, 
which a better band would help con- 
siderable. 

Announcer gets off couple sub- 
stantial cracks between tunes, and, 
what's better, no requests an- 
nounced Rudy. 


EIGHT SONS OF ELI 
Double Quartet 
COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 


Yale University’s double quartet 
has been requisitioned by a Con- 
neticut firm, Wallace Silversmiths, 
to sing on the Sabbath, Most of the 
alumni is probably doing well 
enough to afford Wallace sterling 
silver service, so the patriotic angle 
may inculcate some profitable good 
will for the bullion-sculptors. Apart 
from which the hoys sing sweetly. 
Naturally double quartets, like 
any other entertainers, are only as 
good as their material. Thus in 
paying a compliment to Princeton 
by choosing three campus ditties 
from Nassau, the effect wasn’t too 
good. Which may be said of the 
songs as songs. Although here it 
may simply be that Yale throats 
have an ingrained impediment for 
the chanties of Princeton. Next 
time it’s Harvard that will be 
favored and Eli’s larynx will prob- 
ably falter even worse. 

Boys open and close with an un- 
identified, full-chested roundelay 
that is their best effort because it 
most nearly fits the scope and mus- 
ical virility of a male double quar- 
tet. More of that sort can be 
recommended. 

Program hits Chicago at one p. m. 
and consumes 30 minutes. An- 
nouncer stressed the low costs of 
silverware and the opportunity that 
may never again come. As is true 
of all network programs prices are 
not mentioned. It can be anywhere 
from $100 to $800. But whatever it 
is it’s supposed to be the best buy 
since silver was a 16-to-1 favorite. 
In general it may be said this pro- 
gram falls among those catering for 
class and wealth. That's the radio 
exception where articles at 15 cents 
or $85 cents are outstandingly 
numerous. Talent in keeping with 
what they are selling and therefore 
whom they wish to reach has been 
nicely solved by the Wallace people 
with this Yale hook-up. It comes 
very near to being a musical treat 
of front rank and the collegiate 
association will have its snobbish 
influence on sales. 

Quartet is also appropriate for 
Sunday in case of any churchly 
prejudice. Land, 


MINNEAPOLIS HONEYWELL 
With Roy Shields, Ruth Lyon, 
Charles Sears, Rudolf Mangold 
Musicale 

COMMERCIAL 

WENR, Chicago 

Among the numerous devices of 
one sort or another catering to the 
American inborn love of ease and 
repugnance to household chores in 
cold weather is the ‘electric janitor,’ 
a contrivance, automatic in opera- 
tion, that makes owning your own 
furnace a pleasure. Or Wallace 
Butterworth is a good salesman. 
Nature of the prizes being used 
and the character of the eligible 
contestants tells pretty much what 
the aims of this program are. Per- 
sons living in one or two-family 
houses are the only accepted can- 
didates for gratuities ranging from 
five years’ free fuel supply to lesser 
quantities of combustion. 

That excludes all the apartment- 
dwellers or rent-payers in favor of 
taxation’s victims. For them Minne- 
apolis Honeywell in a program orig- 
inating in Chicago offers a studio 
orchestra directed by Roy Shields, 
soprano, tenor and a violinist in 
solos. This line-up varies from 
Sunday to Sunday, but essentially 
that’s what it is: classical music 
with equally classical solo interpol- 
ations. 

To assume that home-owning 
and music-loving are interchange- 
able terms is flimsy logic. Although 
the price of ‘electric janitors’ may 
be thought to imply higher prosper- 
ity and therefore real or affected 
fondness for such music. Land, 





NORDIC FISHERIES 
With Arthur Jarrett 
And Raquel Torres 
COMMERCIAL 
WMAQ, Chicago 

First attempt by this commercial 
to tie up with name talent. That 
for a strictly local program has its 
handicaps but at least the Nordic 
people are trying to grab what there 
is around. 

Jarrett hookup is but a temporary 
one, with the crooner supposed to be 
on his way to New York for Co- 
lumbia. Miss Torres happened to 
be in town for a vaude date and 
was unhappily rung in. It didn’t 
mean anything for the Mexican 
miss, who has to be seen to be ap- 
preciated. Couple of numbers she 
did with Jarrett prompting her 
spelled zero, because Jarrett is by 
no means a conferencier. 

Yet he put himself on the spot 
and the result was anything but 
gratifying for all concerned. He 
should have been content to sing 
two or three of his dah-de-dah num- 
bers and off. As for Miss Torres 
the appearance was a mistake from 
the start. What few remarks she 
made were badly routined, no fault 
of her own, though. From observa- 
tion it seemed that Raquel could 
have been made to stand out more 
prominently with proper routine and 
material. 

However, the Nordic outfit is sell- 
ing fish, not talent, so it probably 
made no difference. Span. 








Wiping Out Radio! 





Chicago, Nov. 23. 

NBC has received the fol- 
lowing unique request from a 
high school student: 

‘We are having a debate on 
the subject, resolved, that radio 
broadcasting should be abol- 
ished. Please’ send me some 
material. As I have the affirm- 
ative side I would like most 
of it té be on that side.’ 











JIMMY DURANTE 
‘The Champ’ Opening, 
Chinese Theatre 
KMTR, L. A. 

Schnozzola broke in as radio m. Cc. 
at the Chinese $1.50 opening of ‘The 
Champ’ (Metro), and, considering 
that he couldn’t be seen, did okay. 


Only trouble was that the Well- 
Dressed Man was too busy collecting 
autographs to pay much attention to 
the celebs. Also a fife and drum 
corps helped him out a bit by play- 
ing forte to top all his gags. 
Durante carried a running sag& 
about what be would do to Clark 
Gable when the latter arrived, but 
Gable never got there. It appears 
the boys are having a little trouble 
over who is going to play opposite 
Garbo in her next picture, Durante 
claiming Gable double-crossed him 
on ‘Susan Lenox.’ It’s a good bit of 
business, 2 
Schnozzola is the first premier m. 
ec. to be backed up by an orchestra 
to fill in the waits. Not a bad idea, 
for these ad libbing assignments at 
first nights are pretty trying on the 
m.c. Any time Durante was stuck 
he laughed. The laugh got to be a 
gag, with the crowd in the forecourt 
of the theatre picking it up. 
Funniest gag of the lot to some 
was that Schnozzola forgot to give 
himself a plug, he playing currently 
in ‘The Cuban Love Song’ at Loew’s 
State. Call. 





CHICAGO UNIV. ROUNDTABLE 
‘Germany vs. Hitlerism’ wis 
With Professors Boynton, Gidding, 
Smith 

Sustaining | 

W MAQ, Chicago 

Adolph Hitler, whose adherents 
barred ‘Mickey Mouse’ from one 
German village because they found 
out the cartoonist was Jewish, was 


the subject of one of the University 
of Chicago’s always - interesting 
roundtable discussions. The faculty 
trio gave Herr Hitler a pretty thor- 
ough debunking. 

What is chiefly of note in these 
roundtables is the utter candor that 
prevails. It is to the honor of the 
University of Chicago that no gag 
rule is applied. From report, the 
profs speak as frankly of native 
personages as of foreigners. That 
would be lese majeste in a lot of 
our liberty-throttling seminaries. 

Method of developing the subject 
is to ask and answer as between 
the three men seated at a table, 
with the microphone in its natural 
and pristine function of eaves- 
dropper. They gave the subject of 
German internal politics and ex- 
ploration at once concise, sun-clear, 
and every point in its orderly se- 
quence. 

Three men participating in this 
talk at 5 p. m. Sunday represent the 
higher type of university mentors, 
themselves students of the times. 
This is easily one of the finest sus- 
taining programs on the air and one 
of the very few programs anywhere 
and of any sort that can stimulate 
the brain cells. Land. 





HOFFMAN HOUR 

With Josef Pasternack Orch, Nelson 
Eddy, Lois Bennett, Veronica 
Wiggins 

COMMERCIAL 

WOR, New York 


One of the classiest broadcasts 
from this indie station. Nelson 
Eddy is a w. k. concert baritone and 


some time ago was on CBS weekly 
with a commercial series. 

Broadcast is a conglomeration of 
operatic, operetta and musical com- 
edy airs, vocal and instrumental. 
Eddy has a corking baritone and 
quite a large repertoire of songs. 
Lois Bennett is a likeable soprano 
and expert with operetta airs, 

Singers switch between § solos, 
duets and chorus work. Paster- 
nack’s concert orchestra is used 
more frequently to accompany the 
singers than for straight orchestral 
work, albeit they do quite a bit of 
the latter. 

This program is well diversified. 





HALSTEAD ORCHESTRA 
KFRC, San Francisco 


Henry Halstead is a familiar 
around here, the band having spent 
some time at the Hotel St. Francis 
and other local spots. On a CBS 
program, coming through at the 
dinner hour. 

Plenty of stuff packed Into 15 
minutes, mostly choruses of pop 
best sellers. A lot of vocals han- 
dled by Clarence Rand, another 
radio singer with a picture of Bing 





Crosby on his bureau. Bock. 


MARY GARDEN 

Soprano 

COMMERCIAL 

WENR, Chicago 

Mary Garden doing Scotch dia- 
lect! Salome humming ‘Annie 
Laurie’! It seems funny, but not if 
you know radio’s penchant for out- 
Hollywooding the lily-gilders of the 
cinema. It’s hard to believe that 
anyone who listened to Miss Gar- 
den for a half hour would have 
been vexed if she tossed off a little 
opera, 

Yet General Electric seemed very 
proud of having at great effort suc- 
cessfully excluded everything and 
anything really worthy of its ex- 
pensive guest's talents. It was sim- 
plicity run riot, an orgy of folklore 
regardless of what anyone had a 
right to expect when taking the 
trouble to tune in on the diva. 

All very well to include ‘Danny 
Boy,’ ‘At Parting’ and such syrupy 
ballads by way of novelty, varia- 
tion, or to please everyone, but not 
a solid 30 minutes when the singer 
is Mary Garden. Possibly Miss 
Garden didn't mind. She probably 
likes the Scotch numbers which she 
does extremely well, brogue and all. 
But it was almost too easy for her. 
Like a six-day bike rider on a 
kiddy-car. 

An effort by Alice Ellis to bring 
out the human side of the artist in 
a little semi-interview quite failed 
to convey what a dynamic person- 
ality and person Mary Garden is. 
There wasn’t much to the program 
except the rich warmth of Miss 
Garden's voice singing number after 
number in the same style, tempo, 
and sentimentality of theme. Land. 


ART KASSEL ORCHESTRA 
Dance Music 

Bismarck Hotel 

WGN, Chicago 

Last seascn Kassel did his mu- 
sical chorus ror WiBO, a station 
now struggling for the right to sur- 
vive after the Federal Radio Com- 
mission said there was no need for 
it. No question that WIBO was a 
poor outlet for Kassel and that 
probably accounts for Kassel not 
attracting more radio attention. 
Now on WGN, he’s getting a better 
break, although his broadcasting 
hour isn’t any prize. 

‘Kassels on the Air’ is punny bill- 
ing used by this dance orchestra. 
Musically it’s a first rank orchestra 
and with some nice choral work 
from the sax section. They adhere 
pretty consistently to a peppy 
tempo ideal for dancing. Bismarck 
Hotel, one of the conservative spots 
of town, is in some ways a good 
background for a band. There’s 
class and distinction and good food. 
But little opportunity to expand. 
Hotel policy isn’t elastic. 

Kassel anc his boys have been 
together some time and they have 
the hallmark of experience. What 
they now need is opportuities. That 
applies, of course, to a lot of good 
orchestras that have tke goods, but 
haven't found the market. Land. 


WILLIAM McCRAW 
Educational 
Sustaining 

KRLD, Dallas 

Seems that everybody's ambish in 
this town is to make the mike, some 
time or other, regardless of the ex- 
cuse. As long as there’s some cher- 
ished tip the rest of the poor fish 
ought to know, for their own good. 

Bill McCraw is the district attor- 
ney, and seemingly a good one, Bill 
takes time off each Sat. night to ex- 
plain various phases of Texas laws, 
and Lucifer knows he’s got to be a 
wise guy to do that. 

Topic, coupled with Bill's political 
prestige, leaves little doubt about 
circulation, especially among the 
older crowd. Voice registers oke, 
but the d. a. doesn't show benefit 
from his dabbling in amateur dra- 
matics. Sticks to the pulpit deliv- 
ery, which sounds monotonous on 
the other end. Little stress on the 
dramatic stuff would help a lot. 

Spiels are short, containing official 
dope everyone should know, includ- 
ing school kids. Rudy. 


‘MANHATTAN REFLECTIONS’ 
Sustaining 

15 Mins.; Songs, Music 

KFRC, San Francisco 

CBS-Don Lee western network 
feature spotlighting Nora Schiller, 
supported by Murray and Harris, 
and Meredith Willson'’s orchestra. 
Program packs a punch, 

Barest suggestion of a story, but 
what there is of it concerns various 
sections of Manhattan—Broadway, 
the Village, ete. Smartly produced, 
and not laborious as are so many 
western sustainers. 

Miss Schiller handles her pop 
tunes well, Murray and Harris 
backing her in colorful harmony. 
Willson’s orchestra a neat combo. 
Linn Church announces, Bock. 


JOHNNY LEE 
Songs 

COMMERCIAL 
WOKO, Albany 


Johnny Lee is on a dress-s.op 
program. He has a whispering bari- 
tone. Although a rich soft voice, 
he is weak on low tones, 

Good showmanship would make 
him a favorite of the air. He is his 
own accompanist. 

For sometime Lee has only been 


other songsters, but he discovered 








he had a voice. 


the piano accompanist on the air for 


KING JAZZ AND ORCH., 
Sustaining 
WOKO, Albany 

Leader of this band is Frank 
Graves, who as King Jazz achieveg 
a reputation as leader of a dance 
orchestra years ago in this section, 
His band today has improved 100%, 
especially since it went on the air. 
This is due to several additions. ~ 

The best asset to his band is Petop 
Emma, pianist. His piano solos are 
something worth while. As good in 
classical as in jazz. Should be on 
big time. 

Another soloist is Lee Gellers, sax, 
He does a good job on his solo num. 
bers, although he has not perfected 
his breath control. 
This band has good arranger , nts 
but at times seems to lack proper 
direction. On the air several times 
weekly and Sunday. 





Going Places 


(Continued from page 41) 


‘Air’ making believe they're stars, all 
shrouded in mists of white chiffon 
with sparkling star shaped head- 
dresses on their happy heads. The 
ballet corps can play they're way 
down at the bottom of the sea for 
‘Water’, Some can be graceful 
lobsters, others fantastic sea horses, 
a few, Lorelei with long shining hair 
of silver tinsel threads. One lucky 
girl gets to be an octupus, with 
tenacles made of green chiffon em- 
broidered with sequins, which the 
Lorelei grasp gracefully for a bit 


of discreet under-sea maypole 
romping. 

The darkness of ‘Earth’ is the 
Hall Johnson Singers’ province, 


Hung with green cloth they perch 
like trees on a stage mountain crag 
that turns into a volcano for the 
Roxy interpretation of ‘Fire’. 

This surprising crater’ erupts 
Roxyettes for flames and a gold 
cloth drape for lava. The Roxyettes 
dress in gold lame fitted sheaths 
with yellow orange chiffon layers on 
their skirts and fluttering pieces on 
their hands. They group themselves 
in bunches, earnestly trying to pre- 
tend to themselves they really are 
fire, but before long the old urge to 
get set in a straight line-up bests 
them, and away they go, kicking 
with straight, beautiful precision, 
Perhaps they want to be a gas log, 
each Roxyette a single jet of flame, 
Everybody comes back for ‘Sunrise’ 
a:.d climbs up the volcano to wave 
banners, while Patricia Bowman, on 
the peak, is flourishing rythmic 
wings of white chiffon. They’re all 
either being ‘Sunrise’ or else a great 
big taffy pull. 





Naked But Prim Mermaids 


The Lottie Mayer diving girls are 
plunging into the tank at the State 
this week and their costumes are re 
markably scant. They go matfere 
of-fact about their business, which 
is to startle the audience with their 
proficienty in diving and not their 
ability to keep in proper place an 
absolute minimum of strategicaily 
arranged sequins. The exigencies of 
their art do not permit them to be 
coy: It must be chilling work, div- 
ing into the waters of that tank. If 
there’s any doubt about the whole- 
some outlook of the Lottie Mayer 
girls despite their scarcity of cov- 
ering, it’s settled by the decorous 
steps of their timid and ladylike 
dancing. 

Dorothy, a pretty little youngster 
who enlivens Bob Murphy's act 
knows one dance movement, the 
currently popular hip swaying, and 
she’s allowed it to become a habit. 
Dorothy has a pleasing fresh voice 
and already has learned how to build 
a song to sure applause. Dressed 
in a blue pleated suspender frock, 
looking a little like Ginger Rogers 
and singing a little like Ethel Mer- 
man, she hints of possibilities for 
a good future, 

The petite miss with Lester and 
Irving has hit upon a new sort of 
costume for adagio acrobats. She 
ignores the whole theory of leotards 
in favor of a bolero and short cir 
cular skirt, made, she suggests, of 
black satin and trimmed with yel- 
low. 


Everything But 

After calculating the aggregate 
weight of the actresses in ‘Fre 
Diavolo’ (Cameo), Italian women 
in this country will go right back 
to eating raviolis. Curves are still 
a mighty successful allure in Italy. 
In this Italian talker only the vil- 
lains are thin. Madeline are 
the heroine, is two good arms-ful 
Happily, in Italy a woman ne 
not be sad because her contours are 
described in generous arcs. 

Miss Breville has dark, luminous 
eyes, sensitive lips and an expres 
sive face, with voice beautifully 





modulated but proportions heroic 
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Another New York Chatterer Loses 


Job by Panning Column on NBC 





+ 


Letout No. 2 among New York 
daily newspaper radio columnists 
who rashly panned NBC is Robert 
Kichberg, fired by the Brooklyn 
‘Standard Union,’ a borough eve- 
ning daily with a circulation of 
around 40,000. 

Kichberg’s ink barrage against 
the network is reprinted elsewhere 
in this section. It isn’t as personal 
as was Mike Porter’s slam in the 
‘Evening Journal (Hearst) of the 
week before, nor as venomous, but 
it brought identical result. The 
column appeared in the ‘Standard 
Union’ Wednesday (19). Thursday 
(20) Eichberg was fired. 

When asked to comment on the 
Eichberg case, the NBC replied as 
it did in the Porter affair—that it 
had nothing to do with the column- 
ist’s dismissal. As far as it knew, 
stated the network, the  letout 
of Ejichberg was the ‘Standard 
Union's’ own idea. 

Porter is still off the ‘Journal,’ 
despite that NBC says it under- 
stands its president, M. H. Ayles- 
worth, personally wired or called 
Hearst to give the boy his job back. 
Besides his radio column on the 
‘Journal,’ which he conducted un- 
der the byline of ‘Aircaster,’ Porter 
is on the staff of the ‘American 
Weekly’ (magazine). The NBC pan 
and ‘Journal’ dismissal had no ef- 
fect on his mag status. 

Other Chatterers 

Porter’s strcag NBC dig was 
taken out by the ‘Journal’ after | 
two editions, but news of it trav- 
eled fast. This column and its sad 
aftermath for Porter was followed 
by a general defense of the profes- 
sion by the other New York radio 
chatterers. 

One tabloid radio writer used 
more anti-NBC language _ than 
either Porter or Ejichberg, but he’s 
still on his job. His paper carries 
but little direct radio advertising. 
During a recent advertising cam- 
paign in his sheet by a cigaret com- 
pany he said nothing adverse about 
the ciggie firm’s radio programs. 

In face of Porter and Eichberg’s 
inflation of the unemployment 
problem, NBC denies using any in- 
fluence to control newspapers’ com- 
ment on radio. Belief is if NBC's 
contention is correct, the third 
paragraph from the bottom in Eich- 
berg’s column might have been his 
walking paper. 


AUS. MOVE FOR ACTS 
IN PERSON, VS. DISCS 


Sydney, Oct. 30. 

The Australian Performing Rights 
Association has decided against the 
use of gramaphone records by the 
B class stations. Association stated 
that B stations must engage artists 
in person in future for all of their 
programs. 

The reason for the ban is a mys- 
tery. B stations rely solely on their 
advertising put over the air for 
revenue. To be forced to engage live 
talent for a twelve hour daily pro- 
gram would mean finis. It is only by 
using records in between advertis- 
ing announcements that the stations 
are able to carry one. 

All A stations use both live tal- 
ent and records, but are not allowed 
to use any advertising over the air 
in their programs. It is a fact that 
the majority of radio fans would 
rather listen to a good record than 
Some of the local talent put across 
by the A stations. 

Managements controlling the B 
Stations say they will continue to 
use records despite any move of the 
A. P. R. A. 

Commencing this week, boxing 
authorities will not allow any more 
fights to be put on the air, claim- 
ing radio has hurt their grosses on 
big fight nights. It is now expected 
that racing descriptions will also 


come off the air in the very near 
future, 


Paskman Out; Kinnard, 
Other Hearst Men In 

Dailey Paskman is no longer con- 
nected with WGBS, New York. Its 
transfer to William Randolph 
Hearst interests resulted in Pask- 
man stepping out, with Hearst men 
Succeeding. 

The new program director is 
Clark Kinnard from King Features. 
A new announcer is Allen Prescott, 
from the ‘Mirror.’ 
to ier Hearst, WGBS will shift 

‘he Ritz Towers hotel for broad- 
Casting. At present Wi “‘s studio 
S atop the Edison hotel. 











Eichberg’s NBC Pan 


(Reprinted from ‘Standard 
Union’ of Nov. 18) 
With everybody picking on 
the poor NBC, it seems only 
fair that we should do a col- 
umn on the outfit. So here 

goes, 

Exactly a week ago tomor- 
row, Mike ‘Aircaster’ Porter, 
having been kept waiting for 
a couple of afternoons by one 
of the NBC officials, got mad 
and wrote a column panning 
the outfit. 

The column ran in one edi- 
tion of his paper, and due to 
protests from the NBC was 
pulled out. 

Also due to protests from 
the NBC Mike lost his job. 
Now, maybe Mike’s column 
was ill-advised, but NBC’s 
activity to knife him was cer- 
tainly so. And we certainly 
lack, with the greatest en- 
thusiasm, any respect for the 
newspaper higherups who al- 
lowed a broadcasting company 
to dictate whom they shall or 
shall not employ. 

Be that as it may, our es- 
teemed colleague Jerry Wald 
came out in fullface the other 
day to say that he could not 
be intimidated and would tell 





the TRUTH about the NBC 
from now on. 
Somehow or other that 


seems unkind. 

The truth always hurts and 
seldom does any good. 

So we have adopted an NBC 
policy of our own. Starting 
tomorrow, the anniversary of 
Mike’s ousting, the NBC will 
not receive mention in these 
columns unless we find some- 
thing to praise, which, if the 
truth be told, is unlikely. 

The idea is not to ‘spank’ 
NBC (for, indeed, some of our 
best friends are NBC men), 
but simply because we trem- 
ble in fear of the wrath of 
the moguls. 

Also, true, this job doesn’t 
pay very well, but it is ours, 
and we cherish it. To see it 
go out the window simply be- 
cause we referred to someone 
as a moron would cause us 
tremendous’ unlocated pain, 
even though our description 
of the person so mentioned 
were accurate. 

And for that matter, cretin 
(see dictionary) would be a 
better noun to use with ref- 
erence to the lad or lads who 
got Mike bounced. Of course, 
there’s probably a certain 
amount of satisfaction in 
proving one’s power or con- 
nections, but it really isn’t 
good sense to antagonize 
every other newspaperman in 
the country: 

Oh, well, they'll probably find 
that out in the next few 
months. 

Until then, ave atque vale. 
And morituri te salutamus. 

R. L. E. 


CLUB ACTS DEBUNK 
NO PAY RADIO JOBS 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Free radio performances have 
been put on the taboo list by the 
Club Artists’ Protective Association 
of Chicago. Organization numbers 
about 200 
practically every club entertainer in 
the city. Ban voted at a meeting 
last week to prohibit any sort of 
gratis mike appearance, unless 
taken up with and okayed by the 
Latter 











members and includes 


president, George Troseth. 
leeway was allowed to cover w orthy 
charity broadcasts. 

Attending members agreed that 
the publicity angle held out as a 
lure for giving away their services 
has been overworked and from now 
on it’s the cash or else. Prevailing 
opinion took the viewpoint that oc- 
easional ether appearances have 
proved worthless as a help to sell- 
ing themselves for club dates, and 
that the same applied in building 
up a radio rating. 


¢ 








RADIO AND FOOTBALL 


Not Alone 
Attitude 





Harvard in = Cool 





Chicago, Nov. 23. 
That Ted Husing knuckle-rapping 
by Harvard has made the NBC 
publicity department cautious in 
labelling the Graham McNamee 
sportcasting talents. It used to re- 
fer to him as an ‘able commentator.’ 
Latest NBC squib released goes 


out of its way to qualify McNamee ! 


as an ‘able describer,’with ‘describer 
in quotes, 

Big Ten athletic directors last 
week let it be known that mikes 
would be banned from the sidelines 
of all the Big Ten post-season ehar- 
ity football games Saturday, Nov. 
28. Stations had made no offer to 
kick in. 


STUDIO MGRS. 
CHISEL ACTS 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

It’s getting so on quite a number 
of midwest stations that an enter- 
tainer hasn’t a chance of getting a 
build-up unless he lets himself in 
for a personal chiselling by the 
manager, Time was when a fellow 
with an adaptable pair of pipes and 
a mike personality could walk into 
a station, lay his stuff on the line 
and be given a crack at a series of 
sustaining programs, Nowadays, if 
what the boy’s got looks hot, the 
first thing the station managers 
want to know is just what is there 
in it. 

Promising talent are told they’ll 
be given the sustaining program 
breaks and a nudge toward the 
commercial gravy if they’ll sign un- 
der the station manager's personal 
exclusive management. Nothing is 
guaranteed by the party of the 
second part but a lot of promises. 
These agreements are invariably 
one-sided, everything favoring the 
manager, and would be ruled mean- 
ingless in a court of equity. 

Bilking manager’s main objec- 
tive is not the cut to be derived 
from his protege’s commercial pro- 
grams, but the far juicier kickbacks 
available from personal appear- 
ances. Usually the manager hold- 
ing an exclusive contract is willing 
to take a mere 10% as his share 
from a commercial shot, but it’s 
entirely different when it comes to 
a divvy on theatre appearances. 
Split in that department as rule 
ealls for half and half, with the 
manager doing the negotiating with 
the theatre himself, 

One of the best known ether hill- 
billies in the middlewest is hooked 
to a station manager under such 
terms. This crooner of back- 
country laments has developed into 
a natural for theatres and is click- 
ing heavily, with the outlet pilot 
having already collected enough as 
his divvy from this source to make 
the radio end seem small. 


Quincy, Not St. Louis, ~ 
Needs WTAD—Commish 


Chicago, Nov. <3. 

Station WTAD. CQuincy, IL, is 
trying to get Federal permission to 
move to East St. Louis, but is en- 
countering opposition fro Wash- 
ington. Radio Commission:has de- 
eclared that WTAD, operating on 
500 watts power, is serving a 
greater need where it is, as Quincy 
is virtually entirely dependent on 
that station for radio service. 

Commission pointed out also that 
East St. Louis is being taken care 
of from ether reception through 
regional and clear channel stations 
operating at St. Louis, Chicago and 
other points. 


L&L Places Relative 


Howard Milman, younger brother 
of Mort Milman, of NBC, has been 
placed in charge of the radio book- 
ing dept. of Lyons & Lyons, an 
agency. 

The boy has had no previous ex- 
perience in the radio business. 


2 P. A.’s Marry 


San Francisco, Nov. 23. 

The secret marriage more than 
a month ago of Milton Samuels and 
Marie Elbs was revealed at an NBC 
party for Mahlon Merrick’s open- 
ing at the Palace hotel. 

Groom is night pa. for NBC; 
bride is also of the press depart- 
ment. 




















Radio Slowly Absorbing Sound 


Principles of Showmanship, but Not 
Its Misguided ‘Radio Showmanship’ 





Quick Family 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 
When Joe Warner of the 


Smith Family, Chicago radio 
serialists, left for the coast 
Harry Lawrence, the author, 


wrote Warner’s role of Morris 
Rosenberg out of the story by 
marrying him off to another 
character. Over the air the 
characters took leave for Cali- 
fornia where in reality he 
was going. With the differ- 
ence that Warner was already 
married and has four children 
who accompanied him west. 

For a gag the Smith Family 
announced to their radio lis- 
teners the number of Warner's 
car and his route. Fans were 
instructed to look for the new- 
lyweds along the way. 

But they forgot to explain 
how a supposed newlywed 
couple would have four chil- 
dren. Comic results are re- 
ported to have followed. 


WINCHELL MAY HAVE TO 
LEAVE ‘LUCKY’ HOUR 


Walter Winchell has been notified 
by Gerardine, commercial] firm hav- 
ing him under contract for radio- 











ing, that he can accept no other 
broadcasting engagements after 
Dec. 28. This would mean, if en- 


forced by Gerardine, that Winchell 
will have to end his engagement 
with the Lucky Strike hour on the 
air after that date, 

The columnist is appearing once 
weekly aerially for Gerardine and 
thrice weekly for Lucky Strikes. 
On Tuesday the two air periods use 
the ether when Winchell must 
double. 

In downtown circles the Gerardine 
people are reported to have stated 


to other business men they are 
making a profit on Winchell’s 
broadcasting for them, through 


Lucky Strike paying for his re- 
lease, With Gerardine holding the 
prior contract with Winchell, it has 
been understood Lucky Strike is 
paying Gerardine $1,000 weekly. 
which releases Winchell to the 
Lucky hours. Gerardine has been 
reported paying Winchell $1,000 for 
his Tuesday night air appearance. 
Against ‘Guests’ 

With Gerardine Winchell must 
furnish a guest star as a further 
attraction; with Lucky Strikes he 
is under no such obligation, with 
Lucky Strike reported paying $4,500 
weekly for the three Winchell pe- 
riods. 

Winchell now claims he is against 
the radio guest-star custom for col- 
umnists, although he was among 
the pioneers for it, and used that 
possibility as a salesman for his 
first radio job. Winchell appears 
to have changed his mind with the 
Lucky Strike’s contract. 


Wired Wireless at Hague 


The Hague, Nov. 13. 

Wired wireless over the phone is 
firmly established at The Hague 
now. 

The Telephone Radio of that city 
just completed the fifth year of its 
existence; it started Nov. 1, 1926, 
with 900 subscribers, and now has 
6,000. 


WCKY’s Marathon 


Cinncinati, Nov. 23. 

In celebration of its award for 
full-time broadcasting, WCKY just 
finished 42 consecutive hours of air 
programing. L. B. Wilson, owner 
and director of the station, claims 
this to be a new radio endurance 
record. WCKY is located in Cov- 
ington, Ky., opposite Cincy. 

Josef Cherniavsky’s Sympho-Syn- 
copators was the featured band for 
the celebration program, with four 
half-hour periods. 














Radio Engagements 


Basil Rathbone, Nestle, NBC, 
Noy. 27; Adele Astaire, Nestle 
NBC, YDec. 4: Robert 
Pond, NBC, Nov. 27: Foursome | 4" 


Quartet, Pond, NBC, Dec. 4. 








Broadway and Fifth Avenue are 
getting together—Broadway mean- 
ing the show business and Pifth 
Avenue signifying radio. 

Radio’s aversion to sound prin- 
ciples and methods of the theatre 
and anything showmanly or Broad- 
wayish, apparently inborn in radio 
people who know radio and nothing 
else, is gradually passing out. This 
is not unexpected, since for a long 
while Broadway has figured it would 
be only a question of time until 
radio would be forced to seek show- 
men in the show business. 

While all phases of both the the- 
atre and the air are gradually com- 
ing into more direct contact, the 
most important medium between the 
two amusement branches so far has 
been the talent representative or 
agent. He has been chiefly instru- 
mental in bringing together the two 
streets, 

Most of the important interchange 
of talent between the air and the 
stage has been through an agent in- 
termediary, While the stage tech- 
nique that radio has borrowed so 
far, confined almost entirely to the 
bare talent, has been through the 
talent’s agents. 

Seeing in radio a huge new field 
for expansion, the agents of show 
business are flocking toward it from 
all sides. As they represent Broad- 
way from the radio viewpoint, the 
ether business harbors contempt 
and little else for them. But the 
agent, along with the rest of Broad- 
way, is being thrust upon inex- 
perienced radio, and along with 
Broadway, radio is getting its first 
knowledge of practical showman- 
ship. 

Going Commercial 


That altruistic angle is just one 
way of viewing the Broadway 
agents’ radio invasion. The other 
angle is commercial, but they go 
together in show business. 

None of the several plans of 
Broadway agents to crash radio by 
concerted action has progressed be- 
yond the discussion stage. Several 
ideas advanced for organization are 
still just ideas. Meantime the agents 
are crashing radio individually 
through their own talent. 

Since the present radio form of 
showmanship is not exactly show- 
manship, but mere good fortune in 

(Continued on page 52) 


Watch for Fast Ones, 
Petrillo Warns Bands 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Band leaders have been advised 
b:- the Chicago Federation of Mu- 
sicians to see that stations picking 
up sustaining programs from dance 
spots don’t pull any commercial an- 
nouncements during the broadcasts. 
Baton boys were told the practice is 
a violation of union rules, and they 
were expected to keep a closer 
check on remote control releases, 

Warning letter, signed by Presi- 
dent James Petrillo, follows: 

‘It has come to my attention that 
certain stations in picking up 
“name” bands from dance halls, 
hotels, etc., have used them as the 
background for commercial an- 
nouncements, This is a violation, 
and everything must be done to 
check it. 

‘The contractors and leaders of 
bands and orchestras whose pro- 
grams are being broadcast by re- 





mote control must see to it that 
these broadcasts are not used for 
commercial purposes. In other 


words, the only announcement per- 
mitted under the rules of this local 
is the name of the band, the name. 
of its leader and the name of the 
place where it is playing. 

‘Kindly give this matter your ser- 
ious attention and watch the broad- 
casts of your orchestra closely, 





Cooking Oil Period 


San Francisco, Nov. 23. 
NBC has a new program, Team 
Mates, sponsored by a cooking oil 
company, on the air every Wednes- 
day night for a half hour period. 
On the program are Betty Kelly, 
soprano; Irving Kennedy, tenor; 


Chisholm. | John and Ned, harmony duo, and 


orchestra directed by Josef 
Hornik, 
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Personal Rep in Booking Office 
For Radio Actors Another Burn Up 





+ 


Internal disorders at one of the 
major networks have uncovered suf- 
ficient to hang several nominally 
important New York execs, with 
the swinging to occur any time 
now, from’ reports. In battling 
among each other, some of the boys 
in the entertainment departments 
are said to have thrown light on 
some things the higher-ups never 
knew before. 

Among angles bared, the one 
eoncerning handling and manhan- 
dling actors is causing the most 
discussion in and out of the net- 
work.. One phase of this under spe- 
cial scrutiny, from accounts, is the 
personal representation gag. Under 
the personal rep system, network 
employees are on artists’ payrolls 
on the side. 

As an artist’s personal rep, a net- 
work employee works for his own 
and his client’s interest while sup- 
posedly receiving a weekiy salary 
to exclusively labor for the net- 
work. In other words, the personal 
side rep is selling actors to his own 
employer, with power to regulate 
the actors’ salaries at both ends. 

Playing Both Ends 

In the radio trade it is considered 
unlikely an artist would bother 
with having and paying a personal 
rep, unless he keeps the salary at 
a satisfactory level. Whether the 
salary is also satisfactory to the 
network and the advertiser, who 
pays it, is left to the personal rep’s 
discretion. 

In no other line is there a system 
under which an employee both buys 
for and sells to his employer. 

A strenuous objection to the per- 
sonal representative idea has come 
unofficially from the advertising 
agencies. Mention of this is reported 
being incorporated in the ad agen- 
cies’ organized complaint over in- 
flated air salaries, shortly to be de- 
livered to all networks and stations. 
The agencies and their advertisers 
regard the personal rep as among 
the several radio salary boosters. 





Fight Union’s Right 
To Fine Insurgents 


Paul B. Roth, a member of New 
York Musicians’ Local No. 802, who 
was fined $500 by the union for 
failing to testify in the proceedings 
to determine who were responsible 
for the promotion of the Musicians’ 


Welfare Association among 802 
members, has sued Edward F. 
Canavan, chairman of the trial 


board which imposed the fine, to 
have the penalty rescinded. 

According to 802’s by-laws, the 
union's officers and trial board are 
given power to call upon any mem- 
ber to testify where belief is held 
that union laws are being violated 
by members along constitutional 
lines. 

Roth’s reported activity in behalf 
of the. welfare association brought 
him up on the carpet. 

The case was to have come up 
before Justice Lewis L. Fawcett in 
New York Supreme Court in Brook- 
lyn Nov. 19, but was postponed. 

Canavan is represented by Attor- 
neys Friedman and Mandel. 





Ruth Etting and CBS_ 


Ruth Etting is going commercial 
on the radio, probably for CBS. She 
may close with the network today 
(Tuesday). 

Miss Etting is reported asking 
$1,000 for one, $2,250 for two, or 
$3,500 for three broadcasts weekly. 


BLUE’S NEW ONE 


Ben Blue is rehearsing a new act 
after a season on the RKO intact 
time. Blue and the Gordon-Yates 
unit featuring him returned from 
the Orph route last week. 

In the final week, Birmingham, 
the unit ran into some money diffi- 


culties necessitating advance of 


railroad fares from New York by 
RKO. This was reported repaid by 
Max Gordon and Irving Yates upon 
settlement of the matter after the 
troupe’s arrival in New York, 


Friml on Wax 


Rudolph Friml is going commer- 
cial via, wax for the Florists’ Tel- 
egraph Delivery Ass'n, 

National Radio is making the 
discs 





WHITEMAN FOR RKO 


Playing 6 or 7 Weeks After New 
Year’s—$7,000 and Transportation 








Paul Whiteman, now in Chicago, 
where he is music director for 
NBC, will play for RKO after Jan. 1 
on an NBC booking at $7,000 week- 
ly, plus transportation for himself 
and band. Six or seven weeks are 
being laid out. 

Whiteman’s last vaudeville date 
was about two years ago, and for 
RKO. 





Texas Guinan Sidesteps 
South—Ez Keogh Urges 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 
Ez Keogh, representing the Na- 
tional Touring Artistes, Inc., was in 


the town last week trying to 
straighten out a contract with 
Texas Guinan, now at the Planet 


Mars cafe here. 

La Guinan has a contract with 
the Touring Artistes which calls for 
about a month’s work down south, 


starting on Thanksgiving. She is 
booked in for two weeks at the 
Club Forest in New Orleans, be- 


sides other dates in Memphis and 
several Texas towns. 

Contract calls for a mutual shar- 
ing arrangement, which gives Miss 
tuinan the first $2,000 and the Na- 
tional Touring Artistes the second 
$2,000. Then $1,000 to La Guinan 
for expenses, and over that total 
figure the two split, according to 
the contract, which is dated Aug. 
17, 1931. 

Entire muddle is the desire of 
Miss Guinan to stick in this town. 
Feels that she’s just going good and 
to leave the town now for a month's 
time would ruin her future chances 
here. 





New Orleans, Nov. 23. 

Club Forrest, local nite club and 
gaming resort, has released Texas 
Guinan from her two weeks’ book- | 
ing. Tex and her girl show were 
booked to open this week under $15,- 
000 guarantee for the fortnight. 

In Guinan’s place, Lew Irwin, the 
club’s New York booker, sent an- 
other troupe down for this week and 
next. It includes Ben Pollack’s or- 
chestra, Evan Burrows Fontaine, 
Sugar Marcel, Jack and Betsy Reese 
and the Pearl Twins. George Mc- 
Queen, m. c., is holding over, 





Town’s Reformer—Mayor 
Drives Trade to Rival 


Minneapolis, Nov. 23. 

Local hotel proprietors and cafe 
and night club operators are up in 
arms at the manner in which the 
present mayor has closed up the 
town. A committee called on his 
honor to induce him to rescind his 
order to enforce the law requiring 
dancing to cease at 1 a. m. 

It was pointed out that business 
is being driven to St. Paul es- 
tablishments and road houses out- 
side the city limits. The mayor 
was adamant and told the hotel and 
night club people they should go 
to the legislature and have the law 
changed. 

Night club interests also are wor- 
ried over the city council’s threat 
to make a 11:30 p. m. town by turn- 
ing off the ornamental lights at 
that early hour as an economy 
measure. 





Concert 





(Continued from page 48) 
songs, as with Ravel's ‘Air du Feu,’ 
there seemed to be too much strain 
in the top notes, which were metal- 
lic. In her songs where tones were 
not forced, her natural voice qual- 
ity showed much continuity in tone 
color. Her intonation seems to be 
faulty. 

Celius Dougherty 


accompanied 
with much effect. 





Sidney Sukoenig, pianist, played 
at Carnegie Hall to a large audi- 
ence, 

His program had a ‘free concert 
arrangement,’ announced as _ his 
own, which was originally done by 
Carl Phillip Emanuel, 





John McCormack opened his pro- 
gram at Carnegie Hall with a 15th 
Century German love song, to an 
audience that overflowed. 





Changing Crowd 


Swift switch of the nite 
crowd following is bringing 
out how limited that crowd is 
becoming in New York. 





One nite club operating 
group, already sensing this 
situation, is now forestalling 


it by opening its own opposi- 
tion. Each new place is a 
class joint, calculated to sur- 
pass the previous one in ap- 
pearance. ° 

3y this means outside op- 
position is also held off, 

With the old style nite club 
virtually now passe and the 
stereotyped cabaret floor show 
such as the Hollywood's draw- 
ing mostly the cheap tran- 
sient trade, the side street re- 
sorts now have only to com- 
pete with themselves. 

Looks as though the mob 
thing will shortly have this 
reduced to a midtown monop- 
oly. 


PERKING UP MUSIC 
DEPT. AT CH NBC 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

NBC musical department is un- 
dergoing the throes of a general un- 
scrambling and reorganization at 
the local studios. After finally get- 
ting the production department set 
into its groove, official attention was 
directed to the fact that the mu- 
sical setup had so far escaped an 
upheaval. It was then decided to 
do something about it, with the re- 
sult that a flock of staff musicians 
were handed their notice, a band 
leader was let out and the tnit's 
chief concert maestro was stripped 
of his ace commercial. 

Jules Herbuveaux, who had been 
with the studios for over a year, 
was the conductor counted out, with 
Harold Stokes already picked to re- 
place him. Stokes, who juggles the 
baton for the Willys-Overland show 
over the same network Sunday 
nights, comes in with his own men. 
After being on the account for 
three years, Josef Koestner, rated 
as the toprunger of local radio con- 
cert conductors, was told that here- 
after his spot on the Friday evening 
Armour program would be filled by 
Leroy Shields, the unit’s general 
musical director. At the same time 
it was decreed that Don Bernard 
was out as the show’s producer and 
that Shields handle this assignment 
as well as the conducting. Shields’ 
other commercial is the Minneap- 
olis Honeywell program Sunday 
afternoon. It is assumed that Her- 
buveaux’s commercials, which in- 
clude the Sunday evening Jolly 
Time Revue, will be shifted to 
Harry Kogen, who completes the 
studio’s list of staff conductors. 


All Brothers 

Many of the musicians let out 
had been with the network unit 
here for years. They took their 
grievances to Jimmy Petrillo, their 
union boss. Petrillo didn’t like the 
idea of this wholesale shooing out 
-of the studio’s oldtimers, but there 
was nothing he could do about it, 
since the men replacing them were 
also members of the same union 
and in equally good standing. 

Rehiring of men and reshuffling 
of band units are being made under 
Shields’ direction. His assignment 
is to bring the local studios’ units 
up to the status of the combinations 
in NBC’s New York quarters and 
to that end engage the best men 
available in Chicago. 

Recently the network’s local execs 
agreed that practically all the sus- 
taining programs on schedule out of 
Chicago had outlived their reason 
for existence, and the program de- 
partment was instructed to get to- 
gether with Shields and frame a 
flock of shows to replace them. 
Assignment has already been car- 
ried out, on paper, with the sug- 
gestions now lying on John Royal's 
desk in New York awaiting ap- 
provaL 

















KOA’s 50,000 
Denver, Nov. 23. 

Final approval for increasing the 
power of KOA from 12,500 to 50,000 
watts has been granted by the Fed- 
eral radio commission. 

Construction on a new transmit- 
ter, located some distance from 
Denver, with studios downtown, will 
be started soon, 





Plug Out for Vaude 
Gloomchasers, sponsored GBS ra- 
dio act showing in vaudeville for 
RKO at the Royal, New York, this 








Many encores. 


week, is. eliminating any mention 
of Tastyeast in its billing. 


Radio and B’way 





(Continued from page 51) 


grabbing successful talent, radio is 
entirely dependent on the talent 
source for life. Radio showmanship 
by radio ‘showmen’ is merely a mat- 
ter of locating good talent and pre- 
senting it in unadulterated form. 
Few important production ideas 
have as yet been created within 
radio to embellish the talent, with 
the talent itself still 100% more 
important to a show on the air than 
anywhere else. And that talent is 
confined to singing and _ talking, 
which is another puzzle for radlo’s 
unshowmanly ‘showmen.’ 


Just Cheating Now 


Some Broadway agents are show- 
men with ideas besides commission 
grabbing. Other agents without 
ideas do know something about tal- 
ent. What ali good Broadway 
agents, with and without ideas, pos- 
sess, is actors, and actors are needed 
by radio. To get the actors, radio 
has been finding it necessary lately 
to take their agents also. Through 
this channel is radio losing its ama- 
teur status. 

So far the Firth Avenue and 
Broadway boys haven't really com- 
menced to co-operate. At this early 
stage it’s mostly a case of cheating 
cheaters. 

While knowing more about talent, 
the Broadway agents also know 
something else radio doesn’t know— 
value and salaries. But radio is 
taking lessons in that, too, from the 
agents. 

Grifting and commish gypping are 
so prevalent in radio, say the Broad- 
way agents, it’s necessary for them 
to gyp along in self-defense. Actors 
are being overpaid in an unneces- 
sary number of cases on the air, the 
Broadway agents declare, but the 
chief reason for inflated salaries, 
they add, is inflated commish and 
side-coin taking. 

An instance that occurred recently 
in the artist bureau of one of the 
major networks is one out of count- 
less perfect examples. The net- 
work, in behalf of an advertiser, 
made an offer to a stage player 
through the player’s Broadway 
agent. The agent quoted the artist’s 
salary at $750. The network coun- 
tered with an offer of $650. The 
agent finally convinced the artist to 
accept the $650 and the deal was 
made, 

Knew Something 

Meanwhile the artist bureau heard 
that the agent knew something 
about the advertiser’s talent budget 
that he shouldn’t have known. So 
the network’s artist bureau turned 
around and voluntarily boosted the 
salary to the artist’s original ask- 
ing price, $750. 

The fact was that the agent didn’t 
know the advertiser's budget, but he 
did know show business. And to 
show business radio’s grift is just a 
bit old-fashioned. 

One Broadway agent who recently 
sought to bring a direct contact be- 
tween his field and radio is Arthur 
Lyons of Lyons & Lyons. Led by 
Lyons, the 24 Equity-franchised 
agents, representing most of the 
legit and musical talent, presented 
to Equity’s council a plan for a mu- 
tually operated clearing house for 
all talent represented by them. A 
financing plan included involved an 
operating fund to be contributed by 
the agents and underwritten by Dr. 
William Sirovich, the banker. This 
idea has been under the Equity 
council’s consideration for more 
than a month, with no action taken. 

Claude Bostock, another Broad- 
way agent, attempted to sell a cen- 
tral casting bureau plan to the ad- 
vertising agencies representing 
radio’s source of income—the ad- 
vertiser. This was temporarily re- 
jected, with the agencies now work- 
ing on an idea of their own. 


Monte Brice and Bill Rowland, 
two former Broadwayites with more 
than the average knowledge of radio 
through their own radio disc firm, 
Famous Artists, are working on the 
Broadway agents for representation 
rights. Theirs is not an organiza- 
tiion idea, but more of a contact ar- 
rangement for agents with radio. 


Later on, the Broadway agents 
figure, radio will find out how to use 
them for more than merely supply- 
ing talent that’s already established. 
The show business uses its agents 
also for finding new material and 
standardizing salaries ag much as 
singular talent can be standardibed. 

By Broadway agent is meant a 
proper and helpful business repre- 
sentative for actors, not the radio 
declarers-in who have created the 
four-way commish split and boosted 
radio salaries sky-high at the ad- 
vertisers’ expense. 

It’s an axiom of the show busi- 
ness that a good agent is always an 





asset to both manager and actor. 


Repeater Station Voted | 
Down by Commission Is 
Surprise to Columbia 


Chicago, Noy. 23. 
Federal Radio Commission hag 
turned down the request of CBS ta 
establish a subtransmitter, or ré<« 


peater station, in Washington for 
station WABC of New York. 


Ruling is an unexpected setback, 
since both of the big networks favor 
repeater stations as a matter of fu- 
ture policy, although they are 
strongly opposed by all local radio 
interests, 

Tom Stevenson, representative of 
independent station owners, at first 
bitterly fought repeater stations and 
the entire idea back of them, put 
later gave Columbia his official 
blessing. Since then Stevenson has 
established a radio publication. 

Federal Commission's vote on the 
thing was three to two—Commis- 
sioners Saltzman, Sykes and Star« 
buck against, as against the support 
of Commissioners Lafount and Rob- 
inson. The negatives are reported 
to have acted on the reasoning that 
charges of monooly against the net« 
works might be raised if the repeat« 
er station principle was established, 








WCHI Wins Ist Skirmish 
With Federal Commission 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Restraining order obtained by 
Station WCHI from the U. S. Cir« 
cuit Court of Appeals here at the 
eleventh hour prevented the Fede 
eral Radio Commission’s padlock<« 
ing the outlet Saturday (21). Under 
the court’s ruling the barred sta- 
tion continues broadcasting until 
the U. S. Court of Appeals of the 
District of Columbia grants a hear- 
ing on WCHI’s appeal against the 
action of the commission. 

WCHI's share of its wave length 
was assigned by the commission to 
WCKY, Covington, Ky., three weeks 
ago, with the Chicago station or- 
dered to quit broadcasting within 
a period of 20 days. Latter mean- 
time appealed to the District of Co- 
lumbia court for both an appeal 
from the commission’s decision and 
a restraining order barring thé 
commission from shutting it off thé 
ether until the case could be tried; 

Last Friday the Washington jure 
ists notified WCHI that they fa- 
vored granting it a hearing on the 
case but they were against issuing 
a stay order restraining the coms 
mission from putting its ousting 
order into effect Saturday morning; 





PALACE HOTEL 


(SAN FRANCISCO) 
San Francisco, Nov. 17. 

In Mahlon Merrick’s Vagabondé 
the Palace has probably the coun- 
try’s first radio band to be trans- 
planted to a dance job. Vags, as & 
group, are new to  dining-room 
dancing, but they’ve been playing 
to big air audiences for over a year 
on an NBC western hookup, and 
also on a_ transcontinental line 
NBC Artists’ Bureau sold the Pal- 
ace this new dance combo under an 
arrangement which also . permits 
Merrick’s presence at the nearby 
radio studios whenever he has proe 
grams. 

Vagabonds have several things to 
fight on this job. One is the Palm 
Court’s high-domed ceiling which 
detracts from the spot’s intimate 
appeal and even affects the remote 
control broadcasting by allowing 
echoes to creep in. Additionally, 
the place lacks sex appeal; i. e., who 
wants to buy cigarets from @ 4T< 
year-old male cig peddler? 

Merrick’s 14-piece dance combo !s 
a whiz and includes some of the 
best dance men in town, all young 
and with plenty of ability. A pip of 
a guitarist and okay trumpets and 
piano. That’s not excluding the rest 
a the bunch who have plenty on the 

all. 

In addition to the band, NBC also 
sold the Palace a flock of featured 
vocalists, including Clarence Haye% 
pop baritone with guitar and plenty 
good; Ted White, peach tenor, 
Coquettes, fem trio of merit, and 
Betty Kelly, soprano, whose voice 
is too fragile for a spot like bt 





Hager Back at G E. J 

Kolin D, Hager, one of radios 
pioneer announcers, who held the 
mike at WGY from station's earli- 
est days, has returned to the Gene 
eral Electric Company's Schenec- 
tady studio in his former capacity 
as manager. 

After serving as announcer 
then as manager of WGY for 5! d 
seven years, Hager accepted an 0 m 
fer of a similar post in wester 
New York. 
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Whiteman Plus Slim Waistline and 
No Mustache, Gives Capacity Concert 











Chicago, Nov. 23. 


Paul Whiteman again explored the 
porder line between jazz and sym- 
phonic music at the Studebaker the- 
atre yesterday (Sunday) afternoon 
on his first concert appearance in 
four years. Event wasa sellout, with 
standees drawing every musician of 
note in Chicago area and refresh- 
ened and re-established appreciation 
of Whiteman as a musical pioneer. 
It also outlined more sharply 
his value as a salesman and a 
deluxe window dresser for the Chi- 
cago branch of NBC, where he holds 
the title of music supervisor. In 
fact, Whiteman is the only person- 
ality NBC has in Chicago. 

Program interest centered in two 
new compositions by Ferde Grofe 
and one by David Guion, who inter- 


preted ‘Shingandi’ on the piano, 
proving himself as able at execu- 
tion as at creation. Guion is one of 


the most unusual figures in contem- 
porary music, having started as a 
champion cowboy in Texas. His 
composition alternates passages of 
beauty with others of power. Guion 
was so bashful and self-effacing he 
materially weakened his own ova- 
tion. 

Recently completed ‘Grand Canyon 
Suite’ of Grofe was the longest on 
the program, and in its fifth move- 
ment, interpretive of a storm, kept 
Grofe taking bends afterward for a 
couple of minutes. Knute Rockne 
tone poem earlier in the program 
was another Grofe triumph. 

George Gershwin sent Whiteman 
a set of specially tuned automobile 
honking horns of the old-fashioned 
type to fit into ‘An American in 
Paris. That was held for the finale. 

On the opening end were three 
arrangements by Roy Bargy, name- 
ly, ‘Peanut Vendor,’ ‘Waltz Caprice’ 
and ‘Sylvia.’ In the latter number 
Jack Fulton, jr., through a mega- 
phone became one of the two indi- 
vidual hits of the program, the other 
being Mildred Bailey, who assassi- 
nated her audience with a couple of 
Dixie ballads. 

‘Manhattan Serenade,’ chopsticks 
and Mike Pingatore’s reliable break- 
neck banjo playing completed the 
program, which consisted of nine 
items. 

Audience buzzed with comment 
when Whiteman first came on, for 
the king of jazz has cut his former 
waist line in half. His usual mus- 
tache was also absent. Land. 


New and Old 


Will Osborne’s orchestra opened 
at the Delmonico Club, New York 
City, Saturday (21). 

Harry Jentes added to pro. staff 
of Davis, Coots & Engel. 

Johnny Hamp’s band goes into the 
Laurie Hotel, St. Paul, Thanksgiv- 
ing Day. 

Harry Owens’ combo opens at the 

Westward Ho hotel, Phoenix, Ariz., 
Nov. 24, for the winter. 
_ Casa Loma band, after an en- 
eagement at Roseland, ballroom, 
New York, has gone on a tour of 
one-niters through the east. 











JESTERS LEAVE WHITEMAN 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 
King’s Jesters pull out of the 
Paul Whiteman menage Dec. 5, 
with the Three Nightcaps already 


set to replace them. 

Jesters, whose names are Francis 
Bastow, George Howard, John Ra- 
cencroft and Ray McDermott, have 
been with Whiteman for over a 
year, 





TREMAINE’S VAUDE BOW 

Paul Tremaine’s band, which 
Played at a Broadway Chinkery for 
a long time, opens at Loew’s State 


Dec. 5. It’s Tremaine’s initial vaude 
trip. 
f Booking is just for the week so 
ar 
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MAKING IT TOUGH FOR 
ARTISTS’ CUT-IN CREDITS 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has decided 
that a song carrying the name of an 
artist as a writer or co-writer, or 
which it is claimed an artist wrote 
or helped to write, must be sub- 
mitted to the Society before it can 
be published. 

Society took this action after one 
publisher presented a song to the 
Board of Directors, written by a 
non-member of the American So- 
ciety, which bore the name of a 
popular artist as a co-writer. Pub- 
lisher believed it was a ecut-in and 
asked the Society to investigate. 
Latter found it was a cut-in tune 
and prohibited any of its publisher- 
members from publishing the song. 





Chicago Recordings 
For Victor Made in 
NBC Studio—Economy 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 





This is recording wee": at the 
NEC studios here. Both out of 
economy and convenience, RCA 


Victor has arranged to take over 
one of the broadcasting salons for 
a heavy schedule of wax inscribing. 
It’s the first time that these two 
children of the RCA family have 
got together on sharing quarters. 

Recording crew, under Fred Erd- 
man, came in from Camden and set 
up their portable recording equip- 
ment in one of the control rooms. 
Among the bands listed for waxing 
during the stay are Wayne King, 
Paul Whiteman and Ted Weems. 
Mildred Bailey is also down for a 
few platters. 

When the lease on Victor’s old 
studios in the Edith Rockefeller Mc- 
Cormick block expired recently, the 
recording company decided not to 
renew but instead save money by 
doubling up with NBC, 

Last time a Camden crew was in 
Chicago for a mess of waxing it 
got into a jam with the musicians’ 
union. President James Petrillo 
learned after the recorders had left 
that Victor had made several for- 
eign inscriptions of a non-union 
Polish band. When a union rep as- 
signed by Petrillo to investigate the 
incident failed to get any satisfac- 
tion out of the local Victor office, 
the recording company was put on 
the call list. Matter was subse- 
quently straightened out and the 
unfair plaster lifted. 

After arranging to use the NBC 
studio to make Victor phonograph 
records, it was discovered the port- 
able equipment was too cumbersome 
to fit into the broadcasting control 
room, so the equipment and crew 
from Camden are now doing their 
stuff in the ballroom of the Hotel 
Webster. 





POWERS’ FREED BUY 
UA-SB DEAL NEAR 


Los . Angeles, Nov. 23. 

Louis Bernstein, due here Wednes- 
day (25), is on a possible publishing 
deal between United Artists and 
Shapiro-Bernstein. 

Arthur Freed got in yesterday 
(22), a freelance after selling his in- 
terest in Freed-Powers Music to 
Richard Powers. 

Local home office of F-P will be 
abandoned but Tubby Garron stay: 
here as Southern California rey 


FREE TO CHARGE 


ERPI AT WILL 


It is doubtful if the majority of 


the popular music publishers will 
enter into another contract with 
ERPI after the expiration of the 
present agreement, at the end of 
1932. 

Popular publishers declare that 
out of the approximate $300,000 
which John Paine is holding for the 


publishers as ERPI’s payment for 


1931, the popular publishers will 
only receive about $75,000. It is ex- 
pected that over $250,000 of this 


money will be distributed to four or 
five publishers, those who have mo- 
tion picture catalogs like Sam Fox 
Music and Photoplay Music. This 
will leave about $75,000 to be shared 
among the pop. publishers like 
Shapiro-Bernstein, Witmarks, etc. 
Some of these large pop publishers 
will only receive $5,000 as their 
share of the ERPI money for the 
full year of 1931. 

Pop publishers state that what- 
ever of their music was used was 
because it became necessary; fitted 
the action, scene, etc. In that way, 
say the publishers, they could have 
received much more from ERPI 
without a contract, permitting them 
to demand whatever they believed 
proper for the use of their songs. 
This, say the publishers, is what 
they intend to do after 1932, when 
the present contract expires. 

They vow now that they will not 
enter into any more blanket agree- 
ments with ERPI. 





Hart-Rogers as Harms’ 
5th Publishing Subsid 


Harms has formed a new music 
publishing subsidiary, called Rodart, 
Inc. Lorenz Hart and Dick Rogers 
are the members. Harms will be 
the selling agent for all songs writ- 
ten by Rogers and Hart, with the 
team sharing in financia] returns. 

Rodart is the fifth subsid for 
Harms. 





Blue Rhythm in Harlem 


Mills’ Blue Rhythm band goes 
into the Cotton Club, Harlem, Jan. 
8, to sub for Cab Calloway’s or- 
chestra during the time the latter is 
on the road for Publix. 

Calloway will play eight 
for Publix out of town. 


weeks 





Buck’s Speech Leaked at ‘Secret 
Meetinop—Are Publishers Burning? 





Musie publishers are burning over 
a speech by Gene Buck, president 
of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers, to 
the songwriters at the general 
meeting of the Songwriters Pro- 
tective Association. 


All songwriters present at the 
meeting were under oath to keep 


everything said at the meeting to 
himself, and while the S.P.A. was 
willing to give out information con- 
cerning its petition to the Amer- 
ican Society for a change in the 
duration of membership, it would 
not discuss anything else. 
Nevertheless it didn't take long 
for the publishers to hear that Buck 
made a fiery address in which he 
stated he believed the songwriters 
are entitled to their demands, and 
that he could not see nothing wrong 
with the basic minimum contract 
presented to the publishers. There 
was also much talk about the ERPI 
rights, which the songwriters are 
after to gain an equal share with 
the publishers. Buck was appointed 
a committee of one to negotiate a 





new contract with ERPI in the in- 
terests of the songwriters. 

Buck told the songwriters that 
he would continue to protect their 
interests in the Society. He is re- 
ported to have put in a heavy slam 


for the publishers and is said to 
have declared that he would not sit 
down to eat with them. 


The Fireworks 

As soon as the publishers heard 
about it, the fireworks started. They 
say that Buck should have re- 
mained neutral in the whole situa- 
tion between songwriters and pub- 
lishers. 

At the meeting the 
declared that they would give 
publishers until Dec. 1, to 
the bs minimum contract. 
they will do if the 
act, wasn’t stated. 

Appointment of Buck as a 
mittee of one to negotiate a new 
with ERPI is a surprise to 
still own the 


songwriters 
the 


isic 


com- 


contract 


the publishers. They 


copyrights and declare the song- 
writers haven't anything to offer 
ERPIL. 








act on | 
What | 
publishers fail to | 


}San Diego 


Composers Want 5-Yr. Soc. Members 
Extended to Life; Enlist Copeland's Aid 





‘MILLS BUYS OTHER OLD 


WATERSON COPYRIGHTS 


Mills Musi ha completed ne- 
Otiations to take over from Henry 
Waterson and the latter’s wife, all 
songs not included in the Waterson, 
Berl & Sy le tal which 
li ‘ Irving ‘Trust 
Company for $12,500 
New deal includes the tunes pub- 
ished by the first Irvin Berlin, Inc., 
company to be formed and which 
were not secured by the present 
Irving Berlin company. About 1929, 


the present Irving Berlin company 
purchased from Henry Waterson all 
written by Irving and 
copyrighted by the first Berlin com- 
pany, which Waterson later took 
over. Waterson at that time had 
threatened to put them on the mar- 
ket again ata 

Mills now gets 
lished by the 
firm which were 
ing Berlin. 

In the same deal Mills takes over 
the catalog of Gordon & Rich, cur- 
rent publishers, who were financed 
by Henry Waterson. 


songs Berlin 


price. 

all the xs pub- 
first Irving Berlin 
not written by Irv- 


very low 


sons 





WB Engages Its Own 
Sheetlegger Prosecutor; 
Says Am. Soc. Flopped 


Warner Music Holders Corpora- 
tion has engaged Paul Fischoff, for- 
merly with the Music Publishers’ 


Protective Association, to run down 


and 
peddlers of bootleg sheet lyrics. 

Warner is interested in curbing 
the evil because of its large music 
interests. It believes the American 
Society hasn’t been very success- 
ful in its attempt to eliminate the 
bootleg sheets, therefore is going 
after the vendors and printers it- 
self. 

Warner will make the necessary 
charges against vendors and also 
prosecute. 


and prosecute’ distributors 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

ASCAP is still taking socks at 
Sam Gordon, who has been hauled 
before the judge for distributing 
bootleg song sheets. After having 
been plastered $100 on this offense 
a month ago, Gordon was nabbed 
last week on the same charge and 
placed under a $1,600 bond for his 
appearance in court. 

Ticketed against him are com- 
plaints of disorderly conduct and a 
new one, of deceptive advertising. 
Fake advertising based on the par- 
ody angle. 


SOCIETY’S REP’S VISIT 

Hugo Bryk, Berlin rep for the 
American Society of Composers, 
Atithors & Publishers, and Dr. Car- 
dell Viereun, Havana, rep, are both 
in New York. 

They will go over the foreign sit- 
uation on performing rights with 
the Society while here. 


; wants to 








At a general meeting of the Song- 
writers’ Protective Association 
Wednesday (18), the songwriters 
decided to petition the American 
Society of Composers, Authors & 


| Publishers for a general meeting for 
| the 


the five- 
Society to 


purpose of changing 

year membership in the 
life membership. 
According to the rules of the So- 


ciety, at least 25 of its members are 
necessary for a general meeting. 
iS. P. A. got the signature of 30 of 
its members on the petition and 


sent it to the Society. 

Reported that the songwriters de- 
cided on this step as a measure to 
assure the American Society that it 
perpetuate it instead of 
combat it, as was rumored in some 
circles. Songwriters eager to see 
what the publishers’ reaction to this 
amendment will be, for the 
writers declare that the publishers 
have continually charged the S. P. 
A. with striving to disrupt the 
American Society. 

Since the American Society has 
nearly 700 songwriter - members, 
with 480 also members of the S. P. 
A., and only about 100 publisher- 
members, it is felt that if the song- 
writers are earnest about putting 
this amendment into law, it can do 
so. Each vote, whether publisher or 
songwriter, counts the same in the 


(Continued on page 53) 


song- 


Tri-City’s Union Clash 
May Give Dav. 2 Symphs 


Davenport, Ia., Nov. 23. 

A deficit in the Tri-City Sym- 
phony orchestra with subsequent 
attempt at economy has precipi- 
tated clash with the local musicians’ 
union and as a result the commun- 
ity may have two symphony organ- 
as long as they last. 

When the symphony was organ- 
ized a peace pact was made with 
the union, with the players, the ma- 








jority of whom were recruited 
from amateur ranks, joining the 
union. They received a minimum 


of $3 for each of 22 rehearsals and 
$5 each for five concerts. Thirty- 
one received this minimum and 20 
others were paid a slightly higher 
seale. Directors of the orchestra 
tried to cut the scale to $1 for 20 
rehearsals and $3 for each of five 
concerts, with first and second chair 
players receiving proportionately 
higher compensation. The row 
started over classification of players 
for the higher scale. 

A score of union members re- 
signed to retain their places with 
the older orchestra, with about a 
dozen of the veteran union members 
absent at the first rehearsal. The 
Symphony’s announcement that it 
would proceed with its programs on 
an open shop basis was answered 
two days later by announcement by 
Ray F. Otto, secretary of the union, 
that a new symphony orchestra will 
be organized with membership of 
union players in good standing. 

Meanwhile the opening concert of 
the Tri-City Symphony, set for Dec. 
6 with Coe Glade, soloist, as guest 
star, has been postponed and the 
season is not scheduled to start now 
until Dee. 20. 





LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 





| JOSEF CHERNIAVSKY | 
And His 


SYMPHO-SYNCOPATORS 


Incorporated 
Just finished 20 sensational weeks at 
Hotel Gibson and WLW. Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Now En Koute Ohio 
Theatres and HKallrooms 


For Open Time Address Alexander Moore, 
Fountain Square Bldg., Cincinnati 


JACK CRAWF ORD) 


“THE CLOWN PRINCE OF JAZZ” 
and His ORCHESTRA 
Currently Featured at 


GEO. OLSEN’S CLUB 


CULVER CITY, CALIF. 
Direction—Music Corp. of Amer. 
Gene Quaw and his band losed 
the Cosmopolitan hotel, Denver 
Nov. 18, to open at the hcl ¢ eZ 


Nov a | 








| MAX FISHER | 


AND HIS CALIFORNIANS 
Touring RKO Circuit 


Exclusively WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 
Palace Theatre =e. New York 





| TED LEWIS | 


LOEW'S, SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
Exclosive Columbia Recording Artist 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Personal Representative 
il. HAROLD GUMM 
1540 Bro: adway New York 


GEORGE OLSEN | 





AND HIS MUSIC 
Now Playing at 
THE CLUB RICHMAN 


Direction; MUSIC CORP. OF AM. 
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Englewood 

Very ordinary spread of five 
showing acts at last Tuesday eve’s 
preview, topped by Ike Rose’s Mid- 
gets, which replaced usual five addi- 
tional regulars. 

On the preview bill Keyes and 
Kennedy, colored hoofers, opened to 
mediocre returns due to an ordinary 
routine. Patsy and Pobbie Ray, two 
eirls, with one working in boy at- 
tire. Outside of not making their 
lines heard the rest of their routine 
was so jumbled that nothing could 
save it. 

First ray of something appeared 
In the Three Cossacks, roller 
skaters, with a neat setting around 


them and speed. Harold Pulse, weak 
toned baritone, recently in an or- 
chestral presentation at the Chi- 
cago, failed to make headway here. 
Hall and Barber, female imper- 
sonators, started off okay, but 
tipped themselves off too soon it 
appeared. If they can get together 
on routine might show better re- 
sults. 
Hose’s Midgets put 
show for better than 20 minutes and 
could have stuck longer. Little 
people haven’t any band with them 
this time but make up for it with 
snappy numbers. 
‘East of Borneo’ (U.) feature. 
Span. 


on a good 





ta 


Warner’s Hollywood 
(Continued from page 31) 


more in keeping with the theatre 
than the five vaudeville acts booked 
into the Downtown, while budgets 
total about the same. For his sec- 
ond week Stafford is presenting 
most of the material he used in a 
previous week at the Paramount and 
justifying the outfit’s reputation as 
an entertaining band. 

Included among these items are a 
rhythmic lighting spectacle done 
with baby spots and casting huge 
shadows of the musicians against 
the back drop in speedy succession; 
an old-time vaudeville bill impres- 
gion, using the Florodora Sextet 
burlesque and a comedy quartet 
with gestures, plus the inevitable 
gong and dance team. There’s also 
a@ vocal quintet from the band and 
a couple of symphonic pops, round- 
ing out a session that would do 
credit to any musical crew. 

Only additional bookings were 
Maxine (Tut) Mace in an upright 
splits routine, and Beatrice Kay, 
blues singer, who did her stuff hot 
and naughty with a burleycue snap- 
ping of the stomach for a finish. 
Miss Mace added to the male pulse 
beats also by breaking a shoulder 
strap in the middle of her routine, 
and quit cold after a few futile at- 
temps to keep herself covered while 
dancing. The Kay girl should be 
toned down a bit, but otherwise the 
girls fit in nicely. 

No production aside from the reg- 
ulation band platform and a draped 
stage. Before the stage show Gay- 
lord Carter at the organ requested 
the customers to sing the songs of 
their favorite radio entertainers as 
a form of popularity contest, but the 
little Thursday afternoon audience 
was in no mood. Even without the 
response, however, Carter managed 
to inject some warmth into the pro- 
ceedings. 

An overlong series of Viatphone 
shorts had Ted Husing’s ‘Sport 
Slants,’ Booth Tarkington's ‘Snakes 
Alive’ and ‘The Naggers’ Anniver- 
sary.’ Bang. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Nov. 21. 
Fanchon & Marco’s ‘Art Gallery,’ 
vaude unit, does not rank with F. & 
M.'s better shows, as caught. How- 


eae | 


cuncaey> A OR Ty 
IN HOTEL LIVING 


KNICKERBOCKER 


HB ADJOINING PALMOLIVE BLOG (OPPOSITE THE DRAKE) 
SPECIAL RATES TO THE PROFESSION 








fy STANDARD gIYE 


DOLLAR RO 
orreway 








ever, it gets over as an attraction 
helped by the F. & M. reputation. 
The real punch comes from Abe Ly- 
man’s band doing three fast num- 
bers in the pit while otherwise 
handing the unit consistent accom- 
paniment. With Ron and Don, twin 
organologists, house feature, the 
show as a whole is better than aver- 
age support for ‘Ambasador Bill’ 
(Fox) which needs it. Looks like 


a good week and maybe $20,000 with 


Thanksgiving Day holiday helping. 
The reputation angle that’s big 
enough to shove over entertainment 
like this unit, grows out of the con- 
sistent showing of F. & M. here, and 
makes ‘Art Gallery’ an exception. 
Customers have been trained to ac- 
cept the units as standard through 
consistency. 


Altogether they represent a cer- 
tain value to customers, especially 
the shoppers, making the units a 
definite drawing power. That’s 
limited this week but it’s felt. 

What's wrong with ‘Art Gallery’ 
is its lack of punchy humor. What- 
ever laughs are provided come after 
half the unit time has passed when 
Eddie Cole in sculptor smock and 
beret pulls that old one about di- 
recting Chaplin in a film. The 
house goes dark for a showing of 
one of the old Chaplin silents while 
Cole in front of the screen chatters 
synchronously to the characters on 
the screen. It was a howl here. 
After that is the biggest en- 
semble of posing work, tumbling 
and acrobatic work seen, five turns 
taking part while Marion Marclay 
and Kathryn Whitmore sing. The 
:.tting is the interior of a museum 
sculpture room and the performers 
are bronzed or silvered, posing as 
statues when the traveler moves. 
Artistic enough but running around 
14 minutes without a word spoken 
and no modern tune or even a step, 
it reacts to slow reception. 
Performers who sound new to the 
East include Herculean Trio, Mavis 
and Ted, LaMarr Brothers, Olla and 
Lester and the Cachalots, all differ- 
ent and all good. That’s the third 
scene in the unit. Opening is 
against a drop painted as the facade 
of an ‘Art Museum.’ Cole, the Three 
Society Steppers, and Felovis show 
here besides Josephine the Monk, 
famous picture chimp. The chimp 
is lost, however, without an an- 
nouncement as to its identity and it 
doesn’t do anything anyway. 

Cole pantos here while the trio of 
male dancers do standard routines 
made attractive through unison 
work and their formal afternoon 
clothes. Felovis juggles in usual 
style, a bit off when caught, but on 
too long before Cole and one the 
stepping boys reach out for ‘one’ 
stage and comedy chatter inter- 
change. 

Cole has a knack of mixing his 
dialects that may or may not be 
okay. Apparently he means to do 
Dutch comic or maybe Hebe. The 





RKO | STATE. LAKE 


Chicago 


“SUICIDE FLEET” 


singing that Marion Barclay and 
Kathryn Whitmore accomplish in 
the statuary number is to slow 
music while the tumbling acts per- 
form. The two girls, first individ- 
ually and later in duet rise from 
still postures as bronzed figures to 





BILL BOYD JAMES GLEASON 
ROB'T ARMSTRONG - - GINGER ROGERS 
AN RKO-PATHE 


lightly yodel a waltz. Pit music al- 
ways helping. 
Can’t be any doubt that Lyman is 





growing here as grosses are uphold- 








Opening Monday, Nov. 30th 
CORT THEATRE. Matinees 
Wedensday and Saturday 
—, D. WILCK Presents 
New Comedy 


“THIS WEAKER SEX” 


By LEONARD IDE 
With a Great Cast 





besides making regulars out of cus- 
tomers. Lyman’s two weekly 
broadcasts also help his draw here. 

Outside this one house, however, 





Brooklyn today looks to be the in- 











THEATRICAL CUTS 





dustry’s laboratory. 
downtown sector where its principal 
spots are located can be found four 
distinctive show techniques. In- 
cludes the bigger’ circuits like 

















InuSTITUTION 


- Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


Ree 


INTERNATIONALS 


air 


Brooklyn's 


Loew’s, Par, RKO besides Fox. 
Warners play the Strand as a 
straight film de luxer and it ranks 
lowest of the five. Maybe that 
means something. 

How many of the four or which is 
the most consistent money maker 
insiders know best. However, all 
four and without exception point a 
definite estimation on the value of 
stage support, in bigger houses at 
least. 

Against the Fox FProoklyn, the 
Paramount is currently offering a 
show colossus including Russ Co- 
lumbo and Kate Smith. That’s in 
addition to a specially built unit 
show including a line of girls and 
a proved film, ‘Touchdown’ (Par) 
which is holding over at the Broad- 
way Par. The Brooklyn Par is sure 
to cut into some of Fox’s b. 0. The 
houses are close neighbors. Shan. 


MICHIGAN 


Detroit, Nov. 23. 


Show built for six days and 
working up to the entrance of 
Brooke Johns as house m. c. is a 
good layout for entertainment. Run- 
ning a little long, the usual between 
shows tightening should speed it 
up and make it stand out. Titled 
‘Rhythm and Color,’ taking the 
color angle from the studio and ar- 
tist drops. 

Show has Violet Carson as the 
standout in performance. Girl who 
has just left RKO after three years 
opens here and can play anything, 
picture house or vaude. 

Without an overture the entire 
orchestra of 24 men on the stage 
gives a lot of color to the music 
and helps the show get started. The 





six trumpets with the ‘Pilgrims 
Chorus’ from ‘Tannhauser,’ are a 
thrill. Musicians are dressed in 


smocks and berets. Drop is a large 
pallette with paint brushes, etc., 
embellishing. Motif allows for a lot 
of color. 

Monroe and Grant with a tram- 
poline get on and off to a nice hand. 
Marrietta doing a nice acrobatic 
routine looks well. Girls take a 
little long to get started but get 
over. 

The punch act is Miss Carlson, 
with hoke that fits her, and she 
makes every bit of it count. Com- 
ing on with entrance music that 
was ragged at opening show she 
didn’t let that affect her perform- 
ance. She got going early and built 
up to a burlesque tango with an 
unbilled man and finished a show 
stopper. Lee. 


Paramount, Newark 


Newark, Nov. 21. 


If they come to cry over the 
Chatterton picture, ‘Once a Lady,’ 
there is plenty of fun and life in 
the stage vaude to offset the tears 
Six Gay Gordons start with 
plenty of verve, using three bag- 
pipes, two drums and a bass drum. 
The two girls dance and two men 
join them, then one sings a Scotch 
song with an authentic accent. A 
sword dance and a bass drum solo 
follow. Risley work concludes with 
the understanders holding as many 
as three, with the poses artistic as 
well as skillful. During these one 
man does fast spins, ending each 
with daring no-hand somersaults. 
Special set used. They deserved 
the warm welcome. 

Roy Rogers as a souse does much 
clever tumbling, eats goldfish and 
has a hilarious time, as does the 
house. As rough an act as has 
shown here is Jack McBride with 
two girls and a man. The knock- 
about stuff is relished and reaches 
a high point when McBride smashes 
to bits a ukelele on the man’s head. 
It all goes great. Lewis and Dody 
use their ‘Hello’ song most of the 
time, also the amusing ventriloquist 
bit in which one serves as dummy. 

‘South Sweet and Hot’ before 
special dreps has four young girls 
and a boy dancing. Roberts Sisters 
sing and dance with music gusto. 
Marion Bailere, strikingly pretty, 
skips rope on her toes. Equally 
pretty is Jean Goodner, who taps 
snappily and turns handless som- 
ersaults. The boy, who acts as 
m.c., sings, and for a finale all are 
in, the girls doing specialties, Every 
part of the act wins. 

A Par news concludes. The 
house, not capacity, unusually re- 
sponsive. The management might 
well develop a little class in pres- 
entation. Austin. 


ing management’s judgment. Be- 

fore Lyman’s 10 weeks are up, he'll 

probably prove a bargain attraction. 

He is said to stand the house IMPERIAL, TORONTO 
around $4,000 weekly, but he’s Toronto, Nov. 20. 
brinszing more than that already, They'll never win any brown 


derbies with this show. It’s weak 
on stage and weaker on screen. 
Howard Knevels dresses his band 
all up in ten gallon hats and tosses 
them on stage in a bit called ‘Ha- 
cienda.’ They have a Spanish 
blonde as mistress of ceremonies, 
a flock of Spanish costumes and 
scenery, but the thing is a palooka. 
Jack Arthur snaps the band 
through ‘Desert Song,’ going strong 
on solos. After the news shots and 
a few organ pops by Kathleen 
Stokes, they trot out the new mis- 
tress all done up in white lace with 
the Monterey mantilla. She hands 
the boys some nifties and eases into 
a tango. Hot castanets fell dead. 
The mob didn’t like it and ad libbed 
audibly ten rows back. In this town 
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James Kirkwood, actor, and Mil- 
ton Bren, agent, are made co-de- 
fendants in suiis for $7,016 damages 
brought by Horace E. and Caroline 
E. Smith. Itemized claims cover in- 
juries to Mrs. Smith and the Smith 
ear in collision with Bren’s car, 
driven by Kirkwood, a year ago. 


Mrs. Lon Chaney is being sued by 
the Charles S. Lane Studios for 
$1,950 payment on a specially de- 
signed suite of dining room furni- 
ture, 


In his capacity of landlord of the! 


building occupied by the Producerg® 
Association and the Central Caste 
ing Bureau, Louis B. Mayer is 
another tenant for possession of hig 
office. He charges James P. Devine 
and Dan Courtney are two months, 
or $110, back in rent. 


suing 





Cast for Henry Duffy’s ‘Tops 

Eva’ Nov. 22 at El Cention: Dan 
can sisters, Charles Bruins, Helen 
Wright, Lucille DeWolfe, John B. 
Meehan, Clare Van Nostrand, Virgil 


Dun. 


Johansen, Anne 0’ Neal, Harold 
Hodge, Edward Cassidy, Myrtle 
Ferguson, George Grandee. Chorus 


of 26. 





if they don’t like it, 
like it. 

The Three Rhythm Girls, tap 
dancers, didn’t show up, so they 
stuck in a well dressed but routine 
femme line number second. The 
girls were easy on looks in black 
and gold. Routine lacked orig- 
inality. 

Gene Doyle and Don Donnelly 
came ballyhooed as song writers, 
but never warbled a note. They 
strung along seven gags but three 
were about pansies and not so up- 


they don’t 


roarious. Their Hollywood imita- 
tions mean nothing here. Horace 
Lapp, band conductor, played 


stooge in one gag and he got what- 
ever applause there was. 

Sue Carroll clowned all over the 
place in the Beatrice Lillie manner. 
Her slapstick burlesque on the 
ballet dancers uncorked some guf- 
faws and Hinkxy and Dinky, Mutt 
and Jeff hoofers, managed to keep 
things humming a minute or two. 
The tall, short dance gags were 
well timed with the big egg smooth 
for a seven-footer. Dinky delighted 
the front rows with his chimpaneze 
imitation, but the laughs never got 
back far enough to be useful. Miss 
Carroll’s satire on Isadora Duncan 
clicked. 

The Six Gordonias closed in a 
fast springboard tumbling act. The 
triple flip into the arm _ chair 
brought a couple of bows. 

Stage show running time cut 
down and full film program tucked 
in with ‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) featured 
and weak, 

With Canadian dough off 13% in 
New York it means a loss to some- 
body when the roadshows play 
here. Current arrangement is for 
acts to take Canadian cash here if 
they want it or recross border and 
get paid off at Buffalo by Par Pub- 
lix New York office. Sinclair. 





5-Year Members 





(Continued from page 53) 


American Soctety, and the S, P. A.’s 
480 members outnumber the pub- 
lisher-members by about 380. 

At present and since the American 
Society has been operating, pub- 
lisher and songwriter contracts with 
the American Society are for five 
years. Now the songwriters want 
to change this ruling so that all 
assignments of rights to the Society 
shall continue for the life of those 
rights, instead of for a _ limited 
period. 

S. P. A., according to belief may 
not put this amendment into effect 
unless some other changes are also 
agreed to by the Society. The 
nature of these changes are not 
known. It is reported they may 
have something to do with re-di- 
vision of the revenue of the Society. 
There is currently some talk among 
songwriters to rearrange the di- 
vision from the present 50-50 basis, 
to 33 1-3 to writers, 33 1-3 to com- 
posers and 33 1-3 to publishers. 

Present contracts at 50-50 with 
the Society do not expire until 1935. 

Aid From Copeland 

At the general meeting of the 
S. P. A., it was also announced that 
United States Senator Copeland has 
agreed to introduce a bill to amend 
the copyright law in the interest of 
the songwriter. A provision in this 
amendment calls for all applica- 
tions for copyright to be made by 
and in the name of the originator 
of the work. Also to provide that 
the published notice of the copy- 
right shall be in the name of the 
author. 

According to the present copy- 
right rule, anybody can copyright a 
work. Amendment that Copeland 
will introduce will make the copy- 
right law like the patent law, 
whereby all individual works must 
be copyrighted in the name of the 
creator. 

If this amendment becomes a law, 
the refusal of publishers to give the 
songwriters copyright ownership 
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Staging Football 





(Continued from page 1) 


the new gear: ‘Look at them suits, 
They're silk and light as a feather, 
Look at them shin guards. 
ful and clean cut.’ 

Comes the game, and the line-ups 
carefully avoid close, un-theatre. 
wise formations. They spread out 
into well rehearsed routines. One, 
two, three, hop! The Meehan Glide, 
four, five, six, leap! An end springs 
into the air with the calculated 
poise of an adagio dancer, but, like 
the acrobat, he’s wise and, the first 
time, misses the ball to make the 
trick look harder. A third success- 
ful attempt, and he’s taking bows 
to applause. 

Between halves, when most sports 
relax, football goes in for its big. 
gest showmanship. The bands ree 
turn. They prove they've been ed- 
ucated by spelling out the college 
initial or initials attesting for in- 
stance in sober, well-though out 
tableau, that F stands for Fordham. 
Cheerleaders in opening chorus 
flannels and blazers execute Way- 
burn nip-ups and cartwheels. Com- 
edy relief rushes on the field and 
squirts the players with spray from 
a Flit can, substitute for the old 
Shakespearian buskin. And for a 
wow finish, as the chorus sings 
‘Merrily We Roll Along.’ or ‘Hail, 
Hail, the Gang’s All Here,’ the band 
releases multi-colored balloons that 
float majestically, applause-stir- 
ring up, to an infinite proscenium 
and the extras make a dash for the 
goal posts—if there’s anything to 
dash over. 


Gracee 
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Uncommon Chatter 





(Continued from page 41) 
pneumonia on its way to Broad- 
way. 


A Prima at the Hip 


When a prima donna walks onto 
the Hippodrome stage and indicates 
that she is about to indulge in 
serious singing, members of the au- 
dience are apt to remember they 
should look for jobs alongs 6th av- 
enue, 

Madeline Patrice intimidates Hip 
audiences by entering as a concert 
prima donna, She walks to center- 
stage, raises her arms in a double 
Facist salute and entones the word 
‘Romance.’ Those who remain dis- 
cover Miss Patrice isn’t high hat. 
After that first, cold impression, 
she renders uncomplicated ballads 
and violin. ‘solos thoroughly demo- 
cratic. If her slippers, hanky and 
foral shoulder trim are to be red, 
they should decide upon one shade 
and stick to it. 


Bobbie (with Mack and Harold) 
and the petite blonde who assists 
Joe Herbert are two wide-eyed 
vaude gals who give the wrong an- 
swers when they are not bitten with 
the urge to propound an unfathom- 
able riddle. Bobbie looks well in 
gob trousers of black velvet and a 
bolero youthfully ruffled in white 
organdy. Her second costume com- 
bines a cumbersome sports skirt 
with a loose silk jersey outlining 
her figure too carelessly. 

Though the conversation of Mr. 
Herbert’s. assistant rates her as 
a light-headed comedienne, her 
clothes say she’s a tasteful stylist 
who knows what periwinkle-blue 
overalls and a shell pink blouse 
can do for a blonde. Her strut cos- 
tume is in a lighter shade of blue 
chiffon, flatteringly belted with a 
miniature vestee of pink silk. 


Where ‘Deceiver’ Misses 

Producers of ‘The Deceiver’ over- 
looked an abviously important point 
when they concocted their back- 
stage murder mystery. Before an 
audience can become worked up 
over the identity of a murderer, its 
sympathies must be directed toward 
the characters upon whom suspicion 
is thrown. Without that important 
lure to interest, the entire cast 
might as well go out and hang it- 


self. 


Audiences don’t leap with joy 
when they discover that a theatrical 
property man threw the dagger that 
did in a selfish matinee idol, They 
would be just as satisfied with the 
guilt of any other member of the 
company. 

Natalie Moorehead might very 
well have committed the crime. She 
scowls, says snobbish things, looks 
guilty and is established as a dis- 
contented and faithless wife. Greta 
Granstedt, as a deserted sweet- 
heart of the murdered man, cringes 
and complains her way through the 
film. Dorothy Sebastian is an in- 
genue who toys with the hero’s 
true love as she contemplates the 
advantages of being nice to the vil- 
lain. 





BARE FACTS 


(Continued from page 30) 


Bobbie Nieson are all expert co- 
quettes. 

Of the stock girls, Peggy Rey- 
nolds is featured in a set which 
spells her name on placards let 
down from the flies. Miss St. 
Clair, a lively red-head, with rov- 
ing eyes, is adroit about her bits, 
nursing along the applause. Miss 
Nieson, on the other hand, a siz- 
able blonde, operates with less 
finesse. 

Some of the comedy bits are raw, 
as usual. Johnny Weber and Short 
McAllister, house comics, stop at 
nothing for laughs. And Joe Grant, 
show comedian, isn’t far behind 
them. Latter has one uproarious 


comedy number that hasn't been 
seen around burleycue for some 
time. It’s an imitation of the strip 


numbers of the girls, with all the 
comics in the show wearing gag 
brassieres and shorts. A good bit 
and funnier than any of the other 
numbers, which shows that if the 
boys think hard enough, they can 
devise bits funnier than raw dirt. 

Wheel girls, both stock and 
troupe, work badly. Not in line, 
not in cue with the music, and the 
majority of them wear a dead pan 
expression. Mob here goes for the 
firls strong. At this show (Thurs- 
day night) a bald head along the 
run-way got rough. 

They still sell ‘art’ mags and 
French pictures, and the mob still 
falls for it. 





Nick Carter, ‘Toledo’ newshound, 
was playing billiards. He missed 
an easy shot and in disgust bounced 
his cue towards the floor. Net re- 
Sult, a broken toe 





MIKE BARNES IN N. Y. 


Amity With Wirth-Hamid Washed 
Up? 








Chicago, ov. 23. 

Likely that Barnes-Carruthers 
Fair Booking agency will open a 
branch office in New York. Mike 
Barnes and Ed Carruthers are now 
éast looking over the field. 

Branch office angle arises from 
the friction in the agreement B-C 
had with the Wirth-Hamid office. 
Agreement split the fair territory 
east and west at Pittsburgh, but 
now understood that the 
Carruthers office feels that they're 
not getting the breaks with the new 
Wirth agency. 

Mike Barnes is now at the Hotel 
Astor. 





Hippo Tries Calif. Aqua 
And Turns Up Its Toes 


Culver City, Nov. 23. 

Put in the water of Sherwood 
Lake for a taste of California aqua 
pura, a baby hippo brought here 
for Metro’s ‘Tarzan’ died last week 
of pneumonia. 

Hippo was one of the Hagenbeck- 
Wallace herd which refused _ to 
leave the lake when the trainers 
were getting them acclimated. It 
stayed in the water three days. 





Sparks’ Circus Dropped 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Ringling office denies knowledge 
of strong report that winter quar- 
ters at Sarasota Florida will be 
moved elsewhere after this year. 

Among other reported changes in 
the Ringling family is the dropping 
of Jake Newman and Jos Donahue 
from the payroll, and the discon- 
tinuance of Sparks Circus. 

Latter show is supposed to have 
fiiished season with a _ profitable 
swing around through Dixie. 





BELMONT-HOWARD PARTNERS 
Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Sidney Belmont, indie outdoors 
booker, and Melvin Howard, for- 
merly with the Gus Sun office, last 
week formed a partnership in St. 
Louis for a fair booking agency. 

3elmont has been booking the St. 
Louis Police Circus there. 


Literati 





(Continued from page 49) 


home in Miami. Long 
cheerless once more. 

Sherwood Anderson in town and 
legging to all the literary teas. 

Harriette Ashbrook off Coward- 
McCann for six months to write a 
new book. Coward-McCann to pub- 
lish. 

Hila Bloodgood carries one of 
those amateur film cameras most 
every place he goes. 

Next to the depression, the liter- 
ary discussions around town furnish 
the biggest headaches, 

Robert Herrick going to Russia, 
as what scribbler isn’t? 

David Freedman’s next series for 
and about Eddie Cantor go to the 
‘Satevepost.’ Called ‘Who’s Who in 
Hollywood.’ 

‘American Author’ credits Somer- 
set Maugham with the authorship 
of ‘The Shanghai Gesture,’ and, to 
make matters worse, spells it 
‘Shanghi.’ 

Signs of the depression and the 
need to economize: Harry Sinclair 
Drago is now Sinclair Drago. 

McGraw-Hill has moved into its 
huge new building, just off Times 
Square, the first step towards mak- 
ing that locality a book-publishing 
as well as amusement center. 

One of the publishing houses 
using sandwich men around town to 
advertise its books. 

Halliwell Burke began by writing 
advertising copy for a manufacturer 
of kitchen appliances. 

‘The Umbrella Murder’ is Carolyn 
Wells’ 30th mystery story. Runner- 
up to Edgar Wallace. 

A surprise to the literati when 
Bernie Sobel was introduced around 
to learn that he had once been a 
college instructor in English. 

Gene Tunney said to be writing a 
book, with Thornton Wilder aiding. 

Horace Liveright has accepted a 
book of reminiscences by Cecil 
Lean, the musical comedy-er. Lean 
had a short story in a recent ‘Lib- 
erty.’ = 

Evelyn Scott already has written 
50,000 words of her new book, which 
is merely a starter for her. 


Island is 


Party for Jiggs 
A 20th anniversary party for 
‘Jiggs and Maggie’ will be thrown 
for George McManus, creator of 
that cartoon strip. 


Barnes- | 





Bills Next Week 
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Bebe & Renee NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
vem tae Billy Cotton's Bd 
. DUBLIN 
MANCHESTER Capkol 
Paramount 8 Black Streaks 
‘Visions of Gold’ CARDIFF 
Astoria-Tiller Girls Capitol 


Golden Wonders Plaza-Tiller Girls 


| Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Beaux Arts Ramo & Ruth 
Louise De Lara Karee Mooney & N 
Beaux Arts 5 Wynne Ralph 


Marty Beck Orch 
Central P’rk Casino Not Club 
Morton Downey LaBelle Rose 
Velos & Yolanda Nutsy Fagan 
Eddie Duchin Orch] Eton Boys 
Connie’s Inn 


Jean Goodner 
Fats Waller Bd 


Al Parker 
- Radio Romeos 
Louise Cook 
Cora Green 


Murray Waxman 
Wilso 

Mea Alen Arthur on 

Boby Cox 


Enoch Light Orch 
Glennie Cheesman | Oakland’s Terrace 
Paul Meeres 


Buddy Kennedy 
Snakehips Tucker Parker & Babb 
Lois Deppe Ana Winston 
Hal Bokay F‘rances Mildren 
3 Sepia Songbirds Mack Owens Orch 
3 Rhythm Kings Paramount Grill 
_ Cotton Club Gertrude Nieson 
Cab Calloway Jimmy Ray 
Leitha Hill Julie Jenner 
Aida Ward 3 Demons 
Cora La Redd Jeck & Betsy Re<e 
rete . Sneoks Rambicrs 
Swan see oy 
Anise Boyer Club Plaza 
Roy Atkins Josephine Earl 
Wells M’rd’cai & T]| Doyle & Dunn 
Bailey & Wilson George Scotti 
Lew Dolgoff 


Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner Russian Arts 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer —_ ae 
Norman Astwood Bacee sen 
Gypsy Markoff 
El Chico Paul Haakon 
Manuel Gomez Bd | Balalaika Bad 
Carmencita Salazar Village Barn 
Riley & Comfort 


Spavento 
Forman Sis 


Trio Crillos 

Brito Br’vo C’nsino 
Barney Grant 
Pa & Ma Grant 


H’llyw’d RKestaur’nt 
Reri Hollywood Horse 


Maria Gamberelli 

Frank Hazara Josh Medders 
Dolores Ray Warren Homier 

3 Speeds Dave Abrams Orch 
Caesar & Mimi Village Mill 


Al Katz Orch Ev'l'n Nesbit Thaw 
Janssen Hofbrau | Ernie Goldman 


Nat Nazarro &r Lou Springer 


CHICAGO 


Club Alabam Helen Burke 
Henry Mack Al Handler Orch 
Gypsy Lenore Mack’s Club 
Badger & Muesler | frarriet Dubarry 
Germaine La Pierre | ,e¢6 Belmont 
Sadie Moore Lou Blake 
Mary Thorne Harr Gly 
Anton Lada Orch , ae 
. a Keith Beecher Or 

Club Céngo 
King Keppard Planet Mars 
Dave Peyton Orch Texas Guinan 

Club Del Monte Laurette Adams 
Richard Lane 


Billy Carr 
Dorothy Wahl Ralph Cook 
~~ i Irving Sewitt Orch 


Julia Lyons 
Sol Wagner Orch Rubaiyat 
Bernice St John 


College 
D & D Dade Dottie Dale 
Cutler Sis Johnny Lee 
Jean & Marian Harry Linden 
Imogene Carpentier | Eddie South Orch 
Merriell Abbott 4 Terrace Garden 
Ben Bernie Orch De Carlos & Louise 
Frolics Minnie Sherman 

Fuzzy Knight Manfred Gotthelf 
Rita White Clyde McCoy Orch 
Ruth Racette Triangle 
N & A Selby Ray Reynolds 
Kirby & DeGage Iris Monahan, 
Gypsy Rhomaje Patsy & Mickey 
Juliet Starr Lischeron & Adams 
Charlie Agnew Betty Tascot 

Golden Pumpkin J Youngberg Orch 
Bonnie Adair Vanity Fair 
Marjorie & Marie Sammy Walsh 
Al Reynolds Lafayette & LaV 
Maurie Sherman O | Nelle Nelson 

Grand Terrace Ercelle Sis 
Carolynne Snowden | Babe Belmore 
Vivian Brown Leo Wolf Orch 
Dudley Dickinson Winter Garden 
Earl Hines Orch B & B Keppele 
Les Ambassadeurs| Rome & Dunn 
George D Arlier E & J Torrence 
Edna Mae Morris Maxine Lewis 
Jean Miles Irving Aaronson O 


Columbia Wheel 


Weeks Nov. 23 and 30 

















Bare Facts—Route No. 1; 30, Empire, 
Newark, 

Big Rev.—Plaza, Worcester; 30, How- 
ard, Boston, 


Bohemians—Star and Garter, Chicago; 
20, Gayety, Detroit. 

Facts and Figures—Gayety, 
30, Plaza, Worcester. 


Flapper Follies—Irving 
York; 30, Route No. 1. 

Footlight Flashes—Star, Brooklyn; 30, 
Irwing Place, New York. 

Frivolities of 1932—Garrick, St. Louis; 
30, Star and Garter, Chicago. 

Giggles—L. O., 30, Gayety, Buffalo. 

Girls From the Follies—Central, New 
York: 30, Star, Brooklyn. 

Girls in Blue—Empire, 
L. O 

Hi Ho Everybody—Gayety, Baltimore, 
30, Gayety, Washington. 

Hollywood Honeys—Lyric, Bridgeport 
20, Apollo, New York. 

Kuddling Kuties—lL. O.; 30, Hudson 
Union City. 

London Gayety Girls—Apollo, New 
York; 30, Central, New York. 

Nite Life in Paris—?foward, 
30, Lyric, Bridgeport. 

Novelties of 1932—Gayety, 
30, Trocadero, Philadelphia. 

Pleasure Seekers — Academy, 
burgh; 30, Empress, Cincinnati. 

Playin’ Around—Trocadero, 
phia; 30, Gayety, Baltimore. 


Buffalo; 


Place, New 


Newark; 30, 


Boston; 
Brooklyn; 
Pitts- 


Philade}- 





Rumba  Girls—Gayety, Detroit; 30, 
L. O. 

Silk Stocking Rev Hudson, 
City; 30, Gayety, Brooklyn. 

Step Lively Girls—Empress, 
nati; 30, L. O. 

Sugar Babies—L. O.; 30, 


| 
Union 
Cincin 


sarrick, St. 





Louis. 
Watson's Fun Show—Gayety, Wash- | 
ington; 30, Academy, Pittsburgh. j 


SHOWMAN HIT BY TRAIN 
oo os Phillips, Retired Tent Op- 
erator, Killed at Crossing 


Xenia, Ohio, Nov. 23. 

Cc. G. Phillips, 72, retired show- 
man, died of injuries received in an 
accident when his theatre on wheels 
was struck by a train at 
Charleston near here. He was en 
route from his home in Cortland, 
Ohio, to Florida for the winter. 

Prior to Tom 


putting out his 


show under canvas Phillips was 
With several larger circuses. At | 
one time he had two “Tom” shows 
on the road, His outdoor acting | 


dated from 1890 to 1913. 


C. F. Semon, Veteran 
Musician, Dies at 66 


Charles F. Semon, 66, vaude vet- 
eran, died Nov. 15 at his home in 
Peabody, Mass., not far from Salem 
where he was born. He is survived 
by a widow and two sons. 

The vaude partnership 
Charles Falk lasted 17 years. 

Semon had been on the stage 46 


with 


years, his first partner being the 
late Charles Norris. 

Semon was a musician, playing 
odd and specially designed instru- 
ments conceived and made by him- 
self. 


Charles M. Southwell 


Charles M. Southwell, veteran 
showman, died Saturfay (21) at the 
home of his daughter, Mrs. E. W. 
McGinnes in Hazelton, Pa. 

Mr. Southwell managed various 
theatres in Philadelphia, and also 
handled legit houses in other cities. 
At one time he had his own organi- 
zation, Southwell Opera Company, 
on the road for several seasons. 

Funeral services were held in 
Hazleton, with burial in Mount Mo- 
riah Cemetery, Philadelphia. 





Evelyn Knapp Dies 
Evelyn Knapp, 7 
vate life Mrs. 
died at her home in Bloomfield, 
N. J., Nov. 15. Miss Knapp had 
been on the stage 43 years and had 
retired in 1921. 

At one time she appeared in sup- 
port of Sir Henry Irving, Edwin 
Booth and John McCullough and 
had co-starred with her husband, 
William Cattell, in stock. 

Interment in Greenwood 
tery. 


7, actress, in pri- 


Evelyn H. Cattell, 


ceme- 





STAGEHAND’S SUICIDE 
Cincinnati, Nov. 2?. 

William Mack, 65, ended his life 
by throwing himself from a bridge 
into the Ohio River yesterday (Sun- 
day). 

A stagehand at the Empress, Mack 
had been despondent over ill health. 





Charles A. Marshall, Jr., 30, Syra- 
cuse orchestra leader, died sudden- 
ly of heart trouble in Apena, Mich., 
last week. He had been filling an 
engagement there. Interment in Os- 
wego, N. Y. 

Charles Williams, 55, stagehand at 
Majestic, Houston, Tex., Cied Nov. 
13. Interment in Galveston. 


Harry N. Foisey, 40, organist 
Paramount, Springfield, Mass, died 
Nov. 19. 


Sick Singer 

Mozart's ‘Don Giovanni’ had its 
first performance of the season at 
the Met. Two years on the shelf. 

Maria Mueller was the Donna 
Elvira. She left a sick bed to ap- 
pear but gave the outstanding per- 
formance, Rosa Ponselle, the Donna 
Anna, sang effectively. She has 
much dramatic volume. Beniamino 
Gigli’s seems particularly 
suited to Mozart’s music which is 
delicate and essentially refined. 

Tullio Serafin conducted. 
sets and costumes were of the Pe- 


voice 


Stage 


riod. Audience large, 
Films at DeWitt 
Syracuse, N. Y., Nov. 23. 
Films only now at the DeWitt. 


formerly vaudfilms. 

Billy Purl, stager from Chicago 
with the house for a few weeks, is 
out. 


Bob Hawkins, succeeded as dis- | 


trict manager over RKO's Slst, 86th 
and 58th street houses by Ed Lenni- 
han, goes back to house managing 
Assigned to the Flushing, Long Is- 
land 


South | 





See 


Franker Wood Victim 
Of Sudden Seizure, Dies 


After reporting for a rehearsal of 
the new Ray Goetz show Nov. 9, 
Franker Wood, 48, actor and former 
vaudevillian, became so ill he had 
to have immediate medical atten- 
tion. He wanted to go to Saranac 
| Lake as soon as possible. as he had 








symptoms of hasty consumption, 
but his condition did not permit 
On Friday (13) he was removed 


| from his home in Floral Park, L. I, 
in an ambulance to the sanitarium 
in Farmingdale, L. I. He died in 
the institution that night (13). 
Franker Wood had been suffering 


with tuberculosis for two years, but 
| his symptoms did not reach the gal- 
loping stage until the week of his 
death. Hle was conscious to the 
last and held a conversation with 
his wife who was at his bedside. 

Mr. Wood was born in Strons- 
burgh, Neb. He went on the stage 
when a youngster. When five he 
played Little Eva in an ‘Uncle Tom's 
Cabin’ show. 

He had been in 
comedy and picture 


musical 
Among some 


vaude, 


| of the legit shows he had appeared 
jin were several B. C. Whitney 
i shows, C. B. Dillingham’s road show 
of ‘The Red Mill,’ William B. Fried- 
lander’s ‘Moonlight,’ John Cort’s 
‘Polly of Hollywood,’ ‘Bubbling 
Over,’ ‘Upsa Daisy,’ and the last 
Vanderbilt theatre revue. About two 
years ago he went to Hollywood for 
the ‘Hit the Deck’ picture work. 

In vaude he had appeared with 
his wife, Bunnee Wyde, who sur- 
vives. The act of Wood and Wyde 
had played all the principal vaude 
circuits. 

A son, Forrest Mason Wood, 13, 
lives with his mother in Floral Park, 

Interment in Greenfield cemetery, 
Hempstead, L. L. 


Grace Delmore-Curran 
Dies of Cancer at 48 


Grace Curran, 48, wife of Tommy 
Curran of the James’ Plunkett 
agency, died in Jackson Heights, 
N. Y., Nov. 22, of cancer. Husband 
is the sole survivor. 

Deceased, retired, was known pre- 
fessionally in vaudeville as Grace’ 
Delmore. 

Interment in St. John’s Cemetery, 
Brooklyn, Novy. 25. 


Clyde Hunnewell 


Clyde Hunnewell, former 
died in his home in Eustis, Fla,, 
Nov. 12. He had been living quietly 
in Florida for the past six years, 
due to injuries received in the world 
war. 

Mr. Hunnewell was a Mason and 
a Friar. His last Broadway per- 
formance was in ‘Helen of Troy, 
ae Ps 

Survived by his widow, profes- 
sionally known as Marguerite 
Wolfe; mother, brother and sister, 
Funeral services were held in Eus- 
tis. 


actor, 





Sam Maguire 


Sam Maguire, 56, theatrical 
printer, and for about 30 years con- 
nected with show business in New 
York, died suddenly Saturday (21) 
in his room at the Taft Hotel. He 
had been ill with pneumonia for 
several days. 

Maguire was connected with the 
Eldridge Printing Co. He will be 
buried today (Tuesday) in his home 
town, Cohoes, N. Y. 


MARIO MAJERONI 

After appearing in ‘Cynara’ for 
ihe afternoon performance at the 
Morosco last Wednesday (18), Mario 
Majeroni, 61, became ill and was 
removed to Lenox Hill hospital 
where he died that night. 

Majeroni had long 
ated with the theatre and also ap- 
peared in films. Funeral was held 
under auspices of Actors’ Fund 
| with interment in Fund plot, Kensi- 
leo Cemetery. 


been assocl- 


GEORGE WILLIAMS KILLED 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
George B. Williams, 65, film chare- 
lacter actor, was killed in an auto 
accident at Santa Monica Nov. 17. 
Williams was unmarried. 








| Andy Haller, 51, doorman of the 
Lyceum theatre, Duluth, died there 
last week after a brief illness, 
Death drew an editorial] in the lead- 
| ing local daily. 
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